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Why I cycle
Travis Nelson (and Sigrid)

I lost my job during the pandemic and started cycling almost daily as a way to meditate and get some stress relief,
while socially distancing. Of course I had to bring my best friend along, and it turns out she loves it just as much as I
do! Everywhere we go we see people smiling and laughing. Lifting people's spirits during a tough time and spreading
joy everywhere we go is really hard to resist!

Follow the adventures of Travis and Sigrid on Instagram (@skintension), Facebook and Twitter (@sigirides) and YouTube
(search Travis and Sigrid). Do you cycle with your pet? Send us a story or photo, we'd love to share it!

CAMCYCLE, THE CAMBRIDGE CYCLING CAMPAIGN

works for more, better and safer cycling for all ages and abilities in and around
Cambridge. Many of the cycling facilities such as paths, lanes, bridges and cycle
parks would not exist without the campaigning of our volunteers, supported by
over 1,600 Camcycle members. Our vision is for a thriving and sustainable region
of healthy, happy people where everyone feels able to enjoy the benefits of cycling.

SUPPORT
OUR WORK

camcycle.org.uk/
membership

Summer 2022 CAMCYCLE

3

CONTENTS

Celebrate our county's
diversity and share
ideas for the future

A

quick flick through this issue
tells us something important:
people in our county carry
cargo in many different ways.
Looking at photos alone, I counted
more than a dozen different bike
set-ups for shopping, children,
tools and pets as well as a mixture
of cycles to suit different riders.
We see that the range reflects much
of our community’s diversity – that
many people are able to travel according
to their needs as a result of imaginative
design and careful engineering.
Since the spring edition, our developing regional work has helped
us to discover more about people’s needs and how they want to
live in areas outside Cambridge. Our election survey was extended
to include Peterborough City Council and Huntingdonshire District
Council; those who helped shape the questions provided insight into
the barriers to cycling that people face in these areas. Separately, we
began to survey the region to discover Cambridgeshire's Best Streets
and how they might inspire the sustainable places of the future (see
page 49). In addition, we’ve learnt about cargo cycling in and around
Little Paxton and why cargo bikes aren’t an option for some family
journeys in Brampton (pages 29-30).
As we work together to tackle some of our region’s most pressing
needs, we need to encourage imaginative thinking. Issues we share
include climate change, the rising cost of living (how can we afford to
fill up our cars?) and how we are going to adapt to a different future.
The recent Active Travel Funding allocations made it clear that the
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority needs to be
much bolder if we are to benefit from the opportunity to transform
local transport systems (page 13), and the Greater Cambridge
Partnership also needs to be ambitious as it carries out the first
Cambridge road classification review since the 1980s (page 16). Both
here and abroad, there are numerous examples of successful and
affordable schemes which move towards environmentally friendly
modes of transport and would significantly benefit people in our
region. We know that our infrastructure has to adapt, but decisionmakers need our support – and our ideas. Camcycle member Bill
Blake writes about how Cambridge could be a low-traffic city (page 43)
and we would welcome your comments.
We hope that some of the articles in the pages ahead will inspire
you to think about the challenges we share, to talk or write about
them, and join us (if you haven’t already!) as we campaign for our
region to become a place where all people can experience more,
better and safer active travel in their daily lives.
Rosie Humphrey, Camcycle editor
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Advertising
Camcycle welcomes advertising from supporters of our work as this helps us pay for the
production of the magazine and furthers our charitable aims. To find out more about advertising
in Camcycle magazine, please email contact@camcycle.org.uk
Decisions on accepting advertising are made in line with our Donation and Funding
Acceptance policy. Products and services promoted by advertisers are not specifically endorsed
by Camcycle, unless otherwise stated.
Editorial
Camcycle encourages members and supporters to share their views and experiences of cycling
and cycle campaigning to further our work for more, better and safer cycling. If you have a story
to share, please email rosamund.humphrey@camcycle.org.uk
In line with the democratic principles of our organisation, we encourage a diversity of opinion,
but all editorial content published by Camcycle must abide by the charity’s values. We reserve
the right to omit, edit or correct editorial content as we see fit. Unless clearly marked as a review,
editorial content which mentions an organisation or its products and services should not be taken
as specific endorsement from Camcycle, but is published because we think its story contributes to
the work of enabling more, better, and safer cycling. Advertorial content will be clearly marked.
For more information, please refer to the Editorial and Advertising policy on our website at
camcycle.org.uk/charity-policies
Registered charity number 1138098

We are currently transitioning back to in-person
meetings and will be holding a mix of online and inperson events over the next few months. Online
events are hosted live on Facebook at facebook.com/
CambridgeCyclingCampaign or members can join via
the Zoom webinar (contact us for details). Footage is
published after the event on our website and YouTube
channel. Questions for our speakers can be sent in via
email, Cyclescape or any of our social media channels.

For the latest information about meetings,
please visit camcycle.org.uk/events
7 June Camcycle social at The Alex, Gwydir Street
An opportunity to meet other members, find out more
about what Camcycle does and to chat about our
response to the GCP Road Classification consultation.
5 July Tackling Cycle Crime (online meeting)
With guest speaker Mark Cleland, UK lead for cycle crime
at the British Transport Police.
2 August Volunteer stories
7pm (with refreshments from 6.30pm), Octagon Room,
Wesley Methodist Church, Christ's Pieces
Camcycle members David, Jim, Sue, Alan and Lucy share
their stories of volunteering to support our work. Find out
how you can get involved too!

CAMCYCLE MAGAZINE DATES
We welcome members’ help with our magazine, including
writing articles, taking photos and laying out content.
If you’d like to get involved, please follow Cyclescape 4264
and 4266 or email contact@camcycle.org.uk.
Copy deadline for the autumn issue of the magazine
is Sunday 17 July (theme: Together We Ride).
We welcome member help with magazine distribution.
Volunteers help pack envelopes and post magazines to
members in their area. If you'd like to join our distribution
team, please email contact@camcycle.org.uk.

REGULAR CAMBRIDGE CYCLE RIDES
CTC Cambridge holds up to six rural rides a week.
All welcome. Find out more at ctccambridge.org.uk.
#CamRideHome rides start at 6pm on the last Friday
of the month from outside The Mill pub, Cambridge.
A one-hour leisurely tour of the city finishes up with a
drink. Follow the hashtag on Twitter for more details.
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THE BIG PICTURE
BACK IN THE SADDLE
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Did you go to Reach Fair? We haven't been for the
last two years, but it was a delight to be back riding
together again in 2022. Six Penny Farthings joined
us for the ride through the countryside, along with a
wonderful collection of cargo bikes, tandems, triplets
and trailers. Friends, family and lots of fun! Find more
pictures on pages 24-25. Image: Anna Williams
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British
Summer Time.
218 days of summer riding,
make them count.
SS22 Clothing

Turbo Trainers

E-Bikes from £999

Kids Bikes

Open 7 days a week at:
Barnwell Road

|

www.rutlandcycling.com | 0330 555 0080
Cambridge Station

|

Grand Arcade

|

Giant Store Cambridge

OPINION: ROBIN HEYDON

We need to invest in
sustainable streets that
reduce car dependency

I

was
looking
over the
latest cars are the answer, and for a few that
We need mixed-use developments.
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate may be, but I think that electric bicycles We need higher density. We need
Change (IPCC) global report and got are going to be a very good answer. They footways and cycleways that provide the
progressively more depressed the more I are amongst the most efficient modes of main way of connecting these together.
read it. The climate is not in a good state. transport ever created: roughly on a par We also need ultra-high-speed internet,
We've basically missed the opportunity, with non-electric bicycles, but useful for clean water, and the North Sea not to
unless governments do the right thing a significantly larger percentage of trips.
rise so much that we can't keep the land
"Choice architecture" will become dry. Is this too much to ask? Probably,
now, to limit the rise to 1.5ºC, and are
on course to breach the 2ºC threshold a new phrase that people use. We given that we've just expanded the A14,
that would see mass migration away need higher density housing closer to planned to build more car-dependent
from areas that would become where people can work. Not super-tall Park & Ride sites rather than subsidise
uninhabitable. Cambridge could be one skyscrapers, but think 5- or 6-storey bus services to rural villages, and kept
buildings, with lots of cycle parking, and fossil fuel as cheap as possible and
of those places.
But not to worry, we are still planning no car parking anywhere nearby, except driving on roads free.
on expanding roads and car
As the IPCC report says, we
parks, and building inefficient
need to do things now. Why
houses that are heated by fossil
not turn car parking spaces into
fuels. And the government has
secure cycle parking spaces?
just cut the price of petrol and
Why not plant more trees along
diesel because being re-elected
the side of cycleways, or in the
in a couple of years is much
middle of a street? We need to
more important than actually
invest in streets and places that
doing something that would
can reduce car-dependency.
have a positive impact on climate
This year, as we approached
change.
Earth Day 2022, we started
The only way to limit warming
a survey to discover your
to 2ºC is by reducing or eliminating
ideas of the best streets in
greenhouse gas emissions, across
Cambridgeshire. Let's use them
Northstowe: where cycle lanes become car parks.
all sectors, now. Doing this will
as inspiration to help create
If we are to cut carbon emissions from transport, we
be hard, and for some it might
sustainable,
liveable
places
need to do better than this. (Image: Matthew Danish)
require some changes to how we
of the future. Which do you
live. But personally, I'd prefer to
think are the region’s most
turn the thermostat down a little, rather for a few blue badge spaces. What are beautiful, healthy or thriving streets?
than accepting that I now have a sea- we building at the moment? Northstowe What aspects combine to make a street
front property and all the farmland, and is a low-density suburban development an unbeatable place to live or visit?
with at least two car parking spaces per And which ideas should we borrow
roads, around my house are flooded.
Of course, there are things that could house, and very few cycle lanes that from them to improve other streets in
be done. Transport accounts for about are surfaced and unobstructed. Yeah, our region? By sharing your views at
44% of all greenhouse gas emissions in that will bake in, sorry for the pun, camcycle.org.uk/beststreets you can
Cambridgeshire, so starting there might bad land-use and longer car-based trips make a difference.
be a good thing. Some think that electric for decades.
Robin Heydon is Chair of Camcycle.
This article was first published on
Join the campaign for climate-friendly transport by getting involved in our Zero
11 April in the Cambridge News, where you
Carbon Streets campaign. Find out more at camcycle.org.uk/zerocarbonstreets
can read his column each week.
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Keeping Cambridge Cycling

We are...

Helping Businesses and Workers

NEW Online Maintenance Courses, Pool Bikes, & Dr Bike repair session available to book for employees

Making Bike repairs more accessible

Bike Repair Collection Service for Cambridge and surrounding Villages

Helping find the right bike for Families, Individuals, and Businesses
+ Kid's
bikes by
Stocking E-Bikes, Cargo Bikes, Kids' Bikes, Accessories
and more
Expert Advice - Parking Available - Test Rides - 1 Year FREE servicing!
team@outspokencycles.co.uk

01223 789606
CAMCYCLE Summer 2022

See our website for our weekday opening hours.
We open on Saturdays too!

outspokencycles.co.uk

OPINION: ANNA WILLIAMS

Greener, cleaner, happier,
safer: use your cycling
'why' to motivate change

E

ver since the days when it was can draw on even when you are at your motivation rose to the surface. It’s a
more commonly known as the lowest ebb, close to giving up on taking reason that fills me with grief, anger and
Cambridge Cycling Campaign, action, battling against what seems like a steely determination to do what I can
Camcycle has been clear about its the unstoppable force of the status to change things. Too many people are
goals. The organisation, which became quo. For those working to tackle climate dying on our roads. Earlier in the month,
a charity in 2010, works for more, change, a strong why might be a deep I cycled out to Little Wilbraham Road
better and safer cycling for all ages and love of nature, a determination to work with a Camcycle volunteer to place a
abilities in and around Cambridge. That’s for justice for those suffering the effects white ‘ghost bike’ memorial to those
what we do. How do we do it? Through of a warming world in the Global South, killed cycling in rural areas at the site
an ever-changing blend of persistent or a desire to pass on a liveable planet to of a recent fatal collision. Sometimes
campaigning, positive events, useful future generations.
people will argue against providing more
resources and a lot of passionate,
cycling facilities based on cost, or
hardworking
individuals
who
impact on driver convenience, or
together make a formidable team.
even a perceived sense of ‘cyclists
That’s the how, but what about
getting everything their own way’.
the why? And why do we need a why,
But none of that stands up in a
anyway? I discussed this recently
world where too many people
as part of a presentation I gave for
have to weigh up the risk to their
Cambridge Carbon Footprint’s Net
lives before choosing to walk or
Zero Now programme in collaboration
cycle journeys that should be safe
with Cambridge City Council. The
and easy, but only feel that way
training programme aims to build
to the bravest of riders. Everyone
a network of activists who can
should have the choice to leave
deliver carbon reduction activities,
the car behind sometimes, and all
events and communications and
those without a car should not be
fast-track our region’s move to A lorry passes the ghost bike on Little Wilbraham Road.
disadvantaged by it, whether they
reduce its carbon emissions. The
live in an urban or rural area.
Camcycle’s why is encapsulated in our
attendees were enthusiastic and already
Our society makes a choice to accept
very knowledgeable; many of them had vision of a thriving sustainable region of the current level of deaths and serious
begun to take action to reduce individual healthy, happy people where everyone injuries on our roads, but we can choose
emissions and some were making an feels able to enjoy the benefits of cycling, to change that. The bonus is that the
impact at an organisational level or even if they don’t ride themselves. Cycling changes we need to make to keep people
campaigning for change as part of a local is more than a mode of transport, more safe and respect the preciousness of
than a part of the climate solution: it’s human life will bring plentiful benefits to
group.
“Never doubt that a small group of a timeless answer to modern problems our communities and planet too. What
thoughtful, committed, citizens can such as isolation, inactivity, inequality, more motivation do we need to take
change the world. Indeed, it is the only lack of independence for old and young, action? What better time to start than
thing that ever has”, wrote anthropologist congestion and air pollution. I personally right now?
Margaret Mead. And yet, there are cycle for environmental reasons but also
times when even the most thoughtful for joy: nothing beats a sunny ride along Anna Williams is the Communications
and committed hit challenges along the river, stopping to chat to friends and Community Officer for Camcycle.
This article was originally published on
the road to change. This is when, along along the way.
When I was asked during the Net 23 March in the Cambridge Independent,
with support from others and ways to
rest and remotivate yourself, you need Zero talk about the why that kept me which features a monthly column by a
a why. The why is the core strength you campaigning for cycling though, another member of the Camcycle team.
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NEWS

CYCLING DEVELOPMENTS IN CAMBRIDGE AND BEYOND
Read more at camcycle.org.uk/blog and

@camcycle

Another barrier to
cycling removed in
just seven days
One Friday new chicane barriers were installed
without warning on the cycleway between
Warren Road and Eastfield in East Chesterton.
The next Friday, they were removed
again. What a waste of time and money!
Thanks to everyone who helped us achieve
such a fast result on this campaign and to
those at Cambridgeshire County Council who
arranged their removal. We need to ensure
that knowledge and application of LTN 1/20 is
embedded at every level of each local authority
or else efforts will be continually stymied by
obstructive barriers and other features that
exclude families and disabled cyclists.
Find our policy paper on access controls and
obstructions at camcycle.org.uk/policy

Big Give Green Fund achieves Welcome to Josh, our new
record result for Camcycle
Infrastructure Campaigner!

2022 election campaign
expands to Peterborough

A massive thank you to the 79 wonderful
donors who helped us raise £20,382
for Zero Carbon Streets through the Big
Give Green Match Fund: a new Camcycle
fundraising record! Your generosity will
enable us to provide support to groups
across Cambridgeshire as they work
for cycling and walking improvements
in their communities and reduce our
county's carbon footprint from transport.
Could you be a pledger for the Big Give
Christmas Challenge? Read more on page 27.

Local elections took place on 5 May for
Cambridge City Council, Peterborough
City Council, South Cambridgeshire
District Council and Huntingdonshire
District Council. Working with regional
groups, we were able to extend our annual
election survey to cover all four elections,
asking candidates questions on cycling
and transport. This helps raise awareness
of the importance of active travel and
encourages residents to Vote Bike! Thanks
to all who helped and participated.
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Your generous donations through the
Big Give campaigns, along with support
from the Co-op Local Community Fund,
National Lottery Community Fund and
local businesses Cambridge Design
Partnership and Reagent Tests have led
to the appointment of a new employee!
We are delighted to welcome Josh
Grantham to the team. He's already been
busy meeting local campaigners and
putting his technical expertise into action.
Read more about Josh on page 26.

CYCLING NEWS

The Combined Authority’s lack of ambition
is costing our region valuable funds
The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Combined Authority (CPCA) gained just
£635,000 in the government’s latest
active travel funding announcement
(announced in May), in stark contrast to
the transport authorities for other regions.
Ranking bottom of the UK’s Combined
Authorities, the CPCA received 4% of
the funds allocated to top-rated West
Midlands Integrated Transport Authority,
an amount equivalent to 74p per CPCA
resident. According to national charity
Cycling UK, these funds have been
allocated to Phase 2 of the Thorpe Wood
cycleway in Peterborough and some
School Streets schemes.
We are furious at the potential
millions sacrificed by the mayoral
authority and published a press release
supported by Ely Cycling Campaign,
Peterborough
Cycle
Forum
and
Hunts Walking & Cycling Group. The
Department for Transport has made
clear that successful funding proposals
must involve significant changes to road
layouts to give more space to people
walking and cycling and all schemes
must be compliant with LTN 1/20, the
government’s standards on inclusive
design. The region’s small allocation
suggests that many local scheme
proposals did not meet this brief, or that
compliant proposals weren’t made at all.
This is not the first time Cambridgeshire
& Peterborough’s allocation has been
lower than the figure it applied for,
and most of the money gained for the
previous set of schemes is yet to be
spent, despite an initial implementation
deadline of March 2022.
It's time for change. Decision-makers
must work together to plan programmes
of ambitious active travel schemes if
they are serious about achieving local
transport and climate goals. There
must also be greater transparency
and community collaboration on the
application process. It is absolutely
essential that our region does not fail on
the fourth tranche of available funding
which is now open for applications.

Department for Transport table showing that Cambridgeshire and Peterborough has
received less active travel funding than any other Combined Authority in the UK.

ACTIVE TRAVEL FUND OVERVIEW

2020-2021 funding
The CPCA gained £2,366,679, split across two budget allocations, over half a million
pounds less than expected. Eight experimental schemes were made permanent
including six modal filters in Cambridge. The Mill Road bus gate and Crescent
Bridge pop-up cycle lane in Peterborough were removed. Nearly a year after the
public consultation none of the second tranche of schemes has been delivered.

2021-2022 funding
The CPCA budget monitor report suggests it was expecting £1,545,000
for proposals including footbridges in Peterborough and Ely. It gained £635,000.

Summer 2022 CAMCYCLE
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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS

£5.3
billion

free rides on shared bikes
could be funded for the
cost of fuel tax cuts made
this spring by European
governments, including the
UK, equalling 56 free rides
for every EU citizen at risk of
poverty or social exclusion.
The subsidy could also pay
for 194 million bicycles or
up to 302 million public
transport passes.*

£200 million

of government funding
(from the existing £2 billion
active travel allocation)
was announced in May,
including £161 million for
cycling and walking schemes,
£1.5 million for ‘mini-Holland’
feasibility studies, £35 million
to improve the National
Cycle Network and £2 million
for the Big Bike Revival.

€1 million

per day is the amount the
Irish government is aiming
to spend on active travel
projects in a bid to keep
climate goals within reach.
This will support the goal to
deliver a 10% reduction in
kilometres driven by fossilfuelled cars by 2030.
A new National Sustainable
Mobility Policy was
published in April 2022.
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Cycling UK launches free
e-bike loan programme
National charity Cycling UK has
announced the launch of ‘Cycling
made e-asy’, a new programme
offering free e-cycle loans in pilot areas
across England, starting in Greater
Manchester in May 2022. The scheme
is funded by the government as part of
the latest £200 million for active travel
(see left). It aims to engage people of
all ages who have not considered cycling
before by enabling them to cycle with
electric assistance, making longer and
hillier journeys easier. E-cycles will be
available at hubs in each pilot location
in branches of Evans Cycles, local
community spaces, selected workplaces
and education settings.
Cycling UK will use their existing
network of over 400 local community
cycling organisations, applying their

tried and tested behavioural change
models and drawing on experience of
engaging with underrepresented groups
to address real or perceived barriers to
taking up cycling.
Users are now able to enrol on the
scheme via Cycling UK’s website or
through walk-ins at Evans Cycles and
selected community hubs.
Find out more on Cycling UK's website at
cyclinguk.org/cycling-made-e-asy

New mobile phone laws will
increase safety for all road users
Alexandre Boucher (Unsplash)

*Clean Cities Campaign, the European Cyclists’ Federation and the Confederation of the European Bicycle Industry and Cycling Industries Europe (May 2022)

NEWS IN NUMBERS

The UK Government is updating laws
on mobile phone use while driving to
improve road safety and reflect ongoing
development of the technology and its
typical uses. Since 2003, it’s been illegal
to use a mobile phone or similar handheld device while driving in Great Britain,
but the prohibition was limited to using
it for ‘interactive communication’. Now
any use of a mobile device, including
common activities such as browsing
the internet, playing games and taking
photos or recording videos, will be
illegal while driving. This change was

supported by 81% of respondents to the
public consultation. The one exemption
in the earlier law – using the phone in
an emergency – will be maintained; and
one new exemption is included in the
new law: making mobile payments with
a phone will be legal from a stationary
vehicle for transactions such as paying a
parking charge or buying refreshments
from a drive-through.
In related news, Transport Minister
Baroness Vere has confirmed that there
are no plans to extend the new laws to
cover bicycles, e-bikes or e-scooters.
She informed the House of Lords of
this in response to Baroness McIntosh’s
complaint that the laws do not go far
enough, pointing out that dangerous
cycling is covered by other laws and
adding that it was ‘really important
that we do not demonise all cyclists’.
Read more at gov.uk/using-mobilephones-when-driving-the-law

NATIONAL NEWS

New Sustrans report shows appetite for
more active travel in Greater Cambridge
Active travel charity Sustrans added Greater Cambridge to
its list of 'Bike Life' cities and city regions in 2019, as part of
a project to collect high-quality evidence and support local
leaders to make decisions that will benefit active travel. Last
year, Bike Life was expanded to become 'The Walking and
Cycling Index' and the results of the latest research were
published in May.
The reports show that our area still leads the way in
terms of walking and cycling participation – 67% of Greater
Cambridge residents cycle compared with 37% based on
aggregated data from all of the 17 regions surveyed, and 96%
of residents walk (compared with 95% overall).
However, in Greater Cambridge, the proportion of those
cycling regularly has dropped from pre-pandemic times. In
2021, 45% of residents said they cycled at least once a week
and 19% said they cycled five or more days a week, compared
with 48% and 29% in 2019. This may be a reflection of the
continued levels of home-working last year, or just the survey size
(a representative sample of 1,296 residents aged 16 or above).
Greater Cambridge residents feel safer choosing active
travel than UK residents in general, reflected perhaps in the
statistics that show a more balanced level of participation from
women and those from ethnic minority groups in our area.
40% of women cycle, compared with 50% of men; and 45% of
those from ethnic minorities ride compared with 46% of white
people. However, there is more to do: despite 8 in 10 disabled
people feeling comfortable walking, wheeling or spending time
on the streets of their neighbourhood, they are still much less
likely to cycle than people without a disability (29% compared
with 49%), so it is vital that we continue to work for more
inclusive cycling facilities and infrastructure. More work is
also needed to help older people and those from lower socioeconomic groups to access and participate in cycling.

Read more at sustrans.org.uk/the-walking-and-cycling-index

BLOG OF THE QUARTER: ON YER BIKE
(CYCLOX)
cyclox.org/index.php/home/news/on-yer-bike
‘Cargo bikes are the
first step in reducing
car dependency and
electric cargo bikes
make this a reality
for more people. We
got rid of our second
car. Other people have got rid of their only
car. It shows that change is possible if you
want to make it happen.’
Cyclox is Oxford's cycle campaigning organisation, with a
mission to get more people cycling, more often, and more
safely. Their blogposts, labelled 'On Yer Bike' are published
each week in the Oxford Mail. Recent topics include safer
streets for women, car-sharing, low-traffic neighbourhoods
and tackling tribalism.

Residents have a strong appetite for better walking and
cycling: for example, 74% support the creation of more
protected cycle lanes and 68% support the creation of more
low-traffic neighbourhoods. 82% said that more traffic-free
routes would help them cycle more and 79% said that more
protected cycle tracks alongside roads would do so.

In Cargo bikes delivering change in Headington, Cyclox
trustee Jonny Ives talks to some of the cargo bike users and
retailers in Oxford who are part of 'a quiet revolution'. Ten
years ago, Ian Callaghan was something of a pioneer, but
now sales of e-bikes and cargo bikes are growing significantly
in the city and many families are enjoying the benefits of
box bikes and longtails.
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CONSULTATIONS

Active travel must come first: have
your say in the latest consultations
With more consultations underway this summer, it can be difficult to keep track of which organisation is asking what and how to respond.
Here's a brief guide; for more detailed guides to help you shape your responses, visit camcycle.org.uk/consultations

A NEW ROAD CLASSIFICATION
FOR CAMBRIDGE
tinyurl.com/CamRoads

From: The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP)
Time to complete: 15-30 minutes (plus time to
read the associated information)
Format: Complete the online survey
(all questions are optional so you can answer
as many as you like) or email comments to
consultations@greatercambridge.org.uk.
You can also call 01223 699906 or provide
feedback at one of the in-person or online events.
Deadline: midday on Monday 18 July
As part of its City Access project, the Greater
Cambridge Partnership (GCP) is looking at a
variety of ways to make walking, cycling and public
transport more attractive to people living in the
Greater Cambridge area. To reduce congestion,
air pollution and carbon emissions, they need to
reduce car traffic by 20-25%.
In November 2021, the GCP consulted on
options for raising money to pay for improvements
to the transport network and ways to improve buses
in a consultation called Making Connections. Now it
is looking at ways to reallocate roadspace to walking,
cycling and public transport by updating how roads are categorised in Cambridge. This hasn’t been done since the 1980s.
The proposals would change the ways many streets in the city work: cars, vans and lorries could be required to use main
roads for as much of their journey as possible and local roads and streets would be freed up for more frequent and reliable
public transport, walking, cycling and a more attractive environment. The city centre walking & cycling priority area would
also be expanded, for example motor traffic could be restricted from Bene't Street and Hobson Street and all along Regent
Street up to the Catholic Church junction (see diagram) in the way that it currently is in Sidney Street and Trinity Street.
Camcycle's view:
When Filip Watteeuw talked to us about transforming Ghent (see page 42), the subtitle of his talk was 'Improving quality of
life through mobility'. The road classification proposals are still very car-centric; the process should follow a user hierarchy
which means firstly considering pedestrians, then cyclists, public transport and then motor traffic. There should also be an
emphasis on creating better places to live, work and visit; it's not just about those passing through. In terms of the survey, we
strongly agree with the reduction of through-traffic on local streets by the use of modal filters (Q3), to the implementation
of the road classification changes at the same time as the Making Connections proposals (Q9), to restricting access to some
city centre streets to pedestrians, cyclists and other active travel modes, with alternative options for those who need it (Q13)
and to improving access for low-emission delivery vehicles and e-cargo bikes (Q15). For more detailed guidance, please view
our consultation guide at camcycle.org.uk/consultations and read the discussion on Cyclescape thread 6086.
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CONSULTATIONS

LOCAL TRANSPORT AND CONNECTIVITY PLAN
tinyurl.com/CambsTransport

From: Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA)
Time to complete: 15 minutes (plus time to read the associated information)
Format: Complete the online survey or email comments to contact@yourltcp.co.uk. You can
also provide feedback at one of the in-person events.
Deadline: Thursday 4 August, 11.59pm
The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority (led by Mayor Dr Nik Johnson) is the
strategic transport authority for our area and is consulting on a plan that will set the overall
priorities for transport. In November 2021 the Combined Authority held a ‘public consultation
exercise‘ to help shape the new Local Transport and Connectivity Plan, and now it is publishing
the draft plan in full and seeking local feedback. The Authority says that ‘all future transport
projects for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough will be guided by the plan’. One notable change
from the last Local Transport Plan (published in February 2020 by the previous Mayor, James Palmer) is that this version takes
into account the recommendations from the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Independent Commission on Climate (CPICC),
which were published in 2021. However, despite a slight increase of emphasis on walking and cycling in the strategy, most
active travel projects seem to have been removed from the district maps!
Camcycle's view:
The draft plan is muddled, inconsistent and lacks specific targets. The CPCA Board have already agreed to proceed with the
CPICC's recommendation to reduce driven car miles by 15% by 2030, so where are the detailed strategies and timelines
needed to achieve this? And why are they polling the public on the popularity of this proposal (Q7 in the online survey).
As with the GCP Road Classification consultation, this plan needs to be rewritten in line with the hierarchy of road users,
detailing active travel projects first, then public transport, then motor vehicle schemes. We reiterate our call for the CPCA
to pledge 20% of the transport budget to walking and cycling. There must be a unified approach across each district and the
strategy must include demand management policies and the creation of active communities: for example, through low-traffic
neighbourhoods. The document must be written to be clear and inspiring to everyone, with climate change at its heart.
For more details, read our consultation guide at camcycle.org.uk/consultations and the discussion on Cyclescape thread 5940.

CAMBOURNE TO CAMBRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
tinyurl.com/C2Cimpact

From: The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP)
Time to complete: From 10 minutes (plus time to read the associated documents).
No questions are obligatory, but there is a lot of detailed content to read and respond to.
Format: Questionnaire (online or paper version)
Deadline: Midday, Monday 11 July
The GCP is undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) on the preferred route for
the Cambourne to Cambridge busway and adjacent active travel path. They are seeking views
on how best to manage and mitigate the scheme’s impacts on the landscape and environment.
Camcycle's view:
If this scheme proceeds, the detailed design of the active travel route must be guided by LTN
1/20, the government's standards for cycle infrastructure (but current documents do not
give enough detail to evaluate the project). Particular care should be given in regards to safety, including separation from
fast-moving bus traffic, suitable lighting, visibility splays and natural surveillance. There should be frequent, well-designed
connections to surrounding paths. For more details, view our consultation guide at camcycle.org.uk/consultations and read
the discussion on Cyclescape thread 1855.
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Parking consultation responses inform
future vision for Cambridge transport
In Spring 2022, we encouraged Camcycle supporters to
participate in the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP)
consultation on parking. The public could drop pins on an
interactive map and categorise them according to topics
including delays and obstruction or safety issues, lack of cycle
parking, local residents' parking difficulty and high commuter
parking demands.
The results of this consultation were published in the papers
for the GCP Joint Assembly at the beginning of June and the
GCP has drawn up a future vision for parking in the city. The
overall aim is to focus 'on rebalancing parking provision across
the city to encourage people to use sustainable modes of
transport for all or part of their journey'.
This would be a world in which 'car trips in the city centre
are exceptional and for specific needs (e.g. some Blue Badge
holders, especially bulky purchases)' and some car parking space
is reallocated to car clubs, cycle lanes and parking, and public
realm improvements such as pocket parks. Importantly, there
would be a consistent approach to parking across the city: the
current County Council policy is that a new scheme cannot be
introduced unless supported by 50% of residents in the relevant
area, which restricts the council’s ability to make changes to the
highway network at a holistic, city-wide level. We asked the
Joint Assembly to recognise that residents' parking must at last
be recognised as a strategic traffic management tool and must
be introduced as soon as possible to benefit the city as a whole.
Six priority schemes are already expected to be rolled out this
year: in Romsey, West Chesterton and West Cambridge.
Read more on Cyclescape thread 2962
Images from the parking consultation report showing the location
of interactive pins in black dots (the blue areas are existing
Residents' Parking Zones, the green are proposed ones). The pie
chart shows the breakdown of pins by category. Delays and
obstructions or safety issues tops the list at 61%, followed by lack
of cycle parking (12%).

New cycleway for Soham
Funding for a new cycleway linking Soham to Wicken was
approved at a meeting of the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Combined Authority Board in April.
This route will help people travel to Wicken Fen Nature
Reserve using sustainable modes (via the new rail station in
Soham) and provide a safe route for children cycling to school
from Wicken. Work is due to begin this year and be completed
by summer 2024.
Read more on Cyclescape thread 5942
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Second tranche of
Active Travel schemes
finally announced
At the time of going to print, Cambridgeshire County Council
had just announced the second tranche of schemes to be
delivered using funding from the Active Travel Fund. We have
been concerned that the delay to these schemes was one of
the reasons that our region was missing out on funding (see
page 13).
The projects to be installed between June and August
include:
• a modal filter on Church Street, Chesterton
• a pop-up cycle lane (with wands) on the section of Cowley
Road between Milton Road and the Jane Coston bridge to
Milton
• a pop-up cycle lane and cycle-priority crossings on a section
of East Road in Cambridge
• r oadspace reallocation on the Trumpington Road/Fen
Causeway mini-roundabout junction
• t raffic changes to make the temporary scheme at the
King's Parade/Silver Street junction with Trumpington Road
permanent
• a contraflow cycle lane on Ambury Road, Huntingdon
• t raffic calming measures in Bassingbourn
• s ecure cycle parking lockers in Wisbech bus station.
The schemes will be installed on an experimental basis for up
to 18 months. The decision to make each scheme permanent
will follow a formal decision-making process, which will include
public consultation. A second batch of schemes is due to be
announced in July.
Find out more on the council's website at tinyurl.com/ATF2Cambs
and join the discussion on Cyclescape thread 6146

CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL
COMMITTEES
We encourage Camcycle members to attend council
meetings to find out more about local developments
and speak up on behalf of active travel.
Planning Committee and Area Committee meetings
often include cycling and walking issues. Development
Control Forum and Joint Development Control
Committee meetings determine planning applications
relating to major housing development proposals.
You can usually find agendas online about a week in
advance at cambridge.gov.uk/democracy (city council)
and tinyurl.com/CCCdemocracy (county council).
Meetings are returning to in-person events; please check
the websites above for final confirmation of location.
Development Control Forum
28 June, 26 July and 23 August at 10am in Committee
Room 1 & 2, The Guildhall, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.
East Area Committee
23 June and 15 September at 6.30pm,
online via Microsoft Teams.
Joint Development Control Committee
22 June at 10.00am, 20 July and 17 August at 10.30am,
Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.
Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board
30 June at 4pm, South Cambridgeshire Council
Chamber, South Cambs Hall, Cambourne CB23 6EA.
Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly
8 September at 2pm (venue to be confirmed).
Highways and Transport Committee
(Cambridgeshire County Council)
12 July at 10am, New Shire Hall, Alconbury PE28 4YE.
Planning Committee
6 July, 3 August and 7 September at 10am,
Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.
Planning and Transport Scrutiny Committee
28 June at 5.30pm, Council Chamber,
The Guildhall, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.
South Area Committee
5 September at 7pm, online via Microsoft Teams.
Transport & Infrastructure Committee
(Combined Authority)
13 July and 25 April at 10am, Civic Suite Room A,
Pathfinder House, Huntingdon PE29 3TN.

Photoshop mockup showing the style and location of the modal filter
on Church Street, Chesterton.

West Central Area Committee
8 September at 6.30pm, online via Microsoft Teams.
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S/4615/18/CONDA
Land To The West Of Cambridge Research Park
Cambridge Research Park (CRP) is a small business park by the
A10, just north of Waterbeach. In April, Camcycle was made
aware of a webpage on the CRP website which advertised a
proposed new cycle route. The website stated that ‘the park
is now directly accessible by bike entirely on recognised cycle
safe roads or dedicated cycle paths from Cambridge city centre’.
The proposals were a surprise to us (and to local councillors)
and within a few days we had a meeting with a representative
of the CRP. The proposed cycle route consists of a bridleway
redesign which was a condition of approval of the planning
application (S/4615/18/OL). The condition identifies the
reason for the works as ‘to improve connectivity to the site
and reduce reliance on private cars as much as possible’: a
principle Camcycle wholly supports. As this improvement
was only brought forward as a condition, no information was
available as part of the planning permission and therefore no
opportunity to consult on these works occurred.
We have reviewed the drawing pack and identified major
concerns which would vitiate the usefulness of the proposed
route, briefly summarised below:
• P
 art of the route is formed by an existing hard-core track
which is deeply rutted, uneven and known to pond. This
will not be resurfaced, even though it is uncyclable for the
majority of bikes.
• There is no connection onto the proposed nearby Mere Way
which would provide access to the strategic cycle network
and a safe route from Cambridge city centre.
• T
 he proposed path is too narrow and does not comply with
national standards. In parts it runs right next to a deep
drainage channel, and there is an increased risk that people
will fall in due to the narrow width.
• S
 olar studs are not included in the proposed design. These
would act as guidance for cyclists in winter months and
their absence will increase risk and reduce the propensity to
cycle. This guidance is particularly important alongside the
deep drainage channel.
• T
 he proposed surface is not suitable for commuter cycling.
• T
 he route runs past existing CRP tenants, but no direct
accesses are provided. This will unnecessarily increase the
length of cycling journeys, making them less convenient and
therefore less attractive.
Although we raised these concerns in greater detail to the CRP,
asking them to reengage with the county council and undertake
necessary design changes, there has been no meaningful
action to address them. We have now raised this matter with
the council's Highways Committee and hope to stop the legal
agreement proceeding. These proposals, as they stand, fail to
deliver the safe and convenient active travel routes that CRP
employees deserve.
Read more on Cyclescape thread 2038
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22/01432/FUL
Romsey Labour Club - Mill Road

We have objected to the application for the redevelopment
of Romsey Labour club on the grounds that it does not comply
with policies 28, 80 and 82 of the Local Plan.
• C
 ycle parking is not convenient; it's at the edge of the
development and inaccessible for many users.
• The decision to combine the refuse store and cycle
parking (see diagram above) creates conflict, risk and
inconvenience for users of both and is likely to compromise
the security of the cycle parking.
• R
 esidential parking standards must be applied to these
‘serviced apartments’, meaning two-tier stands are not
acceptable. Sheffield stands spaced at not less than
1.0m apart must be used, with a minimum aisle width of
1100mm. Parking provision should also be provided for
employees and users of non-standard cycles.
Read more on Cyclescape thread 6118

22/02009/PRIOR
Installation of H3G Street Pole – Milton Road
Hutchinson3G have filed a planning application to site a
mobile phone mast on the corner of Milton Road and Union
Lane, between the traffic lights and the bus stop which is
across the road from the Co-op. This would be about the
height of a five-storey building.
Concerned about the blocking of the footway by the
accompanying four equipment cabinets, we alerted the
Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) which has submitted
a formal objection. If this proposal were to go ahead as is,
it would significantly restrict access for pedestrians. As part
of the GCP's redevelopment of Milton Road later this year,
the pavement is to be narrowed and a segregated cycleway
accommodated. The cabinets would fill the pavement next
to the cycle path, forcing pedestrians to use the cycleway.
Read more on Cyclescape thread 6137

E-SCOOTERS: IN DETAIL

How do e-scooters compare with
cycles and where do they fit in
within the world of active travel?

Y

ou would be hard pressed to find
someone who hasn’t noticed
the prevalence of electric
scooters (e-scooters) on our streets.
Government-regulated trial rental
schemes opened in July 2020, hurried
in during the COVID pandemic. These
now operate in around 30 places in
England, including Cambridge, giving
members of the public access to this
new form of electric-powered micromobility. Simultaneously, the number
of private e-scooters, which are
currently illegal to use on public roads
and in public spaces, has mushroomed.
E-scooters are proving to be
extremely popular, but how do
they compare with bicycles, a wellestablished mode of transport, and how
safe are they? Are people using them as
an alternative to private cars, therefore
reducing the negative impact on our
local and global environments caused
by larger motor vehicles or do they
replace walking and cycling journeys?
Are they primarily ridden for fun?

Not ‘just like bikes’
Pedal cycles, including electricallyassisted pedal cycles (EAPCs), and
e-scooters are constructed differently
and operate in different ways. The
Bicycle Association has prepared a
summary which compares them well
(see next page).
The most obvious differences
between bikes and e-scooters are the
wheel size and the location of the
centre of mass, both of which affect
their stability. For example, removing
a hand from the handlebars to signal is
relatively straightforward when cycling,
thanks to a bike’s larger wheels and
more centrally located centre of mass.

Voi rental e-scooters in Cambridge (Victoria Howkins, Unsplash)
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E-bikes and e-scooters compared (Figure 6 from the PACTS report 'The Safety of Private E-scooters in the UK').
However, an e-scooter’s smaller wheels
and a rider’s higher and more forward
position mean they are less stable.1
This means that e-scooter riders must
concentrate harder overall, especially
when accelerating and slowing down.
Although small wheels and a shorter
wheelbase make e-scooters more
manoeuvrable than bikes, they also make
them less able to handle changes in the
road surface.2 Studies show that more
casualties occur when losing control and
falling from e-scooters, rather than being
knocked off by another vehicle.3
Comparing the rates of injury for
e-scooters and bikes, including e-bikes,
in the UK is currently difficult because
we don’t know enough about the extent
of use of e-scooters. The publication of
data from the government-regulated
rental trials will give us more information,
and this should happen before the end of
the summer. In the meantime, indications
are that e-scooter riders are more likely

22

CAMCYCLE Summer 2022

to suffer serious injuries, especially head
injuries, than pedal cyclists.4

Because e-scooters are
not ‘just like bikes’ some
rules will be different: for
example mandatory helmet
wearing may be included
and lighting could be
required at all times
Change is coming
So what might the future be for
e-scooters? The UK has taken time
to consider the laws for e-scooters
(they have been in use in Europe and
the US for up to five years) and it has
recently been confirmed that the new

Transport Bill will include legislation for
a new category of light-electric vehicles,
starting with e-scooters.5 The earliest
the law might be changed is spring 2023,
requiring another extension to the rental
trials to maintain service. By mid-2023 it
is probable that more, and larger, rental
schemes will be permitted to operate
and that some private e-scooters will
be allowed on public roads. However,
safety regulations which are particular to
e-scooters will need to be clearly set out
and effectively enforced.
There will be lessons to learn from
the rental trials, from analysis of
collisions in the UK and from academic
research. These will all help inform safety
requirements for e-scooters specifically
and should apply to both private and
rental e-scooters. Because e-scooters
are not ‘just like bikes’ some rules will
be different from those for electrically
assisted bikes. For example, mandatory
helmet wearing may be included and

E-SCOOTERS: IN DETAIL
lighting could be required at all times.
The existing requirements for rental
e-scooters are expected to be retained.
These include capped speed (15.5mph
maximum) and controls on where they
are used (geo-fencing). Riders will also
probably have to be at least 14 years old,
never carry a passenger and never ride
on pavements.

A transport revolution?
The Transport Select Committee
recommended, in their 2020 report,
that legalising e-scooters would depend
on the rental trials demonstrating that
people were using them instead of a
private car and that they were using them
on roads and not pavements. Publication
of the evaluation of the rental trials will
enlighten us. However, early indications
from Europe are that people are replacing
safer and more active journeys, previously
taken by public transport or on foot. It
also appears, from police records and
some early data from rental operators,
that pavement riding is a problem.
E-scooters may be a ‘fun’ means of
transport and in Cambridge they appear
to be popular with tourists. The only
physical requirements are the ability to
press the button control to accelerate,
to balance while riding and to wheel
when parking. However, riders also need
endurance to tolerate the bumps on the
road and this, as early data from the rental
trials indicates, people seem to manage
for only 2-3km (a distance travelled in 30
minutes on foot).
Some operators of rental e-scooters
also provide shared bikes. These work
alongside more established schemes,
such as the Santander bikes in London
and traditional cycle rentals. Pedal cycles
and e-bikes can be hired from more
places, and can be used over a greater
area than rental e-scooters. The pedal
cycles and e-bikes may require a little
more effort to propel, but the rotating of
the pedals brings physical exercise into a

An e-scooter parking bay in Oxford (Pierre Marshall, Geograph, CC BY-SA 2.0)
rider’s journey. They also enable a rider to
safely bring along their shopping, children
or even pet with them.

Recent announcements by
the government indicate
that the rental schemes,
and some currently illegal
private e-scooters, will be
permitted for use more
extensively from 2023
A challenge for all rental micromobility is the storage required when
rental e-scooters, or e-bikes, are left in
public spaces. Some authorities require
designated on-road places, therefore
reducing clutter which pedestrians,
especially the visually impaired, struggle
to navigate around. It also starts a
rider’s journey on the road, rather than a
pedestrian area. Using one existing public
car parking space enables that space
to benefit more people in making their
journeys. It also makes the statement
that the local authority, and e-scooter
operator, are really making an effort to
bring a change to how people travel, and

is a practice that should be more widely
adopted.

Wheeling ahead
With multi-billion investments having
been made across the world, e-scooters
are here to stay. Recent announcements
by the UK government indicate that the
rental schemes, and some currently illegal
private e-scooters, will be permitted
for use more extensively from 2023.
E-scooters which are not much more
advanced than a child’s toy with a motor
attached put riders and other road users
at risk of injury, especially when ridden
without care. Legislation is expected
which will set regulations around the
construction and use of e-scooters,
thereby limiting speeds, setting wheel
sizes and requiring riders to meet various
requirements. However, the e-scooter
is still only one player in the expanding
market of micromobility. The pedal cycle
(with or without electrical assistance)
which provides a ready means of transport
for people of all ages and abilities, is not
likely to be superseded any time soon.
Margaret Winchcomb
Senior Research and Policy Officer
at PACTS and author of The Safety of
Private Scooters in the UK report

Paudel, M. An investigation into the design for rideability of small wheel single-track bicycles and e-scooters. Doctoral thesis, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore, 2019. 2 Posirisuk P, Baker C, Ghajari M, computational prediction of head-ground impact kinematics in
e-scooter falls, Accident Analysis & Prevention, Volume 167, 2022, 106567, ISSN 0001-4575. 3 PACTS-The-safety-of-private-e-scooters-inthe-UK-Final-Report.pdf. 4Meyer, HL., Kauther, M.D., Polan, C. et al. e-scooter, e-bike and bicycle injuries in the same period – a prospective
comparative study of a Level 1 trauma center. Trauma surgeon, 2022. 5Hansard: Queen’s Speech, Volume 822: debated on Wednesday 11
May 2022, Column 31. 62019 6t-bureau de recherche, Uses and Users of free-floating electric scooters in France, 158 p, 2019.

1

Summer 2022 CAMCYCLE

23

CAMCYCLE NEWS

Thank you to all who joined us for the
Over 800 people cycled from Cambridge
to Reach Fair on Bank Holiday Monday
as our guided ride returned after a threeyear gap. With no rain, wind or intense
heat, the weather was perfect for riding
and cyclists of all ages enjoyed pedalling
through the Fenland countryside.
In 2022, a record number of Penny
Farthings took part – six, including one
rider who had travelled up from Kent!
– and there was a notable increase in
family cargo cycles including many trailer
bikes, tandems and triplets. The youngest
participant was Mila, aged 9 months, who
giggled and napped in her family’s new
trailer. Teal, aged 5, was the youngest to
pedal independently all the way to the
fair, a particularly impressive achievement
on a tiny bike with no gears. He said the
ride was ‘Great as can be!’
Adriano Pallavicino, an adult participant,
agreed. Commenting on Facebook, he
said, ‘Thank you to all the people who
organised it, amazing experience!’
Along with Ely Cycle Campaign (see
box), we were also joined by some
members of KLWNBUG (the Norfolk and
Fens Cycling Campaign). Hunts Walking
& Cycling Group is hoping to organise a
group from St Ives next year.
In keeping with its 821-year old
tradition, the Reach Fair was opened
by the Mayor of Cambridge, Russ
McPherson, and pennies were thrown for
children to collect. The fair was back to
its pre-pandemic glory with stalls, rides,
entertainment, Morris dancing and a
traditional Maypole.
The Reach Ride wouldn’t be possible
without the hard work of many Camcycle
volunteers, plus sponsorship from
Cambridge City Council and Continental
Tyres – thanks everyone for your support!
It's never to early to start thinking about
next year's ride: this will take place on Bank
Holiday Monday 1 May 2023. Get in touch
if you'd like to join our team of volunteer
organisers or are part of an organisation
interested in sponsoring the ride.
Photos: Lucinda Price, Jeremy Peters,
Anna Williams and Tomas Gonzales.
Watercolour: Mark Skipper (bitterjug.com)
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REACH RIDE

triumphant return of the Reach Ride
A LEISURELY RIDE FROM ELY

More than twenty cyclists enjoyed the ride from
Ely to the Reach Fair this year. There were cyclists
from Cambridge and King’s Lynn as well as locals, and
the youngest participant was just eight years of age.
We enjoyed a leisurely countryside ride along byways and carfree lanes. It was great to be able to have a quiet chat with
folk from all over the place whilst enjoying the sights along the
riverbank and through Wicken Fen. Quiet that is until we met
with a mob of cyclists from Cambridge at Little Fen Drove! What
a remarkable mass of cyclists including those on cargo bikes,
tandems, triplets and even penny farthings.

We worked up an appetite with the 15-mile ride to Reach and
then took in all the delicious and enjoyable offerings of the fair.
We were a reduced bunch on the way back because most
elected to ride back to Cambridge, including the King’s Lynn
contingent. Doing Ely-Reach-Cambridge (or reverse) then
returning by train makes for a great day out.
The ideal cycling conditions on a very scenic route made the
outbound and the return journeys a fabulous experience. Please
can we have similar weather next year?
Ely Cycling Campaign (elycycle.org.uk)
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Introducing Josh Grantham, Camcycle's
new Infrastructure Campaigner

Cycling is freedom and adventure: Josh enjoys cycle touring and has ridden from Land's End to John O'Groats and explored Jordan.

C

ycling is freedom, freedom is
everything. That may be quite a
dramatic way to start an article,
but it's true for me now and always has
been. At age nine I'd had enough. No
longer did I want to be at the mercy of
my mum’s and dad's frankly appalling
timing. After six months of ‘campaigning’
I got my way and at the age of ten was
allowed to cycle to school by myself. I
think my mum was equally worried and
bemused: firstly the route was busy with
cars, and secondly my dad who worked
at the school would be driving regardless.
Yet no longer would I be reliant upon
them, freedom called, and I needed to
hit the road.
The 2.5-mile journey felt gigantic
to ten-year-old me, with two massive
hills to contend with (at least twice
as high as Castle Hill) and about five
friends' houses to call upon, it was
quite an adventure. I even started my
infrastructure campaigning, with the
school soon installing new sheltered
bike racks. Those memories are so vivid
to me, and the whole summer spent
building mud jumps and feeling free on
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my bike was magical. In this job I'm going
to try and channel that ten-year-old
version of myself. Stubborn, determined
and demanding freedom for my friends.
Then suddenly, aged eleven, my bike
commute was gone, my secondary school
being only a stone's throw from my house.
The benefit of this was obvious, I could
now enjoy waking up moments before
the bell and sneaking home every time
I forgot my gym kit. The negative was
that my bike fell away from my daily life.
I still rode on occasion, but things change
quickly at that age. Before too long I
had outgrown my bike and I looked to
my older siblings beginning to drive and
having that freedom I still craved.
I tried through the years to integrate
the bike into my daily life. A few times
I cycled to my first job. A five-mile ride,
mostly within centimetres of the A43.
On the first attempt I had two punctures
due to debris. In another attempt I
tried a cross-country route, only to be
confronted with rutted mud tracks,
‘private’ signs and angry farm dogs. The
final straw came when a car violently
pulled across my route, forcing me to stop

and verbally abusing me. It still feels sore
talking about that moment all these years
on and what a negative impact it had on
me. There is no disputing that cycling can
be tough in our current world, and for
many, including myself at the time, too
much of a challenge to overcome.
However, thanks to various trips to
the Netherlands and Belgium in my
early twenties, I knew things could be
different. I remember cycling on almost
endlessly smooth, tree-lined canal paths
and the throngs of bikes in the historical
squares in cities like Bruges, Rotterdam
and Amsterdam.
Then fortuitously I moved to
Cambridge. The city gave me a route back
in. But this time I had some damage to
undo, as for the first six months I would
cycle to the pub and city centre, yes, but
work was too much, too far, plus I had a
shiny car. It took six months for the traffic
jams to take their toll and from 1 January
(the only new year’s resolution I’ve ever
stuck to) I cycled to work. It wasn’t easy,
a 13-mile round trip took some getting
used to, the first week was hard and the
second week showed no signs of easing
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up. Then something amazing happened,
I fell in love. Yes, dramatic I know, but
there’s no other way of putting it. The
morning ride would get me set for the
day, a moment to myself, as opposed
to half an hour raging at the traffic. On
the way home it gave me a moment to
switch off and forget the stresses of the
day. My headspace was better, and my
physical health improved drastically.
Cambridge showed me a way to live my
life differently and I was loving it.
In 2018 I was accepted into that
year’s cohort for Engineering for
Sustainable Development, a Master’s at
Cambridge University. The programme
aims to produce engineers who can
lead change with the understanding and
skills necessary to conceive and deliver
fitting solutions to society’s needs and
to address global challenges. It did so
much more than that though: for me it
was a life-changing experience, and I
learnt every day from fellow students,
from all over the world, striving to
make a difference. My thesis focused
on the delivery of future urban spaces,
particularly
considering
car-free
development and the role of walking,
cycling and public transport.
During this time the bike had gone from
an important part of my life to somewhat
defining. I began enjoying cycle touring,
I’ve completed a solo Land’s End to
John O’Groats (LeJog) as well as rides in
Jordan and the Netherlands. I was less

than a month away from starting a cycle
and Trans-Siberian train ride to Tokyo
for the Olympics. Alas, covid-19 hit and
then I was cycling LeJog again before the
North Coast 500 and Coast to Coast and
last autumn from London to Glasgow
for COP26. I’ve still got the tan from my
recent trip to Mallorca. I love the variety
of a cycling holiday and the pleasure of
travelling great distances under your
own steam.

Cambridge showed me a
way to live life differently
and I was loving it!
I believe that walking and cycling
are the two key activities that, if fully
understood, unlock the fabric of the
built environment and allow us to create
healthy and sustainable communities. To
do this, we must challenge land-use policy
and master planning, which is, for the
most part, still dominated by a car-centric
approach. We also need communityled design, where we truly listen and
understand local needs. This is where I
hope I can make a difference through our
Zero Carbon Streets campaign.
After barely a month in my role as
Camcycle’s Infrastructure Campaigner, I'd
clocked up nearly 250km on the job. I’ve
spoken to people from across the region,
listening to their concerns and local issues.

New trustees join the Board
With a few spaces on our Board after the 2022 AGM, we are delighted to
announce that we have recently co-opted three new trustees.
Gabriel Bienzobas Mauraza is the leader of Milton Cycling Campaign and
would particularly like to see progress in the connections between villages
and towns in the Cambridge periphery. He aims to support our HR processes,
help shape policy and improve Camcycle's outreach.
Pip Emery brings brand strategy, communications and marketing
experience to the role of Camcycle trustee. Her professional background
included roles at Amnesty and Fairtrade International and locally she has
volunteered for Addenbrooke’s/ACT and Cambridge Sustainable Food.
She aims to widen Camcycle's appeal and work for deeper community
engagement, centred on the enjoyment of cycling.
Rosie Tween enjoys the freedom handcycling brings. She volunteers for a
national charity as a wheelchair skills trainer and believes there needs to be
a proper awareness of people who have ‘different abilities’. She wants to help
us work for diverse representation at every level of the planning process.
Find out more about all our trustees at camcycle.org.uk/trustees

In Cambridge with one of his many bikes!
I’ve seen the darker side with developers
trying to sell local communities short and
I’ve been energised through meeting so
many wonderful people in Camcycle.
I still pinch myself every day that this is
my job and I regularly remind my friends
who cycle that I'm actually a ‘professional
cyclist’. I'm here for everyone in this
community, to share my knowledge and
help envisage better places for our future,
so please reach out, say hi, drop me an
email, give me a wave, ask me a question!

PLEDGERS NEEDED FOR OUR
NEXT BIG GIVE CHALLENGE
It may be the Summer issue, but we're
already thinking about winter as we
prepare for our 2022 Big Give Christmas
Challenge match-funding campaign. This
year, we want to raise money for our
work for Cycling For All, with a focus on
removing barriers to cycling.
To help build our pot of match funds,
we’re looking for a number of ‘pledgers’
who can donate at least £500. If you
can support our work in this way, please
contact Roxanne by emailing her on
roxanne.debeaux@camcycle.org.uk as soon
as possible. Thank you!
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Out and about with the Camcycle stall bike

Reaching new people: Camcycle's stall bike visits the Arbury Carnival, Cambridge
Climate & Sustainability Forum Green Fair and the Vision Zero Road Safety Day of Action.
When we asked Camcycle members
in our 2021 membership survey about
ways to reach out to local communities
and share the joy of cycling, one of the
key priorities highlighted was taking our
stall bike to local festivals and events.
With that in mind, we are keen to get
out and about as much as possible this
summer and have been attending new
events such as the Arbury Carnival.
Thank you to all the wonderful
volunteers who have helped us on the
stall so far – if you'd like to get involved

in a future event, please email us at
contact@camcycle.org.uk. Support is
provided: all you need is a friendly face!
We'd also appreciate members getting
in touch to recommend events you think
we should attend. In general, we find
community fairs with high footfall to be
the most worthwhile, but are open to
trying new things, especially if we have
local volunteers to help. Tell us also
about cycle-themed merchandise: what
would you like to see on the stall? Which
local artists could we collaborate with?

HELP CTC CAMBRIDGE CELEBRATE ITS 100TH BIRTHDAY!
CTC Cambridge (the local
section of the Cyclists'
Touring Club, now renamed
Cycling UK) was 100 years
old in 2021. To mark the
end of our Centenary year
we are having a day of rides
and a celebratory tea at
Haslingfield Village Hall on
Sunday 10 July. Rides on the
day will include 100 mile and
100 km challenge rides and a short family-friendly led ride from Cambridge
to Haslingfield on traffic-free paths and quiet roads. This ride will travel at the
pace of the slowest rider and stop for breaks as needed, so will be suitable for
families with younger children.
Find more details and booking information on the CTC Cambridge website
at ctccambridge.org.uk. You are welcome to join one of our rides or just come
along for tea – we promise there will be plenty of home-made cakes, reminding
us that CTC really does stand for ‘Cake to Cake’!
John Seton and Yasmin Emerson

28

CAMCYCLE Summer 2022

THE FESTIVAL RETURNS!

After a quiet couple of years, we're
delighted to announce that the
Cambridge Festival of Cycling will
return this September – come and
join the fun! We're still confirming
details, but please save the dates
for the Cargo Carnival on Saturday
24 September and Stourbridge
Medieval
Fair
on
Saturday
3 September, where we'll have a
stall by the Chisholm Trail.
Camcycle is looking for volunteers
to help during the festival in roles
including marshalling rides, putting
up posters and helping on stalls. We
would also welcome sponsorship
from local organisations who
support our work. Please email us at
contact@camcycle.org.uk to find
out more.
We also love to promote other
cycling-related events during the
month so if you have an event you'd
like us to include, get in touch.

More information coming soon at
cambridgefestivalofcycling.org

CARGO

County

Cycling with cargo isn't just for Cambridge.
We talked to three people who are championing
pedal power outside the county's cycling capital.

A TRAILER FULL OF
MINI ADVENTURES!

Dondon Holden, Brampton
Being a mom of two young boys, I am
faced with the challenge of transporting
them around for both school and
recreation. I started to look into more
active ways to transport my children
that would also help me stay fit and
healthy. Since childhood, riding a bicycle
has always been rewarding in terms of
my mental and physical wellbeing, so
I wanted to find a solution to allow me
to transport my kids to school using
a bicycle. This would also reduce my

carbon footprint and help me
stay green. My first concern
was safety especially during the
colder, darker months. This was because
the route includes many fast and
narrow roads.
My initial research led me to the
cargo bike system. However this raised
two concerns. One is its high price
tag with a limited number of UK
manufacturers. The second is that
the shortcut passageway that is easily

accessible for
regular cycles has still not been widened
enough to accept cargo bikes, and
therefore limits my choice of routes. As a
result, I opted for a bike trailer as this has
more manoeuvrability. Owning a trailer
has become not only a necessity but a
brilliant way to transport my kids and
opened up opportunities for exploring
further afield; like our small trips to
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local stores, hair salon, town centre
and parks etc. This has also been made
easier by the fact that my kids find every
journey exciting, creating their own mini
adventures.

My experience of owning a trailer
has been a positive one overall, but I
have encountered some awkward and
unwelcoming passageways that restrict
my journey. These are quite difficult
to negotiate and I find some barriers
and width restrictions are too narrow
whether I am mounted or dismounted.
This can be a little discouraging especially
during school runs. Unfortunately in my
case, these shortcuts and passageways
happen to be the safest route for
transporting my kids away from the busy
main roads. Recently there have been
so many occasions where a cyclist has
been endangered by speeding vehicles.
Drivers are often impatient when sharing
the road with other road users such
as cyclists.

Using a bicycle as a form
of transportation is a great
way to cut congestion,
stay green and maintain a
fit and healthy lifestyle
Some of the roads have inadequate
warning signs in place to make drivers
aware of cyclists and I have encountered
abuse many times from impatient
drivers. However I will never let this
change my decision to use a bicycle as
a form of transportation as it's a great
way to cut congestion, stay green and,
most importantly, maintain a fit and
healthy lifestyle.
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OUT OF THE CAR AND INTO THE SADDLE
Nick Gellatly, Little Paxton

I've never been fit enough or fast enough to be a sports cyclist
and instead enjoy pootling around on my bike, stopping here for a
coffee and there for a slice of cake. However, most of my journeys
begin with a purpose – shopping, meeting friends or nipping into
town for something.
Though I cycled to school in the 1970s it never crossed my
mind to cycle to work, but when Royal Papworth Hospital
(where I worked at the time) moved to its new home next door
to Addenbrooke's a growing desire to pedal more, as well as
astronomical parking charges on the Biomedical Campus, gave
me the nudge I needed.
I knew I didn't 'have the legs' to make it all the way from Little
Paxton so compromised by hoisting my bike onto the back of my car
and driving to Madingley Road Park & Ride, before making the crossCambridge trip on two wheels through some lovely parts of the city.
My bicycle commute quickly became the highlight of my day,
so when the opportunity came to work closer to home with an
NHS community team in Huntingdon I had the opportunity to
cycle ALL the way to work and have done so every day for nearly
a year (c. 26km round trip each day) and saved £50 every week in
petrol into the bargain.

For a bit less than £100 I bought a bike
trailer and it has definitely proved its worth,
collecting grocery shopping from Tesco and
taking things to the recycling centre
In January, a breath drawn through the teeth of a local garage
mechanic prompted the end of one of the family cars. I wondered if
we could do without replacing it and I remembered from my rides
around Cambridge that lots of people use cargo bikes for activities
of daily living. Without wishing to reinforce a stereotype, I'm a
(sometimes) mean Scot, and raised an eyebrow at the price of these
fine machines. So I decided to give a trailer a go – particularly as I
wasn't sure how useful I'd find a load-lugging capacity.
So for a bit less than £100 I bought a bike trailer and it has
definitely proved its worth. Among other things, I can collect the
grocery shopping from Tesco at the other side of town (where I'm
their only engineless customer) and take things to the recycling
centre, but most importantly it gives me another opportunity to get
out on my bicycle and to meet my Strava km target for the week!
I can see a bright future for cargo bicycles, especially in the final
mile of the growing home delivery industry. Out here in the sticks
we may well be 'trailing' behind our friends in the city when it
comes to using bikes for travel and to transport things but judging
by the number of people who want to talk about my little trailer,
there's clearly an opportunity to encourage more activities out of
the car and into the saddle.

CARGO COUNTY

PEDALLING BOOKS INTO COMMUNITIES
ACROSS CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Ally Clarke, Cambridgeshire Libraries
At the end of May, Camcycle met Ally
Clarke from Cambridgeshire Libraries as
she prepared to launch two new bespoke
cargo bikes which will be pedalling into
local communities as part of the mobile
library service.
Bessie the Book Bike is an electricassist Urban Arrow provided to the
library as a result of funding from
the Department for Transport and
Energy Saving Trust’s eCargo Bike
Grant Fund, and City Changer Cargo
Bike, a Horizon 2020 Cycle Logistics
programme delivered in partnership with
Cambridgeshire County Council. Jessie
is a refurbished Bakfiets which had been
sitting unused in the storage arches
under Elizabeth Way. Both have now
been branded up (look closely to spot
the clever book names!) and are ready
to help local people borrow and renew
books and find out more about their
local library services.
Ally had seen book bikes like this in
Boston, USA and thought it was about
time some were created in the UK’s
cycling capital. She loves the fact that
the cycles are low-cost, eco-friendly and

adaptable ways to get out and about
into local communities. Bessie can be
booked for village fetes, school events,
old people’s homes and freshers' fairs.

Jessie, who has been regally
refurbished in purple courtesy of a
library grant to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee, will be carrying royaltythemed books and craft activities. At the
beginning of June, she began her own
mini Tour de Cambridgeshire in March,
and will also be visiting Ely, Huntingdon,
St Neots, Papworth and Cambourne.
Watch our video interview with Ally
Clarke on the Camcycle YouTube channel at
camcycle.org.uk/videos
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Pedalling
THE FAMILY WAY

Children can start participating in family cycle
trips from as young as three years old. Sarah
Hughes explores some of the many cycle options
on offer to help them share the ride.

“I love pedalling!” shouts my three year
old. She enjoys her first outing on our
Circe Helios triplet so much that she
insists we go out twice more later that
day. I get a sense she understands that
she’s just unlocked a new chapter in her
cycling life.
Cargo bikes are widespread in
Cambridge, but family cycling options that
enable children to pedal – trailerbikes,
FollowMes, tandems and triplets – are
perhaps rarer. Like cargo bikes, they allow
families to cycle distances, at speeds and
on routes that children would struggle to
cope with on their own bikes, but have
the important benefits that children build
strength and stamina while pedalling and
gain road experience. On a trailerbike
and tandem in particular, children sit very
close to the adult rider, so they are great
options for teaching road awareness:
you can talk about what you see in front
of you as you ride and highlight the
decisions you’re making. Perhaps most
importantly, though, by pedalling children
get to feel that they are fully participating
in a family’s cycling life, which can be very
motivating.
Local families and members of the
Family Cycling UK Facebook Group
shared with me their experiences of
family cycles for pedalling kids.

Anna's family use an Islabikes trailerbike
which requires a spanner to connect it to
the permanent rack attachment. (Note also
the child-seat attachment and trailer hitch
in this picture for fully flexible options!)
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Trailerbikes
Trailerbikes (also known as tagalongs)
consist of a single wheel, handlebars,
seat(s), pedals and sometimes gears.
Most accommodate one child in an
upright position, but some accommodate
two. They attach to adult bikes either
at the seatpost or via a special rear
rack (most users I spoke to strongly
recommend the latter). They pivot at the
point of attachment, can be detached for
transport or storage, and some models
can be fitted with panniers.
Camcycle’s Anna Williams spoke
enthusiastically about the benefits of
trailerbikes. Her family initially used
a
secondhand,
seatpost-mounted
tagalong, which proved useful, but when
they upgraded to two Islabike rackmounted trailerbikes (c. 1990s and sadly
no longer available), they really noticed
the difference! She says these are
extremely good quality and stay perfectly
upright the whole time. Anna’s youngest
started riding them at three and a half
and still uses them frequently aged five.
Anna’s eight year old still fits nicely too
and enjoys being stoker, but her ten year
old feels a bit too big on them now. Anna’s
family wanted an option that switched
easily between adult bikes (although
she says their models are a bit fiddly to
attach using a spanner). They have found
having additions to adult bikes, rather
than whole extra child-carrying cycles,
to be a good option in terms of storage
space and flexibility. They have also been

Richard and Alice use a WeeRide Co Pilot for journeys around Cambridge.
cost-effective, particularly as they were
purchased secondhand.
Richard Atkinson and his daughter
use a WeeRide Co Pilot for all their cycle
journeys in Cambridge. Richard says
“Alice really loves it, she knows it’s much
quicker and easier than walking”. He
appreciates the fact that it’s inexpensive,
light and you can go pretty fast on it,
compared with other heavier options,
such as cargo bikes. Richard detaches the
trailerbike for storage after every journey
using its quick-release mechanism,
however attaching it only takes a couple
of minutes. He says that the adult rider
needs to get used to the handling of the
bike-tagalong combination. He allows
longer stopping distances and adjusts for

the bike’s much bigger turning circle. He
has also learnt to keep the bike stable if
Alice wobbles.
Tom and Katie Jones and their
daughters, then five and four, cycled
from Land’s End to John O’Groats
using trailerbikes. Tom thinks the rackmounted Islabike is a great option as
it is manoeuvrable and lightweight,
compared to a FollowMe. Terry Adams
from Royston used a Weehoo bike trailer
(a recumbent trailerbike with a backrest
and seatbelt) with his daughter Iona,
before she was confident balancing on
a bike to cover 15-20 miles a day, on
routes in Devon and Cornwall including
the Strawberry Line, Camel Trail and a
section of the Tarka Trail.

Joining the adventures: Ruth and Rhoda cycled from Land's End to John O'Groats on Islabike trailerbikes, while Iona explored Devon and
Cornwall using a Weehoo bike trailer.
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FollowMe
When Terry Adam’s daughter Iona was
approaching five, she graduated to
cycling her own bike attached to Terry’s
using a FollowMe tandem hitch – a
device that tows a child’s bike behind
an adult bike. Tom McKeown’s review in
Newsletter 126 (June-July 2016) describes
the FollowMe in detail. It accommodates
bikes with 12” to 20” wheels, so works
with children aged approximately three
to eight, and is inexpensive compared to
a tandem.
Terry chose this option as he
particularly wanted Iona to cycle
independently some of the time, then
be towed when she tired. Terry finds it
stable and secure and hasn’t found the
additional weight on his bike a problem.
He attaches/detaches Iona’s bike in
about 3 or 4 minutes.
When Iona was five, she and Terry
did a four-day cycle tour along the
east side of the John Muir Way using
the FollowMe. The trip was a great
success, made feasible by the FollowMe
as Iona couldn’t manage a full day of
independent riding. The FollowMe also
made travelling to the start of the tour
by train hassle-free, as Terry knew the
bikes, when detached, would fit on the
train. So much fun was had that they
returned in 2021 to complete the west
side of the John Muir Way and also
rode from London to Brighton later that
summer. They are avid FollowMe fans!

The Adams family's tour of the John Muir way was made possible by the FollowMe.

WHY WE USE A FOLLOWME
I wanted a cycling option that included
the child's full bike, so we could use the
attachment to take them somewhere to
ride. Previously our son's balance bike often
travelled with us strapped to the parcel rack.
With the FollowMe we can allow the kids
to ride solo on quieter or off-road routes such
as the northern busway, but attach them
back on for busier routes or to help them
once they're tired of riding alone. With each
of our children we started at age four and our
eldest used it until he was seven or eight.
I've found that the FollowMe eliminates
the leaning movement from other bike towing
options. For me the lean from a tagalong's
connection from seat stem to handlebar stem
was alarming waiting in traffic and didn't
provide the correct balancing experience for
the children to learn from.
Tom McKeown

Tandems and triplets

Sarah and daughters ride a triplet on the 2022 Reach Ride.
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Tandems and triplets come in many different shapes and sizes to
suit different purposes and rider teams, with some accommodating
very young children. Although the most expensive option, they
often offer the best riding experience and can be great for longer
trips and touring. A triplet is also the best option if two children want
to pedal with one adult rider (twin trailerbikes tend to be unstable).
The users I spoke to mentioned a few practicalities to bear in mind
if you are considering acquiring a tandem or triplet. These bikes
are longer than standard cycles, so storage, parking, transport by
car and train, and routes with chicanes are more challenging, the
degree of which will depend on the model, length and weight of
the bike. Triplet and tandem users also tend to become familiar
with maintaining and modifying their bikes, as they are harder to
recover if they break down than a regular cycle, and need to be
adapted to fit as children grow.
Tom Jones and family (@FamilyByCycle) from Wellingborough have
an Onderwater triplet, a Thorn Me ‘n’ U2 childback triplet and a Thorn

FAMILY CYCLING

The Jones boys demonstrate their 'people carrier' set up: an Onderwater triplet with front box and trailer, while the girls cycle the Thorn
triplet , a lighter and faster option for touring and sport.
Raven childback tandem. Tom is a big fan
of pedalling options, over family cargo
bikes (he moved his three elder children
out of the bike trailer and onto pedals
at around three or four), as they give his
children a sense of enfranchisement in
their family’s exciting and adventurous
cycling life.
He says the Onderwater is his family’s
“people carrier”: a practical option for
short, everyday cycling trips (school run,
shopping) of around 1.5 miles with his
younger kids aged nine, eight and three.
There's room for an extra toddler saddle
in front of the adult rider and a child/
junior bike seat to the rear. There’s also
space for lots of cargo in the bike’s front
box (his addition) and the Croozer trailer
he tows.
The Onderwater is unusual in that the
stokers sit at the front of the bike and
the adult pilot steers from the back seat
(my son loved this design when we testrode one). Tom says this makes the bike
especially good for teaching roadcraft,
as the children have such a good view of
the route ahead of them when seated in
height order. He also notices a difference
when three pairs of eyes, rather than
one, communicate intent to other road
users. Another child-friendly feature is
the freewheel mechanism: children can
sit with the cranks level while the adult
continues to cycle so, the pedals don’t
hit them when they have a rest.
The bike is huge, so Tom feels it
has great presence on the road when
ridden in primary position, which is
helpful when the infrastructure is
inhospitable. Despite its size, he says it is

‘impeccable’ to ride, and remains wellplanted on the road, even when going
fast downhill. Tom’s plans for the future
include adding e-assist, as he thinks this
would make his Onderwater a true car
replacement for his family (longer trips or
hilly routes are hard work). I would add
that the Onderwater tandem is much
lighter than the triplet and easier to
cycle, and is a much more approachable
option without e-assist.
Tom uses his lighter and faster Thorn
triplet and tandem as touring and sport
bikes for 50+ mile days with his eight and
nine year old daughters. He’s used them
with children from about four to twelve,
with lots of adjustment and swapping of
components to get a perfect fit for each
individual rider. Of his Thorn triplet, he
says: “On a flat road, with your little

crew on the back, it’s a rocket ship. I
absolutely love the surge of power Ruth
and Rhoda can deliver when you put the
hammer down. It’s like a human e-assist,
and once you get it wound up, it really
does motor”.
Geoff Moggridge and family use the
extremely flexible Circe Helios, which
can adapt as a family grows and carry
cargo as well as kids. Geoff originally
used the bike as a tandem to go touring
with his wife. After his children were
born, the bike was reconfigured to fit two
child seats in place of the second saddle.
Once his elder daughter was old enough
to pedal, her bike seat was replaced with
a child-size saddle and crankset. When
it was time for his younger daughter
to pedal, the bike was converted from
tandem length to a triplet, with a second

The Moggridges' Circe Helios has adapted as their family has grown, transforming from a
standard tandem to one with two child seats and then on to a three-saddle triplet.
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child-size saddle and crankset. You can
hear their story and watch their bike
in action at camcycle.org.uk/videos.
For more Helios inspiration, read how
Yasmin and Chris Emerson and their
three children use triplets and tandems
for cycling touring and to enable their
car-free life in Magazine 145 (Winter
2019) and Magazine 151 (Summer 2021).
Rachel and her husband also adapted
their existing tandem - a 1972 George
Stratton - for their child to ride. Inspired
by her husband’s childhood tandemriding experiences, they fitted kiddy

Inspired by her husband's
childhood tandem-riding
experiences, Rachel and
her husband fitted kiddy
cranks so that their two
and a half year old could
ride in stoker position

The first try-out of the kiddy cranks was a wonderful eye-opening moment!

cranks (a seat tube attachment that
allows a child-size crankset to be fitted
part way up a rear seat tube) so that their
then two and a half year old could ride
in stoker position. Rachel says the first
tryout was a wonderful, eye-opening
moment. She was nervous, but her

son, already proficient on his balance
bike, coped just fine sitting high up on
the bike seat. In fact, he really enjoyed
himself and went on to use the tandem
a lot with his father. The experiment
was such a success that when their
second child reached a similar age, they

fitted out a second tandem (one her
husband had ridden as a child from his
parents’ garage) so they could ride as
a family. Her younger child also rode
a FollowMe, but definitely preferred
the tandem, as he sat higher up, could
communicate more easily with the adult
rider and reach any snacks in the adult’s
jersey! Rachel and her husband use their
tandems for everyday cycling, leisure
rides and camping tours. Her eldest now
much prefers riding his own bike, but her
youngest still chooses to use a modified
tandem (see picture on page 32).

The Emerson family love to explore on their
'Bikes of Unusual Size': a Circe tandem and
a Thorn triplet.
Find more information about family cycling and different
styles of cargo bike on our website at camcycle.org.uk/
cargobikes and YouTube channel (camcycle.org.uk/videos)
as part of the City Changer Cargo Bike project, a Horizon
2020 Cycle Logistics programme delivered in partnership
with Cambridgeshire County Council.
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Memories

YEAR-ROUND CYCLING

A ‘second car’ without fuel costs and with years full of great experiences thrown in.
Laura Green's family love their cargo bike and all the joy it's brought them.

We have had our cargo bike for four years
now and buying it was one of the best
decisions we have made. Our bike has
become our second car, only without the
cost of fuel and servicing. My favourite
thing about it is our easy commute to
and from school, whatever the weather.
No frantic rush to school sitting in traffic,
scrambling to get a parking space, or
stressful moments with the kids on their
own bikes navigating busy pathways or
fast roads. We have a happy cycle when
the kids get fresh air and can call hi to their
friends or spot squirrels, or at Christmas
time spot fairy lights! On the way home
they chat in the bike whilst having a snack
so by the time we have got home we’re
ready to get on with the rest of the day.
We did look at lots of different options
for cargo bikes and bike seats etc and for
us the Winther Kangaroo Lite just had
everything – a rain cover, roll bars for
added safety, storage space which easily
takes two big school bags, football and
ballet bags and a violin!

We started with a non-electric
bike as I remember claiming
“there are no hills in Cambridge”
so why go electric?! Fast forward
a few years and the girls have
grown and are heavier and it
was getting to the point where
I couldn't comfortably cycle the
distance. We converted the bike
ourselves to electric which has
given us years of extra use of
the bike, we just wish we’d gone
electric in the first place!
What started as just using
the bike for school soon
became our mode of transport
for popping into town, going to
the park, going for family rides,
going to and from swimming or
ballet or parties. It’s given us
lots of lovely memories and will
be a part of our lives that we
look back on in the future with
real fondness and nostalgia.
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Summer
HERE COMES

Break out of the cycling utility life and have
some fun! Try bikepacking, a cycle tour with café
stops or a social ride with a friendly group. Alan,
David and Des tell you more...
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I HADN'T CAMPED FOR 40 YEARS
BUT NOW I'M HOOKED
Alan Ackroyd

It’s great to get to know the local roads, and my rides have
enabled me to enjoy lots of beautiful places that I'm familiar
with around the city and the county, but I do like a bit of
exploration! I bought a used mountain bike last summer and it
has opened up two great new experiences for me.
The Ordnance Survey maps show many bridleways and
rights of way that take you off roads and across country on
a bike. I started with the Roman Road from the Gog Magog
hills to Horseheath and several routes leading out from the
Wilbrahams. Some are easy and open, others muddy, bumpy
and brambly (not so keen on them!) but I’ve travelled into the
depths of peaceful countryside and encountered sights of
wildlife and views of tranquillity that I’ve never seen on the
roads – it’s like dropping into a different world, and home in
time for tea! I can also link up previously separated road routes
with a change of perspective that enables me to appreciate
them anew.
Then I bought a tent! I’d not camped for 40 years and things
have come on a bit since then. I experimented with a couple
of nights on the back lawn (the neighbours’ doubts about my
sanity were confirmed) before loading up to experience a local
campsite. An evening meal and a breakfast on my little stove
and a good night’s sleep in between: I was hooked!
I’ve been stretching my wings since then. I’ve been as far
north as Beverley in Yorkshire and followed the National Cycle
Network Route 1 to the Norfolk coast before I had to appear
at home for my wedding anniversary! I also rode west to cross
the Severn to Chepstow and then up through Wales, nearly
half way to Anglesey before cutting for home in the face of
torrential rain in the mountains. I’ll be back with some better
kit to complete the ride to Anglesey next summer!
I appreciate the attractions of a proper bed and more
substantial accommodation (and I can use a B&B if I want
to) but I set out with bike and tent every morning, free to go
wherever I want, not knowing where or how far I’ll go, where I’ll
eat, where I’ll sleep or how the day will unfold. There might be
places to visit or sights to see. I might put on the miles or laze
in the sun. I’ve met some fascinating people and I can plan and

re-plan as I go. People ask what I think about all day: always
the road and traffic, then the views, the crops, the wildlife, the
buildings, the birds, the weather forecast, the bike and that
fixation for everyone on a cycle ride – tea and cake!
I have wild-camped but I much prefer to ask permission
and have been warmly welcomed in several different places. I
have used a few campsites but they are increasingly aimed at
caravans and camper vans whose occupants typically watch TV
till late at night when I want to sleep – and I have found myself
unable to get out of locked gates until 9am when I get up with
the dawn and want to get a few miles in before breakfast. A
hot shower is nice though! But wherever I camp I leave only
flattened grass – no other trace of my presence at all, ever.
And I can ride on any right of way, track or bridleway, but not
footpaths. The UK's tourist destinations have been overloaded
these last two staycation years, but I’ve had a wonderful time
and haven’t seen the crowds at all. Now for next year I’m going
to finish that Wales trip and I’m planning Land’s End to John
O’Groats, maybe continuing to Orkney and Shetland. That will
stretch me and I’m old enough to know better, but it’s such fun!
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WE'RE A FRIENDLY GROUP WHO
SUPPORT EVERYONE
Des Pullar

Cambs Custom Cycles is for all cyclists. Whatever you pedal,
you can ride with us; in fact, just having an interest in cycling
is good enough to be a part of our group. We ride throughout
the year, and will support people wanting to get into cycling,
whether they want to use road bikes to get fit, get muddy on
the trails on a mountain or gravel bike, or just learn to ride
safely to the shops and back. Nobody is judged: two miles
or 200, we have people in the group who do either of those
and everything in between. We started because there don't
seem to be many cycling groups for all cyclists or even the
everyday cyclists, most others seem to be for those with road
or mountain bikes.
We have a huge amount of knowledge in the group from
bike packers who know the many cycling routes and places
to stay to off-roaders who know all the trails, and a few bike
builders who help out with the technical stuff too.
The group has a great admin team but we encourage everyone
to get involved, we are for the members first and foremost. On
rides we never leave anyone behind and the pace is always
set to match the slowest riders. Our team is mostly based in
Peterborough and can be found on the Facebook page (search
Cambs Custom Cycles) via Instagram (@cambscustomcycles)
or on our new Twitter page (@CCCycles2017).
I organise a lot of the weekly rides. Michael is our longdistance rider and visits many places across the UK by bike
and train. Scott helps with ride support for longer rides, he's
offered his help as a support vehicle too. Tahir helps with some
fantastic suggestions for keeping the group running smoothly,
safe and above all friendly. Saud is based in Ely and is a founder
member with me, he organises summer family rides. Martin
and Gary help with rides, keeping members safe and making
sure nobody is left behind or gets too far ahead. We have a
Cambridge area rep Tom Rees, he's a custom bike builder with
a few fantastic bikes and great knowledge of the area. Finally, a
special mention for my partner Sallyann for putting up with my
bike obsession and joining in occasionally too!
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COMBINE BIKE, TRAIN AND CAFÉS
FOR NCN11 DAY TRIPS
David Earl

KING'S LYNN

The journey across the eastern Fens parallels the railway. That
means it is easy to cycle in sections along with the train. For
example, just Ely to Downham Market, rather than the whole
trip (which would be ambitious for a single day). Because it is
part of the National Cycle Network it is signposted. It's not a
coincidence that the NCN includes places to visit along the way:
• A
 nglesey Abbey (National Trust property, café),
• W
 icken Fen nature reserve (cycleway runs through it;
café),
• E
 ly (cathedral, station),
• O
 use Washes (Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust reserve,
visitor centre, café),
• T
 en Mile Bank (alternatively side roads to/from Littleport
station),
• D
 enver Sluice (where several rivers meet at locks and big
gates - Jenyns Arms pub, nice café/tea room at Denver
Mill about a mile further),
• D
 ownham Market (shops, station, cafés),
• W
 atlington (station) and
• K
 ing's Lynn.

WATLINGTON

DOWNHAM MARKET

LITTLEPORT
ELY

CAMBRIDGE

Background: OpenStreetMap (CC BY-SA 2.0).

OTHER DAY TRIP IDEAS
Like most NCN routes, it follows cycleways and quiet roads.
From Cambridge, follow NCN 51 (not NCN 11 as it doesn't
link up), along Riverside and Ditton Meadows. After the tunnel
under the A14, leave NCN 51 and turn left, through Quy village,
then join the signposted cycleway to Anglesey Abbey. Turn left
to Lode, then just follow the NCN 11 signs (there's a sharp right
a mile out of Lode, easy to miss) and go into the fens proper:
White Fen, Adventurer's Fen, Wicken Fen (above). Note that
the Cock-Up bridge over Burwell Lode includes steps which
require you to lift your cycle – rerouting via Upware or Reach
and Burwell avoids this. Then stay on NCN 11 as far as you like.
While the open Fens can sometimes mean headwinds,
several sections are below the riverbank, which helps as a
shield. If you get to King's Lynn, further north to Castle Rising
(castle!), Sandringham, Snettisham and Hunstanton (chips!) is
also pretty, especially in spring. But the railway stops at King's
Lynn, so that part is a round trip.

• T
 ake the train to King’s Lynn and follow NCN Route 1
to Snettisham Beach and beyond. Read Matthew
Danish's account in Newsletter 133 for inspiration.
• T
 ake the train to Norwich for a ride around the city
or to join the Marriott’s Way. Read Steve Williams'
camping adventures in Magazine 147 for inspiration.
• R
 ide to any of the
destinations along the
Busway path. If you reach
St Ives, treat yourself to a
cake in Camcycle member
James Powley's new cyclefriendly establishment:
the Commute Cafe
(commutecafe.co.uk).
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Inspiration
FOR A LOW-TRAFFIC CITY

At Camcycle’s monthly meeting in May we
were joined by Filip Watteeuw, the deputy
Mayor for Mobility, Public Space & Urban
Planning in the Belgian city of Ghent. His
presentation is a must watch and is available
to view again on our YouTube channel at
camcycle.org.uk/videos.
Filip talks in detail about the traffic
circulation plan for the city which
transformed transport and improved
liveability. All this achieved in under three
years and for less than €5 million. There’s
a good chance that right now you’re
perhaps perplexed or sceptical: just how
much better is it anyway? I mean €5 million
barely buys you a bridge these days and
the Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro,
which was seen as the only way to resolve
Cambridge’s transport issues, was estimated
in the region of £4 billion. Yet the facts speak
for themselves. Here are just ten of them:
• O
 ne weekend to complete the physical
implementation of the Circulation Plan
• 60% increase in cycling
• 55% increase in public transport
• 35% fewer accidents
• Improved air quality
• J ourneys by young people now 50% bike,
20% foot.
• C
 ar ownership per household falling 1.22015, 1.1-2018, 1.0-2021
• 1
 5% of paved areas replaced with
greenery and landscaping
• V
 ehicular concessions
mobility residents

for

restricted

• 7
 1% of residents in the inner city say it is
a more pleasant place to live
In the following section, Camcycle member
Bill Blake shows how Cambridge could be a
low-traffic city, based on experience from
Groningen, Leuven and Ghent. Since this
piece was written, the Greater Cambridge
Partnership has published its own draft
Road Classification plan (see page 16) which
is out for public consultation. We'd love to
know what you think of these proposals
and to hear ideas of your own. Together,
let's help to build consensus between
neighbourhoods for the low-traffic city of
the future and create an inspiring city vision
that can be shared by all.
Josh Grantham
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TRAFFIC REDUCTION

A LOW-TRAFFIC CAMBRIDGE
IS POSSIBLE

Martelarenlaan, Leuven. Reduction in roadway width combined with a ban on through traffic creates a quiet street with green space.
Perhaps this could be an inspiration for a street like Coldham's Lane?

I

n 2017, Mobility Mayor of Ghent Fillip
Watteeuw used a traffic circulation
plan to achieve traffic reduction and
increase active travel uptake in his city.
In Cambridge, a new road hierarchy
and congestion charging have been
proposed by the Greater Cambridge
Partnership (GCP). Meanwhile reducing
carbon dependency and promotion of
active travel has pushed traffic reduction
up the political agenda. When these, the
first proposals for traffic management
since the 1980s, were announced in
November 2021, the reaction from a
vocal minority was clear: they were ‘antidemocratic’, ‘discriminatory’ and a ‘threat
to our freedoms’.

Is public highway access
discriminatory ?
Inequality in mobility is historic. Until
the 19th century, if you couldn't afford
a horse, Shanks' pony (walking) was your
only option. By the 1840s, the railway
had arrived and by 1890 the safety
cycle began its promise of mobility for

the masses. The ‘right’ to be free to
travel is conditional on wealth and, just
as the rights inherent in the use of the
highway have derived from basic public
safety needs, transport choices are not
consensual but pragmatic. Such ‘rights’
have evolved from the days of the
turnpike, through the Locomotive Act
1865 (known as the Red Flag Act) up
to the present hierarchy of use in the
Highway Code.

Turning around 50 or
60 years' worth of policy
direction is not easy:
generations have enjoyed
car ownership and are
reluctant to change
How democratic is mobility?
No change in travel modes has ever been
democratically endorsed. In 2011, 66.4%

of households in Cambridge had a car or
van1 suggesting a third of households
didn’t have the same freedom as those
with a motor vehicle. Would universal
car ownership be fair or practical? Would
a vote for the dominance of the public
road by the private car have a majority?
The current situation is discriminatory
in that travel modes are not equally
accessible, but are managed with priority
given to motor traffic.
Nationally, 47% of the adult
population have the use of a car.
Provision for the 53% is way behind
spending supporting private car use2.
The cost of cars is a mobility barrier
and support for public transport does
not mitigate this. Our national and local
authorities have poured billions of our
money into highways to enable mobility
for those who can afford car ownership.
The DfT budget allocated for motor
traffic (2020/21 spending on highways
is £11.72bn) dwarfs spending on public
transport (which, in 2020/21, including
rail, is £3.92bn)3; is this discrimination?
Peak time congestion, global resource
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limits, pollution and climate impacts
all impinge on the viability of universal
car use. Turning around 50 or 60
years' worth of policy direction is not
easy: generations have aspired to, and
enjoyed, car ownership and are reluctant
to change the habits of a lifetime.

Traffic reduction by
circulation planning:
the future?
Roads have been managed for decades
to ‘maintain flow’ or ‘predict and provide’
for traffic growth for the benefit of the
private car user. Changing priority from
cars to people is a shift toward travel
modes that benefit our health and
environment. The new Highway Code
recognises that the most vulnerable
should be treated with the greatest care
and our infrastructure needs to adapt.
Limiting motor access neighbourhood
by neighbourhood, with through
motor traffic taking a peripheral path,
changes streets from traffic conduits to
active travel spaces with quality of life
benefits. I have seen this.4 It works and
it is becoming a template across Europe.
Circulation planning for people priority
means using the car differently; a small
city like Cambridge really doesn’t need a
‘drive to buy’ model to thrive, and moving
traffic away from the centre makes the

centre a much more attractive place.
What would it be like?
In 2018 56% of trips by car were
under 5 miles. Cambridge is only 5 and
a half miles wide. Cutting out short car
journeys could really change things.
Imagine walking down St Andrew's St
without having to hop on and off the
crowded pavement into the path of
traffic?
Closing through routes to motor
traffic makes space for the people who
live along them. We already enjoy a
number of Low Traffic Neighbourhoods
(LTNs) which kill rat-running and they
are desirable places to live. What they
don’t do is change the circulation across
the whole city. In Ghent they made the
radials ‘access only’ as a means to enter
or leave a neighbourhood: if you want to
cross the city by car you need to leave
the neighbourhood at its outer edge and
drive around the periphery leaving the
inner roads for active travel.
The Ghent plan is designed to ensure
public transport, commercial and
disabled access but always with a view
to keeping public spaces public by use
of flexible filtering. The new space freed
from motor traffic means wider footways,
more green space, reliable buses and,
paradoxically, better neighbourhood
parking. Each neighbourhood forms a
pizza-slice-shaped zone with car access
only from the edges, the ‘spoke’ roads

becoming a mix of one-way, reducedwidth roads. Fillip Watteeuw shows
how cities like Utrecht and Copenhagen
created circulation paths to reduce
traffic5. Unlike Utrecht and Copenhagen,
Ghent developed a circulation plan that
didn't rely on costly engineering to work.

How could it work?
Applied to Cambridge, a city with a third
of the population and about a quarter
of the area, the Ghent model would
prevent cars traversing the city centre. I
think this could divide the city into eight
neighbourhoods and one big car-free/
pedestrian priority zone (see diagram
on next page). My proposal for the
circulation of motor traffic would mean:
• d
 riving from one neighbourhood to
the other would use the M11, A14,
A1134 peripheral route
• s ome streets could change direction or
be cut for cars (not for buses and taxis).
This could be worthwhile, since:
• t he city centre would remain
accessible. Not only pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport will
benefit
• c ar drivers that absolutely need to be
in the city centre could reach their
destination faster. Suppliers, health
care providers or elderly people would
get to the city car parks more easily
• t he Circulation Plan keeps the city
liveable. Cyclists, pedestrians, taxis
and buses take up less of the limited
available public space than cars.

The radials could be very
different

Flexible modal filter at Tiensestraat in Leuven. The sign will indicate what class of vehicle
can pass by lighting up the car, cycle and moped symbols in red or green.
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Mill Road, which divides North and
South Romsey, could change from being
a through corridor to a light-traffic access
road with more space for leisure, business
and active travel. By removing the
‘through’ element time spent there could
increase as ‘drive to buy’ becomes less
attractive compared to more sustainable
modes. Coldham's Lane could change
from ‘an informal part of the ring road’ to
a green-way from Cherry Hinton opening
up the common and healing the fracture
in the Chisholm Trail.

TRAFFIC REDUCTION

It’s personal
Would a circulation plan like this be
welcomed by all who live and use
Cambridge? Absolutely not. Can a
shift from a car-centric plan achieve
behavioural change? Yes it can and does.
How can these contradictory things be
resolved? It comes down to political
will. We elect our representatives to
do the best we think they can for us.
Candidates don't want to get involved
in bitter personal mobility disputes,
and support for public transport is
always strong on promises and weak on
delivery. No wonder ‘no change’ is the
default position: who wants to face the
noise of distressed motorists who find
driving to the city takes a little longer
or have to go the long way around to
undertake a short journey that might
be better walked, ridden or bussed?
In Ghent it took a left/green coalition
to get the change they need: what would
it take here?6

Map of the Circulation Plan in Ghent, introduced in 2017. Drivers must use the ring road
to access each of the six zones surrounding the car-free centre (shown in orange).
Why should I have to press a button
and wait while the 'more important'
people in cars pass by before I cross the
road?
Why should parents be afraid to let
their children ride or walk to school for
fear of cars?
Bill Blake
racfoundation.org/assets/rac_foundation/
content/downloadables/car ownership
rates by local authority - december
2012.pdf. 2nimblefins.co.uk/cheap-carinsurance/number-cars-great-britain.
3
statista.com/statistics/298667/
united-kingdom-uk-public-sectorexpenditure-national-roads. 4https://ecf.
com/news-and-events/news/32-morecycling-one-year-after-eliminating-throughcar-traffic-centre-leuven. 5https://stad.
gent/en/mobility-ghent/circulation-plan/
principles-circulation-plan. 6https://www.
cadencemag.co.uk/ghent-changing-thewhole-circulation-plan-overnight-a-strongpolitical-decision
1

Bill's diagram above shows what a whole city circulation plan might look like for Cambridge with a central core and eight
low-traffic zones linked by the 'ring' of the A14,M11, A1134 & A1303. What do you think? Do you have other ideas? Please get
involved with the GCP Road Classification consultation and help shape Camcycle's position. Read more on page 16.
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THE CHANGEMAKERS (part 4)
To achieve our county's climate goals, communities across the county must come together to work
for change. In each issue we feature some of the local groups that are already doing just that.

REDCROSS AREAS RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (RARA) AND CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE
RedCross Areas Residents Association
& Neighbourhood was set up in 2020 in
response to long-embedded and ongoing
suspicious and anti-social issues. It brought
agencies together to work together positively
to address these just as the pandemic hit.
Over the past two years we have
concentrated on greening up and cleaning
up the area. This in turn led to shopping,
baking, prescription drop-offs and checking
in on shielding, isolating and elderly
neighbours. The children and young people
living in the community got involved in litter
picking and taking crafts and gifts to both
families and NHS/key workers. The area not
only improved physically but the community
started to get involved in the activities and
as the area became more of an active travel
route it was used by locals, people from
neighbouring areas and workers for the
school run, cycling and jogging, making it a
more vibrant area.
Last year, a new children’s committee
was formed with Hope (left) as its Chair and
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Penelope as her Honorary Executive Officer.
Members MacKayla, Kayla, Otis, Jasper,
Isla, Mikael and Talia always welcome new
residents’ children to join them. They have
helped keep the area and roads clean and
watered the new trees. With the help of the
city council’s Streets and Open Spaces team,
they created Hope's Friendship Garden with
raised beds, developed their own notice
board and were involved in the creation of
a video piece for a Cambridge Biomedical
Campus Arts project. Next they supported
a neighbourhood afternoon on 5 June (the
first in 40 years) with lots of free food,
crafts, music, dance and sports funded by a
Cambridge Council Platinum Jubilee grant.
To promote the event some of the children
created silhouettes on Red Cross Lane and
collected together fabric hand prints from
those who live here to form bunting all
around the community notice boards.
Hope says: “I'm so happy to be the Chair of
the RARA children's committee, I am proud
that Anna Garrett-Quinton’s tree is in our

ZERO CARBON STREETS

A10 CORRIDOR CYCLING CAMPAIGN

lane and we water it every day. It is a peaceful quiet place
where her family, colleagues and friends can remember her,
we have planted bright flowers around it because Anna
loved wild flowers. I hope that for many years people in
our committee and local community will join their voices to
the campaign to make the roundabout by Addenbrooke’s
Hospital safer. There's a ghost bike there to remember Anna
and to remind people to drive more safely and to feel for
others and not just for themselves. I write this with the
memory of Anna in my heart’.
Imogene Blackburn-Horgan

Though it’s not every
day I write an article,
this is an important
subject that requires
attention. So I've
done my best to tell
you about it.
I ride my bike
because
it’s
an
amazing feeling of
freedom that I really
enjoy, and I believe
it’s important that the
roads are safe so that
we can enjoy riding
Aged six, Iris (above, in the white top)
without a high risk of
asked the GCP how old will she be when
danger.
a cycle bridge over the A10 is built.
I was partly inspired
Four years on, she's still waiting...
to get involved in the
A10 Corridor Cycling
Campaign by the annual ride to Cambridge, which I did for the
first time when I was five. This was a ride to Cambridge that
would seem like a long way, but I ate plenty of bananas to keep
me going. The reward was some nice cake which I really looked
forward to every time I did this ride, and I still do now.
But it was when I went to the Greater Cambridge Partnership
(GCP) meeting, to campaign for a bridge over the A10 to be
built so that people can ride to Royston without using the
dangerous road, that I really got involved. I went there and
asked a question that I think has affected this push for the
bridge quite a bit. I asked: How old will I be when I can cycle
over that bike-bridge safely? I asked that four years ago when I
was six. Now I’m ten and the bridge still hasn’t been built.
The reason I campaigned for the bridge to be built was
because it will enable more cycling. This not only would save
a lot of money that otherwise would be spent on fuel, but is a
great and environmentally friendly activity. With that bridge,
everyone could easily ride to Royston and back (without the
danger of the A10).
Another thing that inspired me to campaign was the JTAs,
or Junior Travel Ambassadors, because they had a similar idea
and made my school more eco-friendly. They encouraged
more people to cycle or walk to school instead of driving. Even
though I was not old enough to be a JTA, I was able to join
them on a trip to the train station in Shepreth. While there,
I won a family of rubber duckies that I had been awarded for
building my own road out of socks, wooden animals and some
tiny bicycles for a competition of the A10 CCC. It was my way
of showing I was upset at the amount of cars. That was quite
a surprise!
My hopes for the future are safer roads, with fewer potholes
and safer speed limits to allow people to ride safely. Cycling is
very important to me and many others, and I hope that bridge
is built soon.
Iris Bostanci
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WILBRAHAMS' ENVIRONMENT GROUP
94 households from our villages completed our cycling survey
just before Christmas. We are grateful to Councillor Robert
McCubbin (Little Wilbraham) for collating the results. 98% of
the respondents want a safe cycle path – or paths; 89% enjoy
and are keen to use a bike at least some of the time but do not
do so because sections of the roads from our villages just feel
too dangerous. Very sadly a Wilbraham cyclist died earlier this
year at the junction near the Missing Sock.
All of our statistics have been passed to our County
Councillor Claire Daunton who is doing everything she can
to influence the county council and the Greater Cambridge
Partnership. One or other of these bodies surely HAS to find
the money to connect us to the cycling Greenways from
Cambridge out to Bottisham and to Fulbourn.
Nick Toovey

SURVEY RESULTS

98%

of respondents wanted a
safe cycle path from the
Wilbrahams. They said
the most useful route would connect up to
Fulbourn and on to South Cambridge.

100%

of households had
access to a car, but
45% of respondents
said there were people in their household who
relied on others to drive them distances that
they would be able to cycle themselves.

88%
92%

enjoyed cycling and would
be willing to cycle more.
Only 3% said no-one in
their household had access to a cycle.
said the main reason they
didn't cycle more was that
some parts of their cycle
routes felt too unsafe. 97% said access to safe
routes would increase the amount they cycled.

"I raised my son as a single parent and
cycling was our only means of transport.
I was constantly worried about the safety
of the routes to Cambridge. I really hope
other parents won't have to go through
what I experienced." SURVEY RESPONDENT
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Ghost bike placed on Little Wilbraham Road at the site of a fatal
collision (image: Jeremy Peters).

ZERO CARBON STREETS

What are the best streets in Cambridgeshire?

Two of your favourite streets, beautiful in different ways: King's Parade and Dudley Road in Cambridge.

THE LIST SO FAR...
BEST STREETS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

K
 ing's Parade, Cambridge (4 votes)
M
 ill Road, Cambridge (2 votes)
D
 udley Road, Cambridge
N
 orth Road, Brampton Park
M
 armalade Lane, Cambridge
T
 he A14 (!)
S
 ilverwood Close, Cambridge
S
 torey's Way, Cambridge
T
 he Broadway, St Ives
G
 rantchester Road, Cambridge
F
 erry Path, Cambridge
Q
 uarry Lane, Swaffham Bulbeck
C
 oldham's Lane, Cambridge
'Any with no cars'

BEST LOCAL STREETS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

O
 rchard Street, Cambridge
T
 he Quayside, St Ives
N
 orth Road, Brampton Park
H
 oward Road, Cambridge
C
 hapel Street, Chesterton
A
 lex Wood Road, Cambridge
S
 ilverwood Close, Cambridge
Mill Road, Cambridge
M
 armalade Lane, Cambridge
C
 hesterton Lane, Cambridge
V
 ictoria Road, Cambridge
King Street, Cambridge
M
 arket Square, Cambridge
Q
 uarry Lane, Swaffham Bulbeck
Cobholm Place, Cambridge
B
 rooklands Avenue, Cambridge

Following the publication on 4 April of
the third part of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) global
report, Camcycle began a survey asking
people in Cambridgeshire to share their
favourite streets. The IPCC report,
which focused on climate change
mitigation (the actions we should take
to reduce the severity of the crisis)
says that there is a need for increased
investment in streets and places
that can reduce car-dependency:
developing low-carbon infrastructure
such as protected paths for cyclists and
pedestrians helps people to choose
low-carbon modes of travel.
Globally, transport is one of the
sectors that shows the most significant
growth in emissions, responsible
for 15% of the world’s total. In
Cambridgeshire, that figure is 44%,
making it an important area to address.
The IPCC report estimates that cities
could reduce their transport-related fuel
consumption by around 25% through
a combination of more compact land
use and less car-dependent transport
infrastructure. Importantly, this would
also bring a host of other benefits in
terms of human wellbeing, delivering
positive impacts to individual health,
clean air and social cohesion.
We wanted to know which streets
people loved now, so we can begin a
discussion about transforming others in
the county. Which are the region’s most
beautiful, healthy or thriving streets?

What aspects combine to make a street
an unbeatable place to live or visit? And
which ones need to be improved to be
the Zero Carbon Streets of the future?
We'll be continuing to talk to people
about their favourite streets at events
during the summer and if you haven't
completed our online survey yet,
there's still time. Share your views at
camcycle.org.uk/beststreets or email us
at contact@camcycle.org.uk
TOP REASONS FOR
STREET CHOICE
• N
 atural beauty (19 votes)
• N
 o/limited motor traffic
(11 votes)
• H
 istorical interest (8 votes)
• P
 leasant place to spend time
(8 votes)
• S
 trong community feel (7 votes)
• G
 reat place to shop/eat
(6 votes)
• P
 layground/park (5 votes)
• Inspiring architecture / public art
(4 votes)
• Q
 uiet and peaceful (4 votes)
• U
 nique regional aspects (4 votes)
• L
 ively social scene (3 votes)
You can see some of the streets
nominated so far on our short
Big Give Green Grant videos on
YouTube at camcycle.org.uk/videos
Anna Williams
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

Rising costs led to my cargo bike purchase

The Yuba Mundo cargo bike
A slightly abridged version of the article from Newsletter 104 (October – November 2012)
Three or four years ago when the Post Office decided to put up the annual fee for collecting my post daily from £150 to
£500, I decided to look into getting a cargo bike and take the post to the local post office myself. I’m a bookseller, and
books are heavy and bulky, so my ordinary Dutch bike was not an option for transport.
After some research I found the Yuba Mundo, and managed to buy a demonstration model from Bikefix in London for my
£500. The new price is now around £950. It is rated to take a load of 200kg. I have fixed plastic boxes on the carrier, but
you can get child seats (two, one behind the other) which fit on it. There are also huge panniers which clip on the side. I only
bought one, which unbalances the stationary bike when it is full. However, if I had two it might be difficult to get through
some of the pinch points on some Cambridge cycle paths.
The bike is long, but easy to ride on its very fat tyres. Mine has six gears, which is quite enough, but the current version
has 21. There’s an electric version too, at a price. I found Yuba’s own website useful and the many YouTube clips showing the
amazing cargoes people have got on to them.
I have given up taking the car to the supermarket – the Yuba holds a decent-sized shop, and it has proved perfect
for the post office run. It is a bike I’d recommend, and I’ll gladly show mine to anyone wondering about getting one.
Philip Lund
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Join us for a pedal-powered month to
celebrate and promote the joy of cycling!

The festival
returns in
September
2022!

We're back with a social ride, Cargo Carnival,
stall bike events and more! Visit our festival
website for the latest updates.

cambridgefestivalofcycling.org

@camcyclefest

Lock it
& log it

Record your frame
number. It’s usually found
on the bottom bracket or
seat tube

Lock the frame and both wheels to a secure
stand: using two strong D-locks is ideal,
with at least one securing the frame
Take some photos
of your cycle including
any unique features

bikeregister.com

BIKE
REGISTER
.COM
Register your cycle at bikeregister.com
– if it’s not registered, the police are unlikely
to be able to help you recover it

Keeping your cycle safe: www.camcycle.org.uk/cycletheft
Report stolen cycles: www.cambs.police.uk/report or call 101

