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Dear Sir orMadam,
Camcycle is a volunteer-led charity with over 1,300 members that works for more, better and safer
cycling andwalking for all ages and abilities in the Cambridge region.
Under the Equality Act of 2010, there is a duty to ensure that pathways must be safe and usable by
all intended users, whether they be walking or riding a bike, trike, cargo cycle, recumbent cycle, tan-
dem cycle, handcycle, adapted cycle or mobility scooter. Furthermore, the city has policies to promote
walking and cycling, and pathways should comply with those policies through high-quality design that
respects people walking and cycling.
The goal, as always, is to create good, healthy and attractive places for people where everyone is wel-
come, whether they be on foot, using amobility device or cycling.
Therefore, dangerous and illegal barriers such as ‘chicanes’ must be removed from any route intended
for people cycling. A chicane is a type of checkpoint that only allows passage of confident and agile
cyclists while threatening serious injury to hesitant or less able riders, and it causes unnecessary con-
flict between pedestrians and cyclists. Crossing points with roads should use standard designs that are
widelydeployedandusedall aroundCambridgeby thousandsofpeople everydaywithout incident. The
configuration of this particular site is reminiscent of the recently-approved Jubilee Cycleway through
WingDevelopment (S/1004/18/RM), whichwill cross two primary streets in a similarmanner: using an
informal crossing at a section of narrowed carriageway.
Please consult either ‘Designing for Cycle Traffic’ (Parkin, 2018) or Interim Advice Note 195/16 (Highways
England, 2016) for the details of crossings and geometric design of cycle routes.
Wewould normally recommend segregated walking and cycling paths in an urban context but are will-
ing to consider the shared-use path here because of the surrounding context and relatively light ex-
pected usage.
To prevent incursion by motor traffic we recommend a bollard or a line of 3 bollards, spaced with 1.5m
gaps between them. The bollards should bemade of a rubberisedmaterial, at least 70cm in height, have
a round cross-section, and befinished in contrasting colours and reflectivematerial. Aswith any barrier
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or obstruction, it is only a matter of time before somebody hits them, therefore we want to minimise
both the risk of it happening and the harm causedwhen it does inevitably happen. We also recommend
‘Making Streets Better: a guide to filtered permeability’ (City Infinity, 2018)1 for further discussion and
examples of safe pathways with access controls and integration with landscaping.
Junctions and crossingswith public highwayswill be under the purviewof county highways, but to sum-
marise, they should be designed in the standard fashion with visibility splays, tactile paving according
to guidance and signs where needed.
Since this is a utility corridor we need to expect that it will get dug up from time to time to service the
gas pipe. Therefore it’s best to use simple materials that can easily be replaced by contractors, or else
the area will turn into a mess whenever maintenance is performed. That probably means machine-laid
tarmac for the path itself.
The easiest landscaping around the path is probably an area of grass for several metres to each side.
Where it needs to be dug up it can easily be replaced. When the path needs to be dug up then rubber
and plastic panels can be placed on the grass to protect it while offering a diversion route around the
works.
This grassy area also has the side benefit of automatically creating all your necessary visibility splays
for garden exits and road crossings, helping to prevent conflicts between path users.
Lighting-wise: junctions, crossings and bollards need to be lit at night. The rest can be donemore subtly
but keep in mind what you are trading off: people feel more personally secure on properly-lit paths,
and since this is a shared-use pathwe can expect pedestrians, including dog-walkers, to be using it who
won’t have lights on them, which can create a risk that people cycling won’t see them. Solar studs can
help provide guidance but are not able to illuminate hazards. Since it is in the middle of a built-up area,
some tastefully done street-lighting is reasonable. You could also consider low-level downlights that
direct light onto the path but not the wider area.2
Note that any posts, poles or downlights should be installed in the grassy area no closer than 500mm to
the path, to prevent accidental collisions.
Yours sincerely,
On behalf of Camcycle

MatthewDanish,
Trustee

1cityinfinity.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/filtered-permeability-guidance-v2.pdf
2e.g. www.cooperindustries.com/content/public/en/lighting/products/bollards.html
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