
CAMCYCLE DRAFT PROPOSALS SPRING 2022 

Cambridge Southern Busway 

Pedestrian and Cycleway/ Maintenance Track 
 

The two deaths on the busway between Cambridge Station and Addenbrooke’s Hospital indicate 
that this route is dangerous. Increased housing development around Trumpington and the creation 
of Cambridge South Railway Station will lead to further increases in bus, cycle and pedestrian traffic. 
Camcycle offers the following suggestions to improve the safety and capacity of this valuable route. 

 
The Current Situation 

 

Overcrowding on the present path is a particular problem for cyclists because of the high kerb 
forming part of the bus guideway. Striking a normal kerb may result in a fall onto a verge or 
pavement (out of danger) but on the busway the rider falls onto the busway (into danger). Avoiding 
the tree root damage by the Clare College Sports Ground may also lead to a kerb strike. 
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Increasing Safety and Capacity 
• Introduce a margin between the guideway and the path. We recognise that erecting a 

barrier between the tracks and the path compromises the original purpose of the path. 
The high kerb forming the guideway for buses is an essential part of the track but is a 
significant hazard to cyclists. We therefore suggest that a 500mm margin should be 
created as a separation between the path and the tracks. 

• Construct a second pathway designated for pedestrians on the other side of the French 
drain. Separating route-users of different speeds will improve safety and capacity, as will 
increasing the overall width of the route. 

 

Camcycle Proposal 

 

 

Space is available for these additional features along most of the route and improvements will be 
relatively easy, but in places implementation will be challenging and we make these suggestions. 

Hills Road Bridge to Cambridge University Press Entrance 
This is the busiest and most space-constrained section of the route. A small amount of extra space 
could be gained by taking land from the Kaleidoscope development and the Cambridge Assessment 
sites but this is not, by itself, sufficient. We therefore suggest that either: 

• The roadway currently ending by the access to the Kaleidoscope development should be 
extended and the busway tracks should begin by the University Press entrance, with cyclists 
sharing the roadway with buses to this point. 

Or 

• The north-bound busway track should be removed and a single-track section (as in the 
Trumpington cutting) run on the current south-bound track, returning to the double track 
configuration near the University Press entrance. The space thus gained will provide a 
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widened segregated path, as proposed above, with a margin between the track and cycle 
path. 

 

 

From this point onwards sufficient space is available for the additional path by moving the boundary 
of the Clare College Sports Ground back to the existing tree line. From the existing fence to the edge 
of the tree-line here is approximately 2m. 

Long Road Bridge 
The bridge under Long Road is already a pinch point, and capacity is further constrained by sharp 
bends and restricted sight lines. This site also raises concerns for the personal safety of users. We 
suggest that the path be re-aligned at this point to improve sight lines and safety. With vegetation 
cut back, sight lines for those using the access to Long Road will be improved and the junction layout 
simplified, thus enhancing safety. 
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Camcycle Proposal for Long Road Bridge 

 

 

Addenbrooke’s Spur Junction 
The current layout of this junction takes little account of the needs of cyclists and pedestrians and is 
set to see a considerable increase in traffic. Since it was constructed it has become a confluence for 
a number of busy routes and urgently needs improvement. We are aware that initial planning for the 
new Cambridge South Station includes a revision of this junction. Although the illustration below 
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does not accurately represent the plans for access routes to the new station, we include it to show 
how our suggested pedestrian path could pass through this junction and to model an acceptable 
crossing of the busway tracks, suitable for adapted and cargo cycles and giving proper sight lines for 
safety. 

Camcycle Proposal for Addenbrooke’s Spur Junction 

 

Camcycle suggests that the additional separated path could be easily continued to the junction with 
Lime Avenue/Hobson Avenue using existing crossings of Hobsons Brook and the space alongside the 
parking garage of the Aura apartment development (below). 

 


