Cambridge Cycling Campaign
The Bike Depot
140 Cowley Road
Cambridge, CB4 0DL
01223 690718
contact@camcycle.org.uk
www.camcycle.org.uk
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April 10, 2018
Dear Sir or Madam,
Camcycle is a volunteer-led charity with over 1,200 members that works for more, better and
safer cycling and walking in the Cambridge region. We would like to offer feedback on the Old
Press / Mill Lane proposals that were unveiled in March.
The redevelopment of the site will cause a considerable increase in walking and cycling traffic
above already-high levels, with at least 350 new student rooms and several new shops. It is absolutely vital that the streets, lanes and public spaces on and around the site be upgraded to greatly
improve walking and cycling conditions.
The Pembroke and Trumpington Street junction needs more work. We believe that the proposed
‘enhancements to the surface treatment’ are insufficient solutions for what is currently a very
problematic junction. The current situation is that people walking and cycling have a very difficult
time crossing the junction. In particular, the major cycle route between Pembroke Street and Mill
Lane is very challenging and intimidating for less confident riders. For people on foot, crossing
the Pembroke Street arm of the junction is made difficult by drivers who turn from Trumpington
Street onto Pembroke Street without any regard for vulnerable road users.
Our recommendation for the Pembroke and Trumpington Street junction in addition to the enhanced surface treatment is that (a) the existing crossing be retained in addition to the proposed
crossing in front of Pembroke College, (b) a Zebra crossing should be installed on Pembroke Street
where there is currently an island but no formal crossing and (c) the road priorities should be
changed such that the busy walking and cycling route between Mill Lane and Pembroke Street
has priority over Trumpington Street. These proposals, as illustrated below, would bring the junction more into line with the council’s intended hierarchy of road users. It is vital for the University
to fund improvements to this junction in order to make it safer and more attractive for students
and shoppers in the development.
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We support full permeability for people walking and cycling along Laundress Lane, Old Press
Lane, and all of the connecting routes in their vicinity. We believe that the current proposals
do not highlight the importance of the walking and cycling route between Laundress Green and
Mill Lane / Granta Place. The generally cramped conditions and constrained, non-inclusive access
via the old-fashioned swing-gate makes unnecessary conflict for people cycling. The current conditions are that the road carriageway bends around the Mill Pub and cars and taxis often speed
too fast around the corner, making it unfriendly for people walking and cycling. We would like
to see a design that emphasises to motor vehicle drivers that they are guests in what is primarily
a walking- and cycling-priority public open space in front of the Mill Pub and Laundress Green,
using a raised table with continuous footway surfacing. In addition, we would like to ensure that
all infrastructure provided for cycle routes is fully inclusive and able to be navigated by people of
any ability.
Finally, we turn to the issue of Silver Street. This is an extremely busy street with many thousands
of people walking and cycling. However it is in terrible shape, with extremely narrow pavements,
no crossings east of the river and no space for cycling. The street is constrained by buildings of
historic importance. We understand that the proposals for the site hope to ease some of the
problems by encouraging more people to filter through the site via Laundress Lane and the other
lanes. Nonetheless, this opportunity should be used to improve conditions as much as possible
on Silver Street for people walking and cycling.
We advise considering wider pavements and traffic-calming measures on Silver Street. In particular, the junction of Silver Street and Trumpington Street needs to be redesigned. In its current state, it encourages drivers to make high-speed turns around a blind bend, while at the same
time many people cycling are attempting to continue straight towards King’s Parade but forced to
make an awkward turn across vehicle traffic with little visibility. Our recommendation, as shown
in the diagram below, is that Silver Street should give way to Trumpington Street and return it to
being a straightforward T-junction. There should also be a crossing of Silver Street in the vicinity
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of St Catherine’s College. Visual treatment of Trumpington Street north of the junction should
make it clear that this segment is a pedestrianised zone. Ultimately, we believe that car traffic
levels on Silver Street need to be reduced in order to achieve a significantly improved streetscape
that works well for walking, cycling and public transport.

We are happy to see the potential for improved cycle parking be part of the plans. We would like
to be involved as the cycle parking plan becomes more detailed in order to help ensure that the
best and most usable arrangement of sufficient parking facilities is made available.
Thank you.
Yours sincerely,
On behalf of Camcycle
Matthew Danish,
Trustee
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