
  

  

  

  
29 April 2020 
 
Let’s work together to ensure safe walking and cycling in the Cambridge region during the 
COVID-19 lockdown and into the future. 
 

● People who need to cycle to, or for, work, including healthcare workers, cycle couriers 
and key workers must be able to stay safe during and after the lockdown period. 

 
● People who need to travel for essential journeys, such as picking up groceries or 

delivering medicine to vulnerable neighbours, must have the space they need to do this 
safely while protecting themselves and others. 

 
● People who are taking daily exercise for the benefit of their physical and mental health 

should be able to enjoy this time without the worry of struggling to stay a safe distance 
from others on popular routes. 

 
● Ensuring safe space for walking and cycling will crucially reduce the burden on the NHS 

by decreasing the spread of coronavirus and the likelihood of road traffic injuries, and 
benefiting physical and mental health through greater physical activity, cleaner air and 
allowing time outdoors while still physically distancing.  

 
● We must be prepared for when the lockdown measures will begin to ease. People will 

be reluctant to use public transport and without alternatives in place, we risk increased 
levels of private car use leading to more air pollution and road danger. Cambridge will 
grind to a halt with even a slight increase in car traffic from pre-lockdown levels, which 
will hurt our recovery.  

   
Cambridge should be a global leader. Let’s be inspired by other cities like Bogotá, Berlin, Milan 
and Oakland and start living up to our title of the cycling capital of the UK. As one of the 
world's leading centre’s for science, health and technology, Cambridge will play an important 
role in helping the world recover from this pandemic and we must ensure our city and 
transport networks are ready. 
  
We ask our decision-makers to make quick and affordable interventions under Part V of the 
Highways Act 1980 or by using experimental traffic regulation orders. Paint, planters, traffic 
cones and water-filled barriers can enable fast implementation. Communications programmes 
and enforcement of traffic laws must also play a part. Decision-makers must act to keep people 
safe by: 

● Adding filters - Stopping through motor-traffic to reduce traffic and make walking and 
cycling journeys safer while providing more space to spread out. 



● Reusing road space - Convert road traffic lanes and/or parking and loading bays into 
space for cycling and walking.  

● Removing anti-pedestrian railings - Such railings are now known to harm pedestrian 
safety and they reduce space available for pedestrians making it difficult to maintain 
physical distance. Removing them will provide more space and improve safety for 
cycling and walking.  

● Widening cycle lanes - Narrow on-road cycle lanes encourage close passing from 
drivers and make cycling feel less safe. Cycle lanes should be made wide enough to 
ensure a safe distance between people cycling and passing car traffic.  

● Improving wayfinding - Helping people find new and safe cycle and walking routes will 
direct them away from congested areas. People new to cycling will also feel more 
confident if they can easily follow safe routes.  

● Enforcing speed limits - With lower levels of car traffic, speeding has become a 
significant problem which is putting people in danger and making them wary of cycling. 
Road safety must be improved through stronger communications from the police about 
driving safely and within the speed limit along with enforcement action. Simple changes 
to road design such as the removal of centrelines can also encourage lower speeds.  

● Redesigning junctions - Improve safety by tightening geometry at junctions, ensuring 
motor traffic travels at slower speeds and pedestrians have less distance to travel 
when crossing. This will also provide more waiting space at crossings and more space 
for walking and cycling on the road.  

● Implementing communications and behaviour change programmes - Local authorities 
can encourage less driving through positive communications about walking and cycling 
and resources such as grants or cycle donation programmes to ensure everyone can 
access a cycle. 

 
Further information and evidence can be found on the Camcycle website along with specific 
locations and recommended changes. www.camcycle.org.uk/spacestobreathe  
  
This crisis has shown how quickly we can act as a society when facing a threat to our lives. We 
must act with the same haste now to improve our transport system as this too will save lives. 
 
We call on our decision-makers, particularly at Cambridgeshire County Council, to take urgent 
steps to ensure we have safe networks and infrastructure for walking and cycling so that 
people can make essential journeys and get their vital exercise as safely as possible now and 
when our city reopens.  
 
Signatories to this letter will continue to be collected at 
www.camcycle.org.uk/spacestobreatheletter  
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