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Dear Sirs,

Closure of Regent Terrace, Cambridge

We note that for several months Regent Terrace has been closed to traffic north 
of the Grain and Hop Store, during working hours,
because of building works.

As one approaches the roadworks, from either
direction, there is a large sign saying “Please use
temporary footpath”. Smaller signs say “cyclists
dismount at this point”. The ‘temporary footpath’
(see photo) is simply the compacted ground at the
edge of Parker’s Piece. There is no evidence that
anything has been done other than to remove
some of the timber fencing and put up some signs.

Cambridge Cycling Campaign considers provision
here for people on foot and on cycles very
unsatisfactory, particularly as we understand that
work is likely to continue for another year. We are
concerned that the ‘temporary footpath’ will
become muddy and slippery during wet weather
and thus hazardous when wheeling one’s cycle (as
requested) or for people on foot. We also note the
additional hazard of the uneven edge to the
tarmac where one rejoins Regent Terrace north of
the building works. 

Please could you advise us how long it is anticipated it will be necessary to close 
Regent Terrace and what is going to put in place to mitigate the additional 
hazards likely to be caused by winter weather. 
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We suggest that a surfaced path, alongside Regent Terrace, is probably needed. 
This must be suitable for cycling, walking and pushing wheelchairs. Any such 
path should be designed to be easily removable once the building works finish 
and Regent Terrace is reopened as we would not want to see any permanent 
encroachment onto green space. 

Advance warning of the road closure would enable cyclists to find alternative 
routes, though those who use the route regularly as many do will already be 
aware of the problem. This would require signs by the crossing on Gonville Place 
to the south and by the hotel on Regent Street.

We are concerned that signage is neglected where cycle or pedestrian routes are
closed whereas signs are routinely placed if roadworks, even minor ones, might 
affect motor vehicles. We are also disappointed that consideration was not given 
to provision for cyclists and pedestrians when the works started. 

We look forward to hearing your proposals to improve the present unsatisfactory 
situation. 

Yours sincerely,

Monica Frisch
Trustee

Copied to: 

Cambridge City Council Cycling and Walking Officer
Councillors for Market Ward
Councillor Tim Bick tim.bick@btinternet.com
Councillor Oscar Gillespie oscar.gillespie@cambridge.gov.uk
Councillor Dan Ratcliffe dan.ratcliffe@cambridge.gov.uk
parks@cambridge.gov.uk
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