www.camcycle.org.uk

Newsletter 69

£1 - free to members

•

December 2006–January 2007

Cambridge Cycling Campaign
Co-ordinator’s
comment
page 2

Gonville Place
crossing: recent
developments
page 3

Girton Corner
safety
page 4

The 2006 AGM
page 7

Reclaim the lanes
page 9

Bridges across
the Fens
page 10

New route to
Shelford
page 13

Riding every street
page 14

Cattle grids
page 15

Bike review
page 16

Land’s End to
John o’Groats
page 17

Video technology
page 20

‘Road tax!’
page 21

Bungled barriers
page 22

Obstructing cycle lanes

Campaign diary

All these cycle lanes are obstructed by motor vehicles,
driven or parked. See 'Reclaim the lanes' on page 9.

page 23

Your streets
page 24

For

better,

safer

and

more

cycling

in

and

around

Cambridge

Cambridge Cycling Campaign

Co-ordinator’s comment

If you like what you see in this newsletter,
add your voice to those of our 800
members by joining the Campaign.
Membership costs are low:
£7.50 individual
£3.50 unwaged
£12 household.
For this, you get six newsletters a year,
discounts at a large number of bike
shops, and you will be supporting our
work. Join now on-line at
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership.
Please get in touch if you want to hear
more.
Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up
in 1995 to voice the concerns of cyclists.
We are not a cycling club but an
organisation for lobbying and
campaigning for the rights of cyclists, and
for promoting cycling in and around
Cambridge.

Our AGM

Gonville Place crossing

Many thanks to all who attended our AGM
this year. The talk from John Franklin was
very well received, and the large turnout of
members I think is a reflection that the
Campaign is in an increasingly healthy state.
This is partly a result of the huge amount of
development work which has taken place
this year internally, as I outline in the AGM
report on page 7. We also now have a very
full committee, who will thus be in a position to campaign ever harder on a wide
range of issues on your behalf.

Since Newsletter 68 a great deal of campaigning has taken place on this crossing,
with mixed results, as we explain in more
detail on page 3. In under a week we
organised, collected, and presented well
over 500 signatures. Users of the crossing
were quite literally queuing at times to sign.

Online mapping
Our online mapping system is increasingly
becoming a strategic campaigning resource,
useful in a range of contexts. Increasingly
we are using it to report problems with
enforcement of cycle lanes, as well as demonstrating the difficulties cyclists are facing
daily on the roads.

This is an issue where councillors are very
much on our side. In response to our campaigning, officials at Cambridgeshire
County Council agreed to an on-site meeting, at which a good number of councillors,
from both political parties represented on
the transport committee, turned up. I have
never seen councillors get so angry with
officials, who attempted to present a
defence of their design, but who could not
have failed to notice that there were real
concerns that need to be addressed.

Our regular stall on Saturdays outside
the Guildhall is the public face of the
campaign; volunteers are always
welcome to help. And don’t forget our
meetings, open to all, on the first
Tuesday of each month, 7.30 for 8.00 pm
at the Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus
Lane, Cambridge.

Elected Officers 2006–2007
Co-ordinator – Martin Lucas-Smith
Liaison Officer – Jim Chisholm
Membership Secretary – Dave Earl
Newsletter Editor – Mark Irving
Treasurer – Clare Macrae

Press Officer – James Woodburn
Officers without portfolio – Mike Causer,
Monica Frisch, James Gilbert, Vanessa
Kelly, Simon Nuttall, Alasdair Poore and
Lisa Woodburn
Contacting the Campaign
Cambridge Cycling Campaign
PO Box 204
Cambridge CB4 3FN
Telephone and fax (01223) 690718
Internet: www.camcycle.org.uk
E-mail: contact@camcycle.org.uk
This newsletter is printed on recycled
paper by Victoire Press, Bar Hill.
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There are now more than 8000 photographs of cycling-related
features added to the Campaign’s online photo map.
A staggering 1000 photos have now been
added by members of the Campaign and
the general public during the few months
since its launch this summer. An archive of
7500 more photos have also been added.
We have now added a categorisation system, which automatically groups photographs together to create lists of places
where, for instance, cycle parking is needed,
or where good practice is demonstrable. We
have already heard from some officials at
Cambridge City Council that prioritised lists
of cycle parking would be useful for them in
implementing such provision.

This seems to be an issue which unites both
walkers and cyclists, as well as elected politicians of all political persuasions. It is good
to see political unity on such an issue, a
recognition of the strength of feeling from
members of the public. Again, during our
presence on site, people spontaneously
came up and made clear their views to the
crossing designers.
(Continued at bottom of page 8)
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Gonville Place crossing: recent developments
As most readers of this Newsletter will
know, Gonville Place pedestrian and cycle
crossing links Parker’s Piece with Gresham
Road and forms part of the award-winning
South-East Cambridge cycle route from the
city centre via quiet roads to the station and
on over the railway pedestrian cycle bridge
to Cherry Hinton and beyond. Earlier this
year the County Council Signals Team drastically altered the crossing. Without clearly
explaining to local councillors the nature of
the changes they proposed and without
consulting the Campaign, they converted it
from a crossing which in spite of some
minor weaknesses functioned well into one
which is almost universally regarded by the
cyclists and pedestrians who use it as
entirely unsuitable. The former crossing

the petition. Campaign members sent in
their signatures by post and email. A total
of well over five hundred Cambridge residents signed and if the AJC’s rules had
accepted the eligibility of non-resident
users, twice as many signatures could easily
have been obtained in the short time available to us to prepare and submit the petition.
We presented the petition at the AJC meeting on 16 October and were given just five
minutes to put our case. We said that the
remodelled crossing was unacceptable and
must be put right now and stressed that the
issue was as important for pedestrians as it
is for cyclists. A count we had carried out on
2 October recorded 529 cyclists and 199
pedestrians crossing during the morning

Burrell’s Walk
crossing: how
Gonville Place
should look.
‘We stressed that
Cambridge
crossings must be
suited to
Cambridge
conditions and said
that the local
crossing which best
exemplified what
was needed was
the Burrell’s Walk
crossing of
Queen’s Road’
enabled cyclists and pedestrians to cross
over a very busy road efficiently and without coming into conflict with each other on
the crossing. The design of the new crossing has produced chaos and pedestrian–
cyclist conflict and is particularly problematical for vulnerable users—the elderly, the
disabled and those with young children.
The main defects are described by Martyn
Smith in Newsletter 67 and in the array of
other relevant material on our website.
Since then both the Campaign and local
councillors have been active and much has
happened. We organized a petition
addressed to members of the Cambridge
Traffic Management Area Joint Committee
(AJC), which consists of equal numbers of
County and City Councillors, asking for
remedial action. A few hours spent collecting petition signatures at the crossing
brought home to us the scale of the dissatisfaction. At times people queued to sign

peak between 8 am and 9 am. Both the
number and the proportion of cyclists using
the crossing were extraordinarily high,
among the highest for any crossing anywhere in the UK.
The design of the previous crossing had
taken account of the high volume of
cyclists. In contrast the remodelled crossing
was a more or less standard one and totally
unsuitable for so many cyclists intermingled
with pedestrians. We stressed that
Cambridge crossings must be suited to
Cambridge conditions and said that the
local crossing which best exemplified what
was needed was this, the Burrell’s Walk
crossing of Queen’s Road.
Councillors asked us questions but in
accordance with the committee’s rules discussion and decision had to be deferred to
the next meeting on 29 January. County
Council officials would prepare a report on
the issue for this meeting. However it was

very clear that a high proportion of the
committee members shared our concern
and it was accepted that, if all parties
agreed, interim measures could be implemented before then.
On 19 October, local councillors, the Signals
Team who had designed the crossing, the
local authority’s cycling officers and ourselves met on site. We pointed out and
explained the defects of the new crossing.
The Signals Team tried to justify their
changes admitting only minor weaknesses
with their new design. Some councillors
were very indignant about the changes.
There is no doubt that there is widespread
support for our case among both Liberal
Democrat and Labour local councillors.
Further meetings are planned at which we
will go into the issues in detail. We are
determined to secure a change of policy so
that this crossing is put right and all new
crossings are designed to be safe and
convenient for both pedestrians and cyclists.
James Woodburn
Background information, copies of the
Campaign's letters and the latest position
can be found at www.camcycle.org.uk/
campaigning/issues/gonvillecrossing.
To take part in online discussions about this
and other crossings join the crossings
discussion email list.

We, the undersigned, call on Cambridgeshire County Council to restore
Gonville Place crossing and to make it
again convenient and safe for both
cyclists and pedestrians. In particular we
ask that the following changes are
implemented without delay:
1

The crossing should be made as wide
as it was before recent alterations.

2

The detector loops which change the
traffic signals as cyclists approach
should be reinstated.

3

Full size traffic signals should be reinstated. They should be at the same
height as those for motor vehicles
and be clearly visible to approaching
cyclists.

4

Posts and other obstructions should
be reduced in number to allow free
movement of pedestrians and
cyclists.

3
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Girton Corner

Safety at Girton Corner
Girton Corner
today

As part of the 300-dwelling Wellbrook Way
development in Girton, one planning condition laid on the developer was the improvement of access from the village to
Huntingdon Road at Girton Corner. The
Parish Council (of which I am a member)
was most surprised to find the works being
undertaken at the beginning of this year,
before it had seen any plans or been invited
to comment.

The new works provide a cycle lane
which is bounded by a build-out
with a very low kerb. This was not in
the plans and is currently under
investigation by Highways officers.
We determined to request that the work
should stop until the plans had been discussed and approved. Finding the relevant
officers was not a trivial procedure as the
condition had been imposed by South Cam-

Faded flowers mark the place
where a Girton College student was
knocked off his bike and crushed to
death in November 2005.
4

bridgeshire District Council (as the Planning
Authority) but was implemented by the
County Council (as the Highways Authority). However, and rather to our surprise,
after 3 days’ frenzied work we managed to
persuade both parties, and the works were
stopped. From the designs visible on the
road the Parish Council was worried at
safety implications, and so we decided to
undertake our own Safety Audit. John Franklin (of Cyclecraft fame) was invited to Girton and spent the best part of a day in
discussion with Parish Councillors and other
interested people, including representatives
from Girton College. He investigated the
site in detail and cycled round Girton to get
a feel of the layout and traffic flows. He
produced a clear and coherent report,
which the Parish Council has put onto the
village website (see end). The conclusion of
this study was, in effect, that any alteration
in the layout of the corner would serve to
increase the dangers of an already dangerous site. We were also doubtful that any
changes could increase the flow of traffic
into the Huntingdon Road where in rush
hour traffic is often stationary.

The seven measures called for in
the petition to improve safety.
The Parish Council and the College therefore set up a joint task-force to look at
these concerns. This consisted of members
of Girton Parish Council, Girton College
and Cambridge Cycling Campaign, with
other interested persons. We had access to
the Safety Audit carried out for the Council
by John Franklin, and we produced a
Report which is on the Parish web-site (see
below), with seven proposals to encourage
the Highway Authority to introduce some
simple measures to improve safety.

Meanwhile a revised plan was presented to
the Parish Council, with a comment that
there would be a subsequent request for
comments. And again work began before
the proposed consultation, and again the
Parish Council successfully stopped the
work. Finally a plan was presented which
was sufficiently close to the original layout
to enable the Parish Council to have no significant objections, and the work was very
recently completed – though with some
oddities which are still being investigated.
However, the Parish Council and Girton
College remained concerned that the corner is very dangerous, particularly for
cyclists and pedestrians. There have been
several accidents at Girton Corner, including one fatality just a year ago, which may
be directly due to design factors of the corner.

Though now completely
redundant this post remains in
the middle of the shared-use
path by Girton College.

Girton Corner
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The directional sign at Girton Corner
obscures drivers' vision of oncoming traffic.
The shared-use path suddenly directs cyclists into
Huntingdon Road very close to the corner where
they may remain invisible to some vehicles.

At the corner these railings extend right to the kerb,
potentially trapping a cyclist and preventing escape from
danger.

Briefly, the seven measures called for are:
1
2

To reduce the speed limit on the Huntingdon Road from 40 to
30 mph.
To remove a redundant traffic post which obstructs the
pavement in front of Girton College.

3

To improve the state of cycle access to Huntingdon Road before
Girton Corner.

4

To raise the sign on the central island, which currently obstructs
visibility of oncoming vehicles.

5

To remove the railings between the road and footpath by the
College where they run right down to the kerb.

6

To add hatchings to the shoulder of the north access to Girton
Road to encourage vehicles to take the corner as wide as
possible.

The siting of the bus stop causes buses to
obstruct the cycle exit and creates serious
conflict between cyclists and other road users.
7

To move the Huntingdon Road bus stop southwards so that
stopping buses do not obstruct vehicles entering from Girton.

The full report, including John Franklin's safety audit, is available
on-line at the website below with a petition form which can be
downloaded and signed. Copies are also available in all of Girton's
shops and pubs.
Signed forms will be sent to the relevant Council officers, and also
to our MP (Andrew Lansley); our County Councillor (John Reynolds)
and our two District Councillors (Eustace Bullman and Tom Bygott).
Douglas de Lacey
www.girton-cambs.org.uk/corner
www.girton-cambs.org.uk/corner/report.pdf
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Stagecoach

My Enemy’s Enemy?
This article was written for the Stagecoach bus company’s staff
newsletter as well as for us.

is a frightening experience especially for a student new to cycling in
Cambridge

Cyclists often complain about bus drivers and bus drivers often
complain about cyclists, but shouldn’t we be friends?

What does the Cycling Campaign do? We have over 800 members,
and work to ensure cycling is safe for law abiding cyclists. We work
with the City and County Councils and others to try and get all new
road layouts safe for cyclists as well as get new routes opened that
enable cyclists to avoid difficult junctions or congested areas. Of
course we can’t force the many non-members to cycle in a sensible
manner, although we support the police in appropriate actions
against illegal cycling.
(See www.camcycle.org.uk/campaigning/papers/legality.)

It is the selfish car driver who is the real problem, the one who
believes that cyclists pay no road tax (see article on page 21) hence
have no right on the road, or that bus lanes are just there to slow
cars down. Without cars, both moving and parked, lives of both
groups would be much more pleasant and almost stress-less.
I’m now a cycle campaigner in my spare time, but one of my early
tasks in my first real job was to help evaluate different OMO (One
Man Operation) fare systems at a time when many buses still had
conductors. I also helped with the evaluation of one of the first RTI
(Real Time Information) systems for buses over 30 years ago in
Bristol, as well as with tests of an early experimental ‘Integrated
Public Transport’ timetable, so I’ve a history of working to help the
public transport industry. I’ve also been a regular cycle commuter,
as I realised that growth in car travel was ‘unsustainable’, and this
was long before I moved to Cambridge some 20 years ago.

So what can cyclists do to help bus drivers?
Firstly realise that a bus can easily replace twenty cars, and that bus
drivers in busy Cambridge do have a difficult time. Make sure you
obey the Highway Code. Unless you’ve a cycle lane, don’t move up
the inside or outside of a stationary or slow moving bus in traffic,
unless you are certain you can clear the vehicle before it moves off,
especially if it is likely to turn. The rear of a 12 metre ‘Citi’ bus can
‘kick out’ over a metre when it turns sharply. Passing buses that are
picking up or setting down is a skill, and try not to be alongside
when the bus needs to set off.

What about bus drivers?
All professional drivers should know the Highway Code, but I find
several common criticisms of bus drivers.
Firstly remember that many cyclists will average over 15 mph, and
that a driver needs to allow plenty of space if stopping to pick up
or set down after overtaking such cyclists. Idiot cyclists will try to
undertake buses indicating left, but it is a frightening experience,
even for a confident cyclist, when the bus alongside them starts to
indicate left and pull in. Slowing down and dropping behind a
cyclist should be the natural choice.
Cycle lanes are for cyclists, and motor vehicles must not enter those
with a solid line. Even some driving instructors believe otherwise,
but the DfT and DSA both confirm that only in exceptional circumstances, say after an accident, may motor vehicles enter such lanes,
even to pass vehicles waiting to turn right.
Advance stop lines are another feature designed to make cycling
safer. Together with approach lanes they enable cyclists to get to
the front of the queue. It may seem annoying to have a shoal of
wobbly cyclists set off in front of you, but you can easily see them,
rather than they be strung alongside you when you want to turn
left. Leave the ‘Stop Box’ clear. In some countries the cyclists even
get an ‘early green’ to help them safely clear a junction.
Another common complaint the Campaign receives is that of the
inappropriate speed of some buses. Much of the city centre will
soon be a 20 mph limit, and being closely passed by a bus at speed
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We’ve recently published a revised ‘cycle lighting’ poster which is
available for free download.
We hope that people will download copies and make them available for display at places of work and education.
Some time ago the Campaign suggested a ‘No Cycling Day’ in
Cambridge. That might at first thought seem a good idea, but
remember that nearly as many people come into central Cambridge
by bike as by bus, and that many thousands of cyclists have a car,
taxed and available at home. If all those who had cars drove, and
others took the bus, the city would be jammed up for much of the
day, with car parks full, and buses not only tied up in traffic, but
leaving people at bus stops.
Let’s all work for perpetual ‘no-car’ days in Cambridge.
Jim Chisholm

AGM
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The 2006 AGM
The eleventh annual general meeting of Cambridge Cycling Campaign took place on Tuesday 7 November 2006. We had a record
turnout of 63 members, plus a few who left after the talk – thanks
to all who attended.
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had benefits. However, on considering the evidence, his preconceptions changed. What is most important is that people look at
the evidence and judge on that basis, rather than on any propaganda (for or against!). The new edition of his book Cyclecraft (out
next year) will have an updated section on helmets.
A question was also asked about the relative merits of off-road and
on-road cycle paths. John felt that, whatever the potential merits of
a proposed off-road path (for instance a shared-use pavement), the
effect on cyclists on the road simply must not be ignored, and
indeed the right to cycle on the road safely must be defended.
Minutes of the meeting, including notes from the talk, are available
from the Campaign via our usual contact details, thanks to Beverly,
our minute-taker (who has steadfastly and accurately taken our
minutes for the last three years).
Many thanks to John for his time preparing and giving his talk. A
transcript of the talk is available on our website at:
www.camcycle.org.uk/campaigning/talks/.

Review of the year

65 people attended this year’s AGM,
more than any previous year.

Invited speaker: John Franklin, author of
Cyclecraft, expert witness and cycle auditor
We were delighted to welcome John Franklin as our speaker this
year. John wears several cycling-related hats.
John began doing work as an expert witness in 1988 after a cyclist
was killed in Milton Keynes. John knew the path where the incident
happened, and his statement proved helpful in getting compensation. The solicitor involved with the original case asked for his
assistance in another case and encouraged him to become an
expert witness, and since 1992 he has been undertaking such work.
John explained how an expert witness is someone with knowledge
and experience beyond that of a layman who is prepared to offer it
to the courts. The task is to take the facts and give an opinion
based on those and one’s duty is to the court rather than to the
client. Indeed, John noted that his reports do not always favour the
cyclist! Civil cases have made up the majority of John’s work, most
of them involving cycle facilities of some kind. Others involve helmets. No court yet has been convinced that using either would
have made a difference in the cases brought.

Co-ordinator, Martin Lucas-Smith, presented a review of the year.
Copies of his notes are available on request, and have been circulated to the members’ e-mail list for those who are on it (all members are welcome to join it and should let us know if they wish to
be added).
Being swamped by new developments: 2006 was the year when huge
development proposals, mainly for housing, emerged left right and
centre, seemingly out of nowhere. Cambridgeshire Horizons, the
quango acting for the councils in helping deal with development
related issues, are in the process of producing a Design Guide,
covering the design of public streets and highways which planning
applications will be judged against. This will be a key document for
us to influence.
Cycling 2020: The writer of this key document, which will be used
for campaigning on a whole range of issues and to engage with
developers, councillors, council officials, the public, the media and
national bodies, has been appointed, and we expect to publish
around March or April 2007.
Netherlands: Our trip to the Netherlands earlier in the year was a
real eye-opener. Literally everywhere we went, cyclists were
thought about and catered for, and that is no exaggeration. We
found that dedicated space was made for three clear groups of
road users – motorists, walkers, and cyclists, and that designing for
cyclists was based on the three principles of convenience, directness and speed - cyclists are basically treated as vehicles. Safety
follows almost automatically as a result.

John’s work has also included writing of reports for various organisations. Locally, he recently wrote a report for Girton Parish Council
on Girton Corner, where a cyclist has killed recently (see page 4 for
more on this issue).
John also spoke about the proposed changes to the Highway Code,
in which cyclists may be told to use cycle facilities where they exist,
however inadequate. The possible outcome of such a rule would be
illustrated by the recent case of Daniel Cadden, who was prosecuted for ‘inconsiderate cycling’, having held up four cars on a
road, on the grounds that he should have used a cycle path on the
opposite side of the road.
During the period for questions, John was asked his views on cycle
helmets. Some 12 or so years ago he was involved with his first case
involving a helmet and had assumed they were a good thing and

On our Netherlands trip we found that dedicated
space was made for three clear groups of road
users – motorists, walkers, and cyclists.
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Gonville Place: The changes to the crossing have been universally
derided by cyclists and walkers using the crossing, to the extent that
in under a week, we were able to organise, collect and present a
petition with well over 500 signatures, with relatively little work.
(See article on page 3.)
Cycle parking: Cycle parking has also remained another highly frustrating issue. A key factor has to be that there is simply not enough
bike parking around. The Campaign has put in a bid to produce a
cycle parking guide, an 8-page document that succinctly and effectively covers: (i) why it’s good to provide cycle parking, (ii) how
much it costs to do so, and (iii) how to do it properly.
Enforcement: We are pushing for Mandatory Cycle Lanes to be
enforceable through the Local Authority Parking Enforcement system, the Council’s new system which has proved effective against
yellow line transgressions. (See article on page 9.)

Membership rates and finances
Membership has now increased to over 800, chiefly as a result of
people being able to join online, and as a result of our Gonville
Place petition.

City Centre Cycling ban: The city centre was long a source of complaint against cyclists breaking the rules. But last August, the
County Council decided, to our surprise, that the cycling ban should
be experimentally suspended. However, a public outcry has failed to
materialise. There has barely been a single letter in the Cambridge
Evening News in the last year about the change, suggesting that the
experimental suspension is more or less working. This bodes well
for making it permanent. We will be lobbying hard to ensure that it
is made so, early in 2007 when this comes up for review.

Following a unanimous vote at the AGM, membership rates will
stay the same for another year.

Organisational: The Campaign has seen real development this year.
Our new e-mail list system was implemented, and so we now have
been able to create new subgroup e-mail lists to increase member
involvement. Membership has started to rise sharply, now that people can join directly via our website. Our new online mapping system was also launched, covering both a photomap system for
campaigning purposes, and a useful journey planner. We also held
a Strategy Day, and a lot of really excellent ideas came out of that.

The new Committee, as elected at the AGM, is shown on page 2
of this newsletter.

Co-ordinator’s comment
(Continued from page 2)

We still have a long way to go on this issue. What is needed is
nothing less than a full-scale redesign, and to achieve that we have
to have genuine recognition from the scheme designers that there
is a problem, so that a new design can be produced, and secondly
a commitment from Councillors to fund full-scale works. Neither
will be easy.

New housing developments
The outgoing committee has felt incredibly stretched by the sheer
volume of proposals for new housing developments in the Cambridge sub-region. At the time of writing, in the last week there
were three major planning applications in the post, all of which
have major cycling implications.
Whilst the Campaign takes no view on the policy question of
whether new housing should or should not be built, it is important
that we not only scrutinise proposals for inadequate cycling provision, but also make a positive and glowing case for genuine cyclefriendly design, so that cycling in these new developments is the
natural choice, by engaging developers somehow. Our Cycling
2020 initiative, which is moving forward, will be key in this.
I hope to see many of you at our Seasonal Social - this year with a
short film beforehand - see page 20.
Martin Lucas-Smith, Co-ordinator
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Finances remain in a healthy state, and the accounts, which have
now been restructured, were accepted unanimously.

New committee
Thanks were given to David Hembrow and Richard Taylor, who are
moving away from Cambridge and so did not seek re-election.

Thanks were also given to all who have helped in any way over the
course of the year.
Martin Lucas-Smith, Co-ordinator

Cycle Lane Parking
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Reclaim the lanes
Recent events have again raised the issue of Mandatory Cycle Lanes
(MCLs) from which all motor vehicles are excluded by law. Our
cover shows a few recent photos (from Campaign members) which
illustrate some of the problems.
We now have the opportunity to lobby councillors and officials to
‘reclaim the lanes’ as the Traffic Management Act will shortly
‘enable’ powers for Parking Attendants to issue Penalty Charge
Notices for many more infringements, such as parking in cycle lanes.
We’ve raised this issue before, and have received information from
the Department for Transport (DfT) and the Driving Standards
Agency (DSA) that confirms our view of the Highway Code, that
only in exceptional circumstances, such as an accident, or under the
direction of a police officer, are motor vehicles allowed in such
lanes. (See ‘Mandatory Cycle Lanes: some progress’ in Newsletter
58.)
Currently, few police officers seem clear on the law, despite copies
of DSA letters being sent to the Chief Constable, and there seems
little will, or resources, to apply the law even in extreme cases. Similarly worrying is that even professional drivers treat MCLs with contempt, with bus drivers and even driving instructors using them on
a regular basis. Few motorists regularly use footpaths to speed
themselves past other traffic, or park on the pavement obstructing
pedestrians, so why treat MCLs differently? After all, we are usually
just treated as ‘pedestrians on wheels’ by authorities.

Hills Road, September 2006. This ‘professional’ driver’s
reaction to being told he was committing an offence: ‘F***
off. You don’t pay any taxes. I’ll park wherever I like.’ And
at the moment he’s right, about the last bit.
I’ve even been called an ‘Arsehole’ by the driver of a school coach
full of children who daily stops in an MCL, despite a purpose built
setting down point for coaches some 50 metres away, and many
delivery drivers seem to believe they have a right to flout such
regulations in order to save time,
The lack of knowledge by motorists, even the professionals, would
mean that initially it is probable that just warning letters should be
used. Later the system could be self funding.
It is unlikely that Parking Attendants will be able to fine for moving
vehicle infringements from day one, but we see no reason why
drivers they identify should not be sent strongly worded warning
letters.

What will we do now?
We are obtaining copies of the draft guidance recently issued by
DfT, and will use that information to lobby officers and councillors
to apply, as required, for permission to use the new powers.
Although this will cost money to start up, we believe this would be
a good use of funds available from existing Local Authority Parking
Enforcement (LAPE). The County has also obtained money from
the Government under the Transport Innovation Fund (TIF) and
included in the bid was money for ‘Soft Measures to Improve
Cycling.’ Surely using such funds to ‘reclaim the lanes’ must be
money well spent.
The County is considering extending the LAPE rules over a wider
area, and to include bus lanes; surely that is the time to extend the
regulations to mandatory cycle lanes.
Jim Chisholm

Downing Street, November 2006. Sheppard’s
‘The Careful Carriers’. Not careful enough to
worry about obstructing an important cycle lane
for two hours.
9
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Wicken Fen Vision

Bridges across the Fen

Cambridge & the Wicken Vision
Jon Megginson works for the National Trust as their Wicken Fen
Vision Project Manager. He has been working with Cambridge
Cycling Campaign on a very significant project to open up recreational cycling and access routes to the north of the city. Mike
Causer is a Cambridge Cycling Campaign committee member who
lives in Burwell.

‘For the past six years the National Trust has been working towards
a 100 year plan, the ‘Wicken Fen Vision’, for the expansion of this
unique landscape, proposing to acquire up to 10,000 acres of
farmland south towards Cambridge and gradually convert it to a
wonderful new wetland Nature Reserve.’
The wildlife benefits are very evident from this project, but as Jon
went on to explain the Wicken Vision is about people just as much
as wildlife.
‘Nearly 40 000 visitors enjoy Wicken Fen each year, bird-watchers,
butterfly and moth fanciers, students, school children, scientists,
conservationists, horse riders, cyclists, boating enthusiasts and
many more just out for a pleasant and quiet walk in unspoilt
countryside.
‘The large majority of our visitors arrive by car and the public transport links to Wicken are rare. The bus connection is now almost as
rare a sighting as the Bittern at Wicken.

Existing bridge at an old lock on Bottisham Lode.
Jon explains about the Wicken Vision:
‘Wicken Fen National Nature Reserve, to the south of Ely, is one of
the most important wetlands in Europe. It has a staggering range
of over 7000 species, one of the longest lists for any nature reserve
in the UK.
‘And yet… the 700 acres which the reserve covered in 1999 is
much too small to support sustainable populations of many of its
rare species. Numbers of each are relatively small and isolated and
they could easily be lost.

Possible site for a bridge over Reach Lode.
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‘The proposal to acquire land for the Nature Reserve in a broad
swathe all the way to the outskirts of Cambridge gives us a marvellous opportunity to plan for traffic-free cycle and access routes to
connect the National Trust properties at Wicken and Anglesey
Abbey to the City.’
Mike Causer commented further:
‘The city of Cambridge has the reputation of being the ‘cycling
centre’ of the UK, with the highest proportion of commuter journeys by cycle of any corresponding sized conurbation. However,
the problem for many recreational cyclists is that routes direct from
the city to surrounding villages and out to open countryside are
restricted by busy roads and river courses, by the lack of traffic free
routes and circuits and poor surfacing of existing rights of way.
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which links Harlow with Kings Lynn and joins Cambridge to Ely on
the way. The upgrading of the element of this route from Ely to
Wicken is already in place, as well as the spur route from National
Cycle route 51, which links Wicken to the Burwell area.
Mike Causer explains
‘We have undertaken a mapped and photographed survey of all
the access points and existing rights of way all the way from the
A14 south of Quy and from the River Cam at Waterbeach working
northwards towards Wicken and across to Anglesey Abbey and the
villages to the south (Quy, Lode, Swaffham Bulbeck, Swaffham
Prior, Reach and Burwell). To open up access to a large number of
connecting circular routes it became very evident that we have
some bridges to build and improve. There are four water courses to
cross and the crossing of the Cam at Clayhithe could be much
improved for cyclists. Most of the route can use existing rights of
way but the National Trust are going to have to acquire some sections of land to complete the connections.
‘Our survey has allowed the NT to produce a brief for Mott MacDonald – the consultant engaged by the National Trust to lead the
planning and design of the spine route and bridges – to draw up a
schedule of requirements and to begin the design work and costing
for all of the proposed improvements.’
Jon Megginson added:

Existing wooden bridge crossing Wicken Lode.
‘Many recreational cyclists start their cycle trip after travelling a
significant distance in a car. Major recreational cycling centres for
Cambridge residents which we know are used in this way are Thetford Forest (about 60 000 cycle trips per year) and Grafham Water
(75 000 cycle trips).’
Jon Megginson explains the healthy living benefits further:
‘The enormous development pressure and increased density of
Cambridge as an urban area, means that a growing number of
people are living their lives divorced from their surrounding landscapes. Accessibility to ‘open air living rooms’ is essential for health,
happiness and quality of life and is a fundamental guiding principle
of the National Trust’s overall mission
‘If we can open up a series of access routes directly from Cambridge, the whole Wicken Vision area can become a huge ‘green
lung’ for the city of Cambridge, with all the health and well-being
benefits that this implies for Cambridge residents.

‘The biggest hurdle is inevitably cost. The Green Infrastructure
Strategy for the Cambridge sub-region, recently published by Cambridgeshire Horizons, is very positive in its support of the proposed
access arrangements to Wicken. The National Trust have already
been awarded a grant of £1 million from the Growth Areas Fund,
via Cambridgeshire County Council. However opening up the complete route and work on all the bridges etc. is going to cost double
this sum.
‘We have taken the opportunity of applying a bid to Sustrans as
part of their national ‘Connect2’ campaign. This application will be
considered in relation to applications from across the country. Sustrans will then apply to the Big Lottery fund for a single grant running to £10s of millions which will in itself be subject to a television
vote planned for next year in competition with a range of other
large scale community and environmental management projects.
‘I believe our bid is a strong one; it presses a lot of the right buttons
by connecting communities, and addresses health and well-being
benefits. Cambridge Cycling Campaign have provided enormous
help in putting our bid together and are official supporters of the
application. If you are excited about the proposals do keep up the
pressure, and when it comes to the national television vote use
your voting power!’

‘Growing medical evidence shows that access to the natural environment improves health and well-being, prevents disease and
helps people recover from illness. Experiencing nature in the outdoors can help tackle childhood obesity, coronary heart disease,
stress and mental health problems (and that is a direct quote from
Natural England, the lead government agency!)’
The practicalities of planning for the route and access have involved
Cambridge Cycling Campaign in undertaking a very thorough survey of existing rights of way and significant gaps in the network.
The main spine route proposed connecting Waterbeach to Wicken
Fen will become the missing link in Sustrans National Route 11

The banks of the Lodes are raised well above the
surrounding countryside, giving excellent views.
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Access Improvements
In order to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act, Cambridge City Council has started a programme of removing chicanes
and ‘Pram Arms’. This will have significant benefits for cyclists,
especially those with ‘tag-alongs’ or other trailers. We thank the
council for these works, but remind cyclists not to use inappropriate speed at such locations and be considerate to pedestrians, as
some were originally installed as a deterrent to speedy cycling.
Here is a list of the locations that are to be treated.

East area
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Derby Rd to Flamsteed Rd, Bancroft Close and Sterne Close
Lichfield Rd to Perne Rd
Gisbourne Rd to Radegund Rd
Marmora Rd to Coleridge Rd
Seymour St to Wycliffe Rd
Wycliffe Rd to Coldham’s Green
Argyle St to Charles St

South area
•
•

Orchard Estate
Rotherwick Way to Field Way

The very first day the South East Cambridge route was
opened many years ago, one of our committee
members tore his trouser pocket on one of these ‘pram
arms’ between Coleridge Road and Marmora Road.
Good riddance to them. Trailers and large baskets
should now make it through as well as wheelchairs.

West area
•
•
•

Hoadley Rd to Windsor Rd
Windsor Rd to Warwick Rd and Oxford Rd
Jesus Green bollard

North area
•
•
•
•

Ramsden Sq to Atkins Close
Harris Rd to Ferrars Way
Franks Lane to Fallowfields
Northfield Ave underpass

If you know of other locations within the city boundary that need
similar treatment but are not on this list, please let the Campaign
know, and we’ll pass the information on.
Jim Chisholm

This fiendish barrier in Cherry Hinton at Orchard Estate
is one of many to be removed
12
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New route into South Cambridgeshire
Addenbrooke’s to Great Shelford
cycle route
One of the difficulties many less confident
cyclists have is that ‘final’ bit into or from
Cambridge where you have to mix with
large volumes of busy traffic. A few years
ago, with help from Sustrans, a new route
was created from Newmarket Road across
Ditton Meadows and Stourbridge Common, and this is now well used both by leisure cyclists and by commuters who are
much happier with a slower route away
from traffic.
Now another route has been opened, again
with help from Sustrans, and partially
financed by Addenbrooke’s, this time going
from Shelford to Robinson Way on the
Addenbrooke’s site.
This route is shorter, quicker and more
pleasant cycling for many in the villages
south of Cambridge, especially those working on the Addenbrooke’s site, or at the
nearby Long Road Sixth Form College.
Although only open for a couple of months
it is already attracting users, with 65 cyclists
passing the wooden bridge over Hobson’s
Brook between 08:00 and 09:00 on a
recent day. It also gives easy access for
cyclists to the ‘Nine Wells’ nature reserve
(see lnr.cambridge.gov.uk). Two changes
have occurred in the short time since this
route opened, over which users and others
may, like me, have mixed views.
Firstly, this section is the ‘ten-thousandth
mile’ of the National Cycle Network, and it
was decided an appropriate place for Public
Art. Even more appropriately because this
route links the Medical Research Council
Labs in Cambridge with the Genome Campus at Hinxton, a Human Genome Theme
has been chosen, and the work funded by
the Wellcome Trust.
Right down the middle over the whole mile,
except across Granham’s Road, over ten
thousand stripes each 600mm long have
been laid, representing the BRCA2 gene.
Interpretation boards and ‘double helix’
towers are also to be placed at suitable
points. The stripes are made of a thin thermoplastic material incorporating, so I’m
told, both an anti-slip and reflectorised
component. Tests of the material were
made over a short stretch of Sustrans path
in Bristol to test for acceptability, and durability. I applaud the vision and the subject,
and hope we have a long lasting, and
thought provoking piece of art.
(See picture on page 24.)

Secondly, solar powered LED road studs like
those near Girton have been installed by the
County Council. I’d ridden this route in the
dark on a number of times in the dark
before the LEDs with little trouble, but
understand that some had concerns for
safety. Ideally this route would be properly
lit, but when lighting of cycle paths elsewhere is refused, even when next to a
floodlit all-weather playing field, and Park
and Ride sites are lit, we’ll have to accept
second best. Unfortunately the LEDs have
been placed at the edge, rather than a line
down the centre, so they will soon be covered with vegetation, and on the sharp
bends the path ‘disappears’ as the lights are
very directional. More seriously the line of
lights deceives one about the position of
the wooden posts designed to stop vehicle
access at several locations, and I’m concerned that a speedy night time cyclist
might hit one.

are likely to meet a number of cyclists in the
peak even if going with the flow. In addition pedestrians tend to walk in the middle
giving any cyclist approaching from the rear
a difficult decision. Do you squeeze past
and make them jump, or risk them changing course at the last minute, or do you ring
your bell and risk them thinking you aggressive?
Let us have more routes like this, but to a
higher standard. There are opportunities to
create similar routes, from Hauxton and
Haslingfield, as well as from Bar Hill via Dry
Drayton, as parts of ‘fringe’ developments
around the city, and some of these are
already shown as ‘indicative’ on the Local
Plan. Cycling on main roads should always
be permitted but hundreds if not thousands
more would cycle regularly (and abandon
their cars?) if such routes were available,
and if cycling into and out of Cambridge
were a quicker more pleasant way to travel.
Jim Chisholm

Oh! Deer!
The Shelford
path also has
solar powered
lighting studs.
Of course I’ve an axe to grind here, as I first
proposed this route over ten years ago, and
am now the ‘Sustrans Ranger’ who keeps
an eye on this section. There is still work to
be done on this route, both in the short and
the longer term. In the short term the final
bit in Shelford is still narrow, but is due to
be widened to 2.5 m, although cycling is
now permitted. The delay here is due to
confusion over long term ownership of the
land. On the Addenbrooke’s site short term
improvements for cycle routes are proposed, but we’ve yet to have sight of these.
In the longer term, a more direct route into
Cambridge has always been proposed but
the completion of Addenbrooke’s expansion and other developments in the area
will determine the final route. In Shelford a
continuation over mainly redundant land
next to the railway has always been an aspiration.
Is the standard good enough? I’d say a
resounding no, as two metres is insufficient
and three metres is needed. With the current width a parent cannot cycle alongside
a child, or two friends talk, and allow a
cyclist to pass easily. Given the flows you

There is now a single reporting number
for Cambridgeshire County Council
(0845 045 5212) as we said in Newsletter 65 Unfortunately it can still take several phone calls even to find someone
who will accept a message.
Early on an October morning, a very
dead Muntjac Deer (hence headline) was
obstructing the cycle lane on Shelford
Road near the Trumpington traffic
lights. It was an unfortunate location as
queuing traffic meant it was difficult for
cyclists to pass, and it was a very
unpleasant sight.
I rang the 0845 number, and was told
‘no we don’t deal with that’ and was put
through to another number. This turned
out to be South Cambridgeshire District
Council, but of course Trumpington is in
the City of Cambridge. I rang the city
council but the switchboard isn’t open
until 09:00.
I eventually trawled through the council
website and found a number and a helpful man at the end.
That evening the obstruction had gone.
Many thanks to the City Council staff
who so promptly did this unpleasant job.
Jim Chisholm
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Riding every street in
Cambridge
I have started cycling along every street in Cambridge. Here’s why.
Often for this newsletter we would like to print a map. Indeed we
sometimes do, but it always has to be a sketch map based on local
knowledge because to reproduce a map in print is nearly always
infringing someone’s copyright (typically Ordnance Survey) and the
fees are utterly prohibitive for this modest publication. But now
there’s a solution in prospect, and it dovetails perfectly with cycling.

Open Street Map
A bike is an ideal tool for collecting information for urban areas. A
car is too fiddly: if you map housing estates, as you must, then
there are an unbelievable number of dead ends. A car is, of course,
highly environmentally damaging used like this. The GPS receiver
can be mounted on the bike handlebars and works better than in
the closed confines of a car.
From my point of view it brings together lots of passions and skills.
Cycling, obviously. But I’ve also been fascinated with maps since
childhood. Not having a long cycle journey to work any more, it
provides a motive to get some exercise. Two or three of hours can
cover an area like Barnwell, say. This may not seem large, but if you
cover every street it works out at 40km or so with constant starting
and stopping, so good aerobics. It also involves computers and
graphics, key skills and interests of mine. And for those that relish
it, there is the gadgetry.
Some bits of Cambridge had been done when I got involved in
September, but only in an ad-hoc way: most of the main streets,
only a few side streets, and even fewer with names. However, in
the past few weeks I’ve been able to complete a large chunk of the
east of Cambridge: all of Cherry Hinton, Fulbourn, Teversham,
Barnwell and Ditton Fields, Abbey, Fen Ditton, north Romsey and
Petersfield and the Historic City Centre. Great Shelford village and
Stapleford are also complete; next in line for me is Chesterton. I’m
avoiding the Cherry Hinton Road corridor as someone else is promising to work on that.

Street mapping in progress.

There’s a lot more to do though. If anyone is interested in joining
in, it’s an open house. I’d be happy to show anyone how to get
started. A group of enthusiasts had a mapping party in Rutland
recently. They mapped the whole county in a weekend. Maybe
South Cambridgeshire villages could receive the same attention.

OpenStreetMap is a collaborative project which aims to
map everywhere. Unlike some projects, it does not have an
American focus: it was started here in the UK and has lots
of European contributors. There is less incentive to do this
in the USA because Government maps there are freely
reproducible.
The mapping is made possible by the ubiquitous Internet,
the enthusiasm of a core team of people, and the availability of cheap, highly portable GPS receivers (see box). Mine
is a Garmin Geko 301, about the size of a mobile phone,
and cost about £120.
The idea is that people gather track information for their
area along with details of street names, amenities, road
types and numbers and so on, annotate the tracks with this
information, and merge it with the information others have
created. This is then transferred to a large database on the An OpenStreetMap of part of eastern Cambridge, largely from data I
contributed to the project during October. (Copyright © 2006,
Internet which stores everyone’s mapping. Some features,
OpenStreetMap.org. This work is licensed under a Creative
such as rivers and land use information can also be traced
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 License.)
from copyright-free satellite imagery or possibly scans of
post-war OS map now out of copyright, using computer tools availHaving lived here for more than twenty years, and having biked all
able from the project.
over our city for cycle campaigning, I thought I knew it very well.
But I’ve discovered lots of streets, parks, churches, post offices,
GPS is the Global Positioning System. Three dozen or so sateleven cycle ways, that I didn’t know existed, some only a few hunlites in earth orbit transmit information to anyone who can
dred metres from home.
receive it; there should always be three or four in view from
anywhere. This information is used by the receiver to provide its
position accurate to a few metres. The receiver collects the route
you travel (and can also calculate from successive positions your
speed, how far you’ve travelled, and lots of other odometertype information). Your track can be later transferred to a computer.
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Maybe one day not too far away, we can use maps we have generated ourselves for the Cycling Campaign’s online route planning
system and for the paper cycling map as well as the basis for more
maps in this newsletter.
David Earl
See www.openstreetmap.org.

Cattle Grids

Newsletter 69

Cattle grids and
Cambridge cyclists

•

December 2006–January 2007

permit cyclists travelling in opposite directions to cross at the same
time. Double grids do already exist, as at the entrance to the Butt
Green area of Midsummer Common from the Fair Street crossing
of Maid’s Causeway. But at present by far the majority of cattle
grids, even on major cycle routes, are single ones.

In recent years obstructive pram arms have been replaced by cattle
grids at most places where cycle routes enter and leave Cambridge
commons grazed by cattle and horses. The grids are generally popular with cyclists, especially those who remember the problems of
the pram arms.

I was particularly struck by the recent installation of a single rather
than a double grid at the bottom of the new ramp leading up to
the Sheep’s Green bridge over the river. The ramp is much used by
pedestrians and cyclists at peak hours and is sufficiently wide to
permit a double grid to be installed without in any way impinging
on pedestrian space or the greenery of the common. Pedestrians
would continue to have their route clear of grids. The pedestrian
gate would remain where it is.

The new ramp leading to Sheep's Green bridge has a
single width grid, but there is enough space for a
double width grid if the railings are moved slightly.
When the grids were first installed they turned out to be slippery,
especially when cyclists rode across wet or ice-covered metal bars
of the grids at an angle. Campaign members reported a number of
accidents. Recently Cambridge City and Cambridgeshire County
Councils have taken helpful action to deal with this problem by
replacing the smooth metal bars of the grids with threaded bars
which seem to have largely resolved the issue. We continue to recommend care and caution when crossing the grids but we are
encouraged by the fact that we haven’t heard of accidents since
the threaded bars were installed.

Double grids are obviously more convenient because they reduce
the need to stop. But there are also other advantages to be considered. Cyclists waiting to cross a grid may unavoidably obstruct
pedestrians and other cyclists. One location where this occurs is on
the route to Sheep’s Green and Newnham at the entrance to New
Bit Common from the Trumpington Road–Brooklands Avenue junction. There cyclists who have stopped before crossing the single
grid may obstruct those using the shared-use footpath alongside
Trumpington Road at a point where visibility is not very good. Parents with very young children on the back of their cycles or in trailers may fear shunts by other cyclists.
James Woodburn

I am writing now to propose a further improvement. As soon as it
is really clear that the grids with threaded bars are safe for cyclists,
including those crossing at an angle, I think that single grids which
allow only one cyclist at a time to cross should be replaced by double grids, or rather by twin single grids alongside each other, to

Some double width grids do already exist, as at
the Fair Street crossing of Maid’s Causeway.

This cattle grid at Coldhams Common
has two separate single widths.
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Kangaroo Bike review
If you’re reading this, it’s likely that the bicycle is already your preferred mode of personal transport, but what happens when you
have children to carry or some bulky shopping? One solution is the
Kangaroo Bike, which is actually a trike with a substantial weatherproof compartment between its two front wheels. This can carry up
to 100 kg, including two passengers up to 1.5 m tall. Its seats can
be folded flat to make more room for cargo, or rearranged to make
a single central seat. There are a variety of zipped or studded access
flaps at the front, back and sides, and enough space behind the
seats to take a reasonable sized load of shopping.

The Kangaroo Bike is able to squeeze through
most of the barriers on cycle routes in
Cambridge, as here at Coldhams Common.
and the ridiculous staggered barriers on Cheddars Lane. The width
of the trike is also an issue on narrower stretches of shared-use
path and much of the Cam towpath where two trikes would have
difficulty passing each other and most pedestrians, on hearing the
bell, will politely step aside to allow just enough space for a conventional bike.

Simeon and daughter Rowan try out the
Kangaroo bike by going shopping.
Moving to pedal power for passenger and cargo carrying requires
some investment in new skills, old virtues and, in the case of the
Kangaroo Bike, the hefty purchase price. Steering two widely
spaced front wheels with up to a tenth of a tonne of cargo
between them and controlling the pull of all that upfront weight
takes some getting used to. Meanwhile, transport planners and
some road users have a tenuous grasp of the benefits or requirements of even conventional bikes, so riding anything that is wider,
slower or less manoeuvrable requires yet more patience, anticipation and route planning. On the other hand, an unusual bike, especially one that might be carrying children, inspires more
conspicuous consideration from many drivers and friendly curiosity
from pedestrians. There is also the hidden benefit of extra exercise
as pedaling and steering, even when unloaded, requires a lot more
effort than a conventional bike.
The steering mechanism is very accurate at low speeds and its performance is consistent with different payloads and fidgety children.
Turning extends the width of the trike on the offside, so you need
plenty of space. The steering is also remarkably sensitive and therefore difficult to control with one hand, so signalling on curves can
be tricky. You also have to fight the drift on cambered surfaces. At
higher speeds, the best policy is to steer gradually in a gentle curve.
It can take a push to get going, especially because the pedals can’t
be spun into position thanks to the back-pedal rear brake. This isn’t
usually a problem thanks to the trike’s stability and its low frame,
which allows easy remounting. The design also means that your
children are in front of you as you emerge from junctions with poor
visibility or face oncoming traffic on a narrow street, but they are
also more visible to the drivers. You can also keep an eye on the
kids and even talk to them through the pod’s rear window, traffic
noise permitting.
The Kangaroo Bike is able to squeeze through most of the barriers
on cycle routes in Cambridge. The only exceptions are pram arms
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Many of the cycle lanes painted onto the road are simply not wide
enough for the Kangaroo Bike, and the need to react early to
obstructions such as parked cars means that it is better to sit well
out from the kerb. When pushing the trike, uneven surfaces can
prove a struggle. It is best to lift it onto the kerb back first and to
avoid pedestrian bridges with sharp corners.
The Kangaroo Bike is sturdily built with nice details like an integrated lock, a simple but effective park brake, and plenty of reflective materials around the pod. The benefits of this purpose-built
solution include its stability, the size of its payload and its relatively
compact design. However, it remains slow and a little cumbersome
even when it is not carrying a load. There are also some frustrating
omissions. The seat backs don’t lock into position and there are no
straps for secure stowage. Front lights can be placed on pegs near
the base of the front compartment, which are too low and only
suitable for narrow lights, or on a handlebar that sits either on or
behind the canopy, well back from the front of the pod. Families
with two children or a child with special needs are a major target
market, yet there is not enough space for these passengers plus a
bulky wheelchair or double pushchair. To be fair, a bigger pod
would probably be unmanageable, but unless future versions have
a detachable pod that doubles as a pushchair, users will have to
carefully plan what happens when they reach their destination.
The Kangaroo Bike is a high quality, if expensive, beast of burden
that does a very good job of carrying its cargo from A to B. Its
specialisation for this task is both strength and a limitation. Using
pedal power to transport passengers and cargo is not without its
difficulties, but the fact that it comes as a ready to use and easy to
maintain package is one less excuse for not taking the plunge.
Simeon Hill and Valerie Doerrzapf

The Kangaroo Bike (http://www.kangaroobike.co.uk/) is available through its UK distributor who is in Cambridge, Shirley-Anne
Fowlie at Kangaroo Bike UK on 01223 691663 or
info@kangaroobike.co.uk. It costs £1,695, but Cycling Campaign members are offered a £200 reduction to £1,495.
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Land’s End to John o’Groats
Sometimes it seems this newsletter is full of
campaigning but with little evidence that
anyone actually ever rides their bike. Sometimes we do. This year I celebrated my 40th
birthday and, back in January, it seemed a
very good idea to mark this occasion with a
decent bike ride. Continued discussion with
my friend Terry, who is also turning 40 this
year, eventually resulted in Land’s End to
John o’Groats being the required distance to
mark the occasion. It was also suggested
that if we went via Fort William, a climb of
Ben Nevis might be fun too. People kept
asking who we were raising money for, so
eventually we decided we both supported
the Dr Hadwen Trust. I'm sure they’d still be
grateful for any donations.
(See www.drhadwentrust.org.uk)

roads, we tried the A30 from Bodmin. This
turned out to be a lethal dual carriageway
and easily the most scary road of the entire
journey. Being passed by trucks travelling
parallel in both lanes, them unable to pull
over and us with no hard shoulder to use,
was far from enjoyable. Avoid this road. We
were soon on the lanes again. We camped
wild at the top of Bodmin Moor, which was
excellent. Despite the prevailing wind supposedly being from the south west, we had
a headwind all day.

we found it! We were running late and
ended up staying at the Chepstow Hotel,
the most upmarket accommodation of the
trip, where they made us grubby cyclists
very welcome. Perhaps ‘credit card touring’ has something to recommend it?

Cornish road sign which I only
saw after getting to the top
(23% is nearly 1 in 4).

6 July – 130 km (81 miles)

1 July – 10 km (6 miles)
We got off the train in Penzance in the early
afternoon with the intention of riding to
Land’s End, getting photos and stopping at
a pre-booked B&B. We would then set off
properly the next day. As a result we’d ridden a fair way, but only 10 km in the right
direction, before we stopped. It turned out
that the B&B was run by someone who'd
recently escaped a computer company here
in Cambridge.

Land’s End.

2 July – 130 km (81 miles)
Our first proper day was the hardest of the
entire trip. We were told afterwards that this
was ‘the hottest day of the year.’ Sunburn
seemed assured. We drank lots of water.
Cornwall is far from flat and here our bikes
were pushed for the first time in many years.
20% and greater gradients are not at all
uncommon, and many of them are long and
give you no chance of a run up. As a respite
from indirect and badly signposted small

5 July – 153 km (95 miles)
The fifth day took us to the Long Mynd
Youth Hostel. A beautiful part of the country that is well worth visiting. I had my
worst mechanical problem: the rack fell off
my bike. I’d checked all bolts etc. for tightness before leaving home but some had
worked loose. I had a two hour delay finding somewhere that could sell me a bolt,
and then got seriously drenched in a storm
which continued for the last 20 km of the
day.

We rode to Birkenhead and took the ‘ferry
’cross the Mersey’ into Liverpool.

3 July – 160 km (99 miles)
First we had to ride off the Moor but, finally,
we escaped the hills. It was about 35°C by
mid morning, but we encountered pouring
rain, accompanied by thunder, twice in the
early afternoon. Headwind again! Small
lanes eventually led, after 7 pm, to an
almost empty A38 on which we could make
excellent progress, making it into Taunton
and staying with Terry’s mum. On this day I
had several flats early in the day due to having patched tubes with slime in them. What
seems to happen is that the glue melts a
little going down hills and the slime eats the
glue. My patches were completely off the Ferry ’cross the Mersey.
tubes and floating around in a mess of slime
7 July – 100 km (62
inside the tyre. Avoid “slime”!

4 July – 140 km (87 miles)
The flats continued, and I limped into Bridgwater to buy replacement tubes and bin
those containing slime. Then to my parents
in Burnham-on-Sea for lunch (which was
supposed to have been elevenses) and
through Weston Super Mare and Clifton (a
long climb and detour which can be avoided). Our route took us over both the Bristol
Suspension bridge and the Severn Bridge,
then on to Chepstow. Both bridges are free
for cyclists. On the Severn bridge you ride on
the maintenance track. The NCN 4 from
Bristol to Chepstow was quite decent – once

miles)

This had been planned as a short day in
the middle of the ride, but I felt fine so
took the long way around the coast. I rode
north-west from Liverpool, directly
towards Southport, on the bumpy ex-railway NCN path, and then discovered that
there is an excellent, almost Dutch quality,
smooth path along a bit of Southport sea
front towards the villages before Preston.
The approach to Preston itself had better
than average cycling facilities which were
a pleasant alternative to the dual carriageway, then I went around the coast through
Lytham St. Annes into Blackpool.
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LeJoG
11 July 86 km (53 miles) cycled
+ a walk

Flat, smooth, fast cycle path at
Southport, Lancs.
We stayed in Blackpool at the only veggie
B&B in the town (The Wildlife Hotel).

8 July – 156 km (97 miles)
We separated on the morning of the eighth
day, riding apart for most of the rest of the
distance. One of the things that I learnt
from this trip is the difficulty of accommodating different people’s speeds and preferences. Perhaps such a trip is better done on

Lancashire
your own. However, as it’s quite likely neither of us would have bothered at all on our
own, it’s just as well we started off together.

Probably the highest cycle path in the
UK, in the southern uplands.
dampest stretch in the UK, but wonderfully
scenic. I stopped at a B&B in Larkhill, just
short of Glasgow.

10 July – 130 km (81 miles)
I got up fairly late again and set off for Glasgow. I took busy roads into Glasgow but
left on an NCN route towards Loch
Lomond. This was largely along an old railway track and surface quality varied from
quite good to awful. The A82
was horrible from Glasgow so I
stuck to the NCN path. From
Balloch to Tarbet this route varied from bits of the old road
through bits of specially made
path to very inadequate shared
use, but I persisted until suddenly I hit a completely
undropped kerb at speed. So
much for a usable path. By then
the traffic had dropped so I used
the road. From Tarbet to my
camp site at Tyndrum it poured
with rain again, yet another
opportunity to get soaked and
to put the tent up in the rain. 10°C. Brrr. So
much hard rain that my bike computer was
half full of water (though it still worked).

I rode east from Blackpool, went over some
marvellous hills, Garstang, Brow Top,
through the amazing biker hang out Kirkby
Lonsdale, through Kendal, over the magnificent Shap Fell and carried on along the A6
to camp just north of Penrith. Beautiful
countryside all around here. It started raining at 4 pm at the top of Shap Fell and continued for the rest of the day.

9 July – 180 km (112 miles)
On the ninth day I woke up to more rain, so
I stayed in my sack. Eventually it stopped
and I got going. I caught up with Terry at
Carlisle and we rode together into Scotland.
Gretna is a bit tacky, but the scenery is
amazing. Before becoming the M74, the
A74 had been a dual carriageway, part of
which has now been converted to a single
carriageway plus a really decent cycle path.
Probably the highest, longest, coldest,
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Best bit of National Cycle
Route out of Glasgow.

I again started late and had to take the tent
down in the rain. Rode on towards Glencoe. Amazing weather. Very cold, very wet,
and if I didn’t pedal down hill, the headwind stopped me. Lots of hills to go up too.
I reached Fort William by 2 pm, found the
B&B and unpacked my boots and warm
clothes. I walked to Ben Nevis by 4 pm and
was down again by just after 8.30, then
had a curry. An amazing climb, but very
cold at the top. Snow in July. The mist at
the top meant it was fairly difficult to see
one cairn from another. The spring water
coming out of the mountain tasted great (I
only took it above the line where the sheep
were!).

12 July – 176 km (109 miles)
I got up fairly early to find the town submerged in mist, so I took my time packing
my stuff back in the box and labelling it for
home. On the B&B owner's recommendation I didn’t leave before 10 am, by which
time the mist had cleared. I posted my parcel then rode out of town. My legs were
quite weary as a result of yesterday’s climb.
I’d been tempted by the Great Glen Cycle
Route north of Loch Lochy as an alternative
to the A82. As far as Gairlochy it was a fairly
bumpy tow path, a bit better than the river
Cam path used to be but not as good as it
is now. From Clunes on to Kilfinnan it was
awful. Not at all suitable for any reasonable
touring bike. Having got to the start of this
stretch, I rode along it, but it was slow, dangerous and unpleasant. At Kilfinnan I
escaped onto what was by then the much
more attractive alternative of the A82, my
speed went up and I rode through Fort
Augustus and along the side of Loch Ness.
No sign of Nessie, unless you count the miniatures sold in the shops. All very nice, but
the road was a bit busy so at Drumnadochit
I turned north for a scenic route to
Beauly, Dingwall, and then found
myself on the highly unpleasant
A9 for a short stretch. I left this
just before Alness to take a scenic
route over Struie hill and met a
sign saying that it was a 15% hill
for ¾ mile. I managed about half
of this before deciding it'd be easier to push – the first time I'd done
that since Cornwall and the last for
the ride. Continuing through
Bonar Bridge I found a pub at a
sensible mealtime of 6.30 pm or
so, followed by Carbisdale Castle
youth hostel – a spectacular place,
one of two Scottish hostels which
are actual castles.

LeJoG
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Now the feeling of not knowing
quite what to do next. It was very
cold, 10°C or so and plenty of
wind chill too. Luckily a coach
turned up and offered to take me
and bike to Wick for a mere £2.35.

Afterwards
The return journey started the
next morning with the 6.22 train
to Inverness and then I found I
was stuck due to bike spaces on
trains being booked up for days. I
ended up with a one way hire car
back to Cambridge, this costing
£3 less than the train ticket and I
got four seats rather than not
even a guarantee of one (it did
also cost £50 for petrol).

Carbisdale Castle Youth Hostel.
A short word about the A82. Between Tarbet and Inverness there is rarely any alternative at all to the A82. For most of the
distance this is a narrow two lane road with
no hard shoulder and in busy traffic it can
be unpleasant. It is a shame there is not a
quieter route for cyclists through this part of
the world. I managed to avoid using it at
the busiest times, and found most drivers
were considerate. The views from the road
are amazing.

13 July – 175 km (109 miles)
I left quite early, wanting to finish today.
Continuing up the A836, past Dalchork it
turned into a single lane with passing places. This felt very remote, I saw no cars at all
for the first half hour. It was just as well that
I’d picked up some snacks on the way out
of Lairg as there was nothing else for miles.
I turned onto an even smaller road along

‘White heat of technology’: Dounreay.
the side of Loch Naver and eventually
reached the northern coast at Bettyhill.
Now along the top of the country, and at
last there was a tail wind! I stopped for
food and drinks and also to take a photo of
Dounreay. For much of this part of the ride
I made quite good time. I got to John
o'Groats a few minutes before 5 pm and
found myself behind a queue of motorcyclists from London waiting for photos.

Terry finished the next day having
had a stop in Inverness, also making good time.
So, was it worth it? Yes! It’s a
wonderful way of seeing the
country, and a great adventure,
however it is done.

John O’Groats

Equipment
My well worn Pashley PDQ recumbent
bike – very comfortable & nothing went
wrong.
Bike computer with thermometer (cheap
from Aldi!).
Vredestein Monte-Carlo tyres. No
punctures at all, which is as good a
reason to recommend them that I can
think of. They did look a bit worn by the
end, though.
1:301000 scale maps. My growing
collection of Landrangers was obviously
not going to work. I looked a long while
to find something compact enough that
I could carry the entire country, and
eventually found bargain maps for
motorcyclists in Aldi. They are thin and
lack contour lines, but are light,
compact, fold out and have camp sites
marked.
Tent – 2 man, weighed 3.7 kg. A lighter
tent would not be a bad idea.
Camping roll, Sleeping bag.
Several changes of clothes.
Food. As I’m a vegan I had to carry some
things that I couldn't rely on finding on
the way. Typically I had about a litre of
soya milk so that tea, breakfast cereal
etc. were more palatable.

Water. This can be overdone. At the
start I was carrying rather too much, but
eventually I settled on carrying two half
litre bottles and asking for a refill at
pubs, cafés etc. on the route.
Book – which unfortunately I'd finished
by the tenth day.
Walking boots / warm clothes etc.
Posted to the B&B in Fort William for the
climb and then posted back on the
morning of the next day.
David Hembrow

December
social
Join us for this year´s seasonal social at
CB2 café, 5-7 Norfolk Street, on Monday
18 December, from 7.30 pm. CB2 has
pleasant surroundings and excellent
food and drink. All members are welcome. (In case we need to increase our
booking there, please let us know if you
plan to come. But do come along even if
you haven´t done that.)
Before the Social, and at the same venue, we'll be showing a film Return of the
Scorcher. This half-hour documentary
(1992) looks at bike culture and bike lifestyles around the world with beautiful
and inspiring scenes of bike use filmed in
China, The Netherlands, Denmark, and
the US. Starts at 7 pm.
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Technology

Video: education through electronic evidence
Anyone who commutes by bicycle will be
under no illusions about the safety of the
pursuit. Sharing road space with fast,
heavy, metal objects is not only intimidating
in itself, but is compounded by the attitude
of some motorists. During my own experience, where I’ve put my head through a
windscreen (the specifics of which I can’t
recall) and been knocked off by a taxi
(which sped off), I thought that a video
recording would have been useful. Technology has now made this idea possible, and
the Internet has provided a forum to share
such experiences.
To mount a camera on my bike I use the
‘RAM’ mounting system, two brackets connected by a rubber ball-and-socket joint.
The recording is handled by a flash based
video-camera (an Aiptek DV5700, not pictured) fitted with a 1 GB card. This allows
45 minutes of recording at broadcast quality (640x480 pixels at 25 frames per second). The total cost of the setup is
approximately £100.
Having the camera rolling gives me a feeling of security, knowing that should an incident occur there will be a record. This
leaves no ambiguity between a person’s
recollection and what actually occurred.
(For example, when I was ‘taken out’ by the
taxi driver, there were no other witnesses).
With some basic video-editing software, the
incident can be extracted and shared online
through the cyc-o-vision.com website.
What do I hope to achieve through this
project?
The primary goal would be to educate the
motorist by examples seen through cyclists'
eyes. It is my suspicion that, on passing their
driving test, the majority of motorists will
never commute by bicycle again. This is not
their fault, but as a result they will have little
empathy for cyclists. A more long-term use
for the project may be to provide a source
of information for anyone interested in

commuter issues in general, perhaps even
up to a local-planning level. Finally, there
may well be an entertainment value, as the
actions of some motorists certainly make
me shake my head and laugh!
None of these goals will be achievable without contributions from fellow cyclists to
expand the database and to make it more
representative. Of course this will require
the initial investment in a setup similar to
mine. This is not cheap, but prices should
fall over time. It is my hope that others will
feel more secure on the roads with similar
equipment in place.
I have always thought that, as the most vulnerable (and environmentally friendly) road
user group, cyclists deserve respect and protection. It is my hope that through video
recorded anecdotes some progress can be
made towards this.
Greg Lee
www.cyc-o-vision.com
OWL Bikes (Sawston) is a charity project
based on recycling donated bicycles,
working with disabled and disadvantaged
people to produce bikes suitable for
Trajectories
resale. Candidates for the Bike Workshop
In the late 1970s I read an article in New Mechanic job, 21 hours per week, should
Scientist that explained why birds some- contact (01223) 835329. OWL is funded
times fly into cars.
by CRED and Big Lottery.

Cycling shorts

At a certain angle (about the 11 o’clock or
1 o’clock position when viewed from
above the moving vehicle) a bird flying
towards a moving car doesn’t detect
movement. All it sees is the car getting
bigger as it would ordinarily do if it was
flying towards a stationary car. At the last
moment the bird realises it has made a
mistake and disaster ensues because the
bird hits the car at a much greater speed
than it expected.
A similar thing happened to me today,
cycling out on Huntingdon Road towards
Girton. At New Hall a pigeon took off and
flew towards me. I noticed it, and its trajectory was ‘at me.’ In a flash I realised
what was going on and waved dramatically, and the bird veered safely out of the
way.
Simon Nuttall

Work at OWL Bikes
Typical of content captured from
handlebar-mounted video: a car
shoots past and immediately turns left.
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Greg’s digital video handlebar mount.

The charity Opportunities Without Limits is
looking for a skilled cycle mechanic to
refurbish and repair bikes in a new social
enterprise, OWL Bikes (Sawston).

Cycle lighting poster
You should get a copy of the Cycling
Campaign’s poster summarizing cycle
lighting requirements with this Newsletter.
Please put it up beside your work cycle
parking, or anywhere else you think it may
do some good.

Road Tax

Newsletter 69

•

December 2006–January 2007

‘But you don’t pay road tax!’
Fed up of that old one but never know how
to respond when you hear it? Rob Ainsley
looks at the facts and figures and finds that
it’s motorists who should be doing the
apologising.

non-smokers don’t buy cigarettes and
therefore ‘don’t pay hospital tax’. (In any
case, some cyclists do pay ‘road tax’,
because they also have cars even if they
don’t use them all the time.)

The cyclist is ‘a guest on roads that are paid
for by motorists’. So said the motoring journalist Jeremy Clarkson in The Sun last July.
Every cyclist has heard similar accusations
countless times, whether yelled at traffic
lights or asserted in pubs.

Moreover, whatever motorists might think
at the pump, the truth is that they are freeloading. Government figures show the
inflation-adjusted cost of driving has
dropped steadily since 1980: it fell by 5%
between 1997 and 2003.*

In fact, the opposite is true. In law, cyclists
have right of way on roads; motorists must
use them under licence. They are the
‘guests’. And, as established figures show,
cyclists subsidise motorists.

Road tax is a misleading
misnomer
What misleads many drivers is ‘road tax’.
Car owners pay £65–£170 per year,
depending on the model, to use their
machines on the roads. But it’s a misnomer.
‘Vehicle Excise Duty’, its official name, goes
directly into government coffers and does
not ‘pay for roads’. Arguing that cyclists
therefore have less right to use the roads is
like arguing that smokers should take precedence for medical treatment, because

Running a typical** car costs around 35p
per mile, says the AA. But a Leeds University
study estimates that motorists only pay a
third to a half of what they should, given
the cost to the exchequer in terms of congestion (£20bn per year according to the
Confederation of British Industry), accidents, maintenance, pollution, and so on.
In short, every mile a motorist drives,
taxpayers subsidise: 21p outside London, up to £1 inside. (The available
figures are pre-Congestion Charge.
But a rough calculation shows that
even drivers who pay the Charge
every day only reduce their effective
subsidy to what they would receive
outside London.)

allowed to use: the 6000-mile network
gobbles up at least £500m annually. Transport for London has an annual cycle budget
of £24 million – but that’s under 0.5% of its
total budget of £5bn.

What’s the (real) damage?
The roads we cycle on are maintained by
council tax. Motor vehicles do most of the
damage, but grab most of the budget – to
which we all contribute, drivers or not. Anyone who’s surfed the treacherous tarmac
breakers of Waterloo Bridge will know how
bus wheels quickly ruin the surface. The
accepted international rule is that the cost
of damage done by a vehicle to a road is
proportional to the fourth power of the axle
weight. In other words, repairs incurred by
a car weighing say 900kg don’t cost the
council 10 times those of someone on a
bike
weighing
90kg:
they
cost
10x10x10x10, yes 10,000, times as much.
(And a bus weighing 9,000kg does 100 million times as much damage.)
So if we were to set a fanciful ‘road council
tax’ which fairly reflected the repair costs
we incur, then if the car driver paid £200
annually, the cyclist would contribute 2p.
I’d gladly pay a quid in advance for the next
50 years just to shut up those drivers who
yell at me at traffic lights. Not as much as I’d
pay to shut Mr Clarkson up. But there is
hope yet. In a PR stunt last Christmas, the
Lib Dems gave him a thoughtful present: a
bike. See you at the traffic lights, Jeremy?
* In that time the cost of train travel rose by
3% and that of bus travel rose by 8%.
** Cost under £10,000 new, for up to
10,000 miles a year.

The cost of a year’s cycling
For comparison, my bike travel in
2004–05 worked out about 11p per
mile. (Around 5500 miles costing
£590 or so – and that’s pessimistic,
tax-return figures.) And if anything,
cycling has hidden national benefits,
not costs, in making us healthier and
less of a drain on the NHS. With a
tenth of the subsidy a London motorist gets, I could run my bike for free.
Smug? No, just annoyed.

How motorists are subsidised (pence per
mile). Source: Institute of Transport Studies,
We also have to pay the Highways
Leeds (car figures); the author (cycle figure).
Agency to maintain motorways and
Congestion Charge not included. Cycle
many trunk roads which we’re not
subsidy figure too small to show on this scale.

Rob Ainsley
This article is reprinted from ‘London
Cyclist’, April/May 2006, the membership
magazine of the London Cycling Campaign
www.lcc.org.uk.

For more information see:
www.transport2000.org.uk/news/
maintainNewsArticles.asp?NewsArticleID=242
www.leeds.ac.uk/media/
current/trnprice.htm
www.roadblock.org.uk
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Barriers

Bungled barriers – and funny funding

We’ve received enquiries about why the barriers under the Newmarket Road roundabout have been changed to enforce separation
between cyclists and pedestrians. In our view, the changes make
things unnecessarily worse.
We understand from the Bridge Maintenance engineer who
designed the changes that:
‘I had the three remaining old barriers replaced at the same
time as installing a new one to replace the missing barrier.
The remaining barriers had started to corrode at the bases
and would have required replacement in due course, but it
was cost effective to do all four at once.
‘I chose the same layout that has been successfully used at
Fort St George, where the cyclists are separated from
pedestrians at a corner to prevent injury to pedestrians.’
Sadly this is a total misunderstanding of the design – which we
helped conceive – that is used at the Fort St George bridge. The
point of that design is that pedestrians can enter the narrow section at the bend, completely assured that a cyclist will not run into
them, because a cyclist won’t ride into such a narrow area.
As you can see from the first diagram, cyclists, who come from the
left rather than the stairs, naturally avoid running into pedestrians
because the small visibility barrier, like that at the Fort St George
bridge, helps avoid that.

The layout at the Fort St George bridge
approach. The effective and well-thoughtthrough barrier here prevents cyclists riding
too close round the blind bend. A pedestrian
can cut the corner safely.
Thus yet another ill-thought out change has made the risk of collisions increase rather than decrease. Had we (or anyone else) been
consulted on this change, we would have pointed out this problem.
All that should have happened is that the existing gate should have
been replaced with an identical one.

Getting it fixed
We understand that reverting the change would involve spending
money from the Minor Works budget, which has so usefully been
used in the past to remove obstructions and install cattle grids on
the commons.
However, we now understand that allocation of this budget has
been delegated to the Area Committees, which are effectively local
forums to see planning and other local matters discussed, which
members of the public can attend.

Diagram of the blind turn at the entrance to the
underpasses at the Elizabeth Way roundabout,
showing old and new barrier locations.

The situation now is that cyclists will do exactly that, as both groups
will turn the corner. In an attempt to avoid such collisions, pedestrian and cycle symbols have been painted on the ground, and are
of course totally advisory rather than having any legal backing. But
because the space is now narrower in total, walkers and cyclists
quite understandably ignore the markings. Yet this merely creates
more conflict as walkers sometimes feel “cyclists are in my space”
and vice-versa.
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In suggesting that the change be reverted, I was told that we are
welcome to ‘attend the relevant area committee and suggest this.’
So now cycle campaigners and members of the public have to work
out which of the four Area Committees should be attended, and
go through that procedure. What a waste of time and energy.
Do motorists have to attend such meetings in order for problems
they encounter like surfacing to be fixed? Of course not. Why can’t
people just lodge a request centrally, and then the existing Transport committee prioritise these if there’s too heavy demand or if
something is controversial?
Martin Lucas-Smith, Co-ordinator
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Campaign diary
December 2006
Fri 1

8.30 am

Newsletter 69 review and planning for 70, over breakfast at Tatties café on Hobson Street.

Fri 1

12.30 pm

A small group of cyclists, often on recumbent or other unusual bikes, go for an hour’s ride at a brisk pace. Meet at the Stourbridge
Common side of Green Dragon Bridge; please join us, but at your own risk.

Tue 5

7.30 pm

Monthly general meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane, at the Park Street junction. (Tea and coffee, a chance to chat, and
for us to introduce ourselves to new members for the first half-hour. The meeting proper starts at 8 pm.).

Fri 8

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Sun 10

1 pm

Leisurely ride We shall tour the changes that have happened to cycling in Cambridge during 2006. These include the good
(Addenbrooke’s to Shelford), the bad (Arbury Park) and the ugly (Gonville Place–Gresham Road–Parker’s Piece crossing) though each
can nominate their own. We’ll return to a member’s house in Romsey Town for home made mince pies and mulled wine.

Fri 15

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Mon 18

7 pm

Film: Return of the Scorcher and social meeting – seasonal celebration This half-hour documentary (1992) looks at bike culture
and bike lifestyles around the world with beautiful and inspiring scenes of bike use filmed in China, The Netherlands, Denmark, and
the USA. The film will be shown at the beginning of the December Social evening in the basement. After the film we shall dine in the
restaurant, so do join us for a seasonal celebration at CB2 café, 5-7 Norfolk Street – from around 7.45pm. Places are limited so
please confirm your intention to come by contacting us if possible.

Fri 22

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Fri 29

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

January 2007
Tue 2

7.30 pm

Monthly general meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane. For details see 5 December.

Fri 5

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Sat 6

Deadline for articles written for Newsletter 70.

Fri 12

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Sun 14

1 pm

Leisurely ride in association with Sustrans. Meet at Reality Checkpoint (the centre of Parker’s Piece). A countryside ride, at a gentle
pace; bring lights.

Fri 19

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Thu 25

7.30 pm

Newsletter 70 envelope stuffing at the Baby Milk Action office, 34 Trumpington Street. Help very much welcomed.

Fri 26

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

February 2007
Fri 2

8.30 am

Newsletter 70 review and planning for 71, over breakfast at Tatties café on Hobson Street.

Fri 2

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Tue 6

7.30 pm

Monthly general meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane. For details see 5 December.

Fri 9

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Sun 11

1 pm

Leisurely ride in association with Sustrans. Meet at Reality Checkpoint (the centre of Parker’s Piece). A countryside ride, at a gentle
pace; bring lights.

Fri 16

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Mon 19

7 pm

Join us for a social gathering at CB2 café, 5-7 Norfolk Street.

Fri 23

12.30 pm

An hour’s ride at a brisk pace See 1 December for description.

Small ads
Concise advertisements on cycling subjects: free to members.

For sale
Sparta Pharos electrically-assisted bicycle for sale. Good condition, approx. 5 years old. Cost £800 when new; open to offers.
Elizabeth Arndt
(01223) 570884
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Your streets this month
Core Traffic Scheme stage 4

Babraham Road

Work on Core Stage 4 in Regent Street and
St Andrew’s Street is progressing. A right
turn arrow into Park Terrace has been
painted on the surface of Regent Street and
a central island installed just north of the
junction. In the months to come rising bollards will be installed in the inbound side
which will let through only permitted
traffic—mainly buses, taxis and the disabled. Cyclists are permitted and are given
access via a cycle bypass very much like the
ones in Bridge Street. However, there is a
build-out directly afterwards (albeit one
which contains much-needed cycle parking). We've already heard of several reports
of problems with this.

Plans for a 347-dwelling development have
been submitted for the Bell School site to
the west of Babraham Road. Access to the
site would be from a new junction between
Wort’s Causeway and Granham’s Road.
The plans show a toucan crossing of Babraham Road at this junction, using a twostage crossing with two buttons to press. A
third button would have to be pressed in
order to cross the new access road. The
junction would create narrow traffic lanes
and pinch points which, like those at Arbury
Court, would be both unpleasant and dangerous for on-road cyclists.

The centre of a long stretch of the
new Addenbrooke’s to Shelford path
is filled with thousands of red, yellow,
green and blue stripes representing
genetic letters, or bases, of a vital
human gene.
this toucan crossing was taken by the AJC
in October last year after considering all the
objections and following consultation.

Addenbrooke’s–Shelford path
The new lane alongside the bus gate
in Regent Street is already causing
problems where it merges with other
traffic, which completely ignores the
presence of cyclists, especially buses.
Buses will, of course, remain once the
barriers are operational.
In Park Terrace a ten-minute bus lay-over
has been marked out behind and a bit
beyond Hobbs Pavilion. Three new bus shelters have been installed along Parkside
ready for long-distance coach travellers.

Long Road
The installation of the new toucan crossing
in Long Road between Hills Road and Robinson Way is almost complete. The crossing
is intended to provide safe pedestrian and
cycle access to the Cancer Research
Centre’s proposed residential development
and to the wider Addenbrooke’s site,
including their 2020 development vision. It
is also intended to link with existing cycle
routes in the area. The decision to install
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This path alongside the railway line is now
well used and is delightful to cycle along
(see article on page 13). The smooth
machine-laid surface is excellent for cycling.
The centre of a long stretch is filled with
10 257 stripes in red, yellow, green and
blue. The strips represent genetic letters, or
bases, of a vital human gene, BRCA2, which
were decoded at the Wellcome Trust
Sanger Institute at Hinxton. Variants can
cause breast cancer, so we hope that the
stripes have been laid in exactly the correct
order!
Recently, solar-powered LED lights have
been put in along each side of the path.
These give a wonderful guide in the dark.
However, readers be warned! At the bridge
across Hobson’s Brook and at the corner
which turns towards the hospital, there are
bollards. These were not easy to see with
just an ordinary cycle light before the LEDs
were installed, but now the posts are
almost impossible to see as they are inside
the line of lights.

Plans for a 347-dwelling
development have been submitted
for the Bell School site to the west of
Babraham Road. Proposed cycle
provision is unfriendly.
The Campaign has objected to the junction
and proposed instead that an access road
should be constructed from the Wort’s
Causeway junction where there is more
space.

Brooklands Avenue
The shared-use path along the north side of
Brooklands Avenue is soon to be extended
right up to Hills Road. Flush kerbs are soon
to be put in so that cyclists can ride straight
into the cycle lane in Hills Road and also for
them to access the forward box at the top
of Brooklands Avenue. This will be very
helpful for going towards the city centre,
and helpful but not altogether ideal for
turning right onto Hills Road bridge.

