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Under and over Hills Road bridge
The Busway and accompanying cycleway under Hills Road bridge 
are almost complete. The cycle lanes scheme over the bridge is 
also near completion – but not quite as expected. See page 6.
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Co-ordinator’s comment
Cycling England scrapped
So, Cycling England has been scrapped. Its 
status as a quango meant that it was always 
going to be on shaky ground, even though 
it employs merely four people, has no office, 
and a tiny budget.

Better news is that, partly thanks 
to our open letter campaign at 
www.SaveCyclingEngland.org, Bikeability 
has been saved. Some £10m has been 
reserved to ensure that the hugely successful 
UK-wide child cycle training scheme 
continues. It would have been tragic to 
see this scrapped. What is not known yet, 
however, is how it will be managed. We 
don’t yet know if it will be managed centrally 
by civil servants (which historically has led to 
less than satisfactory cycle training schemes) 
or whether the Department for Transport 
would consider bids from national cycling 
organisations to run it.

The government announced in September 
a new Sustainable Transport Fund, with a 
£560m budget attached to it. What remains 
to be seen is what kind of schemes it will 
fund and whether cycling will get enough 
of a look-in. Just as important is how any 
cycling schemes will be judged in terms 
of quality. One of the benefits of Cycling 
England has been to provide consistent 
advice to local authorities about the 
standards of design that are required for all 
their schemes, thus avoiding the usual mass 
of blue-sign-on-a-pavement schemes that 
sadly remain a common feature of cycling 
‘facilities’ around the UK.

We have invited Phillip Darnton, who 
continues to head Cycling England in its last 
few months, to speak to a monthly meeting 

soon. Members are strongly encouraged 
to come to that meeting when it has been 
finalised. He spoke  frankly at the Edinburgh 
conference (see page 4) about the future 
for cycling promotion in the UK, so should 
be well worth coming to hear.

Cycle Cambridge
Back on local soil, the Cycling England-
funded Cycling Demonstration Project for 
Cambridge, known as Cycle Cambridge, is 
in the middle of its third and final year, with 
many schemes coming to fruition.

Those members who attended our AGM 
in November (see page 3) were treated to 
a whistle-stop tour of the massive number 
of schemes which Mike Davies and other 
officers at the County Council have worked 
on. From tackling long-running sores like 
the Gilbert Road scheme and Hills Road 
Bridge, to new links between the villages, 
together with smaller initiatives like new 
cycle parking and promotional work, 
Cambridge has seen a lot more activity in 
recent years.

There is of course much more that could be 
done, though the national funding situation 
will mean that the next few years will see 
concentration on smaller schemes, such 
as allowing contraflow cycling in one-way 
streets, cycle parking and other niggle-
fixing. Nonetheless, these are changes 
which many cyclists will appreciate as they 
are problems which affect very many daily 
journeys. Please do report your priorities 
for new cycle parking and removal of 
obstructions at cyclingsorted.org.

We have written letters to both the County 
Council and the City Council regarding 

the need to retain 
cycling funding and staff 
following any cutbacks 
the Councils may be 
making. Without cycling 
officers we would see 
little in the way of new 
schemes. We would 
also see inappropriate 
developments being let 
through the planning 
system – one key 
role played by cycling 
officers is to provide 
internal scrutiny of the 
cycle-friendliness of 
development proposals.

Martin Lucas-Smith 
Co-ordinator
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If you like what you see in this newsletter, 
add your voice to those of our 1,100 
members by joining the Campaign.

Membership costs are low:

 £7.50 individual
 £3.50 unwaged
 £12 household.

For this, you get six newsletters a year, 
discounts at a large number of bike shops, 
and you will be supporting our work.

Join now on-line at:  
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership 

Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up 
in 1995 to voice the concerns of cyclists. 
We are not a cycling club, but a voluntary 
organisation promoting cycling for public 
benefit and representing the concerns 
of cyclists in and around Cambridge. 
Registered charity number 1138098

Our meetings, open to all, are on the first 
Tuesday of each month, 7.30 for 8.00pm 
at the Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane, 
Cambridge. 

Elected Committee Members 
and Trustees 2010-2011

Co-ordinator and Chair of Trustees –
Martin Lucas-Smith

Liaison Officer – Jim Chisholm

Membership Secretary
and Trustees’ Secretary – David Earl

Newsletter Editor – Monica Frisch

Treasurer – Chris Dorling

Events Officer – Simon Nuttall

Recruitment Officer – post vacant

Press Officer – Robin Heydon

Officers without portfolio – Bram Gerrits, 
Sally Guyer, Tess Jones, Vanessa Kelly, 
Phil Lee, Bev Nicolson and James Woodburn

Contacting the Campaign

Cambridge Cycling Campaign 
PO Box 204 
Cambridge CB4 3FN

Telephone: (01223) 690718 
Fax: (07092) 376664

Internet: www.camcycle.org.uk 
Twitter: @camcycle 
Facebook: on.fb.me/aFqoRy 
E-mail: contact@camcycle.org.uk

This newsletter is printed on recycled paper 
by Victoire Press, Bar Hill.



AGM report
There was a good turn out to hear Mike 
Davies and Patrick Joyce (Manager of the 
Cambridge Cycling Demonstration Town 
project and County Council Cycling Officer 
respectively) give a review of the lengthy list 
of schemes they’ve been dealing with over 
the past few years. 

Mike noted that the previous average 
spend on cycle facilities was 60p per head 
whereas the Cycling Demonstration Town 
bumped this up to £10. However, once this 
programme finishes in April 2011, it is very 
unlikely that there will be the funds to do 
anything other than relatively minor work. 

In the meantime, back to the good news. 
The Chisholm Trail is of particular interest to 
the Campaign and Mike reported that, since 
the feasibility study had been completed, 
it would be possible to secure sections of 
land adjacent to the guided bus route as 
they become available and build the trail 
in stages. 

There was much amusement as Mike 
joked about the suitability of the Guided 
Busway as a cycle route. As it turns out, 
when the track to Longstanton is closed 
for resurfacing it will cause problems for 
the many people who already use the route 

despite it not being officially open. Clearly, 
if you build it, they will come!

In turn, there was much relief as we were 
told that the dreadful chicane barriers that 
block the lane which leads to Riverside next 
to Tesco in Newmarket Road are to go at 
last. Bollards will replace them. 

Other points of interest, particularly when 
we think about the events that happen 
on Parker’s Piece during the year, are the 
numbers on bikes across this green space. 
The County Council funded a survey and 
over a year the predicted usage, based 
on the figures from the four days the 
enumerators were counting, is 1.4 million 
cyclists and 1.6 million pedestrians. Mike 
also introduced us to some luminescent 
discs that have been installed on the Coton 
footpath. They cost £1 each and are very 
easy to fit. All they require is a nail to fix 
them into the tarmac, which is something 
volunteers could do. Subsequent discussions 
concluded that, while they sounded like a 
great idea, they weren’t very effective. 

The talk over (it’s available as a podcast 
on the Campaign website) we had the 
reports from the Committee starting with 
the usual State of the Union address to his 

With winter approaching, we have a 
collection of tips and suggestions compiled 
by members in the harsh weather last 
winter on pages 13-14. In the meantime, 
there was a “‘elf and safety gone mad” 
story doing the rounds during last winter’s 
severe weather suggesting that people 
might be sued if someone slipped on an 
area where they had cleared away snow. 
In a letter to a constituent which was 
subsequently published, David Howarth, 
the city’s then MP, and a lawyer, outed 
it for the canard it is. As wintry weather 
approaches, we thought you might like to 
see the letter, since it is as true for good 
neighbours clearing the way for cyclists as 
for pedestrians.

fellow cyclists from Martin Lucas-Smith. 
He highlighted the events, campaigns and 
other activity that the Campaign has been 
involved with over the past year including 
two Rides for Joy and the iBike bike fair. 

Unfortunately, nobody had been found to 
make an independent audit of the accounts 
so Chris Dorling appealed for help with this. 
(Volunteers have since come forward  – 
thank you). The accounts were nevertheless 
accepted. 

Other reports were given and then we 
went on to the formal business of electing 
a new committee. Now we have charitable 
status, the process had to change. There 
was a bit of confusion as we tried to work 
out how many people had been proposed 
for the posts available. In the end, though 
there were nine standing for the seven 
General Campaigner roles, two candidates 
having previously indicated their intent to 
withdraw if that meant new members could 
be on the Committee. So no voting was 
needed, which I was mildly disappointed 
about, oddly. But we had the prospect of 
the Maypole to cheer us up so the chairs 
were swiftly stacked and the traditional 
dash to grab a pint began. 

Bev Nicolson

Clearing snow doesn’t make you liable

...Fortunately, the law is not what the 
media like to give the impression that 
it is. Liability in these circumstances is 
well nigh impossible.

There is no liability for failing to put 
right dangerous conditions that one 
had nothing to do with creating. If 
one attempts to improve a dangerous 
situation, there can be no liability if 

the situation that results from one’s 
intervention is the equivalent in terms 
of risk, or is less risky, than the original 
situation. This is so no matter how 
badly injured the passer-by.

Furthermore, in the very unlikely case 
where the intervention does make the 
situation more risky, it is not enough to 
show that the passer-by fell over. The 
passer-by would have to show that he 
would not have fallen over anyway, or 
would not have injured himself just as 
badly in some other way – something 
that is very hard to do.

Finally, even if the risk was made worse 
and the injury was caused specifically 
by the enhancement of the risk that the 
householder was responsible for, there 
is still no liability unless the passer-by 
can prove that the householder acted 
in an unreasonable way. Since most 
people think, as you and I do, that it 
is perfectly reasonable to clear the 
snow from the pavement outside one’s 
house, even if the case had not been 

thrown out previously, it would fail on 
this point.

There is no known case of anyone 
in this country ever being sued 
successfully in these circumstances. The 
nearest we have ever come is a case in 
which the fire brigade turned up at a 
fire, did nothing apart from turn off 
the building’s sprinkler system and then 
left, leaving the building to burn down. 
In a case in which the coastguard 
looked for some canoeists who had 
fallen into the sea and went off in 
entirely the wrong direction so that 
they were always looking in the wrong 
place, so that the canoeists drowned, 
the court decided that they were not 
liable because they had not made the 
situation any worse for the canoeists.

There is no need for a change in the 
law. What we need instead is a change 
in the quality of the people who write 
and edit newspapers.

Yours sincerely, David Howarth MP
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Jim Chisholm, Martin Lucas-Smith and I took the train to this event, 
which is part of the series of conferences held every six months by 
CTC and CycleNation (the federation of UK cycle campaigns).

Cycling from Edinburgh’s Waverley Station, through the rain on 
unfamiliar, hilly and poorly maintained streets, we saw out Friday 
night at The Bike Station. This is a very lively community centre cum 
bike workshop/café. It’s a big warehouse-style room with bikes, 
tyres and inner tubes hanging from scaffolding – which is being 
used here for storage. The station services bikes, or allows you to 
use their facilities to fix your own machines.

On Saturday the venue was a big city church now converted into 
the four-storey  Eric Liddell Centre (he of Chariots of Fire fame).

The conference was opened by Councillor Gordon Mackenzie from 
Edinburgh City Council, who has a transport and environmental 
brief. I got the feeling that he had done some good things but, 
judging by the reaction from the audience, not enough. The main 
joke was that the city had signed up to the Brussels charter of 15% 
of journeys to work by bike by 2020, but that funding for cycling 
was barely 1% and set to be swallowed up by the city’s failing 
tram project.

Transport for London had plenty to talk about – their cycling 
superhighways and the success of the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme 
(affectionately known as the Boris Bikes) had kept them extremely 
busy. Importantly for their acceptance, these schemes have had a 
neutral effect on the journey times of buses. The hire bikes currently 
need to be pre-registered, but that will be relaxed by ‘the end of 
the year’. The hire scheme will be extended to the Olympic area by 
2012. Questions from the audience challenged the quality of the 
‘superhighways’, and queried why the hire bikes are not suitable for 
people less than about 5’3” tall.

Edinburgh CycleNation Conference 2010

Philip Darnton shocked us all with his story about the demise of 
Cycling England. He explained  that the quango had only four staff, 
no office and cost only £200,000 annually to run – managing a 
portfolio of £140 million of cycling investment. Despite all the strong 
and clear arguments about how efficiently they’d handled public 
money and how many people had been converted to cycling, none 
of that logic mattered amidst the fervour of a new government 
wanting to be seen making decisive changes. He’d recently been 
told by ministers that ‘if we don’t close you down we’ll end up 
like Greece’ – bankrupt and with rioting on the streets. That was 
how much his portfolio, less than a quarter of 1% of the annual 
transport budget, mattered.

It was left to CTC’s campaign manager Roger Geffen to draw the 
mixed messages of these opening threads together into some kind 
of goal for the conference. South of the border we’ve got to work 
out how to get the most out of the Coalition Government’s new 
Sustainable Development Fund.

The brilliant Rodney St Tunnel, now an important link on National Cycle Route 75 heading north from Edinburgh city centre. 
This 19th-century tunnel became a redundant rail link when the Forth Bridge opened in 1890.

National Cycle Route 75 follows the towpath alongside the 
Water of Leith almost at its end on the coast by the docks.

Cambridge Cycling Campaign
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After lunch I attended a stimulating workshop session on the issue 
of segregation. This boiled down to whether enthusiasm for, or 
hostility to, segregated paths should change if the law governing 
right of way at side roads changes. (See rule 170 of the Highway 
Code.) Sadly this lively debate ran out of time when we all had to 
move on to the next set of workshop sessions.

The feeling of the closing session was that cycling faced an uncertain 
short-term future. Some wrong decisions would be made about 
where to spend money on transport. But there was a definite sense 
that more and stronger investment in cycling lies just around the 
corner, and that we’ve got to be working now to steer government 
towards making those right decisions.

Edinburgh Spokes put on an excellent Ceilidh that night and we had a 
choice of three cycle tours of the city the next day. Clicking through to 
edinburgh.cyclestreets.net/photos/all/ will give you a taste of what 
we found. We extend our warm thanks to them for hosting such a 
lively and well attended conference, and to the folks at CycleNation 
and CTC who put so much effort into goading speakers to attend 
and getting the event to run smoothly.

Simon Nuttall

Another place, another problem?
Jim Chisholm adds...

I’ve just spent a long weekend in Edinburgh, and as well as attending 
the CycleNation conference I had a chance to explore this splendid 
city and even read some of the local press.

So apart from being far from flat and somewhat larger, what has 
Edinburgh in common with Cambridge?

Edinburgh has lots of lovely buildings, big green open spaces with 
cycle paths (although they are well lit), plenty of visitors speaking 
a multitude of languages, and a public transport project, late of 
delivery, over budget, and mired in controversy.

The Guided Bus seems small fry compared with the Edinburgh 
Tram: 

•  The chairman of Edinburgh’s beleaguered trams project, David 
Mackay, has resigned with immediate effect.

• The project is behind schedule and over budget after a legal 
dispute between the company in charge of building the tram 
line and its main contractors.

•  Tram bosses are due to give the council a finance report by 
mid-September.

•  It emerged on Friday that Edinburgh City Council is drawing up 
plans to borrow another £55 m to help fund the scheme. 

•  It is also considering replacing current contractor Bilfinger Berger.

•  Independent MSP Margo Macdonald said she believed it could 
be time to call a halt to the project amid reports its £545m 
budget will be exceeded.

One of the differences is that numbers of cyclists have had crashes 
after skidding on the rails, whereas our Guided Bus project should 
provide significant benefits for cyclists through the parallel cycle 
path. Also, given the latest reports issued by the County Council, 
we may even have the southern section operating long before the 
first tram runs in Edinburgh.

Edinburgh’s tram, at five times the cost of our Busway, and 
rising, is mired in contractor and financial difficulty.

 The Bike Station – a bike shop-cum-community centre
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Hills Road bridge – latest news 
Work is continuing on Hills Road bridge and 
the junctions at its ends. As described in 
Newsletters 86, 87 and 89, this will provide 
a new access road into the station opposite 
Brooklands Avenue and remodelling of 
traffic lanes over the bridge to make more 
room for cyclists and to provide a clear 
layout for left-turning traffic crossing the 
path of cyclists going straight on. The 
basic layout is similar to the successful 

arrangement for traffic turning left to cross 
the path of cyclists going straight on at the 
junction of Trumpington Road (outbound) 
with Brooklands Avenue (see illustration in 
Newsletter 87).

Roadworks will continue into the New 
Year but the lanes over the bridge should 
be largely complete by Christmas. The 
Guided Busway and cycleway under the 

bridge are already nearly finished. The 
County Council expects the contractor 
to complete the whole southern 
Guided Busway by mid-January and other 
contractors to work on completing the 
tarmac surfacing of the maintenance track/
cycleway alongside soon after.

While the new Hills Road bridge scheme is 
a very positive development, not all aspects 
are quite as proposed. In some cases 
improvements have been made, in others 
not. The County Council Officers concerned 
still will not provide a phase in the signals 
for cycle movements from the new road 
from the station into Brooklands Avenue. 
The cycle lanes over the bridge are not 
nearly as bright red and prominent as they 
should be.

We recently met Council Officers to discuss 
these and some lesser problems in detail. 

The whole scheme should see major 
improvements for cyclists and pedestrians, 
large numbers of whom travel through the 
area each day. A recent County Council 
count shows 5,377 cyclists and 4,420 
pedestrians using the bridge between 7am 
and 7pm on a weekday. Injury casualties 
have been relatively high. According to 
the County Council’s Safety Audit dated 
18 March this year, there were 34 reported 
cases of minor injuries and four cases of 
serious injuries suffered on the bridge and at 
the junctions at each end between January 
2004 and June 2009. Of these 38 cases, 
27 involved cyclists – a higher proportion 
than elsewhere. 

New street lights are still to be installed. 
A so-far missing length of outbound cycle 
lane will soon be installed outside the 
Earl of Derby pub. We were becoming 
concerned that it was not yet there. The 
hazardous pinchpoint at this location should 
then disappear. 

Beneficial changes 
• The new toucan crossing is to be a 

little closer to the Brooklands Avenue 
junction. Land has been acquired to 
provide ramps down from the toucan in 
two directions leading to new routes to 
the station and the busway. This means 
the U-turn required by the original 
design has been removed.

• The Ahead Only markings and 
straight-ahead arrow that appear 
to suggest you can’t turn right into 
Homerton Street (opposite Cherry 
Hinton Road) are to be corrected as 

Cambridge Cycling Campaign
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is the absence of cycle logos in the 
advanced stop boxes. We should get a 
logo in front of each of the traffic lanes 
at both ends of the bridge.

Officers also agreed to see whether the 
inbound cycle lane on the Homerton Street 
side of the bridge can start immediately 
after the junction. Currently it starts maybe 
15 m further on.

Problems 
• Most important of all, the Project 

Manager is still firm in his view that 
cyclists will be banned from crossing 
from the new road directly into 
Brooklands Avenue. We fear that 
some cyclists will make this manoeuvre 
anyway, putting themselves at serious 
risk. While some signing at critical 
locations within the station area 
may help (and they have agreed to 
consider this, subject to the developer’s 
approval), this is the most direct and 
obvious route for cyclists and banning 
it is unreasonable. Officers say they 

‘recognise some cyclists will do this’, so 
they could be said to be building hazard 
into the scheme.

• The colour of the cycle lanes on 
the bridge is wrong. At the earlier 
consultations we were assured that the 
lanes would be bright red. The lanes 
installed are a very dull maroon colour. 
In some light conditions they are almost 
indistinguishable from ordinary tarmac. 
Officers claim the material will lighten 
over years but tests to try to accelerate 
this have failed. We are sceptical given 
experience elsewhere in Cambridge, 
though the material used for the bridge 
cycle lanes is supposed to be different. 
The lanes also need more cycle logos – 
we think at 10 m intervals – to emphasise 
their role. This might go some way to 
making the lanes more prominent, but 
a solution which provides the colour 

that was promised needs to be found. 
New bright red surface coatings should 
be investigated to see if they would be 
suitable for heavily trafficked areas.

• At present neither cyclists nor motorists, 
whether they are travelling inbound or 

outbound, have sufficient warning 
that they have to change direction 
on, or just beyond, the crest of the 
bridge. This is a potentially hazardous 
situation. Really well-designed and well-
located road signs are essential, as well 
as clearly visible islands and effective 
road markings.  

• The Ahead Only lettering and arrow 
on the road surface at the Brooklands 
Avenue end of the bridge does not 
recognise that some cyclists (along 
with buses) will legitimately be 
turning right from this lane. We fear 
that such cyclists will be harassed by 
motorists when they try to use the traffic 
lane to make this manoeuvre (‘you’ve 
got the cycle lane, so damn well use it’). 
Officers agreed to look at whether the 
signs (yet to be installed) can show this 
but are not willing to amend the road 
markings.

• Cyclists have been prevented from using 
some of the length of the slip lane from 

the bridge into Cherry Hinton Road by 
an unnecessary physical build-out. 
The project manager admitted this was 
too long, but insisted it was required to 
align cars with the island ahead of it. We 
think white lines would do the job just 
as well and want the build-out removed.

Getting onto the Busway
We would also like to see a long, gently-
sloping pedestrian/cycle ramp down from 
the Trumpington side of the bridge onto the 
maintenance track of the Guided Busway. 
Looking over the parapet of the bridge, it 
is now clear that a ramp might be possible 
wholly on Busway land. This would provide 
better access from, for example, Hills Road 
Sixth Form College both to the station 
and towards Trumpington and also from 
the busway towards the city centre. An 
additional or alternative pedestrian/cyclist 
route to the Busway could be constructed 
via the Unex (City House) entrance on the 
bridge if Unex would allow pedestrians 
and cyclists through their land as part of 
the current negotiations over planning 
permission for a new building.

If the problems we have outlined can be 
resolved, we believe that fundamentally the 
scheme is a good one.

James Woodburn 

Cyclists will be banned from crossing from the new 
road directly into Brooklands Avenue. We fear that 
some cyclists will make this manoeuvre anyway, 
putting themselves at serious risk.

The colour of the cycle 
lanes on the bridge is 
wrong. At the earlier 
consultations we were 
assured that the lanes 
would be bright red.

Cycle lanes over Hills Road bridge as at 16 November. In this low morning light there 
is virtually no apparent colour difference, only a slight difference in texture.
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Gilbert Road cycle lanes: approved at last!
After years of campaigning, Cambridge cyclists should soon have 
more effective and safer cycle lanes along the whole length of 
both sides of Gilbert Road. What should be the final step in a very 
long series of county council and city council consultations and 
committee meetings was taken by the Cambridge Environment and 
Traffic Management Area Joint Committee (AJC) on 18 October. 
We are told that the lanes will be installed by Christmas and that 
the double yellow lines etc. will be put in early in the new year.

The lanes will, we are assured, be a good clear red colour. They will 
be advisory (non-mandatory) which means that they can be wider 
than if they were mandatory. They will be 1.7 metres wide which is 
more than almost all other cycle lanes in Cambridge apart from the 
new Hills Road bridge lanes which are 2.1 metres.

The main problem with the existing cycle lanes is that car parking 
has been allowed in them throughout the day and night. This is 
very unusual in Cambridge where almost everywhere car parking 
is banned in both mandatory and non-mandatory lanes. As a result 
of this anomaly, cyclists have been forced to pull out into fast traffic 
which is intimidating and potentially dangerous, especially for 
children and other less experienced or less confident cyclists. There 
are more schools in the Gilbert Road area than almost anywhere 
else in the city and providing conditions that will encourage more 
children to cycle to school is an important aim which in general the 
schools have strongly supported. Good quality lanes along this key 
cycle route to the city centre will also encourage new residents in 
the extensive new developments planned beyond Gilbert Road to 
cycle rather than use their cars.

At the AJC meeting an overwhelming majority of councillor 
members (from both the city and county councils) voted to 

approve the 24-hour ban on car parking in the cycle lanes. Loading 
and unloading will be prohibited during the peak hours in the 
morning and afternoon but the original proposals were modified 
so that the loading ban will start at 8 am instead of 7 am. At the 
meeting a council officer explained that picking up and dropping 
off car passengers will be permitted at all times but no waiting 
will be allowed even if the driver remains in the vehicle. Almost all 
residents have parking space, usually for more than one vehicle, on 
their own land so these regulations will cause less difficulty than in 
those parts of the city where residents cannot park off-road.

The speed of traffic along Gilbert Road remains a problem. The road 
layout encourages some drivers to break the 30 mph speed limit but 
the width and the prominence of the new cycle lanes might lead 
to some speed reduction. The speed reduction measures originally 
proposed, which were backed by a majority of those  responding 
to the county council’s consultation, have not been brought into 
effect. However, the county council will reconsider the speed issue 
when the operation of the improved cycle lanes is reviewed. We 
hope that future speed reduction will be an issue over which we 
can work in cooperation with local residents and with schools as 
well as with local councillors of all political parties

Our thanks to the county council’s cycle officers for designing 
and consulting on the cycle lane scheme, to Cycle England for 
contributing funds for it and to councillors for approving it.

James Woodburn

Gilbert Road: proper cycle lanes rather than what 
were effectively parking lanes will hopefully lessen 
pavement cycling like this, but speed reduction 
measures (which were originally proposed) are 
probably still desirable.
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Good in parts

After collecting dust for some 18 months since completion with 
government funding, the Addenbrooke’s Road (as it is now known), 
is open and connected to the Addenbrooke’s site by the recently 
finished Boulevard now named Francis Crick Way. 

I’ve been cycling past this construction site for years, and although 
the Campaign has been involved in consultations the devil is often 
in the detail. We rarely see any construction drawings, so I’ve been 
interested to see how the routes are on the ground and on a bike.

The junction with Hauxton Road is clearly terrible. The Campaign had 
high hopes that the alternative routes, being a new link from near 
Hauxton Mill using a concrete farm road and an accommodation 
bridge over the M11, linked to the path adjacent to the Guided 
Bus track, would have been available by now. The route forms part 
of the planning permission for Trumpington Meadows, and the 
Campaign clearly missed a trick by not requesting that the route be 
a condition for the start of main works. Few cyclists will be happy 
using any junction of this size, and we need to apply pressure for 
the alternative route to be made available as soon as possible.

There have been discussions at many levels regarding hybrid lanes, 
shared-use paths and on-road lanes, but although we’ve no hybrid 
lanes, Addenbrooke’s Road does have both 1.5 m on-road lanes 
and a segregated shared-use path complete with marked priority 
over planned side roads. Once housing development is completed, 
the shared-use paths on the north side should give easy access to 
schools and shops without the need to cross Addenbrooke’s Road.

Francis Crick Way should, I believe be a 20 mph road, but I can see 
no sign. The original proposals here were for shared-use paths, but 
with a road which will have many side turnings, such facilities are 
poor, and on a 20 mph route should be unnecessary. 1.5 m on-
road lanes are now provided, but for short lengths adjacent to the 

guided bus crossing, shared-use paths are also available. These will 
permit cyclists to either decant onto the footway for a right turn 
with pedestrians, or to turn left avoiding the red light.

So, if it is ‘good in parts,’ what do I like?

• Mandatory on-road cycle lanes with the option to leave the 
road easily if life gets too difficult.

• Cycle lanes that stop short of the roundabouts, such that right-
turning cyclists don’t feel forced to keep left.

• Shared-use paths adjacent to proposed housing developments 
to help with short trips, and allow young children to make 

unaccompanied trips.

And which bad bits need fixing to 
make it a ‘good egg’?

• Speed limits on 
Addenbrooke’s Road need 
reducing to 30 mph.

• The link from the Shelford 
to Addenbrooke’s cycleway to 
Francis Crick Way needs lighting.

• Modifications are needed 
where cyclists travelling south 
leave Francis Crick Way to join the 
National Cycle Route.

There are some other items 
on a ‘snagging list’ and some 
Campaign members have 
offered to help with an audit of 
these routes. Yet more routes in 
this area will become available 
(perhaps in spring) once the path 
by the Guided Bus to Cambridge 
station is complete.

Jim Chisholm

Access to Addenbrooke’s

A new cycleway links the ‘genome path’ from Shelford under 
the road bridge to the developing Addenbrooke’s site.

Map base copyright © OpenStreetMap.org and contributors licensed CCbySA2.0
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Cycleways like buses...
Wait for ages for a cycle route to come along, and then several all 
arrive together! 

We have seen several new routes open in recent weeks with 
several more to come. These are the culmination of the preparation 
work that CycleCambridge has been doing since its inception 
two years ago.

Wandlebury
In the late summer we saw a new path opened between the 
Babraham Road Park & Ride site up the hill to Wandlebury. Like the 
other new cycleways, this path is built to a much higher standard 
than we have previously seen in the area. This one is 2.5 m wide 
and well surfaced.

It has been argued that because of potential high speeds of 
cyclists coming down the hill, this is still not really wide enough. 
Nevertheless, it is considerably better than anything we have seen 
before. It is rather like what the Dutch were doing 20 years ago in 
similar rural situations. (In the Netherlands now, many such paths 
are being replaced with 4 m-ish cycleways set back from roads). 
There is nothing special where the cycleway crosses the arms of 
the Lime Kiln Hill roundabout: cyclists still have to deviate from a 
straight line and give way to two streams of traffic.

However, what this route does do is open up Wandlebury and 
Magog Downs Country Parks for families to cycle to recreationally. 
Only the most die-hard of cyclists would have done this previously 
along the dualled section of the A1307. Indeed, a cyclist was 
seriously injured by a bus on this stretch of road not so many years 

One notable feature of the Madingley 
Road cycleway, which we have been 
calling for for years, is that it will have 
priority over side roads

ago. Linking with the existing rather poorer quality path from 
Addenbrooke’s and the lanes and paths on Hills Road, there is now 
a protected route pretty much all the way from town. In this it has 
the real potential to replace quite a lot of road trips for weekend 
afternoons out by cycle.

Sawston

Also in South Cambridgeshire, routes either side of Sawston 
opened in early November. To the west, an existing footway has 
been widened and properly surfaced between the Spicers factory 
just west of the Sawston bypass and Whittlesford village. This has 
involved constructing a new bridge across the Cam where previously 
there was a narrow footbridge with steps. At the Whittlesford 
end, there are two choices: to go through the churchyard or to 
take the (improved) path out to the Whittlesford to Shelford road. 
National Route 11, which currently goes down Sawston High Street 
and along London Road (the main roads through Sawston) and 
alongside the busy main road to Hinxton, will be re-routed via this 
new cycleway. Which of the routes through the village it will take 
before continuing to Duxford has not yet been decided.

Though, at 2 m, this path is not quite as wide as some of the other 
new paths, it should be ample for the amount of traffic it will carry. 

It is likely to be popular with students at Sawston Village College. 
The crossing of the bypass may be a cause for concern, though 
visibility is much better here than where NCN11 already crosses it 
further north, and each direction can be crossed separately with 
plenty of room to wait in the middle.

On the other side of Sawston a new 2.5 m cycleway starts at the 
edge of the built-up area and runs on the south side of the road 
as far as Babraham (crossing it and turning left near the end). Land 
was purchased to achieve the width: the path runs behind the 
hedge line in what was previously a field. Babraham is only a tiny Press photographers snapping the opening of the 

Wandlebury cycleway.

New bridge over the upper reaches of the Cam at the 
opening of the Sawston-Whittlesford cycleway.

Cambridge Cycling Campaign
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Councillors withdrew funding at the last minute. Cyclists would 
therefore be best advised to come off the path before the junction 
and rejoin it afterwards. This rather defeats the point of the scheme 
and it is very disappointing that Councillors have undermined the 
Cycle Cambridge project in this way.

Further west, while improvements have been made along the main 
road through Histon, it now looks as though the cycleway between 

Histon and Cottenham will also not now go ahead. This time it is 
not the Council’s fault, though with more time, which the abolition 
of Cycling England has made impossible, it might have succeeded. 
The constraint here was land ownership, and it has not proved 
possible to negotiate deals with the 20 or so separate landowners 
in the time available.

More positively, construction continues apace along Madingley 
Road where a wide cycleway on the in-bound side will be 
complemented by a rather ordinary but long overdue 1.5 m cycle 
lane on the out-bound side. One notable feature of the cycleway, 
which we have been calling for for years, is that it will have priority 
over side roads (except Storey’s Way, where there is a smooth slip 
off and on for cyclists who do not want to take the diversion across 
the speed table set well back from the junction).

When work starts on The Tins path between the end of Mill Road 
and Cherry Hinton in the new year, as we expect, it will be closed 
for several weeks from Burnside to the fitness centre whilst the 
footbridge over the stream is replaced and the path as far as the 
railway bridge is widened. Work has just started on Cherry Hinton 
Road past the park (which will also feature priority over some side 
roads, though not all, and with some rather tortuous wiggles, 
which makes it less appealing than it might have been).

David Earl

village, though the new path will again serve Sawston VC students. 
However, the longer-term aspiration is to surface a path which links 
to the new one, to complete a route through to Abington, and in 
particular to the large research park at Granta Park.

Coming up
The path between Fen Ditton and Horningsea is already proving 
popular despite not yet being open! Again significantly wider and 
smoother than previous examples, this scheme is badly let down 
by the need to cross the extremely busy A14 slip roads. The off-
ramp has been signalled for a long time, but not the on-ramp. The 
plan was to signal this to incorporate a cycle crossing, but County 

It is very disappointing that Councillors 
have undermined the Cycle Cambridge 
project by withdrawing funding for 
signals at the A14 at the last minute

Whittlesford end of the Sawston-Whittlesford cycleway.

Map base copyright © OpenStreetMap.org and contributors licensed CCbySA2.0
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The last Newsletter included a short piece which described what we 
did when we went to Oxford in August for the Campaign’s annual 
study tour. Our hosts (Cyclox, the Cycling Campaign for Oxford) 
organised a tour of the city for us to see some of the facilities and 
get an idea of what it is like to cycle there.

In this article we describe some of the things we discovered and 
compare Oxford with Cambridge. Thanks to the other participants, 
especially Phil and Paul, for their input to this.

Buses, buses, and more buses!
Buses seemed to be everywhere in Oxford – at least on all the 
main roads and in the city centre. Oxford has developed differently 
from Cambridge in that the decision was taken some years ago 
to concentrate development in the neighbouring towns, such as 
Bicester, Abingdon, Kidlington and Witney, and bus networks have 
developed to support this distribution of population.

Interestingly, there are even streets in the town centre which 
are closed to cyclists from 10 am to 6 pm but are open to buses 
during that time. Cyclox has produced a 10-minute video (www.
camcycle.org.uk/jumpto/nl93cyclox) which shows cyclists and bus 
drivers talking about their experiences of each other on Cowley 
Road, a busy road leading out to the south-east of Oxford which is 
somewhat akin to Cambridge’s Mill Road in terms of the businesses 
on it. This is perhaps something which we might consider raising 
with Stagecoach.

Narrow cycle lanes
Many of the cycle lanes in Oxford are very narrow, even compared 
with some of the poorer ones in Cambridge, such as on Histon 
Road. However, we were told that they are popular, because they 
act as queue-busting lanes during the rush hours, much as the ones 
on Histon Road do.

We were, of course, in Oxford at the weekend, so the traffic was 
presumably lighter than during the week. But we did experience 
traffic queues on Botley Road around 5 pm on Saturday afternoon 
and the lanes did allow us to keep moving. On the other hand, buses 
going past felt very close when we were in these narrow lanes. The 
other disadvantage is that they make it more difficult to take the 
lane when passing traffic islands, something we experienced on 
Abingdon Road on Saturday morning.

20 mph
Oxford has had a 20 mph speed limit in much of the city centre 
for some time now, including on most of the main arterial roads. 
Although not universally observed, it does make for more pleasant 
cycling. Hopefully we will see similar improvements here as the 
20 mph limits settle down.

An interesting approach to making cyclists more comfortable has 
also been tried in a couple of places: on Cowley Road, for example, 
where the cycle lanes are intermittent, there are repeated 20 signs 
painted on the road, there are advanced stop lines at some zebra 
crossings (not just at signalled junctions), and alternating parking 
bays with the road winding between them.

Around the shops on Banbury Road they have done away with 
cycle lanes and just painted cycle symbols on the road to remind 
drivers that cyclists use the road, too; this is something that might 
be worth trying in Cambridge.

Other impressions
There seemed to be fewer cyclists in Oxford than in Cambridge, but 
this may have been because it was the weekend. It was also out of 
term time, rather cool for August and wet (very wet!) for a period 
around lunch-time, which may have had an effect on numbers. 

There are few paths across open land in Oxford, and the University 
does not allow cycling in the parks (although they have recently 
allowed wheeling of bikes in one of them). We saw a really excellent 
cycle facility alongside Marston Ferry Road, a ‘B’ road that runs past 
Cherwell School on the north side of the city; this is a segregated 
track, mostly at least 4 m wide and well surfaced, and at times 
separated from the road by a hedge.

The access to this track at the eastern end is well thought out, and 
although the track eventually stops and drops into a cycle lane as 
the road re-enters the residential area (with a subway to get across 
to the school), it is a very comfortable way to cover the mile for 
which it lasts.

We were quite impressed by the amount of good quality cycle 
parking, although Oxford cyclists might take issue with that (see the 
next section). We saw one example of the thought that has gone 
in to cycle parking: Oxford has a Christmas tree in Broad Street 

Oxford study tour

Really narrow cycle lanes. These are in Parks Road, 
just north of the centre.

Cyclox on YouTube: cyclists’ and bus drivers’ 
experience of each other.
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near Balliol College during December; but rather than have no cycle 
parking here all year, the racks can be removed by the council while 
the tree is there and replaced when the tree goes.

And our hosts were delighted to discover on the tour that one of 
their bugbears – barriers on the access to a riverside path – had 
suddenly disappeared. This was close to the Donnington Bridge, 
which those who heard Cyclox’s presentation to our August monthly 
meeting may recall is where a two-way cycle track has been created 
on one side of the road by taking space from the road with blocks.

Travel to Work survey
Our first visit to Keble College was for a presentation on the results 
of a Travel to Work survey carried out by Oxfordshire County 
Council, given by Aron Wisdom, a travel planner working for the 
Council. He explained that this was an internet survey sent to major 
employers and educational establishments in Oxford.

A total of 3,733 people responded (although only 3,285 gave 
information on their mode of travel), providing both qualitative 
and quantitative data. The data collected were fairly comprehensive 
and included trip start and end postcodes, route, day and time of 
travel, trip duration and primary mode of transport and route, as 
well as details of multi-mode trips and availability of parking. Where 
appropriate, walking, cycling and bus surveys were included, too.

A succession of mild winters means that many people have little 
experience of cycling in snowy or icy conditions. The following hints 
have been compiled to help you cope with winter weather.

Be prepared
Check the local weather forecast and bear in mind that the 
weather can be quite different even a short distance away.

Wrap up warm and make sure you are wearing boots or shoes 
with a good grip, in case you need to walk or to use feet as extra 
brakes and so you do not slip when putting your feet down as 
you stop. 

The modal split gave 30% of respondents using a car to get to 
work, 25% cycling, 17% travelling by bus, 10% using park and 
ride, and 8% walking. The remaining 10% were split between train, 
lift, powered two-wheeler and ‘other’; the last of these categories 
accounted for 2% of respondents, and more than a third of those 
in that category used a bicycle for part of their journey.

The cycling survey was completed by 800 people, of whom 
more than 80% classed themselves as experienced cyclists and 
around 75% claimed to be confident cyclists. Significantly more 
respondents classed themselves as fast cyclists than not. (The 
methodology asked people whether they strongly agreed, agreed, 
neither agreed nor disagreed, disagreed or strongly disagreed 
with each aspect.) However, when asked if they felt safe cycling in 
Oxford, the results were more spread out, with few people taking 
a strong view either way. More than half of those in the survey 
felt there were insufficient cycle facilities, while only a quarter felt 
that the existing facilities were good. Around 60% felt that cycle 
parking provision was inadequate. Asked what would encourage 
more cycling, the top choices (in descending order) were more 
road space (over 50%), off-carriageway provision (just under 
40%), better surface conditions and more cycle parking. Next came 
reducing traffic speeds – possibly not a big issue because of the 
20 mph limits throughout much of the city. Improving the image 
of cycling and cycle training were lowest priority. However, it has to 
be recognised that the majority of people answering the questions 
see themselves as experienced and confident cyclists, so they may 
not be the right group to determine what would get more people 
cycling. It may also be the case that the respondents as a group are 
somewhat self-selecting, so that the outcome of the survey is not 
entirely representative.

And finally …
If you heard the presentation in August, you may recall that 
James Styring, the Chair of Cyclox, has a regular column in the 
Oxford Mail. He and another writer alternate in preparing the 
weekly column, but it is always about cycling and generates a 
lot of letters, which the paper likes. This is something that would 
be good to get going here – although some may feel that the 
Cambridge News already has too many letters about cyclists, most 
of them unfavourable! 

Chris Dorling

Winter cycling
Allow plenty of time for your journey. Remember that with slippery 
surfaces, much greater care must be taken in accelerating, braking 
and turning. 

Concentrate harder, keeping your eyes open for places which 
look particularly snowy, slushy, icy or rutted.

Be considerate to other road users, including pedestrians, and 
always allow plenty of space between yourself and other road users. 

The most dangerous time, as with any analogous activity 
(skiing, skating, downhill mountain biking etc), is when you get 
over confident. 

Cycle logos on Cowley Road.
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Your bicycle
If you’ve the choice, take the bike with chunky tyres 
rather than racing slicks.

You might want to lower tyre pressure a tad, i.e., let 
a bit of air out, to increase the contact area and get 
more grip. 

Make sure your bike is well-maintained. Ensure it is 
properly lubricated, as this prevents water getting in and 
freezing on components such as brake and gear cables. 
This will normally prevent brake or gear cables freezing. 
In extremely cold weather even chains may lock.

Your route
Many cyclists who normally use cycle paths, especially 
those who cycle significant distances, may find some 
sections of their route unusable. 

The worst areas, unless treated with grit or salt, will be those which 
get least traffic, especially the cycle-only sections. The transition 
from snowy side streets to clear roads is where you’re most likely 
to encounter ice or tricky ruts.

Consider changing your route to one using main roads, which are 
more likely to have been gritted and where the amount of vehicular 
traffic will clear the snow.

Stay behind cars at junctions. Cars that accelerate too fast on 
snow/ice will slide sideways – you don’t want to be there.

Give drivers a wider berth than normal. Their windows are 
probably fogged/snowed up, and they are more than likely going 
to be concentrating very hard on the road right in front of them, 
more likely to weave around to avoid ice/ snow drifts, and might 
not check mirrors as much as usual. They also can’t necessarily stop 
or change direction as quickly as normal. 

Motorists might not expect cyclists to need to use main 
roads instead of their usual routes, but we hope they recognise 
they should not overtake dangerously close, or force cyclists into 
compacted snow adjacent to the kerb.

Make the most of having to walk occasionally, as an opportunity 
to pass through places where cycling is prohibited such as the 
Botanic Gardens, colleges and parts of commons. And take your 
camera with you! 

Riding
Be assertive. Take the lane and get the sympathy (and admiration) 
vote from cars to give you a bit more space. At traffic lights flap 
your hand up and down to the car behind you requesting them 
to move off slowly and to remind them that you are a vulnerable 
road user. 

Don’t be afraid to ride in the tracks cleared by motor vehicles, 
as this may be far safer than cycling in compacted or frozen snow 
near the gutter, or on an unsalted cycle path.

Try to relax the hands and arms, and keep your weight back, 
rather than riding leaning forward and tense, with your hands on 
the brakes, which is the natural tendency when you’re a bit anxious 
about conditions.

Try to steer ‘with your hips’ rather than your hands, making 
directional changes progressively and with your whole mass on the 
bike, rather than by sudden sharp steering inputs at the handlebars. 

It helps if you use the highest gear possible as it creates less wheel 
spin and less pedalling. You are using the same principle as a car: 
move off from stationary in 2nd or 3rd gear if you can.

If you are carrying weight try and load it evenly.

Cycling in snow can be very hard work, especially if your mudguards 
and brakes get clogged with snow. 

Watch out for unevenness caused by snow partially melting, 
forming ruts and refreezing, or lumps of ice which have fallen 
off vehicles.. 

Where ruts cause momentary ‘tramlining’ effects deal with this by 
allowing the front wheel of the bike to go where it wants; 
keep your weight back, stay relaxed and don’t rush. 

With frozen slush, which can be very uneven, walking may be a 
better option. In fact, walking with a bike can be a safer option 
than just walking as the bike provides extra support.

Where snow has become compacted it can be very slow to melt 
and can get very slippery as it melts and refreezes.

An apparently clear stretch of road can still be icy where snow 
has melted but the road surface has not dried – watch out for 
black ice.

Be very wary when close to motor vehicles on snowy/icy roads as 
drivers can easily lose control.

Approach corners cautiously, brake early and don’t accelerate until 
you are going straight again afterwards. Remember that cycling 
hard out of a corner may also cause oversteer, so use a higher gear 
than normal.

Brake early, very carefully, very gently, as much as possible in a 
straight line and with the back brake only as the wheels can lock 
up very easy. While a rear wheel skid can be exciting, a front wheel 
lock-up will have you off the bike very quickly.

For lots more advice, accounts of biking in snow and ice and reviews 
of specialist clothing, see www.icebike.com

Compiled by Monica Frisch from suggestions made by 
members of Cambridge Cycling Campaign

copyright © 2009 Alasdair Massie licensed CCbySA3.0
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December 2010

Thu 2 5.30 pm Newsletter review meeting. Grads Café on the top floor of the University Centre.

Sat 4 10.30am 
- 4.30pm

Mill Road Winter Fair. Events and stalls along Mill Road from Gonville Place to Malta Road. Come and see us 
at the Cambridge Cycling Campaign stall – a bright yellow Dutch bike. Volunteers needed.

Tue 7 8.00 pm Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30 pm, and a 
chance to chat, and for us to introduce ourselves to new members).

Mon 13 7.00 pm Seasonal social. CB2 café, 5-7 Norfolk Street.

January 2011

Sun 2 Newsletter 94 copy deadline. Please send copy to newsletter-articles@camcycle.org.uk. Members are warmly 
invited to write articles (style guidelines available) and are invited to contact the Editor in the first instance.

Tue 4 8.00pm Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (see 7 December for details).

Thu 27 7.30pm Newsletter stuffing at Baby Milk Action offices, 34 Trumpington Street. Help very much welcomed.

February 2011

Tue 1 8.00pm Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (see 7 December for details).

Thu 3 5.30pm Newsletter review meeting. Grads Café, University Centre, Mill Lane.

Sun 27 Newsletter 95 copy deadline. Please send copy to newsletter-articles@camcycle.org.uk. Members are warmly 
invited to write articles (style guidelines available) and are invited to contact the Editor in the first instance.

March 2011

Tue 1 8.00pm Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (see 7 December for details).

Thu 24 7.30pm Newsletter stuffing at Baby Milk Action offices, 34 Trumpington Street. Help very much welcomed.

Campaign diary

City and County Council committees

Campaign members may be interested in attending Planning 
Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often 
include cycling and walking issues. Joint Development Control 
Committee meetings, which determine the Planning Applications 
relating to the major housing development proposals for the 
Cambridge sub-region, are also open to the public. 

Cambridge Cycling Campaign studies and comments upon 
agendas and papers for Cambridge Traffic Management Area 
Joint Committee meetings, and these meetings are also open to 
the public.

Agendas, venues etc are available about a week beforehand at 
www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy and 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council

DECEMBER 2010 

Thu 2 10.00 am Joint Development Control Committee – 
Cambridge Fringes

Wed 8 10.00 am Joint Development Control Committee – 
Cambridge Fringes Development Control 
Forum

Wed 15 9.30 am Planning Committee
Thu 16  7.00 pm East Area Committee
Wed 22 10.00 am Development Control Forum

JANUARY 2011 

Thu 6 7.30 pm West/Central Area Committee  
Wed 12  9.30 am Planning Committee

Wed 12  7.30 pm South Area Committee
Wed 26 10.00 am Joint Development Control Committee – 

Cambridge Fringes
Thu 27  6.30 pm North Area Committee

FEBRUARY 2011

Wed 2  10.00 am Joint Development Control Committee – 
Cambridge Fringes Development Control 
Forum

Thu 10 7.00 pm East Area Committee
Thu 24 7.30 pm West/Central Area Committee  

MARCH 2011

Thu 3 7.30 pm South Area Committee

The Cambridge group of the CTC organises a range of 
rides which are described at  
site.ctc-cambridge.org.uk/search/label/ourridesprogramme  
with links to the lists of forthcoming rides. 

Note there are no Saturday morning rides in winter.

Cycle rides
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Progress on Cycle Cambridge routes
Cycle routes to Wandlebury and Sawston have recently opened 
as have new roads through the Addenbrooke’s site, while work is 
progressing on other Cycle Cambridge schemes. See elsewhere in 
this Newsletter for further details.

New Bit

Work on New Bit (National 
Cycle Route 11) was finally 
completed in late October. 
This is the stretch of NCN 
11 that runs through 
the meadow alongside 
Trumpington Road, opposite 
the Botanic Garden. Further 
on, a branch of the path 
goes across the river towards 
Newnham. Readers may recall 
that there was some delay in 
reconstructing the path as 
permission had to be sought 
from the then Secretary of 
State to build on common 
land. Happily, this was 
granted and the result is that 
the path has been widened 

Photomap this month: 
editor’s pick
#22641: create your own roundabout. 
A cyclist watches an artist in 
Lauriston, Edinburgh

This month’s pick from the CycleStreets photomap on our 
website. For more cycling-related photos of Cambridge and 
beyond, or to add your own, visit  
www.cyclestreets.net/photomap

from 1.8 to 2.5 metres which easily accommodates people both 
on foot and on bicycles. The path has been given a wooden edging 
along New Bit with the tarmac laid twice and rolled. The scrub to 
the side has also been cut back (though I’m not sure foragers of 
blackberries will get a better harvest next year). Whilst the surface 
is not as smooth as it could be, it is nonetheless a joy to use and 
the two angled cattle grids at the Brooklands Avenue entrance 
help enormously. The litter bin which was removed needs to be 
replaced with one with some kind of cover to prevent cattle and 
other animals rummaging among the rubbish. Replacement of the 
bin is important to prevent litter along this attractive path, on the 
Common or in the Brook.

St Andrew’s Street
Since mid-October a section of road by the John Lewis department 
store has been closed. People on foot could get through but cyclists 
needed to dismount and wheel their bikes past the barriers. The 
closure was the result of roadworks at the junction of St Andrew’s 
Street and Emmanuel Street to deal with subsidence. The work was 
expected to take only a fortnight but then an underground cavern, 
which it transpired belongs to BT, was found. It was reopened 
on 19 November.

Mill Road
The stretch of Mill Road between Tenison Road and Hemingford Road 
will be closed on Saturday 4 December, from 10.30am to 5pm for 
the Winter Fair.

New Bit widened (there are two 
parallel cattle grids). Below: 
the opening with councillors 
Ian Nimmo-Smith, Cambridge 
City Council and Tony Orgee, 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
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