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Co-ordinator’s comment

If you like what you see in this newsletter, 
add your voice to those of our 1000 
members by joining the Campaign.

Membership costs are low:

 £7.50 individual
 £3.50 unwaged
 £12 household. 

For this, you get six newsletters a year, 
discounts at a large number of bike shops, 
and you will be supporting our work.

Join now on-line at:  
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership. 

Please get in touch if you want to hear more.

Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up  
in 1995 to voice the concerns of cyclists. 
We are not a cycling club, but an 
organisation for lobbying and campaigning 
for the rights of cyclists, and for promoting 
cycling in and around Cambridge.

Don’t forget our meetings, open to all,  
are on the first Tuesday of each month, 
7.30 for 8.00pm at the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge. 

Elected Officers 2009-2010

Co-ordinator – Martin Lucas-Smith

Liaison Officer – Jim Chisholm

Membership Secretary – David Earl

Newsletter Editor – Monica Frisch

Treasurer – Chris Dorling

Events Officer – Simon Nuttall

Recruitment Officer – John Cooter

Press and Publicity Officer – vacant

Secretary – vacant

Officers Without Portfolio – Klaas 
Brümann, Vanessa Kelly, Phil Lee, Paul 
Robison and James Woodburn (and 
one vacancy)

Contacting the Campaign

Cambridge Cycling Campaign
PO Box 204
Cambridge CB4 3FN

Telephone: (01223) 690718
Fax: (07092) 376664

Internet: www.camcycle.org.uk
E-mail: contact@camcycle.org.uk

This newsletter is printed on recycled 
paper by Victoire Press, Bar Hill.

Co-ordinator’s comment

Gilbert Road: public interest 
wins out over privilege
At long last, the decades-long saga of 
Gilbert Road is over. Councillors, after 
much deliberation, have decided that the 
needs of thousands of road users override 
the privilege for 20-30 residents of having 
a third parking space outside their house.

The County Council Cabinet Meeting on 
15 June was again well-attended, with 
audience mutterings at every point, as 
if to make clear that the Councillors’ 
decisions were being carefully scrutinised 
(and sometimes disagreed with) by the 
residents.

James Woodburn from the Campaign  
read out our speech. At one point, when 
emphasising that the scheme would 
increase levels of legal and responsible 
cycling, a hushed chorus of some of the 
residents expressed cynicism, as if to say 
‘but cyclists just break the law’. By contrast, 
at another point in the meeting, when a 
statement was read out that the average 
speed of drivers was above the speed limit, 
i.e. the majority of motorists break the  

law in a dangerous manner, there was no 
such negative reaction.

Why is it that cyclists breaking the law is 
considered a problem, but that motorists 
speeding is not?

The Gilbert Road Subgroup has worked 
hard on this issue, and the support of 
many others, including the local schools, 
was instrumental in getting the County 
Councillors to see that the correct solution 
was the addition of yellow lines to stop 
motorists parking in the cycle lanes.

Councillors decided not to include speed 
reduction measures, despite the existing 
law-breaking, in the hope that cycle lanes 
would be enough, thanks to a last-minute 
intervention by Councillor Todd-Jones.

I predict that within a year of the cycle 
lanes being added, residents will be 
calling for speed reduction measures. By 
that point, there will be no money, and a 
colossal own-goal will have been scored.

Newmarket Road
Just before going to press, news of a plan 
to govern developer changes in Newmarket 
Road came in. The area in the vicinity of 
the East Road roundabout is arguably one 
of the worst in Cambridge for transport 
and the urban environment. It is a classic  
of 1970s urban design – with the 
underpass turning out to be a decidedly 
anti-pedestrian measure. The new plans 
propose replacing the current roundabout 
(with its traffic lights) with a standard 
signal-controlled crossing, and to free up 
space in the area for pedestrians and other 
public use. We will be scrutinising the  
plans closely once they go out to public 
consultation, but they look extremely 
positive at first glance.

Martin Lucas-Smith, Co-ordinator

I predict that within a year 
of the cycle lanes being 
added, residents will be 
calling for speed reduction 
measures. By that point, 
there will be no money, 
and a colossal own-goal 
will have been scored

After many years of campaigning, motorists are to be stopped from parking in the 
cycle lanes on Gilbert Road (see article on page 4 for more details).
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The Cycle Cambridge team at Cambridgeshire County Council has 
launched a new online service for Cambridge-area cyclists called 
Cycling Sorted, at www.cyclingsorted.org 

The site allows you to:

•    easily request and identify where you think additional cycle 
parking is needed

•    flag up obstructions on cycle routes and infrastructure.

While not everything requested can realistically be done, it’s an 
easy way to collect and prioritise the information from the people 
who know the area best – you!

The web site has been developed for the County Council by our 
very own CycleStreets mapping team. Photos that have already 
been added to the CycleStreets Photomap will have been picked 
up, so there’s no need to re-enter those.

So if you have a suggestion for where cycle parking could be 
added, or would like obstructions removed, go and help get 
Cycling Sorted, at www.cyclingsorted.org to let the County know!

Let’s get Cycling Sorted!

CycleStreets journey 
planner goes mobile!

No, not a new Beatles album, but a wonderful event organised 
by Cycle Cambridge as part of this year’s Bike Week.

Allan Brigham, who works as a street sweeper for the City 
Council, is better known as an extremely knowledgeable local 
historian and Blue Badge Guide. He led two groups of cyclists on 
tours around Cambridge by bike, pointing out local history in a 
wider area than is normally covered on his walking tours (which 
are highly recommended, incidentally).

Here are some pictures from the event – with thanks to Allan  
and Cycle Cambridge.

Allan Brigham’s  
Bicycle History Tour

CycleStreets is the online cycle journey planner system which 
originated as an initiative of the Campaign. And we’re pleased 
to announce that an iPhone version of the system should be 
available by the time you read this! Other mobile platforms will 
hopefully follow as funding is found or volunteers come forward.

CycleStreets Mobile enables you to plan a cycle journey wherever 
you are in Cambridge (or indeed, the rest of the UK). The app 
will automatically locate where you are. Selecting a destination 
will then show you the route there.

The photomap is also available – so you can take a picture of  
an infrastructure problem (e.g. a pothole) on-street, and add it  
to the CycleStreets Photomap directly!

This first release of a mobile version of 
CycleStreets has been made possible by 
generous grants from the Rees Jeffreys Road 
Fund and from Cycle Cambridge.

Martin Lucas-Smith, CycleStreets

Download the new CycleStreets iPhone app and use it to  
plan your journeys and upload photos. Find out more at  
www.cyclestreets.net/blog
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Gilbert Road

Every vehicle stationary in a cycle lane 
forces cyclists into the main carriageway, 
exposing them to the very real danger of 
a collision. This also causes cars to slow, 
frustrating their drivers. While there is less 
traffic off-peak, the manoeuvre becomes 
even more dangerous because cars 
travel at higher speeds. Conflict should 
be designed out of the road layout, not 
built into it. Such environments put many 
people off cycling and displace others, 
especially younger cyclists, onto the 
footway, where cycling is in conflict with 
the law and they are at danger from cars 
reversing out of driveways. 

15 years of campaigning  
for proper cycle lanes on  
Gilbert Road
This situation is particularly bad on  
Gilbert Road, a wide road, three-quarters 
of a mile long, with a Traffic Regulation 
Order that defined an advisory cycle lane 
where parking is also permitted. Gilbert 
Road sees about 1000 cycle journeys 
per day with potential for many more. 
Campaigners’ and the Council’s efforts 
to make this road more cycle-friendly had 
stumbled for decades over opposition 
from some Gilbert Road residents, who 
wished to extend their generous off-street 
parking into the cycle lane. Cycling 
England (an independent body funded 
by the Department for Transport) offered 

Cambridgeshire a major contribution to the 
funds necessary to improve this road for 
cyclists and pedestrians. It could provide a 
welcome improvement for commuters and 
1800 children at schools along the road.

Gilbert Road is also an important link, as 
cyclists, unlike motorists, can continue their 
journeys straight on westwards through 
Oxford Road to the Observatory and the 
University’s West Cambridge Campus and 
south-east towards the Grafton Centre, 
Anglia Ruskin University and other popular 
destinations. For residents of Cottenham, 
Histon and Impington this road is part of 
the Northern Fringe cycling development 
and a popular route as they cycle into 
Cambridge. Making this link more cycle-

friendly will persuade more people to cycle 
who currently don’t feel safe to do so.

Wider cycle lane, redmac,  
no parking 
The scheme largely funded by Cycling 
England proposed a 1.7 m-wide advisory, 
redmac, cycle lane with parking restrictions 
indicated by double yellow lines. Loading 
restrictions will apply during the day, 
covering a period after 3 pm to avoid 
conflict during the time school children 
cycle home. While mandatory cycle lanes 
(MCLs) are the better option in theory, they 
could only have been 1.5 m wide. Also, 
MCLs can only be enforced by police, who 
do not retain personnel for this task, while 
an advisory lane with ‘double yellows’  
can be enforced by LAPE (Local Area 
Parking Enforcement). 

‘Measured speeds’ are 34 miles/hr 
Current average ‘measured speeds’ on 
Gilbert Road are 34 miles/hr. Therefore,  
in addition to the removal of parking, 13 
modern speed cushions with a physical 
separation from the cycle lane plus three 
raised tables at junctions were part of the 
package, in order to manage speed. The 
proposed traffic-calming is not to be confused 
with the old-fashioned type of road bumps. 
Instead, it is the type recently used on 
Cromwell Road, which causes no damage 
or discomfort to people driving sensibly.  

Cycle lanes worth the name are coming to Gilbert Road

The new, wider advisory cycle lanes will bring an end to selfish car parking and make the road more cycle-friendly.

Environments where 
there is conflict between 
cyclists and cars put many 
people off cycling and 
displace others, especially 
younger cyclists, onto the 
footway, where cycling is 
in conflict with the law
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Public consultation showed 
majority support for the  
Gilbert Road scheme 
The Gilbert Road scheme underwent a 
thorough public consultation process. Of the 
total of 566 people who responded to the 
Council’s consultation, 55% were in favour 
of the speed reduction measures. During 
the first half of the year it also received 
considerable attention in the press.  

At Cambridgeshire Cabinet in February, 
Dr James Woodburn spoke for the 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign in favour 
of the Cycling England funded scheme, 
while Dr Henry Tribe spoke for a group of 
Gilbert Road residents petitioning to keep 
the parking and to leave the road as is. It 
looked as if the majority of the members 
of the Cambridgeshire Cabinet, none of 
them residing in the City of Cambridge, 
favoured parking over the safety of cyclists, 
and the Cabinet decided to postpone the 

decision for further consultation. Back in 
February 2010 it also seemed that most of 
them were not familiar with Gilbert Road. 
The Council’s position at that time is best 
expressed in a statement by its deputy 
leader, Cllr Mac McGuire: ‘It is right and 
proper that we should encourage cycling, 
but we should not do this at any cost.’ 
As the scheme will largely be funded by 
Cycling England and not the Council, 
it has to be asked if ‘cost’ refers to the 
‘inconvenience’ caused to motorists who 
would no longer be allowed to park in the 
cycle lane. 

Get Councillors to experience 
their cycling infrastructure
Much of Cambridge’s cycling infrastructure 
is well below standards found in cities 
where many (probably most) decision-
making Councillors cycle regularly, like 
Groningen, Assen, Bremen, Münster, 
Oldenburg, Århus and Copenhagen.  
The Campaign’s Gilbert Road subgroup 
decided to hold a ‘fact-finding bike ride’ 
for Councillors at the time when children 
travel to school. Invitations were sent out 
(in print as well as by email) with photos

The route of the fact-finding cycle ride for Councillors along Gilbert Road (with local schools marked).

A road in Assen in the Netherlands of similar width to Gilbert Road.

55% of people who  
responded to the  
Council’s consultation 
were in favour of speed 
reduction measures

Base map from OpenStreetMap licensed CC by SA
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Gilbert Road

illustrating the situation on Gilbert Road. 
This helped to start some discussions with 
Councillors, including the Leader of the 
County Council. The Campaign is grateful 
to the officers, Councillors and stakeholders 
who attended the ‘fact-finding ride’ on 
Gilbert Road, among them a number of 
City and County Councillors from the 
Conservative, Green, Labour and Liberal-
Democrat parties (alphabetical order!). 
Unlike the County’s Cabinet Members,  
the MP for Cambridge, Dr Julian Huppert, 
took time in the early morning to join the 
ride before taking a train to London to 
attend the opening of Parliament. The 
Cambridge News sent a photographer and 
BBC East and ITV both sent reporters who 
interviewed and filmed extensively. While 
Members of Cabinet cited other pre-9 am 
commitments, we think that the ride and 
publicity surrounding it (radio interviews, 
Cambridge News coverage and several 
clips on BBC East and ITV), and the local 

secondary school following up their 
support for the scheme with letters to 
Councillors and many other activities, have 
helped to change the opinions of some 
Councillors to something that could be 
described as: ‘It is right and proper that we 
want to please residents, but we should 
not do this at a risk to cycling commuters 
and school children.’

PDG recommending the scheme, 
a Labour Councillor petitioning 
against it 
In a private meeting on 19 May 2010, a 
county council Policy Development Group 
(PDG) recommended the approval of 
the proposed scheme for Gilbert Road. 
However, Cabinet did not fully follow 
this recommendation. A last-minute 
petition tabled by City Cllr Todd-Jones 
(Labour, Arbury) and supported by some 
Labour politicians who live on Gilbert 
Road expressed the fear that the traffic-
calming measures proposed would displace 
traffic onto side roads. It received about 
270 signatures from residents of side roads 
in Arbury and Chesterton. This gave Cllr 
Todd-Jones speaking rights at the Cabinet 
meeting on 15 June 2010, where he asked 
for a further delay to draw up alternative 
plans without physical speed reduction. 
Those promoting the petition were aware 
that further delays seriously risked the 
funding for the Gilbert Road improvements 
and thereby any cycle lanes worthy of the 

name. To balance the new opposition, 
James Woodburn was invited to speak 
again on behalf of the Campaign. In this 
public meeting on 15 June 2010 Cabinet 
finally decided to alter the plans drawn up 
by officers and remove the traffic-calming 
element from the scheme, but maintaining 
the red-tarmac, 1.7m-wide cycle lane and 
parking restrictions. 

Cars won’t be allowed to park in 
the Gilbert Road cycle lanes  
The decision by Cabinet allows all groups 
to claim some sort of victory, except for 
the potential victims of speeding. While we 
all welcome a reduction in ‘road furniture’ 
and obstacles, many in the Campaign fear 
that speeds on Gilbert Road will go up; 
by then the Cycling England funds (which 
expire in 2011) may have vanished. 

If motorists obeyed the law 
speed bumps wouldn’t exist 
Members of Cambridgeshire Cabinet seem 
optimistic that a visual narrowing of the 
carriageway on Gilbert Road will suffice to 
reduce speeding. For the sake of the residents 
and for the safety of cyclists and the many 
school children in the area we hope their 
optimism is justified. We are very much looking 
forward to the widened, red cycle lane and 
parking restrictions on Gilbert Road, expected 
to be implemented by the end of 2010.

Klaas Brümann

The group who attended the ‘fact-finding 
ride’ included the MP for Cambridge, Mr 
Huppert, who took his seat in Parliament 
for the first time later the same day.

The fact-finding ride attracted plenty of media coverage. Here the BBC and ITV appear ‘in tandem’ with Klaas on Gilbert Road  
(BBC Look East camera on the rack, ITV reporter with camera on the rear seat).
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At the Monthly Meeting on 6 July there was much concern 
about the access for the new island platform to be constructed 
at Cambridge station. This led to a visit by a group of Campaign 
members to Audley End station where they tried out the new lifts 
and stairs.

The lift
The internal dimensions of the lift are 1.6 m x 1.6 m with a 12 cm 
recess by the doors. This means it is possible to fit two bikes plus 
luggage and riders inside comfortably, or one bike and rider plus 
one wheelchair and wheelchair-pusher. Three bikes plus luggage 
plus riders was a very tight squeeze and in practice would be 
slower. Of course, capacity for bikes does depend upon whether 
there is someone in a wheelchair or lots of people with luggage 
wanting to use the lift.

Members timed the lift, finding it took 66 seconds to open, go 
up, come back down and open again. So that means that it can 
transport roughly 2 bikes per minute.

One lift of these dimensions is proposed as part of the access to 
the new island platforms at Cambridge. 

The stairs
The stairs at Audley End are 2.59 m wide at floor level but 
handrails on either side reduce the width to 2.39 m. The steps 
are 297 mm deep (from front to back) and 172 mm high. That’s 
a pitch of 58%, too steep for most people to wheel a laden bike 
up or down and there are no channels or gutters to make the 
task easier. There are three flights of 11 or 12 steps separated by 
landings about 1.6 m deep with an additional landing at the top, 
between the top step and the bridge corridor.

The one set of stairs proposed for Cambridge would be only 
slightly wider – we were told 3.3 m, but handrails and guttering, 
which is being seriously considered, reduce the effective width.

Our assessment
It will be possible to fit two bicycles at a time into the lift proposed 
for Cambridge – provided that space has not already been taken 
up by people (with or without luggage) or anyone in a wheelchair. 

The stairs will be of a reasonable width but need gutters to make 
it easier to wheel a bicycle up or down them. 

Given the large numbers of cyclists and people with wheeled 
luggage who use Cambridge station there is clearly still potential 
for congestion, especially when the lift is not in operation or out 
of order. The one at Audley End is meant to operate round the 
clock but a wheelchair user at the station told us that they are 
turned off at 7 pm. We are concerned that at peak times there will 
be severe inconvenience, congestion and some danger because 
many people, including children and the elderly, will be struggling 
to carry luggage or to push bicycles up the guttering. Better access 
resulting from larger lifts and wider staircases would benefit not 
just cyclists but all station users. 

Monica Frisch

Station lifts

The additional 12 cm recess by the lift doors at Audley End 
Station means that bikes can actually just fit in the lift by 
turning their front wheel slightly.

When the lifts are out of action you have to carry your bike up and 
down the stairs. There are no channels or gutters, and this photo 
shows how steep the steps are and what a struggle it can be.
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Bike Fair 2010

This took place during the Town and Country Fair on Parker’s Piece 
on 12 and 13 June. Gorgeous weather, not too hot and not windy, 
made it a relaxed and enjoyable event. The Town and Country 
Fair itself was a collection of stalls, an excellent Punch & Judy 
show, a steam traction engine, loads of farm animals and a variety 
of unusual inflatable contraptions (some priced at £5 for four 
minutes) that provided distractions for kids.

Occasion
The bike fair spread itself along the arm of Parker’s Piece from 
Reality Checkpoint towards Parkside Community College. The 
campaign’s stall was just a small part of the festivities. There was a 
display by locally-based bicycle designers ‘Airnimal’ exhibiting their 
range of smaller-wheeled bicycles and tandems. Next door, the 
bike delivery and cycle training company, Outspoken, was hard at 
work repairing and servicing bikes. On the Saturday, a bike disco 
provided by Magnificent Revolution from Hackney provided the 
sounds. Their offering was delightfully simple – the bikes powered 
the hi-fi, stop pedalling and the music stopped. Five bikes were 
hooked up, and so by jumping on a bike and pedalling you could 
join the band. Kids loved it and pedalled away for hours, providing 
a real sense of occasion.

Smooth
Blendavenda provided another simple novelty – a liquidiser 
attached to a bike with a direct mechanical drive. Simple, and it 
produced a steady supply of smoothies throughout the day.

Cycle Cambridge had a large and attractive stall and were kept 
busy giving away loads of cycling- related information – maps, 
guides - and signing up people for cycle training.

A Stagecoach bus was also present during the day and provided 
an opportunity for cyclists to climb aboard and sit in the driver’s 
seat to get an idea of what bus drivers can see (see next page).

Finally there was a cycle try-out show, which provided much more 
durable entertainment. Small bikes, big bikes, a small penny-
farthing, box bikes, tandems, bikes equipped for carrying two 
children, and a few recumbent bikes busily rolled around the 
paddock all day long. A great opportunity to ‘have a go’.

Agree
A feisty 80-year-old pedestrian came to the Campaign’s stall and 
told us that cyclists were dangerous, pass her very closely on the 
pavement and that they could easily kill her if they knocked her 
over. I told her that I agreed with her and that the Campaign 
very much supported her views and that pavements were for 
pedestrians. I said that campaigning work, such as we’ve been 
doing on Gilbert Road, was exactly the sort of thing that would 
help her. It was very pleasing to see she was comforted by that.

Congratulations to Cycle Cambridge for organising this hugely 
popular, relaxed and enjoyable event.

Simon Nuttall

Bike Fair 2010

Bicycle powered scalextric track.

Bev blends a smoothie.

Cycle Cambridge stall in full swing at the bike fair. Cambridge Cycling Campaign’s stall.
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Bike Fair 2010

Can bus drivers  
see cyclists?
There was an unusual attraction at the Bike Fair: a bus! Steve, who 
deals with training for Stagecoach Cambridge, brought one along 
to let people see what a bus driver sees.

These images will surprise many cyclists.

In the first image, Steve is standing in a typical position for a cyclist 
next to a bus. The next image shows what the bus driver sees – 
the cyclist is not visible to the driver at all.

We then asked Steve to move backwards. In these next two 
images, the cyclist is therefore positioned further back from the 
coach. Only now is the cyclist just becoming visible to the driver.

We’d like to thank Steve and Stagecoach very much for helping 
with these bringing along a bus and helping with these pictures!

What is the solution here? Better mirror design, or cyclist 
education? Let us know your thoughts.

Martin Lucas-Smith

1a 1b

2a 2b
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Summer cycling

Summer cycling

Summer cycling 
checklist
✓  Bike

✓  Binoculars

✓   Drink (water or juice or a cold beer, 
or a thermos of something hot)

✓   Field guides (depending upon 
your interests)

✓   Food (anything from a bar of 
chocolate to a full fancy picnic, 
according to taste)

✓   Maps 

✓   Pump and puncture repair kit 
(just in case)

✓   Sunhat and sunscreen (if appropriate)

✓   Waterproofs (to keep rain away)

Summer holidays, longer evenings and – possibly – better  
weather mean that now is a good time to try out some new 
routes, or longer routes, or introduce family and friends to the 
pleasures of cycling.  While commuting by bike can be frustrating 
as one faces the challenges of traffic, time constraints and lack of 
consideration from other road users, leisure cycling is a different 
matter. One can choose one’s route and take one’s time. There 
are plenty of interesting places to visit, lots of nearby villages (with 
pubs and tea rooms) to explore, and if one gets tired one can stop 
and have a rest.

Local Nature Reserves Cycle Trail
One idea is to explore the local nature reserves in Cambridge. 
There are nine around the city, from Bramblefields and Logan’s 
Meadow in Chesterton to Nine Wells (the source of Hobson’s 
Conduit) to the south. They include the new Wildlife Trust 
nature reserve at East Pit – a large disused chalk pit with 
areas of chalk grassland, rare plants and specialist 
insects. Cambridge City Council has produced a  
handy leaflet showing all nine and indicating the  
routes between them, which can be downloaded at  
www.cambridge.gov.uk where you will also find  
further information about the reserves. 

Wildlife Trust nature reserves
Many of the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire and 
Peterborough Wildlife Trust reserves are not within easy cycling 
range because, as the name suggests, the Trust covers several 
counties. But others are within comfortable cycling range, such as 
the nature reserve at Fulbourn, or can be reached by combining 
cycling with taking the train, such as Shepreth L-Moor. See their 
website: www.wildlifebcnp.org for details of all their reserves  
and activities.

Monica Frisch
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Ride for Joy 2

The second Fashion Cycle Ride took place on Sunday 20 June, at the end of Bike Week, as part of a push to encourage more women 
and girls to make cycling their usual method of transport. The ride aimed to normalise the image of cycling by showing that you can get 
around on a bike in normal clothes. Participants cycled on a route around the city centre and finished with a picnic on Parker’s Piece.
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Bikes at Glastonbury
Both Tim Burford and I went to the Glastonbury Festival, 
unbeknownst to each other. On returning, we both posted to the 
CycleStreets photomap some pictures of the many bicycle-related 
things there.

For those that don’t know, the festival is not just a music festival 
– a third of the site is a massive green-related area, and there are 
many stages covering things like cabaret, theatre and so on that 
are rarely featured on television, plus a massive kids area and all 
kinds of unexpected happenings and entertainment.

So, by way of a change from our usual ‘on vacation’ features, here 
is a small selection of bikes at Glastonbury, from myself and Tim!

Martin Lucas-Smith

I suppose it’s a bit much to expect Sheffield Stands on what is 
normally a farm!

Pedal for your smoothies – Blendavenda (who were also at the 
Bike Fair in Cambridge a few weeks earlier – see page 8)

Unusual cyclists posing on unusual bikes!

Bicycles powering the sound system on one of the smaller  
tent stages.
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A trishaw being manically driven through the crowds!The Glastonbury ‘Green Police’.

Police using the most efficient form of transport available  
(two of only four police I saw throughout the whole event).

Bike amongst the flags.

The Rinky-Dink, a four-person bicycle with a pedal-powered 
sound system.

The Electric Transport Shop was there, in the Green Fields area.
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My way

My way: country vs city
A comparison of two very different cycle commutes

In September 2009, after nearly five 
years of cycling out to work in the village 
of Swaffham Bulbeck from my home in 
Chesterton, I started a new job in the south 
of the city. Delighted to have nearly halved 
my daily commute, I waved goodbye 
to Fenland winds, unlit nights, rampant 
summer vegetation and depressing road 
kill, expecting a new routine of easy year-
round urban cycling which would whisk 
me to work in no time. Nine months on 
(perhaps, unsurprisingly!) the reality is not 
so simple: there are many things I miss 
about my old ride and many frustrations 
with the new one; here I look at some of 
the difference between the two.

Route 51 revisited
The number one thing I miss about country 
cycling is the speed. My old commute was 
exactly eight miles, a distance I usually 
covered in 35-40 minutes, or less than half 
an hour on particularly enthusiastic days. 
The first section was the most congested, 
although the traffic was hardly heavy in city 
terms; aside from queues of cars on Ditton 
Lane and Church Road in Stow-cum-Quy, 
the most likely hold-up was a herd of cows 
on the path on Stourbridge Common. 

Of the two routes I used to travel out 
to Quy, the first follows National Cycle 
Route 51, which leaves Cambridge by 
way of the Jubilee Cycleway, opened in 
2002. From the Green Dragon bridge, the 
Cycleway runs alongside the river to the 
railway bridge, then cuts across the open 
meadow to Howard Road and a small 
path to Ditton Lane. After crossing at the 
pedestrian crossing, the route continues a 
short distance along Fison Road and left 
up Tiptree Close, where a path by a field 
behind Marshall’s car showrooms leads  
out to the Newmarket Road Park & Ride. 
From here, it’s an easy ride out to the 
Quy tunnel under the A14, passing a few 
houses on the way.

A few areas were potential accident zones: 
the wooden riverside boardwalk under the 
railway bridge is quite narrow with poor 
visibility, and the end of the path between 
Stourbridge Common and Ditton Lane  
has a blind corner at each end, both made 
worse in early summer by fast-growing 
vegetation. Much of the Cycleway requires 
careful consideration of pedestrians, with 
the Common and path behind Marshall’s 
particular favourites with dog walkers. 
Traversing the Park & Ride site could also 
be hazardous; cyclists passing the front 
section of the car park must give way 
to both cars driving in and pedestrians 
walking to the bus stop. In addition to this, 
on exiting the P&R site and heading left to 
the Quy path, a blind corner sandwiched 
between large bushes and metal safety 
barriers is perfectly set up for a head-on 
collision and I frequently found myself 
almost handlebar to handlebar with an 
oncoming cyclist as we both squealed  

to a sudden stop.

The existence of these hazards led me 
to explore an alternative route to Quy: 
a short-cut through Fen Ditton accessed 
by taking the left fork after leaving 
Stourbridge Common and turning right 
at the end, bringing me higher up Ditton 
Lane. It was often slow to cross here, 
especially in school term-time, but after 
that, it was a nice fast ride out along High 
Ditch Road, crossing the old railway bridge 
and passing between verdant bramble 
bushes – great for picking blackberries on 
the way home in late summer. 

The highs and lows of rural rides
Aside from the different types of free food 
on bushes, there were also various points on 
my ride where I could buy fresh strawberries, 
homegrown flowers and vegetables. This 
sums up another thing I miss – seeing (and 
tasting!) the changing of the seasons as 
reflected in the landscape – cow parsley, 
hawthorn or poppies in the verges and the 

ploughing, growing and harvesting of 

The joys: cycling alongside a wheat field  
in midsummer.

Traffic was hardly heavy 
in city terms – the most 
likely hold-up was a herd 
of cows on the path

CHESTERTON

HIGH DITCH ROAD

FEN DITTON

STOW-CUM-QUY
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the cornfields. Seasonal variation wasn’t 
always a good thing though – the onset of 
‘roadkill season’ was never pleasant and 
cycling through clouds of combine harvester 
dust was best done as quickly as possible.

At the end of High Ditch Road, it’s a short 
ride to the Quy tunnel and up the other 
side to Church Road. At dusk, the area 
before the tunnel is overrun with wild 
rabbits; most would dive for their holes 
at the sound of my oncoming bicycle, 
but a few always panicked and changed 
direction mid-path so I’d drop my speed to 
avoid a nasty accident with a baby bunny. 
Coming out of the tunnel, I’d also drop my 
speed, but this time to avoid an accident 
with an oncoming car. Motorists wouldn’t 
always be expecting cyclists to emerge 
onto this access road to the Quy Mill hotel 
and the road itself was narrow in places 
with an uneven surface.

At the top of the hill I’d come to my 
number-one bugbear: the slow-changing 
Pelican crossing over Church Road.  

It was difficult to work out whether the 
crossing was timer or sensor-controlled, 
but it certainly seemed to be heavily biased 
towards road-users. Frequently, by the time 
the lights had changed, waiting cyclists 
like me had already judged it safe to cross 
and were half a mile up the opposite 
cycle path, with no cars to be seen on the 
road. The long wait was frustrating, as the 
next section was the fastest of the route: 
a great, but underused, off-road path 
alongside the A1303 and, barring the 
crossing of Albert Road, a few driveways 
and occasional overgrown vegetation, 
usually completely free of hazards.

At the end of this long flat stretch  
(often enjoyable for the speed,  
but totally dispiriting when the 
wind was against me), I 
turned left into Bell Road 
and up the shared-
use path into 
Bottisham. 

And the frustrations: potential accident zones at the exit from the Park & Ride site, 
the riverside boardwalk and the end of the Quy tunnel under the A14.

Best of country

•  Long, quiet sections – great for speed

•  The changing seasonal countryside

•   Wildlife - rabbits, ponies,  
pheasants, stoats and mice 

•  Friendly cyclists

•  Fruit picking

Worst of country

•  Windy days

•  Dark nights

•   Fast country roads with drivers  
who may be unused to cyclists

•  Roadkill

•   Overgrown vegetation blocking  
cycle paths

A1303
STOW-CUM-QUY

BOTTISHAM

SWAFFHAM  
BULBECK

Base map from OpenStreetMap licensed CC by SA
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If I had been racing the 10A bus since 
crossing in front of it on Church Road, this 
is where I’d hope to meet it again, waving 
to my colleague through the window as 
I sped off down Tunbridge Lane in a last-
ditch effort to beat him to the door of our 
office. This part of the route is marked by 
Sustrans as an on-road section, but the 
adjoining pavement is also shared-use 
with a short footbridge where cyclists are 
asked to dismount (a couple of years ago, 
a disgruntled cyclist had added the graffito 
‘motorists get out and push’, but this has, 
sadly, since been removed). In reality, if 
using this path, it’s usually necessary to 
switch to the road at some point anyway 
in order to give way to pedestrians, as it’s 
fairly narrow all the way along, and often 
overgrown in summer.

Once into Swaffham Bulbeck, I’d cycle 
along the High Street, past the school 
and church, then left onto Station Road 
and left again into Downing Park and 
the converted barn where I worked. Only 
a handful of employees in this group of 
converted barns rode to work, but it did 
seem to be growing, even if some of them 
just lived in the village. A few Bottisham 
College students cycled out this way from 
Cambridge too, and a set of regulars 
commuted into the city from the villages, 
usually very friendly as the small number 
of cyclists using the route made it easy to 
recognise faces.

City cycling
Waving at fellow cyclists is of course 
completely impractical in a city like 
Cambridge, where around 25% of 
residents cycle to work, although I do 
occasionally recognise a few people who 
share sections of my new journey. I no 
longer enjoy the beauty of Stourbridge 
Common, but instead head straight for the 
Riverside cycle bridge by way of Chesterton 
High Street, Church Street and St Andrew’s 
Road. Turning left to cycle up River Lane, 
I cross Newmarket Road to Coldham’s 
Lane, then wait in the traffic to turn right 
into New Street. It’s rare for oncoming 
motorists to stop and let me through here, 
but then even rarer for those turning left 
from Newmarket Road with me not to 
try and overtake even though I am clearly 
signalling to move to the middle of the 
road and positioning myself assertively 
away from the kerb.

New Street always requires patience and 
careful judgement as the road is narrowed 
by its two long margins of parked cars and 
oncoming motorists are usually reluctant 
to slow down. The following two mini-
roundabouts are better though; I go 
straight on at the first one and left at the 
second, and most of those entering the 
roundabout to the left of me considerately 
give way as expected. Now on Sturton 
Street, one of the quieter bits of the route, 
I enjoy seeing families with young children 
cycling to school, but find some sections 
are definitely due for resurfacing. 

Cutting through to Kingston Street at the 
end of the road, I used to continue straight 
on and try to cross into Devonshire Road, 
but finding this often a frustrating process, 
have recently switched to the Hooper 
Street/Gwydir Street/St Barnabas Road 
alternative. The traffic lights here make 

the crossing a lot more civilised and less 
of a battle between cyclists, motorists and 
pedestrians all trying to head in different 
directions. St Barnabas Road is also a 
traffic-free haven compared to Devonshire 
Road, perhaps the reason why it’s another 
route popular with cycling families.

At the end of Tenison Road, I turn left into 
Station Road and am endlessly irritated at 
this point by the many left-turning taxis 
who hug the kerb 5 or 10 cars back in the 
queue, blocking cyclists from reaching the 
junction until each car has pulled out first. 
A quick right turn from Station Road takes 
me down Warren Close, a pleasant cut- 
through before the hurly-burly of Hills Road 
and its railway bridge. I avoided this route 
when I first started my new job because of 
concerns about the traffic and number of 
buses, but I prefer it now as it’s mostly a 
fast downhill and I’m used to the vagaries 
of the different, jostling road-users, although 
I still think each is much less respectful of 
the others than they ought to be. When the 
lights turn green at the bottom of the bridge 
it sometimes feels like the start of the Tour de 
France, with each member of the peloton 
reluctant to concede their advantage and 
the support vehicles also joining in the 
scramble. I await to see if things improve 
when the new cycle-friendly improvements 
are complete (see page 23).

Claiming my place on the road
There are a few things that irritate me 
about Hills Road: cars sticking too far  
out of side streets into the cycle lane is  
one legitimate complaint and slower 
cyclists in front of me are something I just 
have to learn to be patient with (although 
in an ideal world double-width cycle  
paths would be heaven!). However, the 
Addenbrooke’s roundabout at the end is 

My way

Best for speed: the cycle paths by the A1303 and along Hills Road.    

The new journey of just 
over 4 miles normally 
takes 20-25 minutes,  
because of heavy traffic 

A lack of space on New Street.
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much worse, living up to its nasty reputation with a high incidence 
of inconsiderate driver behaviour ranging from waiting in (or even 
ahead of) the red advance stop lines for cyclists to (my worst 
experience yet) a white van cutting across the roundabout by driving 
round it the wrong way. It’s always important to be aware of hazards, 
but a white van suddenly turning right onto the roundabout is 
certainly not one that can be predicted. Occasionally too, I have 
been shouted at to ‘get off the roundabout and use the cycle lane’ 
which is particularly annoying as there are actually several sections 
of cycle lane clearly painted on the roundabout itself.

Having safely navigated the roundabout, I continue straight on 
and turn right into Red Cross Lane, my final destination. Usually,  
if the traffic behind me is not too heavy, I wait in the middle of the 
road to turn, a practice which has been referred to as ‘brave’ by 
some of my colleagues who prefer to use the pedestrian crossing 
up here. Generally though, it’s just quicker and, as you’ll know 
by now, I like a fast journey (added to which, I am often running 
late!). This new journey of just over 4 miles normally takes 20-25 
minutes, much more than half my old journey time (for a distance 
around twice as long), but then the frequent direction changes, 
heavy traffic and number of traffic lights (12 on this route) tend 
to have that effect. I did get to work in under 19 minutes on one 
occasion, but that was a Bank Holiday with joyfully quiet roads.

Routes home
For speed again, and variety, I use a different route home, turning 
right from the Addenbrooke’s roundabout and using the cycle 
lanes on Fendon, Mowbray and Perne Roads. In the mornings the 
pedestrian crossings are in frequent use, creating a very stop-start 
journey, but on the way home the stops are fewer and I prefer it 
to the Hills Road alternative. Most days, I turn left up Radegund 
Road and on to cross the Carter Bridge, bringing me back to 
Devonshire Road and Kingston Street, but sometimes I carry on 
to Sainsbury’s and cycle up Coldham’s Lane instead. The latter is 
definitely slightly quicker, but I find getting onto the railway bridge 
cycle lane quite awkward and woe betide any cyclist who dares to 
use the road (expect more shouting and beeping of horns).

This though, is the great advantage of urban cycling: when 
travelling such a distance there are multiple variations of route 
available, easily adjusted to a cyclist’s personal preference. Plus,  
I now cycle every day, all year round, something I didn’t do in the 
country because of the intimidating nature of the (mostly unlit) 
route on a winter’s night and the fact that sometimes, especially 
on windy days, eight miles felt less of a pleasure than a chore. 
So even though I do miss the speed, the friendly people and the 
beautiful countryside, I’m pretty happy with the way things are 
now. After all, I’m cycling more, saving money (on winter bus 
fares) and have a steady year-round level of fitness too. 

Anna Williams

Best of city

•   Multiple routes to  
choose from

•  Well lit at all times of day

•  Better cycle infrastructure

•   Shorter commute  
(for me anyway)

•  Wide variety of cyclists

Worst of city

•   Inconsiderate road-users

•   Stop-start cycling

•   Heavy traffic

•   Large lorries and buses

•   Narrow streets with  
too many parked cars

Base map from OpenStreetMap licensed CC by SA
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Cycling in Australia

Cycling Ballarat style
Before I settled my bike into its new home (the shed) for six 
months’ hibernation while I disappeared to the other side of the 
world, I checked out the cycling situation in my new, temporary 
home of Ballarat, in Australia’s state of Victoria. Typing ‘Ballarat 
cycling’ into Google soon brought up BalBug, the hub of Ballarat’s 
cycling info. The site teems with info about recreational and 
commuting cycling. Perfect, I thought.

Fast forward a few months and I no longer think ‘perfect’. In 
fact, I laugh at how naive I was in believing the fairy-tale website. 
Ballarat isn’t cycling friendly. Even buying a bike was a chore.

Coming from Cambridge, I assumed that picking up a second-
hand commuting bike would be easy. Far from it. There are many 
cycle shops and cycling clubs in Ballarat, but… and it’s a big but, 
there is no trade in second-hand bikes and the clubs are all about 
road racing. I finally found the glorious Bicycle Recycle on the 
outskirts of Melbourne, thanks to a friend’s recommendation. 
Sounds mad to drive two hours each way to buy a second-hand 
bike, but there really wasn’t much option. And it was worth it, 
because at least then I was mobile.

If you’re wondering why I didn’t buy new, the answer is price 
mainly. Bikes are very expensive here. Plus, as there’s no second-
hand trade to speak of, selling it on after the six months would be 
quite difficult. 

I knew that cycling here would involve hills, so they were no 
surprise. Not sure my legs felt that way at first though! Cycling up 
and down three hills to get from home to the main road is a bit 
much first thing in the morning for a Cambridge lass! My second 
surprise – after the buying palaver – was the lack of cycle paths/
tracks and shared-use paths. 

Living in Mount Helen, 10 km outside Ballarat, commuting should 
be easy. There are several cycle routes marked on the Balbug 
commuting map. The first route, let’s call it A, is mainly on a 
shared-use path, then drops onto the road, where there are only 
occasional stretches of cycle track. It’s an OK ride, but by UK 
standards, it’s very badly designed. The shared-use path is narrow, 
so passing is difficult (on the rare occasion that I do see another 
cyclist!) and visibility is bad at many junctions. It also involves more 
uphill and downhill than the road. Getting onto the road and 
the small stretches of track, the situation really doesn’t improve. 
Usually the track is narrow, only faintly marked and often drifts off 
into the drain.

Route B, the Canadian Creek Trail, is nearly all on a specially built 
shared-use path, following the creek. Sounds idyllic, and on a 
sunny day, it looks it. However, my first ride along it ended with 
grazed knees and a battered ego. I fell off on a winding section 
with the kind of camber you’re more likely to see in a velodrome.

It took a few days after that trip to muster up enough courage to 
try another of the map routes, C. I was encouraged when I saw 
that it had a signpost – quite a rarity, it seems. My enthusiasm 
soon dimmed though when I realised that was the only signpost 
and saw how many hills route C added to the journey. 

Typical quality and small size of cycle lanes and cycle box at traffic lights, with a more normal size one (right) ... at rush hour.

This is the sign for route D that heads into a residential area 
and I still can’t find the route. Cycle path signs here rarely tell 
you where they are headed.

What a camber! The Canadian Creek shared path.
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And I still can’t find route D. The signpost from the main road 
into the residential area tantalises me, and I’ve followed it several 
times, only to develop a thorough knowledge of the residential 
streets!

This really does make cycling in Ballarat sound all doom and 
gloom, but there is at least one saving grace. So far I’ve 
experienced no evidence of SMIDSY. Maybe it’s because 
commuting cyclists are such a rarity.

The final surprise (and straw) for me was the lack of cycle racks. 
Cycle parking might be a bone of contention in Cambridge, with 
racks often congested in town, but at least there are racks and 
parking sites. In Ballarat, they are as rare as hen’s teeth. My local 
shop sports one, with room for six bikes; the next village along, 
Buninyong, has space for three bikes outside the supermarket, 
even the public pool at the University only has six – and they are 
the old-fashioned front-wheel-only style. And don’t get me started 
on the train station. There are racks, two sets of half a dozen 
of the front-wheel squeezers again; teasingly though there is a 
locked cage. To use it, you have to join Bike Victoria, and pay for 
the privilege. When I venture onto the train to Melbourne, I take 
my bike with me rather than leave it.

And that is one of the bright spots on the cycling horizon here.  
It’s so easy. Every country train has a place for bikes; there is no 
time restriction, nor any booking rule. You just buy an ordinary 
ticket, hop on and use the Velcro straps to secure your bike, stow 
your helmet and pannier in the rack above, and flop into a seat. Ah.

And it’s worth the 75-minute train journey, because Melbourne is 
a veritable bike heaven. That’s not just in comparison to Ballarat 
and its environs either. There are coloured on-road tracks, regular 
signposting, and cyclists are everywhere – weaving their way 
between trams and sitting outside cafés with their bikes locked to 
the nearest bit of metal. Yep, you’ve guessed it, hen’s teeth again. 

Shame I don’t live and work in Melbourne really, but what the 
heck, I’ve come to love my ride into town in the mornings. It’s far 
more relaxing than Cambridge at 7.45 am. Rush hour in Ballarat is 
more like a sleepy country village on a Sunday morning in the UK. 
Coming back in the afternoons, though, I favour the cambered 
Creek route; a 30-minute back to nature bike ride to finish the 
day. I’ll miss it when I get back to Cambridge! Still, nothing here 
beats cycling along the River Cam into town in the mornings.

Recreational cycling
So far I’ve concentrated on commuting by bike, but early on I did 
mention recreational cycling. And for that Ballarat really does live 
up to BalBug’s claims.

You can pick up a leaflet of recreational routes from the tourist 
information office. And it’s packed full of rides, from 10 km 
one-way routes to huge 100 km loops. So when I fancy a day or 
afternoon out on my bike, there are plenty of routes to choose 
from – and not all of them resemble a mountain stage from the 
Tour de France either!

Road racing is also very popular here. There are lots of clubs, 
whose members all go out regularly, and every age and ability 
is welcomed. It’s not an usual sight to see a pack of red shirts 
making their way up Mount Buninyong – and the guy at the front 
is just as likely to be a grandad as a young lad.

I’ve not been tempted to join any of these groups, but I have 
joined the local Outdoor & Bushwalking Club. Although its main 
focus is walking in the bush, the promise of the word ‘outdoor’ 
is fulfilled with lots of leisurely cycling groups. So I can sometimes 
be found pedalling hard to get up a hill for the sheer pleasure of it 
early on a Saturday morning.  

Lisa Clatworthy

From left: new and tiny signs for shared pathways; another small out-of-the-way sign which I kept missing on the roundabout 
on my way home; strange sign on the path around the lake on the Canadian Creek cycleway before the surface changes from 
metre-long blocks of concrete to a kind of metal chainlink over a wooden boardwalk.

Public cycle parking at the railway station in Ballarat. There are 
two racks like this. That’s your lot. I’ve never had trouble finding 
a spot – just trouble trying to safely secure and lock my bike.
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Book reviews

Anyone who read my last review of a bike maintenance book 
will, I’m sure, realise how picky I am about them. There are many 
people who are perfectly content with any one of the offerings by 
Richard Ballentine or Rob Van de Plas.  If you are one of those, this 
book will gladden your heart and put a spring in your step. Not 
me though and perhaps you can tell what’s coming.

This book is written in a way that assumes you are familiar with 
the various parts of your bike, using what seemed to me like 
jargon and not providing a glossary for what these terms mean. 
I felt this would be off-putting for women in particular, which 
strikes me as odd given that it claims to help you mend a bike 
whatever level you’re at mechanically. From that perspective 
I found it tricky going. I have no idea what bushings are, for 
example, and at that point it hasn’t explained what they are, 
though there is a quick guide to the main bits you need to know 
about. A photo at the front also shows the tools you might need 
but doesn’t label any of them, which I found frustrating. I can 
identify some but wouldn’t expect many people to be able to 
unless they already do their own maintenance.  

The steps in a repair are shown in photo form and these aren’t 
limited to any one type of bike. However, while it doesn’t gloss 
over some of the challenges you face repairing a bike, it makes far 
too little of them in my opinion. Things do go wrong and it’s good 
to know how to face those.  

The Ultimate Guide to Bicycle Maintenance ISBN 1 907 232 36 2 
price £9.99

Bev Nicolson

The Ultimate Guide to Bicycle Maintenance  
by Guy Andrews

It’s good to see that the Institute of Advanced Motoring have given thought 
to how cyclists can improve their cycling and that they recognise that some 
drivers are not the best behaved on the road. It’s also good that they got 
John Franklin, who is a recognised figure in cycle safety, to write this book. 
Sadly, that’s where the praise has to end. 

It talks a lot about planning, noticing the road markings and being aware of 
hidden junctions, but unless you are really unfamiliar with the roads in your 
area, most of the advice will not be very useful and in some cases it comes 
over as slightly patronising. I strongly suspect that the hand of an editor has 
been at work here, because it doesn’t come across in Mr Franklin’s usual 
style. It may also be because the information is presented using photos 
rather than text, so that the amount of writing is minimised. 

This book may be helpful for someone who has only just started cycling but 
otherwise, for in-depth advice and consideration of the many situations in 
which you could find yourself, buy Cyclecraft (4th edition) by John Franklin 
(see review in Newsletter 17) which is almost the Highway Code for cyclists. 
It’s better written too. 

How to be a better cyclist ISBN 978 0 9562239 2 0 
price £9.99 

Bev Nicolson

IAM Advanced Cycling book  
‘How to be a better Cyclist’
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Cambridge comes second!
Consultants, Steer Davies Gleaves, have 
produced a list of a number of large towns 
(47) with their ’potential’ for cycling,  
and Cambridge has been beaten, not 
by that other place, Oxford, but by that 
northern town York.

So how was this done, and have we been 
stitched up, or are we lucky to hold onto 
second place?

Three factors were considered:

•   Hilliness

•   Socio-demographics

•   Trip length

Some 47 towns or areas were ‘ranked’ for 
each factor, and the results averaged, although 
trip length only carried half the weight.

Hilliness is the standard deviation of height 
over a grid, with Blackpool coming in first, 
Cambridge fifth, and High Wycombe last. 
Neither Halifax, Sheffield nor Bradford are 
on the list.

Socio-demographics looks at various 
factors such as qualifications, property 
values and occupations and weights these 
by propensity to cycle. Cambridge came 
top on that one, with Burnley/Nelson last.

Then we come to trip length. Basically this 
uses census ‘journey to work’ data and 
ranks towns by the percentage of trips 
considered ‘cycleable’ (under 8 km).

I think these data are flawed, and are really 
just a measure of commuting trips into 
London, with Cambridge, Slough, Crawley, 
and St Albans being the bottom four in the 
list. Although this rank is only given half 
the weight, I think it also needs to consider 
that many London-bound trips have cycling 
as at least one leg.

It is this low rank on trip length that pushes 
Cambridge off the top spot.

I’m not sure that averaging ranks is a  
valid method, and I suspect that the  
sums of values should be averaged,  
and then ranked.

Perhaps when I’ve half a day to spare I’ll 
drag one of my statistics books off the top 
shelf and rework the figures.

Of course, if you’ve got the skills, and  
half a day, all the data are available in the 
report, which can be downloaded from:
http://www.steerdaviesgleave.com/press/
opinion/cpi/

Jim Chisholm

Photomap this month:  
editor’s pick
#24146: Road markings through a 
London junction for Cycle Superhighway 7

This month’s pick from the CycleStreets photomap on our 
website. For more cycling-related photos of Cambridge, or to add 
your own, visit cambridge.cyclestreets.net/photomap
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Diary

Campaign Diary

Tue 3 8.00pm  Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30 pm, 
and a chance to chat, and for us to introduce ourselves to new members). This month we are delighted  
to welcome Richard and James from Cyclox, our counterparts in Oxford, who will talk about what’s  
happening there.

Thu 5 5.30pm   Newsletter 91 review meeting. Grads Café, University Centre, Mill Lane.  

Fri 13 – Sun 15  Oxford Cycling Study Tour. We will be conducting a study tour of Oxford to give Cambridge cyclists an 
opportunity to see how things are done there. See next page for more details. Please let us know as soon 
as possible if you’d like to come along. 

Mon 16 from 7pm   Social gathering. Join us for a social gathering at CB2 café, 5-7 Norfolk Street.

Sun 5   Newsletter 92 deadline. Please send copy to the Editor, Monica Frisch: mfrisch@phonecoop.coop. 
Members are warmly invited to write articles (style guidelines available) and are invited to contact the  
Editor in the first instance.

Tue 7 8.00pm  Monthly General Meeting (see 3 August for details). 
Our speaker will be Dr Ian Walker, Travel Psychologist at Bath University. 

Thu 30 7.30pm Newsletter envelope stuffing. Baby Milk Action offices, 34 Trumpington Street. Help very much welcomed.

Tue 5 8.00pm  Monthly General Meeting (see 3 August for details). 

Thu 7 5.30pm  Newsletter 92 review meeting. Grads Café, University Centre, Mill Lane.

CYCLE RIDES  The Cambridge group of the CTC organises a range of rides including Saturday morning introductory 
rides, twice a month except in the winter. These are their shortest and easiest rides and are intended to be 
suitable for everyone. They start at 10.00 am at Brookside and cover about 15-20 miles at a gentle pace, 
stopping for refreshments at a cafe along the way. Anyone able to cycle around Cambridge should be fine 
on these rides. The various types of ride are described at http://site.ctc-cambridge.org.uk/2009/07/our-
weekly-rides-programme.html. Dates are at http://rides.ctc-cambridge.org.uk/search/label/201006.

August

September

October

City and County Council committees

Campaign members may be 
interested to attend Planning 
Committee and Area Committee 
meetings, which often include  
cycling and walking issues. 

Joint Development Control 
Committee meetings, which 
are determining the Planning 
Applications relating to the major 
housing development proposals  
for the Cambridge sub-region,  
are also open to the public. 

Cambridge Cycling Campaign 
studies and comments upon 
agendas and papers for Cambridge 
Traffic Management Area Joint 
Committee meetings, and these 
meetings are also open to the public. 

Details of venue and agenda are 
available about a week beforehand at 
www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy

AUGUST 2010

Wed 4  10.00 am  Development Control Forum 

Wed 11  10.00 am   Joint Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes

Wed 18  10.00 am   Joint Development Control Committee – 
Cambridge Fringes Development Control Forum

Thur 19 7.00 pm  East Area Committee

Wed 25 9.30 am  Planning Committee

Thur 26 7.30 pm  West/Central Area Committee

SEPTEMBER 2010

Wed 1  10.00 am  Development Control Forum 

Wed 8  10.00 am   Joint Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes

Thur 9 7.00 pm  South Area Committee

Wed 15  10.00 am   Joint Development Control Committee – 
Cambridge Fringes Development Control Forum

Wed 22 9.30 am  Planning Committee

Wed 29  10.00 am  Development Control Forum 

Thur 30 6.30 pm  North Area Committee



23

Newsletter 91  •  August – September 2010Study visit / Your streets this month

Study visit to Oxford, 13-15 August 2010

This year’s study visit will be to Oxford, to see how cyclists are 
catered for in the ‘Other Place’. The weekend has been arranged 
by Cyclox, the cycling campaign for Oxford, and we’d like to thank 
them for their efforts.

Please use the booking form on our website as soon as possible, 
if you wish to come (or phone us if you do not have internet 
access). Places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis if 
numbers are too high.

Accommodation will be available for our members who book 
earliest. We will then inform you as soon as possible if we can 
allocate you to accommodation or whether you’ll need to arrange 
it yourself. The final deadline for accommodation requests, which 
should be made via the booking form above, will be 7pm on 
Sunday 8 August.

We will hire bikes in Oxford, though you are welcome to bring 
a folding bike if the coach company allows it; do check when 
making your booking.

Itinerary
We encourage people to come on the Friday evening, so we can 
meet our hosts with a welcome eat-out then.

Saturday will start with a meeting in Keble College at 11.30am 
for discussions on cycling infrastructure and policies, with, we 
hope (but not yet confirmed), some Oxfordshire County Council 
transport officer(s) and perhaps councillor(s), plus others. We’ll 
then be treated to tours of ‘The Good, the OK and the Ugly’ 
infrastructure and a trip round some of Oxford’s quiet routes. 
Lunch between the tours will take place at a riverside pub. At 
around 5 or 6 pm, we’ll return to Keble College, for a chat about 
membership involvement and maybe how to keep cycling high on 
the agenda in the era of bigtime cutbacks. What opportunities are 
there for co-operation in cycling campaigns? For the evening meal, 
we will be fed at a secret address in north Oxford!

The Sunday will feature a morning ride out of town so that 
Cambridge-dwellers can discover what a hill is! This day’s  
riding will be at a leisurely pace, covering 15-20 miles in total.  
(For an alternative Sunday ride for the really dedicated, there’s  
a 70-mile ride being offered by CTC Oxford, starting at 9 am,  
out to chocolate-box Bibury and back. To do this, you’ll need to 
catch a late evening return to Cambridge.) We will end by  
mid-afternoon in time for a return coach. Most of us will probably 
get the 16:05 coach (which gets back to Cambridge at 19:18).

Getting to Oxford and back
Most of us will be making a return journey by coach. We advise 
you to book as soon as possible! Details are on our website page 
about the visit, or contact us.

Martin Lucas-Smith

www.camcycle.org.uk/events/visits/oxford/

Road closure (with cycle parking) and cycle link from Keble Road 
to St Giles, Oxford.

YOUR STREETS THIS MONTHYOUR STREETS THIS MONTH
(continued from back page)

Devonshire Road
Removal of the scaffolding and hoardings around the new Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau reveal five new Sheffield stands, under cover near 
the entrance.  

Access to Coe Fen
It appears that the cattle grid at the entrance to Coe Fen from Fen 
Causeway, heading towards the City Centre (above), is failing to 
keep the cattle in, perhaps because there’s a gap to one side of it. 
So it has been blocked off and everyone, including cyclists and people 
with buggies or in wheelchairs, has to go through the gate. 
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Newmarket Road toucan crossing
At long last, one of  
the worst crossings in 
Cambridge for cyclists 
has been upgraded with 
a brilliant, best-practice 
new crossing.  
The crossing is now  
an accessible, and  
barrier-free, single-stage 
crossing which makes 
the route from 
Petersfield to Riverside 
much easier and safer.  
If there is one problem, 
it is the gully which 
creates a slight bump, 
but the whole crossing 
is now far better than 
before. We’d like to congratulate the signals team at the County Council who 
consulted with us in advance and took into account many of our comments.

Cycle route maintenance
Despite the dry weather, vegetation on road verges has not stopped growing 
and we have had complaints about the reduction in width this causes. For 
example, the part of the Jubilee Cycle Path which runs into the end of Tiptree 
Close (off Fison Road) is so overgrown that nettles from both sides are almost 
meeting in the middle. The stretch from Ditton Lane to the junction with 
the Fen Ditton path near Howard Road is also pretty bad in places - about 
half the usable width has been lost, and one of our members reported some 
difficulty passing a mobility scooter coming from the opposite direction. 

There are similar problems on the Shelford-Addenbrookes path where the 
field margins have been planted with wild flowers. These make the route 
very attractive and provide a habitat for bees and other fauna. Enough needs 
to be cut to prevent vegetation blowing or falling into the path of cyclists: 
one metre from the path edge should be sufficient. The ideal might be to 
cut the verge at an angle so that the cut is very short next to the path and 
gets progressively taller, for about a metre, depending on the cutting head.

To report problems, call Street Scene on 0845 045 5212 or fill the online 
form in at: www.camcycle.org.uk/jumpto/nl91report

Hills Road Bridge and station area
The Cambridge News reports that work is beginning on a new road 
connecting Cambridge’s railway station to Hills Road. This is part of the 
Cambridge Gateway, linking the junction of Hills Road and Brooklands 
Avenue to the station area. It will allow buses to enter and leave the station 
area without having to use the congested junction at Hills Road and Station 
Road, as well as providing a new access point for pedestrians and cyclists. 
Work has also begun on cycle-friendly improvements to Hills Road bridge.

Trumpington High Street cycle lane
The Advisory Cycle Lane on Trumpington High Street between Shelford 
Road and Maris Lane has been accidentally removed.  It was not repainted 
properly when the road markings were redone in June. The Campaign will 
follow this up.

Cycle Cambridge 
Scheme Update
Seven schemes are moving towards completion  
and the following is a summary of progress so far.  
The funding for all these has come from Cycling 
England (which is facing an uncertain future given  
the economic situation). 

Cottenham to Histon
This seeks to improve the shared-use path from 
Cottenham to Histon.  Negotiations are continuing 
with landowners to purchase the land needed to 
widen this path but the Council can buy it using  
a compulsory purchase order if these talks are  
not successful. 

Histon to Cambridge
From Histon to the A14 roundabout a combination of 
off-road shared-use and on-road cycle facilities will be 
built with a single-stage crossing on the Histon side. 

Harston to Cambridge
There have been problems with this scheme as the 
landowner is being tardy in signing the land deal 
required to create the 3-metre-wide shared-use path 
to the Plant Breeding Institute. If the deal is not signed 
in good time, the funding will have to go on 
improving another cycleway. 

Babraham Road Park and Ride  
to Wandlebury
By the time this newsletter goes to press, the 
2.5-metre-wide shared-use path should be open.

Fen Ditton to Horningsea
Work to link these two villages has reached the 
halfway point and the next phase from the A14 to Fen 
Ditton is due to start soon. The Council expects this to 
become a busy route, not just for commuters but for 
school pupils too. 

Milton to Impington
A shared-use path is proposed to link these two 
villages and provide access to the Park & Ride site. 
Talks are taking place between Parish councils and 
local members who have concerns about this scheme. 
A Section 106 agreement requires that a path is built 
to Mere Way from the the site of the old poultry farm. 

Sawston to Abington 
This scheme is designed to provide a signed cycle route 
of 2.5 metres width using the footpath and existing 
bridge across the A11. Hopefully work can begin in the 
autumn once all the land deals have been completed.  < continued on page 23


