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Introduction
This document sets out a vision for the Babraham Road site; it provides a design 
framework and illustrative masterplan from which detailed development proposals 
can be drawn.

The document is based upon an integrated approach to design and access and 
demonstrates our response to the planning context as set out in the Cambridge 
Local Plan, the Cambridge Southern Fringe Area Development Framework and the 
key development principles for the Babraham Road site.

This document demonstrates how homezones and other traffi c calming measures 
form a pedestrian and cycle friendly environment where pedestrians have priority 
over vehicles. 

An effi cient use of space is achieved through undercroft parking releasing new 
open space for amenity and recreation that can be enjoyed by residents of 
Babraham Road and nearby Greenlands.

The aim of this document is to confi rm that the scheme can achieve the highest 
design standards and assure a successful sustainable development.





Cambridge
South Cambridgeshire Landscape

The Site

Section One 
Background
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Cambridge
In the Redeposit Draft Cambridge Local Plan (RDCLP), Cambridge City Council 
have articulated a vision for the Southern Fringe Area of Major Change. 

Areas of Major Change have been identifi ed in the RDCLP as areas which will see 
signifi cant development during the period of the Local Plan,
‘ …providing much needed housing and associated community facilities, as well as 
land for employment, medical and higher education expansion.’ (pp109, 9.2) 

The RDCLP outlines policies to ensure the scale of development is carefully 
planned and managed to ensure each urban extension is; 
‘…designed with the principles of sustainable development in mind, with 
appropriate densities of development, supporting mixed uses appropriate to the 
scale of development and good linkages for pedestrians and cyclists both within 
the development and the rest of the City. (pp114 9.13) 

The RDCLP identifi es fi ve main areas within the Cambridge Southern Fringe for 
redevelopment; East of Shelford Road and Clay Farm; The Addenbrooke’s Site; 
land south of the main Addenbrooke’s site, land at Glebe Farm; land at Monsanto 
and land south of the Bell School (Babraham Road).

Key Southern Fringe policies which the Bell School masterplan will help to deliver 
include:
a- around 65 hectures of housing, indicative capacity 3,320 dwellings;
b- leisure and recreation facilities
k- respect key views, especially to and from the chalk hills and create new vistas;
respect and incorporate existing brooks, hedgerows and shelterbelts.
o- access to the site from Babraham Road
p- the development areas will be fully permeated by pedestrian and cycle routes. 
The development areas will also be linked, especially east west.

In response to the RDCLP, Cambridge City Council in consultation with 
Cambridgeshire County Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council have 
prepared the Cambridge Southern Fringe Area Development Framework (ADF). 
The ADF seeks to implement the policies in the RDCL and presents a more 
detailed spatial strategy.



Addenbrooke’s Hospital, viewed from 
Magog Down south east of the Bell 

School site 

View west from Missleton Hill east of the 
Bell School site 
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South Cambridgeshire Landscape
The Southern Fringe south and west of Addenbrooke’s Hospital is generally 
dominated by the hospital buildings. The Southern Fringe lies between the chalk 
lands and the built edge of the City of Cambridge and Trumpington. The London to 
King’s Lynn railway cuts north-south across the southern fringe.

The Southern Fringe is a transitional landscape between the chalk and claylands 
and is dominated by fl at expanses of arable fi eld and crossed by defi nitive and 
permissive rights of way.

The fi elds are large, generally used for cereals, and there are few hedges or 
hedgerow trees. A notable exception is the boundary hedge of the Bell School site, 
just south of Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

The chalklands begin to rise to the south east (White Hill and Clarke’s Hills). The 
Gog Magog Hills are to the south east of the Southern Fringe forming an area of 
high ground. The Gog Magog Hills are designated as a Site of Special Scientifi c 
Interest (SSSI). To the south of the Southern Fringe are small urban areas, the 
villages of Great Shelford and Hauxton 

The Hobson’s Brook wildlife corridor and Character Area runs through the centre of 
the Southern Fringe. A disused railway line also cuts through from Trumpington in 
a north easterly direction. Nine Wells, the spring source of Hobson’s Conduit lies to 
the south, just beyond the City boundary.

Parts of the Southern Fringe area have been designated in the past as Area of 
Best Landscape.



View south across the site from Greenlands 

View of southern boundary from outside the site.  Addenbrooke’s hospital behind 

Babraham Road Design and Access Statement Section 1 Background 9

The Site
The Bell School site is a small site within the context of the Southern Fringe of 
approximately 7.8ha. The site lies immediately south of Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
and west of Babraham Road (A1307). Existing residential properties of Greenlands 
and Babraham Road are located on the northern and south-eastern boundaries. 
Additional adjacent land uses include grounds of the Bell Language School to the 
north east and open countryside beyond the southern and western boundaries.

The site consists of one fi eld which is almost entirely enclosed by mature 
vegetation. The southern and western boundaries are designated as City Wildlife 
Sites in which a permissive footpath also follows these boundaries. 

Due to the mature hedgerow and vegetation which bounds the southern and 
western sides of the site, views within the site are almost entirely enclosed with 
the exception to the south where White Hill, Clarke’s Hills and the Gog Magog Hills 
can be seen on the horizon.

Adjacent land uses are largely screened. However the University Laborites (Forvie 
Site) and Addenbrooke’s Hospital largely dominate views south from within the site 
and the wider Southern Fringe.





Local Places and Destinations
Landscape and Conservation Analysis

Existing Views and Massing

Section Two 
Analysis
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Site

Addenbrooke's Hospital

Proposed green 
corridor of public
open space

Recreation Ground
VI Form College

Perse School
Primary School

Local Shops

Forvie Research Centre

Bell Language School

Strangeways Research Laboratory

Secondary School

Bus Station

Small Employment Area

Car Showroom/ Bus Repair Garage

5 minute walk

10 minute walk

Babraham Road Park and Ride
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Local Places and Destinations
Within a short walking distance, the Bell School site has a number of major 
employers, public transport hubs, local shops, schools and colleges, public open 
space and open countryside.

• Employment within a fi ve minute walk from the site includes Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital and Strangeways Research Laboratory. Under a 10 minute walk is a car 
showroom, bus repair garage. A little over this is a small employment site.

• The Bell School site is on Babraham Road with a number of bus routes 
into the town centre. Less than a 5 minute walk of the site is a bus station at 
Addenbrooke’s. Babraham Road Park and Ride is a 10 minute walk from the site.

• There are a number of small shops such as a newsagent at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital. Less than a 10 minute walk is a group of local shops which includes a 
pharmacy, convenience store, newsagent, grocers, take-away and post offi ce.

• The local sixth form college is under a 10 minute walk, the nearest primary 
school to the site is just beyond a 10 minute walk, the secondary school is just 
beyond this. The Bell Language School is adjacent to the site and the independent 
Perse School is within a 10 minute walk.

• Less than a 5 minute walk of the site is a recreation ground which has facilities 
such as a bowling green, tennis court and playground. Within a 10 minute walk, 
west of the site a green corridor of public open space is proposed which shall 
include new recreation facilities.

The open countryside including Nine Wells Local Nature Reserve and Magog 
Down are easily accessible south of the site, with a network of public footpaths. 



‘Greenlands’ (modern housing)Addenbrooke’s (dominant in distant views)

Proposed National Cycle Route

Forvie Site (Research Labs)

Site Boundary

Bell School Site

The Bell School of Language

Sensitive development
required adjacent to

existing houses
Potential non-
vehicular link

Permissive path

Permissive path

Mature perimeter 
vegetation
(good enclosure)
Designated City
Wildlife Sites

�����������������������

Potential non-
vehicular access
(and emergency)

Retain view 
to hills

Vehicular access

Sensitive development
required adjacent to
existing housing

Mature perimeter 
vegetation
(good enclosure)
Designated City
Wildlife Sites

10m Easement to water main
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Landscape and Conservation Analysis
• From the south, boundary vegetation and 
layers of vegetation within the surrounding 
landscape minimize views into the site. The 
main building of Addenbrooke’s hospital just 
north of the site dominates views of this area.

• From the Greenland’s housing on the 
northern boundary of the site, there are views 
south to the Gog Magog Hills. The boundary 
with Greenlands is open requiring sensitive 
development.

• A water main with a 10m easement runs 
north west – south east across the western 
end of the site.

• There is a potential vehicular access from 
Babraham Road and non vehicular access 
points at Greenlands and the south western 
corner of the site. Greenlands also provides a 
potential emergency access.

• The majority of the site is semi improved 
grassland, which is used for pony grazing. 
To the north west of the site is improved 
grassland, associated with a sports pitch 
at Bell School. The improved grassland is 
heavily mown with few plant species. 

• On the eastern boundary of the site heavily 
managed hedgerow is generally associated 
with the adjoining gardens. On the southern 
boundary the hedge is uninterrupted with a 
high diversity of hedge/ canopy and shrub 
species. Part of the northern boundary also 
has species rich hedgerow.

• To the west, adjacent to the site boundary is 
a wet ditch, to the south, associated with the 
southern boundary hedge, is a dry ditch. The 
south western corner of the site may be liable 
to some local fl ooding as it falls within a fl ood 
plain. A fl ood risk assessment has shown that 
the majority of the site is not liable to fl ooding.



Existing Views and Massing

 Bell School Site

Views from ‘Greenlands’ across 
the site to Gog Magog Hills

Greenlands

 4-9 Storey

2 Storey

2 Storey

2-2.5 Storey

2 Storey

Addenbrooke’s 2020 site: 
5-6 Storey 
(Cambridge Southern Fringe 
Area Development Framework)

Open Countryside

 Bell School Site

Massing

Views
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• Addenbrookes Hospital, just north of the site, dominates views of the area with 
tall buildings of between 4 and 9 storeys. The Addenbrookes 2020 site to the west 
is likely to have buildings of between 5 and 6 storeys.

• The Forvie building and residential buildings North and east of the development 
site are between 1 and 2 storeys. Bell School to the north east of the site is 2-2.5 
storeys. 

• Generally these buildings are contained by layers of trees and vegetation. The 
exception is Greenlands which has open views across the site and to the Gog 
Magog Hills south of the site. 

• There are no other signifi cant views from the site which is bounded by 
development to the north and vegetation to the south.

• The development will respond to the identifi ed massing and respect existing 
views across the site from Greenlands.





Connectivity
Landscape Strategy

Architecture Strategy
Masterplan Strategy

Building Storey Heights
Quality Checklist

Section Three 
Design Strategy
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Connectivity

Site Location

Addenbrooke’s bus station

Park and Ride

Cambridge Railway Station

City Centre

Public Transport

Linking existing
residential areas

Footpath links to
Addenbrookes Hospital 

Pedestrian/ cycle link
to the national cycle network
and public open space

 
Permissive footpath
bridleway

Main vehicular 
site access

Emergency vehicular 
site access

Site

KEY

Agricultural fields

Residential

Other built up areas

Pedestrian links

Pedestrian/ cycle links

Existing roads providing cycle 
routes and footpaths

Pedestrian and Cycle Strategy 

Highway Strategy 

Diffuse loop 
linking the site

Link for emergency vehicles

Main vehicular 
site access
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Highways Strategy
All parts of the site will be linked by a diffuse loop. Vehicular access is from 
Babraham Road. A single vehicular access into the site will prevent rat running, 
however a secondary link will provide access for emergency vehicles from 
Greenlands.

Pedestrian and Cycle Strategy
There will be direct north south and east west routes through the site for 
pedestrians and cyclists, linking with existing and proposed footpaths and cycle 
routes beyond the sites boundary. Primary pedestrian and cycle access points will 
be from Babraham Road, Greenlands and the north-west corner of the site. 

The Greenlands access will link the site with Addenbrookes hospital, a potential 
major employer. The access to the north-west corner of the site will provide a 
potential link to the national cycle network, route 11 and proposed green corridor of 
public open space west of the site.

Public Transport
The Bell School site is in an excellent location to make use of the existing 
public transport links. A number of bus routes link Babraham Road with the city 
centre. The Addenbrookes bus station is less than a 5 minute walk from the site. 
Cambridge railway station is approximately 2km from the Bell’s School site and 
linked by bus routes which pass the site on Babraham Road.



Landscape Strategy

Homezone with shrub 
shrub and tree planting

Homezone with shrub 
shrub and tree planting

Homezone with shrub 
shrub and tree planting

Homezone with shrub 
shrub and tree planting

G
reen pedestrian axis

Views of the Gog Magog 
Hills from Greenlands 
through the green axis

Local square with
formal tree planting

Informal public open space 
with balancing pond and
conservation area

Informal public open space 
with balancing pond and
conservation area

Public open space with strong 
axis linking pedestrian/ cycle routes 

Public open space

Greenlands

Boundary vegetation mainatained
and enhanced. additional native
planting to city wildlife site

Forvie site

Private
courtyard

Private
courtyard

Private
courtyard

Tree lined stre
ets

Tree lined stre
ets

Strong pedestrian/ cycle links to rights of way,
the proposed national cycle network route 11
and green corridor of public open space

Bell Language School

Babraham
 Road

Concept plan 
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The landscape strategy for the site 
seeks to preserve and enhance the 
sites existing landscape features and 
create squares, public open spaces and 
courtyards which are well distributed 
throughout the site and linked 
through a series of pedestrian friendly 
environments. 

• The existing mature perimeter 
vegetation will be retained and 
enhanced; in particular development 
must be sensitive to the southern and 
western boundaries of the site, which 
are designated wildlife sites.

• Wildlife and conservation will be 
particularly encouraged at the south 
east and south west corners of the site 
where two small balancing ponds are 
proposed. The design of these shall 
maximize nature conservation and 
biodiversity. 

• Homezones and local squares 
will also be planted with trees and 
shrubs. In more confi ned spaces it 
shall be more appropriate to use more 
ornamental tree species.

• The existing Greenlands will be well 
integrated with the new development 
with adjacent public open space. A 
green axis will, retain the existing views 
south from Greenlands towards White 
Hill, Clarke’s Hill and the Gog Magog 
Hills.

• Links will be provided out of the site to 
the wider network of public open space, 
notable the proposed Hobson’s brook 
green belt corridor to the west and 
Nightingales recreation ground to the 
east. 



Architecture Strategy

Parking layout denotes the building footprint

Unit sizes defi ned by Cambridge City Council standards

Undercroft parking provides 
natural ventilation and helps 
maximise amenity space 

The raised ground fl oor 
creates defensible space

Central blocks and undercroft parking

Visually interesting and contrasting materials appropriate to the location

Undercroft parking Cycle racks

Large windows and balconies 
give natural survailance

Common materials 
and details give visual 
unity throughout

Babraham Road Design and Access Statement Section 3 Design Strategy 21

The architecture for the site will form an 
identifi able neighbourhood, place to live 
and a place where residents can feel 
safe and secure. A variety of building 
materials will be used to reinforce a 
cohesive contemporary style.

• The architecture shall be sympathetic 
to the rural edge, refl ect the massing 
of the northern and eastern boundaries 
and respond to the key views south 
towards the Gog Magog Hills. 

• The scheme will work with the 
strong tradition of interplay between 
buildings and landscape; throughout the 
architecture will reinforce the function 
and attractiveness of the streets, 
courtyards and public spaces.

• Buildings at prominent locations will 
have a key function as markers and 
have a greater architectural presence. 
For example; buildings that mark 
gateways and important focal points.

• Central blocks will form attractive 
secure courtyards. To maximize amenity 
space across the site. The central 
blocks shall have undercroft parking.

• A variety of building materials shall 
be used to add contrast and interest: 
brickwork for its solidity and visual 
weight; its familiarity as a residential 
building material and painted render for 
contrast and visual lightness, timber for 
its warmth and steel and glass as hard 
man made materials. 

• Visual unity will be reinforced with 
common materials and elements of 
detailing throughout promoting a sense 
of continuity and identity for the whole 
scheme.



 
Vehicular access from 
Babraham Road

 
Emergency vehicle,
pedestrian and cycle 
access from Greenlands

 
Pedestrain/ cycle
link to public footpath 
and the proposed cycle
network route 11

 
Diffuse vehicular
loop links all
parts of the site

 
Direct pedestrian
and cycle links

 
Direct pedestrian
and cycle links 

Views to the Gog 
Magog Hills from 
Greenlands to be
retained

Opportunity to create ponds, 
enhancing the conservation 
value of the site 

Opportunity to create ponds, 
enhancing the conservation 
value of the site 

Opportunities to enhance
native planting to the sites
boundaries and boundary 
city wildlife sites

10m water main easement

 
Taller Addenbrooke’s buildings.
Buildings within the site shall 
respond to the existing massing
to the sites boundary

Greenlands

Masterplan Strategy Key Drivers 
Highways and CirculationKey physical and visual constraints and opportunities

Public open space Perimeter blocks and homezones

 
Homezone

 
Courtyard

 
Courtyard

 
Wide pedestrian link

 
Public open space

 
Green axis

 
Conservation corner

 
Conservation corner

 
Entrance square

 
Central area of
public open space

 
Open space between 
Greenlands and the 
development site

 
Small entrance space at 
potential pedestrian/
cycle access

 ‘Green links’ of tree and shrub 
planted streets,homezones and 
paths between open space

Central perimeter blocks form 
secure amenity courtyards and 
series of distinctive pedestrian
friendly homezones
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Masterplan Strategy

*
*

**
KEY

Building frontages

Key public open spaces

Homezones

Focal points/ public art

LEAP

Pedestrian and cycle links

Vehicular, pedestrian and cycle links

Central perimeter blocks forming 
secure courtyards and private gardens

*

Vehicular access to
Babraham Road

Pedestrian/ cycle access to 
public footpath and proposed 
national cycle network

Pedestrian/ cycle access to 
Greenlands, link to Addenbrookes 
and emergency access

Balancing 
pond

Balancing 
pond

Masterplan development
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The key elements which will form the overall masterplan have been identifi ed in 
this masterplan strategy. This strategy has been developed through information 
gathered from the southern fringe development framework, Council Offi cer guid-
ance, analysis of the site and identifi cation of key constraints and opportunities.

Key elements of the Masterplan Strategy 
• An axis of open space continuing views from Greenland’s to the Gog Magog Hills 
south of the site.

• Larger massing will be to the north-west of the site responding to the massing of 
the Addenbrookes buildings and proposed Addenbrooke’s 2020 site. 
• Lower storey buildings shall be in other parts of the site respecting the rural edge 
and residential boundaries to the south and east.

• A diffuse vehicular loop will link all parts of the site. 
• There shall be direct pedestrian and cycle routes through the site. 
• There shall be a single vehicular access and an emergency access.
• Pedestrian and cycle access points will provide links to the wider footpath 
network and a proposed cycle  route and green corridor of open space

• There will be a series of public open spaces linked by pedestrian friendly ‘green’ 
street, home zones and paths.
• Central perimeter blocks will form secure amenity courtyards and distinctive 
pedestrian friendly home zones. 
• Perimeter blocks shall enable undercroft parking which will maximize amenity 
space.

• There will be a series of LAP’s dispersed throughout the site. There shall also be 
two LEAPS, to meet the required play provision. The public open spaces provide 
opportunities for informal play.

Public Art Strategy
The development gives a number of opportunities for the provision of public art. 
Public art should be at prominent and well frequented locations within the site.  
The public art should be of a high quality to refl ect the high townscape quality of 
the scheme.

A prominent public art feature will mark a key node at the end of the axis from 
Greenlands. There are also opportunities for public art at the entrance square and 
other areas of public open space. 

The public art should have a common, cohesive theme throughout, being integral 
to the design. This theme may take inspiration from language and the neighbouring 
Bell Language School. Artistic interventions may be used in the design of railings, 
benches or features within paving.

Lighting Strategy
The site shall have modern contemporary lighting throughout, in keeping with the 
architecture. Wall mounted lighting shall be used on streets and homezones and 
the Greenland Axis. Low level lighting shall be used on key public footpaths to 
maintain a safe and secure environment for pedestrians after dark. 



Building Storey Heights

Building heights plan
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• The southern boundary of the site 
shall have 2 storey properties and areas 
of public open space, respecting the 
open countryside south of the site.

• The northern boundary of the site 
shall have a mix of 2-4 storey properties 
which respond to the massing of the 
urban edge, such as the dominant 
Addenbrooke’s hospital buildings.

• Central blocks shall be between 2 
and 4 storeys. Taller blocks shall refl ect 
the massing of the northern edge, add 
variety and mark key landmark points 
and gateways.

• The blocks which form the Greenland 
open space shall be 3 storeys. The 
blocks will frame views out to the Gog 
Magog Hills.



Quality Checklist

 
An inclusive design
that draws people in

 
Strong connections, for pedestrian
and vehicular movement

Car parking strategy incorporating 
undercroft parking to perimeter blocks

 
A balance between the
form of buildings and
the form of open space

 
Safe spaces

 
Landscape design that
is not an afterthought

 
Priority to pedestrians

 
Useful spaces

 
Integration of highway
design into the landscape
and masterplanning
design process

 
Active frontages
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The quality checklist ensures that the Babraham Road development will form an 
attractive neighbourhood. The checklist is derived from guidelines from CABE and 
other bodies that support a high quality built environment.





Coding Guidelines
Greenland Axis

Homezones
Private Courtyards

Conservation Corners
Local Squares and Open Spaces

Section Four 
Design Coding
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Coding Guidelines
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Homezones

Private Courtyards

Local Squares and
Open Spaces 

Conservation Corners

Greenland Axis

An overall landscape and urban design strategy has been established for the 
scheme. The coding guidelines illustrate a neighbourhood with a distinctive sense 
of place. 

Key character areas have been identifi ed, each of which playing a distinctive role 
within the scheme.  Identifying these and co coordinating all aspects of the design 
will create a high quality functional environment.

The character areas serve different purposes and therefore should be designed in 
response to their use and users. 

The fi ve character areas are;

• Greenland Axis
• Homezones
• Private Courtyards
• Conservation Corners 
• Local Squares and Open Spaces



Formal tree lined avenue 
and shrub planting 

Active frontages

Private gardens

Buildings form the axis and 
focus onto distant views 

Public open space, with seating areas, trees and ornamental 
planting, integrating the existing Greenlands development.
Low level planting providing ground fl oor privacy but allow-
ing long distant views to be enjoyed

Building facade forming
a gateway to the axis and
an important node

Pedestrian prioritisation to 
reduce speeds through the site

Informal footpaths and planting and 
sustainable urban drainage links 
between conservation corners

Focal point/ public art feature

Planting reinforces the formal circus

Greenlands

Greenland Axis
Plan

Typical Section
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• The Greenland Axis will retain key 
views from Greenlands to the Gog 
Magog Hills.

• The perimeter blocks which form the 
space will have active frontages to the 
axis.

• Generally the perimeter blocks will be 
two storeys in height, so that they do 
not dominate the pedestrian avenue. 

• At the southern end of the avenue 
the blocks will form a circus, marking 
the end of the axis and forming an 
important node and public open space.

• Between Greenlands and the axis, 
public open space will provide a 
transitional zone between the existing 
development and the new. This space 
shall be planted with ornamental trees 
and shrubs.

• The axis itself will have a formal 
avenue of trees and shrub planting 
running through it. Private gardens shall 
be to either side of the avenue.

• At the southern end of the axis 
planting will reinforce the circus and 
a focal point will mark the end of the 
axis. Beyond this there shall be informal 
planting and footpaths.



Homezones
Plan

Typical Section
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The Home Zone is a shared area for 
pedestrians and vehicles where the 
emphasis is on pedestrian movement 
and activity with a reduction in vehicular 
speed enforced by the use of street 
furniture and landscape design. 

• The buildings which defi ne the 
homezone will be of a human scale with 
a direct connection to the street. Active 
frontages will overlook the homezone 
and give natural surveillance. 

• The home zone will be designed for 
a maximum speed of 10mph where 
pedestrians shall have informal priority 
over vehicles

• The homezone shall have a shared 
pedestrian and vehicular surface 
with no material change to defi ne the 
vehicular track. 

• The homezone will provide an 
indirect route for vehicles through the 
development, with integrated street 
furniture and planting designed to calm 
the traffi c.

• Planting and street furniture will also 
prevent parking from impinging on 
the circulation and open space of the 
homezone.

Raised tables, chicanes and 
planting maintain slow traffi c
speeds of 10mph or less
through the homezone

Vehicles to be a minimum of 1.5m
 from all building elevations

Pedestrian, cyclists and
vehicles share space
within the homezone Minimum 1.2m privacy strip

Gateway features narrow 
the carriageway to 3.5m 
to slow traffi c and reinforce
entry to the homezone and
pedestrian priority

Secure and overlooked play area 
(LAP). Equipment is located at 
least 5m from the building facade

Items such as bollards will be
located to slow and orientate
traffi c and provide informal
play opportunities

Vehicular track to be generally 
3.5m to 4.8m wide



Private Courtyards
Plan

Typical Section

Babraham Road Design and Access Statement Section 4 Coding Strategy 31

• The residential blocks form safe, 
secure inner courtyards free of cars. 

• The courtyard forms communal 
gardens for residents of the block 
and private gardens to ground fl oor 
apartments. 

• The open spaces provide for a range 
of recreational needs including seating 
areas and informal play.

• The natural organic form of the 
communal spaces shall give an 
interesting contrast to the architecture.

• The large amenity space shall be 
loosely divided by ornamental tree, 
shrub and hedgerow planting. Tree 
planting shall also be used to provide 
shelter, shade and defi ne seating areas.

• Balconies and large windows 
provide active frontages giving natural 
surveillance over the courtyard.

1m hedge Timber rail

Gravel path

Ornamental garden planting
and low shrub planting

Private garden

Raised lawn

Informal grass areas

Timber pergola
with climbing plants



Conservation Corners
Plan

Southern boundary wildlife corridor 
between conservation corners

Dipping platform

Additional native planting to southern
boundary and city wildlife site

Informal footpath and 
amenity grass areas Native tree and shrub planting

Areas of rough grassland to 
provide wildlife habitats

Perminantly wet balancing 
pond and detention basin 
native planting and wildlife 
enhancement.
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The conservation corners will provide 
informal public open space and 
enhance the existing conservation 
value of the city wildlife sites on the 
southern and western boundarys. The 
conservation corners shall include 
informal footpaths, areas of amenity 
grassland, rough grassland, native 
planting and ponds.

• Permanently wet ponds will enhance 
the sites conservation value. The ponds 
will be shaped to provide a range of 
bank angles, heights and water depths 
which will maximise and encourage 
diversifi cation of fl ora and fauna.

• The shallowest pond areas will grade 
into an area of seasonally wet grassland 
that may attract further invertebrates 
and plants, in turn attracting fauna such 
as birds and mammals.

• The ponds shall be fed by rainfall, 
ground water and surface water 
catchments contributing to the 
sustainable urban drainage of the site.

• The ponds shall be planted with 
aquatic and marginal species of local 
provenance 

• A dipping platform shall enhance 
amenity value

• Various mowing regimes shall 
encourage wildlife but also provide 
informal footpaths and areas of amenity 
grassland. There will be additional 
native planting particularly to the site 
boundaries.

• The corners shall be linked by 
the southern edge city wildlife site, 
providing a wildlife corridor of existing 
native hedge, trees and ditch.



Local Squares and Open Spaces

Entrance Square Plan

Entrance Square Typical Section

Central Open Space Plan

Conservation Corners

Secure and 
overlooked 
play area (LEAP) 
surrounded
by fencing and 
gates

Bike racks

Bike racks

Gentle mounding

Seating

Central cycle/ pedestrian path

Central feature and seating

Seating

Formal trees and shrub planting

Bike racks

Visitor parking

Central Feature with seating area

Raised tables at 
entrance to square

Square overlooked on all sides
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Entrance Square
The entrance square marks a gateway 
to the scheme and a focal point for the 
site.

• The square with raised tables at its 
entrance and visitor parking will serve to 
slow traffi c as it enters the site.

• Properties on all four sides of the 
square will frame the space and give 
natural survailance.

• The square shall be formally planted 
with a central feature, seating area and 
bike racks.

Central Open Space
The central square shall form a public 
node and meeting point with play area 
(LEAP), informal seating areas, central 
focal point. and pedestrian/ cycle path.

• The pedestrian/ cycle path shall 
link the site with a potential footpath 
cycleway link at the north western 
corner of the site.

• The square shall be overlooked by 
buildings on all sides providing natural 
survailance.

• The play area shall be secure with 
dog proof fencing and gates at entrance 
points.


