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No motorbikes in bus lanes
Cambridgeshire councillors have unanimously decided ‘that powered 2-wheelers
should be accorded the same status as cars in terms of priority measures and
consequently should not be allowed to use bus lanes.’

If you like what you see in this
newsletter, you can add your voice to
those of our other 600 members, and
join the Campaign.
Membership costs are low: £7.50
individual, £3.50 unwaged, £12
household. For this, you get six
newsletters a year, discounts at a large
number of bike shops, and optional
third-party liability insurance. Please get
in touch if you want to hear more.
Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set
up in 1995 to voice the concerns of
cyclists. We are not a cycling club but
an organisation lobbying and
campaigning for the rights of cyclists,
and promoting cycling in and around
Cambridge.
Our regular stall on Saturdays outside
the Guildhall is the public face of the
campaign; volunteers are always
welcome to help. And don’t forget our
meetings, open to all, on the first
Tuesday of each month, 7.30 for 8.00
pm at the Friends’ Meeting House,
Jesus Lane, Cambridge.

Elected Officers
Press Officer – post vacant
Co-ordinator – Clare Macrae
!h 501050 !w 336024
Treasurer – Simon Nuttall ! 500902
Membership Secretary
Liaison Officer – David Earl ! 504095
Stall Officer –
Sarah Elsegood ! 366152
Newsletter Editor –
Mark Irving ! 882378
Officer Without Portfolio –
Nigel Deakin ! 311073

Contacting the
Campaign
Cambridge Cycling Campaign
PO Box 204
Cambridge CB4 3FN
Telephone David Earl ! 504095
Fax # 0870 063 3150
http://www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/camcycle
E-mail " camcycle@pobox.co.uk

The motorbike lobby had sought to allow motorbikes to use the county’s bus lanes.
Before the meeting of Cambridgeshire County Council’s Environment and Transport
Committee on 30 March I presented our petition opposing the request, for reasons
described in previous Newsletters.
Councillors considered a report from officers that ‘on environmental grounds, it appears
that motorcycles should be accorded the same position in the road user hierarchy as
cars.’ Councillors also expressed concern at the effect the proposals would have on
cycle safety, and on the Council’s ability to reach its casualty reduction targets.
Clare Macrae
This newsletter is
printed on recycled
paper by Victoire
Press, Bar Hill.
Grant aided by

John Grimshaw, founder and director of
Sustrans, spoke to a packed audience in
Cambridge on 4 April. He covered the
history of Sustrans, the National Cycle
Network (saying he regretted that the first
phase didn’t come through Cambridge),
Safe Routes to Schools and a new project,
addressing convenient, safe access to rail
and bus stations. (To any members who
didn’t see the announcements in the last
Newsletter that we’d cancelled our monthly
meeting at short notice because of the talk
- sorry if you had a wasted journey.)

Cycling Shorts
There are at least three sponsored bike
rides happening soon. On Sunday 4
June, there is the Cambridge Wheel ride,
in aid of Action Research, with a choice of
28 or 43 mile circular routes. On Sunday
2 July, there is the Ninth Heritage ride in
aid of Action Research. This features 25
and 50 mile circular routes starting from
Long Melford (near Sudbury in Suffolk).
The biggest local ride is the London to
Cambridge Bike Ride on Sunday 23 July,
in aid of Breakthrough Breast Cancer. For
further details, contact the following:
Cambridge Wheel ! (01473) 219499
" camwheel@actionr14.freeserve.co.uk
Ninth Heritage ! (01473) 219499
London to Cambridge ! (01225) 480130
" events@breakthrough.org.uk
Cambridge University Press, as
members of the Cycle Friendly Employers
Scheme, have agreed to implement four
measures to help encourage staff to cycle
to work: a fleet of pool bikes, an on-site
cycle mechanic, a mileage allowance for
business trips by bike and staff cycle
training.
If you know anyone who would like some
help or encouragement to start to cycle,
or who would like to improve their
confidence and cycling skills, do tell them
about Cambridge’s Adult Cycle Training

scheme. Each 1 or 2 hour session is
tailored to the individual needs of the
rider. A two hour lesson costs £12. For
more information, ! (01223) 712455 "
training@cfe.org.uk.
Hardwick Cycling Campaign have
presented a petition to the County
Council, calling for a cycle path to be
provided from the T-junction at St Neots
Road–Cambridge Road, Hardwick via
Madingley Road to the Coton turn-off.
The British Horse Society and others have
been pressing to ensure that a bridge is
provided by the Cambourne developers,
to safeguard a bridleway for horse riders,
walkers and cyclists crossing the A428.
The City Council has a modest amount of
money to spend each year in its small
works budget to benefit cyclists. In the
past two years much of this money has
been spent at the ends of the commons
paths on replacing stiles and gates with
cattle grids, a boon for users of these
paths. If you have a suggestion to make
for this year’s budget, do let us know, or
contact John Isherwood at Cambridge
City Council directly. However, remember
that money does not go far, so you won’t
get a cycle path or a set of traffic lights
out of this budget!
Clare Macrae
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Cambridge Festival of
Cycling
The Cambridge Festival of Cycling, our contribution to the Millennium Festival of
Cycling – from 17 to 25 June – is fast approaching. Full details of all the events we’ve
organised, in collaboration with the CTC and the City and County Councils, are in the
enclosed leaflet, and also on our web site at http://www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/camcycle/mfc/
Although much of the organising is now done, we still need help on the day for a
number of the events. If you can spare an hour or two during the week, please do
contact Simon ! (01223) 500902 " Simon.Nuttall@bigfoot.com. Thank you.
We would also like to extend an invitation to Campaign members to join us for the
Festival Dinner at Hobbs’ Pavilion Restaurant on Friday 23 June, at 7:30 pm, and for
the Chocolate Chain and Golden Bell announcements. Again, contact Simon in
advance if you would like to book a place.
Clare Macrae

Grand Arcade update
Early in April, the City Council Planning committee resolved to approve the Grand
Arcade planning application, so long as the Secretary of State doesn’t call for a public
enquiry.
As described in Newsletter 29, we had warmly welcomed the proposed underground
cycle centre. However, we strongly opposed the loss of the with-flow cycle lane on
Downing Street. We have been told that, directly as a result of our last-minute
objections, officers were asked to investigate further the possibility of retaining this
lane, and that it has now been safeguarded.
We also asked for more short-term cycle parking to be provided. Councillors and
officers felt, however, that the developers were already contributing a lot, financially, to
cycle parking (with the cycle centre). So the case for asking for still more money for
cycle parking was considered weak. Had we anticipated this argument, we might have
pointed out that, since the developers are likely to be running the cycle centre as a
business, there is scope for some of the costs to be offset, and put towards street-level
parking. At least there should be other opportunities to install extra cycle parking in the
city centre, so all is not lost.
Our final concern was that the proposed Corn Exchange contraflow cycle lane was not
going to be as effective as it could have been, because there were no proposals for
similar lanes in Bene’t Street and Wheeler Street. For news on these streets, see
Directionally challenged elsewhere in this issue.
So, although there are more stages involved (such as the possibility of a public inquiry,
and the fact that the City Council Planning committee doesn’t actually have the final
say on the design of cycle facilities), the Grand Arcade and its cycle centre are now
one step closer to becoming reality.
Clare Macrae

The Rat and Parrot: an update
(from Newsletter 28)
There is a planning requirement that no deliveries are made
after 0730 at this new pub beside the contraflow cycle lane in
Downing Street. Following many infringements of this rule, the
City Planning Committee agreed on 8 March that a prosecution
of Scottish and Newcastle Breweries for ‘breach of conditions’
could take place.
This appears to have shocked the brewery into action: in the
following five weeks only two infringements have been reported
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to the City Council, which has decided not to proceed with a
prosecution at this stage. Scottish and Newcastle have only to
prove that they have ‘taken all reasonable steps to comply’ to
avoid prosecution. (If all traffic regulations were followed so
carefully, cycling would be faster and more pleasant in
Cambridge, and bike shops would do a good trade in lights.)
The CCTV system is being used to monitor future breaches and
the city planners (Sue Finlayson ! 457163
" susan.finlayson@cambridge.gov.uk) are still requesting that
people report incidents. Should the Rat and Parrot become lazy,
they can be prosecuted without another warning.
Jim Chisholm
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Directionally challenged
Streets are usually designated as one-way way to control motor
traffic. That is the assertion the Campaign made in its 1998
report seeking more access for cyclists. That report has been
followed up by the County Council and has now resulted in some
tentative steps to make some changes.
About half of the streets in Cambridge which are only one-way
for motorists have cyclist exemptions. Most of these are
so-called ‘false one-way streets’; in other words, they permit no
entry to motor vehicles at one end, but two-way traffic is still
otherwise legal.

However, the committee decided to choose somewhat
differently. Bene’t Street is to be included. All being well, Corn
Exchange Street will have a contraflow lane when the Grand
Arcade is developed (see page 3). However, Wheeler Street (the
bit behind the Guildhall, which would otherwise mean there is a
continuous route) is not in the plans. Oh dear.

No to Panton Street
The committee rejected Panton Street. Councillor Anne Kent,
who represents this ward, told me: ‘I am not happy to support
Panton Street being included at this time. We have a petition on
traffic speeds and, as part of that, I am asking for a review of
traffic movements in the area. This would prejudge it.’
Councillor Kent continued: ‘It is also not as simple as the paper
suggests. Officers had forgotten both Coronation Street and the
fact that there is parking on the east side of the road – this would
force cyclists into the path of oncoming cars. My other concern is
the degree of ‘surprise’ that cyclists would represent to both cars
and pedestrians… until other measures are in place. It is a race
track and a rat run, used by [drivers] who think they know it well
with lots of school children crossing.’

St Barnabas Road has been two-way for bikes for many years
Streets treated in this way have often been altered as a result of
serendipity: there has been an opportunity as a result of some
development or junction change. We argued that, unless there
was a particular reason to prevent it, cyclists should be allowed
to use all one-way streets two ways, and without the road width
and expense of installing a physical island.

Because of the many one-way streets in the area, a review of
the whole area seems like a good idea, and might well produce
a better result for cyclists. No such review has yet been agreed.
The whole point of an experiment, though, is to consider whether
the problems that people imagine will arise actually do. It’s a fine
line, because we can’t experiment with people’s lives, but
European and Cambridge experience already shows success
elsewhere. If parking has to be banned to allow two-way access,
it will not work because no Councillor will ever vote for any
significant amount of their constituents’ street parking to be
removed.
Instead, the committee substituted Burleigh Street at East Road.
The No Entry signs here are universally ignored by cyclists

In both our European trips we have seen simple exemptions to
many one-way streets operating uncontroversially. For example,
see the articles on Århus on page 8, and on Groningen in
Newsletter 15.
As a result of our request, a County Council report sent to the
Cambridge Area Committee in April noted that there were
collisions at Tennis Court Road–Downing Street, but concluded
that, in general, there had not been many problems with the
existing exemptions. The report also noted that many cyclists
vote with their pedals and ignore no-entry signs anyway.

Consultation and experiment
Therefore, County Council officers suggested an experiment:
convert three streets for two-way use by cyclists. There will be a
consultation period first, always a good thing.
We suggested Bene’t Street (in the city centre), Panton Street
(off Lensfield Road) and Sedgwick Street (in Romsey). We
chose these streets in the spirit of experimentation, not
necessarily because they were the most used or demanded. The
no entry into Bene’t Street off King’s Parade is widely ignored
and, together with Corn Exchange Street, forms a major
blockage to through routes and access to and from the Market
Square, especially when the cycle ban operates. Panton Street
penetrates a mixed use area that is riddled with one-ways.
Sedgwick Street is typical of many car-lined streets in Romsey
which require a long detour if you want to visit one of them.

No entry into Burleigh Street is widely ignored by cyclists. It may
now be sanctioned.
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already, so the change is a welcome recognition of what people
are already doing. On the other hand, I think this is likely to
achieve few experimental results, since nothing much will
change as a result.

Will pavement parking help?

Change takes a frustratingly long time. Even if it is accepted, it
could be ten years before it is possible to cycle two-way in
one-way streets. But it works both ways – bureaucracy, caution
and tentativeness also delay unwelcome changes.
David Earl

In Romsey, the committee also adopted Hope Street instead of
the narrower Sedgwick Street. Hope Street is almost identical to
the neighbouring Cockburn Street which is already exempted so,
again, useful though it is, it is unlikely to produce any surprises.
At the same time, the committee agreed to extend the pavement
parking scheme. A white line is drawn along the pavement
recognising the already universal practice of cars parking half on
and half off it. The line helps to prevent so much encroachment
on the pavement that people (especially wheelchair users)
cannot use it properly.
If this is going to become standard, we think it would be a good
idea to install a few Sheffield stands at intervals, on little
promontories in the road. You can park a car here, but it is really
hard to find anywhere to park your bike.
Pavement parking should make the street a bit wider as well.
This could help in the long run in deciding to open the one-way
streets up to cyclists.

Pavement parking is already allowed in parts of Romsey. Now it
is to be extended further. How about some cycle parking here
too?

Chesterton Roundabout
Detailed proposals have now been published for the Chesterton
Road–Elizabeth Way roundabout. These follow an informal
workshop session to discuss this junction, held at Shire Hall
earlier this year.
The geometry of the roundabout will be modified in an attempt to
reduce vehicle speeds. The approach angles will be ‘squared off’
and the width of the carriageway round the roundabout will be
reduced from three lanes to two by diagonal hatching.

‘The left-turn lanes will make
the roundabout much more
intimidating’
A new two-way cycle route is proposed along the south and west
sides of the roundabout, using the pavement on the west side
and the two cul-de-sac sections of the old alignment of
Chesterton Road. Crossing points – but no signals – will be
provided across the southern and western arms of the
roundabout. The pelican crossing at Oak Tree Avenue, about a
hundred metres north of the roundabout, will be converted to a
toucan cycle crossing.
The idea is to allow some cyclists to avoid the roundabout
altogether. Whatever the council’s intentions, we expect the
main value of this new route will be to help cyclists approaching
from the south and west to turn left. It may also be useful to
cyclists heading west from Chesterton High Street into
Chesterton Road, who will be able to follow the old alignment of
these roads. However cyclists following this route will have to
fend for themselves when they cross Elizabeth Way.
Some on-carriageway cycle facilities are also proposed. New
cycle lanes will be provided on the north, east and south edges
of the roundabout itself, to help cyclists turn left.

Left-turn-only lanes are proposed for all four approaches to the
roundabout. On the northbound approach a very long left-turn
lane is proposed. This means that cyclists going straight on will
need to position themselves in the middle of the road. To help
such cyclists, short lengths of cycle lane will be provided in the
middle of three of the roundabout approaches.

Disaster
The left-turn lanes are a disaster for cyclists. They will make the
roundabout much more intimidating.
We are also very worried about the provision of cycle lanes on
the roundabout. Although they will help with left turns, they will
place straight-ahead and right-turning cyclists in the wrong
position on the roundabout. The use of left-turn lanes will make
this worse, because motorists will be expecting all cyclists in the
cycle lane to turn left.
There is evidence that cycle lanes on roundabouts may increase
accidents. A cycle lane was introduced on a roundabout in
Weymouth, Dorset in December 1997. In the twenty months
after its introduction, thirteen slight injury accidents, nine of
which involved cyclists, were recorded compared to a total of
only six in the three preceding years. The cycle lane is now to be
withdrawn.
We have therefore written to the council opposing the left-turn
lanes and expressing our serious reservations about the cycle
lanes.
These proposals contain a lot of cycle facilities. They are a
genuine attempt to reduce accidents and to improve conditions
for cyclists. However it might have been better to narrow the
roundabout with hatchings, square off the approach angles, and
leave it at that.
Nigel Deakin

See STOP PRESS overleaf!

Stop Press:
Chesterton Roundabout Update
Just as Newsletter 30 went to press, we had a meeting with Cambridgeshire County Council to discuss our concerns
about the proposed changes to the Chesterton Road/Elizabeth Way roundabout (see article on page 5).
As a result of this meeting, the proposed scheme has been modified. The most important change is that the proposal for
left-turn lanes on all four approaches has been dropped. The council has also agreed to modify the design of the cycle
lanes on the roundabout to make it clearer to both cyclists and motorists that they are for left-turning cyclists only.
The revised scheme will now go to public consultation, and we should be able to support it. We do, however, see the
provision of cycle lanes on the roundabout for left-turning cyclists as an experimental measure, and we will be looking
closely at how it works in practice.
As with Grange Road, it is clear that council officers are listening to our concerns and making changes to accommodate
them.
Nigel Deakin
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Two wheels off my WAGN
Early in April, a very cross rail commuter got in touch with us to
tell us that WAGN Railway (the main operator of trains in this
area) was going to ban bikes from morning peak hour trains into
Cambridge. In the weeks that followed we were deluged by
complaints from many other rail travellers whose morning
journeys are going to become much more difficult as a result of
this decision.
We have had a good working relationship with WAGN over the
past few years. We were therefore very disappointed to hear this
news, especially because we heard about it second hand.

Current rules
Bikes can currently be carried free of charge on most WAGN
trains that serve Cambridge, either in the doorways or in a
designated area for carrying cycles. There is no need to book:
you just turn up and carry your bike onto the train. The only
restrictions at present are on commuter trains to and from
London: cycles are not allowed on services south of Stevenage
and Broxbourne that terminate in London between 0700 and
0930 or leave London between 1600 and 1900, Mondays to
Fridays.
In contrast, both other rail operators that serve Cambridge allow
bikes on all their trains but impose limits on the number of bikes
that can be carried and charge a £1 fee. Anglia Railways (to
Newmarket and Ipswich) has space for only four bikes on their
trains into Cambridge. Central Trains (to Stansted Airport and
Peterborough) has space for only two bikes, which must be
reserved in advance.

The cycle ban
With so little information being made available by WAGN, and
some of that being at best ambiguous and at worst contradictory,
we’ve had to spend quite a lot of time just trying to find out
exactly what is going on and what the ban will mean.
The first working day of the ban is Tuesday 30 May. WAGN
have told us that:
[The ban is being introduced] to increase safety and the
comfort of the majority of customers on these trains. Bikes
will not be allowed on trains that are scheduled to arrive in
Cambridge between 0745 and 0845 Monday to Friday.
This includes trains that pass through Cambridge. It does
not, however include the 0715 or 0745 from King’s Cross.
Neither does it include Bank Holidays.
This affects two trains from each of Liverpool Street, King’s
Cross and King’s Lynn, and one from Ely.
The new timetable states that bikes are also no longer permitted
on the two non-stop trains from Kings Cross, but after reports
that there were very few bikes on these trains, the planned
restriction on them has now been withdrawn.

Free cycle hire
We have been aware for more than a year that WAGN has been
worried about the number of cycles being carried in rush-hour
train doorways. To try to reduce the number of bikes on trains,
the company introduced a ‘free cycle hire’ service last year, for
season ticket holders arriving in Cambridge. The bikes are
provided by Cambridge Pursuits, which already runs the cycle
hire business at Cambridge station. It was initiatives such as this

that prompted us to nominate WAGN in 1999 for a ‘Cycle Mark’
award for services to cyclists.
WAGN have now announced that to reduce the impact of the
new cycle ban, the free bike hire service will now be offered to
non-season ticket holders who arrive on trains affected by the
ban, regardless of whether they have previously travelled with a
bike.
We asked how the scheme would work. They told us:
Register for the scheme and a bike will be prepared for
you. Once it is ready you will be informed that it is ready
for collection. You will need a deposit of £50 and a form of
identification to collect the cycle. The cycle will be
maintained by Cambridge Pursuits at no expense to the
customer.
There is no need to return the bike to the hire shop each
evening: customers can park their bikes overnight at Cambridge
station. The bikes will have locks, lights and a pannier rack.
WAGN have told us that take-up of the original cycle hire
scheme was very poor. We have received many comments from
cyclists that may explain why.
$ Cycle security at home stations has been the biggest
concern. One cyclist told us ‘I only left my bike at Meldreth
station once. That was the only occasion on which I have
had a bicycle vandalised in the entire time I’ve lived in or
around Cambridge.’
$ It is clear that many cyclists are not prepared to leave their
bikes unattended all day at un-staffed stations. We suspect
that the only solution to the security problems at these
stations is the provision of good quality cycle lockers.
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For up-to-date information on the ban:
Visit our bikes on trains web site: http://
www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/camcycle/subgroups/Trains/
Contact WAGN Railway Customer Relations: ! 0845 781 8919
" email@wagnrail.co.uk Hertford House, 1 Cranwood Street,
London, EC1V 9GT
$ There’s also the problem of finding somewhere to park a
bike at Cambridge station. ‘It’s already quite hard to find
somewhere to park a bike at Cambridge’, another cyclist
reported. ‘All those extra hire bikes are going to make it
worse.’
It has also been pointed out that the scheme doesn’t help people
who travel through Cambridge, or change trains at Cambridge.
However, it has to be recognised that the bike hire scheme is
unique, as far as we know, and that WAGN is making an attempt
to alleviate some of the inconvenience their restrictions will
cause.

What next?
There has only been room here to scratch the surface of the
issues raised and the problems caused.
To inform ourselves, and to allow members to find out about the
ban first-hand, we invited two members of WAGN staff to our
May monthly meeting. It was the best-attended meeting we have
had for some time. Much of the concern expressed at that

Cheltenham
Conference
Back in April I attended this year’s Spring National Cycle
Campaigning Conference in Cheltenham. There are two national
cycle campaigning conferences organised every year – spring
and autumn. Each one is jointly organised by the CTC, the Cycle
Campaign Network and the local cycling organisation hosting the
event.
Recent conferences have been quite upbeat, with optimism
about national developments such as the Integrated Transport
White Paper and the National Cycling Strategy. However,
disappointment over the recent Road Safety and Speed
Reviews, and the sudden appearance of pots of money for more
road building, all rather pervaded the atmosphere in
Cheltenham. The consensus is that, although there is now a
great deal of understanding about environmental and social
issues around transport (which is translated into warm words
and familiar vocabulary in government documents), all
responsibility for tough decisions is being placed squarely on
hard-pressed local authorities. ‘Joined up thinking’ is not always
being translated into ‘joined up action.’
There were some bits of better news, however. The National
Cycling Strategy is soon to have its own marketing strategy.
Interestingly, we heard in that, in June, Sustrans is going to be
changing its emphasis somewhat – from improving cycling
facilities, towards improving conditions for cyclists. The National
Walking Strategy has finally been launched, albeit in a shroud of
secrecy. And later this year, there is likely to be new government
guidance on the provision of shared use paths, which may raise
the standard of cycle provision somewhat.
Clare Macrae
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meeting centred on the apparent lack of long-term solutions to
accommodate cyclists. WAGN has been worried for some time
about the safety of large numbers of bikes in train doorways, yet
so far as we know, the only solution they have considered has
been simply to ban those bikes from their trains.
At the May meeting, Cambridge Cycling Campaign members
approved the following motion:
The Cambridge Cycling Campaign deplores the bicycle
ban but wishes to work with WAGN and other
organisations towards a solution that will enable bicycles
to be carried safely on all trains.
The Campaign will now press hard for improvements to minimise
the impact of the new restrictions. In particular we will work to
make the bike hire system work properly and to increase the
security of cycle parking at local stations. We will also lobby for
changes that will bring about properly planned provision for cycle
carriage in trains through Cambridge as soon as possible.
We hope to coordinate our lobbying with other concerned
organisations. Please contact us if you would like to be involved
in this.
Many of the people complaining to us were affected by a
pre-WAGN ban on cycles some years ago, and they or their
partners all switched to travelling by car instead. Based on the
comments we’ve received so far, it rather looks like there will be
many more single-occupant cars driving into Cambridge from 30
May.
Clare Macrae

Emmanuel Road
Motorists unable to comprehend a barrage of signs have
subjected the bollards in Emmanuel Road to a string of assaults
in recent months by ramming them with their tin boxes. Many
have the audacity to complain when the council sends them a
bill for the damage. In a panic, the council is to put yet more

How unobservant do you have to be to ignore these signs?
warnings on new central islands. We are assured that their
position should not cause buses to swing into the path of
cyclists, but if you experience difficulties, do let us know.
David Earl
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Cykler By
Both Denmark and the Netherlands are noted for their provision
for cyclists, so three years ago there was a Campaign visit to
Groningen (the Netherlands) and this Easter five of us travelled
to Århus in eastern Jutland.
Århus is a modern city about twice
the size of Cambridge. It is a port
and commercial centre, with a
hinterland of gently rolling hills,
copses, beaches, small towns and
villages. Over the holiday weekend
most shops and workplaces were
closed, except for Saturday
morning shopping. Of course, there
would be much more traffic on
working days, but there is an
excellent bus service and many
cyclists.

The Civilised Cyclist

The holiday made hiring bikes a bit tricky so our thanks go to
Sabine and Ea from Dansk Cyklist Forbund who collected and
returned them for us. They also showed us around their city.

What’s different about Århus?
Their cycling facilities are far in advance of those in Cambridge
but the biggest difference for us was driver behaviour. Drivers in

way behind them. Occasionally this was taken to embarrassing
extremes: a driver
might wait for some
time for us to cross
when we were
simply chatting at a
street corner.
Of course the street
scene is different. In
common with other
European cities,
apartment living is
widespread, though
there are plenty of
detached houses in
the suburbs. Outside
the central area the
avenues are wide
and both sides have
Contrast with Malcolm Street as a way of
cycle tracks
exiting an otherwise one-way street.
segregated from
pedestrians and
motor vehicles. Hills Road and Newmarket Road would be the
Cambridge equivalent in terms of size, but not in terms of cycle
provision.

One way except for cyclists

3D hanging signs still a feature!
Denmark give way to cyclists. That is not to say everyone
behaved well at all times, but the great care afforded to us at
junctions was most noticeable. If we were going straight on,
whether from the ubiquitous cycle track, or on the road, cars
invariably waited for us all to pass on their inside before turning
across our path or out of junctions, even when we were some

In contrast to the inner
suburbs, the centre is quite
old and narrow streets have
been pedestrianised or given
pedestrian priority. Since I
first visited Århus ten years
ago, one central street has
been transformed from a
busy dual carriageway to a
pedestrian zone river
frontage! The river used to
be tunnelled under the road.
Woven into these streets
there is a central ring for
cycle access, mostly
contraflow cycle tracks, that
is marked by special paving.
It links with the coastal
north-south route, to the
western suburbs, and
beyond.

Mini eye-level traffic
lights for cyclists
are widely used

June-July 2000

Feature

Cambridge Cycling Campaign · 9

couple of British towns. They only work in Denmark because
drivers are prepared to give way to cyclists crossing their exit. In
Britain, driving is more assertive and roundabouts are bigger and
faster.
Cycle tracks universally have priority over side roads. This can
be achieved in two ways: either the cycle track merges with the
main road to cross the junction mouth, with an imperceptible
ramp in contrast to the lousy dropped kerbs we have here (our
Danish hosts told us they are asking for longer approaches on
the road to make their presence clearer), or the footway and

Annular cycle lanes only work because drivers respect them

Mini-signals and annular lanes
Cycle tracks meeting major junctions typically have their own
mini traffic signals, either phased in with the vehicle lights or
phased so that straight-on cyclists do not conflict with right
turning traffic. This achieves an effect much like that at Hills
Road–Brooklands Avenue, but their better junction design takes
up much less valuable road space.

The car gets the bump, not the cyclist
cycle track continue at the same level and texture, with the side
road or driveway dropping to the road on a little ramp, so that the
car bumps down.

Out in the countryside
Denmark’s network of national cycle routes served Sustrans as
their model, so, just as here, the routes are mostly along quiet
country lanes, with cycle-specific key links in and around towns.
One ingenious and, probably, expensive link near our hotel
crossed a railway on a platform over the river beneath the
railway arch.

Cycle tracks merge smoothly with the road at minor junctions
At lights, cyclists aren’t allowed to turn left from the left lane: they
must continue as if going straight on, and then cross from the far
side when there is a gap in the traffic or when signals allow. This
removes a difficult manoeuvre at the cost of having to wait twice.
It also means advanced stop lines are rarely necessary.

Cycling on water: using an existing railway arch

There are fewer roundabouts in Århus than Cambridge. We saw
only three, one large and two small, and none on the main
avenues. All three had ‘annular’ cycle lanes – a cycle lane right
around the outside. We would not advocate these here – indeed
we have just objected to a similar proposal for Chesterton
Road–Elizabeth Way. They have been tried, unsuccessfully, in a

We sampled route 4 on the Saturday and visited the lakeside
town of Ry, but it was remarkable that, once away from the city,
we saw not one other bike! And this on a lovely spring weekend
when the wood anemones carpeted the woodland, the larks
sang, the hares boxed and the hot chocolate beckoned.
David Earl
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My Way
My journey to work contrasts starkly with
David Green’s ‘traffic jamming’ route
across Cambridge described in
Newsletter 29. He gets to wrestle with the
traffic at 15 junctions, (and 4 ped
estriancrossings), most of them busy. I
get 5 junctions in 5 miles, usually with
light traffic. His route is probably
more entertaining, but I get
a much better
view.

one car go straight over the verge (and
cycle-path) then through the hedge, and
the remains of numerous other prangs
near the lay-by. It is nice to cycle past the
‘police – road closed’ signs in the sure
knowledge that there will be plenty of
space for a cyclist.

The route is from Meadowlands Road off
Newmarket Road by the airport, to
Bottisham High Street. Being a habitual
laggard I rarely get to see the morning
rush, but in fact this makes the right turn
out of Meadowlands Road junction [1 on
map] a bit tedious as Newmarket Road
has constant brisk traffic all day, except
during rush hour. If I get up early enough I
can just set off between any two
traffic-jammed cars, and then get to laugh
at them all in their queue.
Newmarket Road is generally uneventful
although pinch-points are provided by the
quite recent bollard outside Marshall’s and
the more recent end of the westbound bus
lane from the Park and Ride site [2]. The
latter is significant if a lorry or bus is
behind me and a car coming the other
way. Cowering in the gutter almost
anywhere on this route will get you a
rather unpleasant experience but cycling
about 0.8 m from the kerb gets you more
space and less aggro. [3]
There is a shared-use path all along this
bit of road but it’s the usual lumpy liability
here, past four Marshall’s entrances and a
garage, and at the new Park and Ride
entrance you have to stop and wait at a
pedestrian crossing. The Park and Ride
entrance nominally requires you to move
into the right lane to go ahead, but very
few vehicles turn left here so you can just
move out a bit and ignore it. [4]
Beyond the lights I join the nice, smooth
shared-use path – a rare example of its
type [5 on map and see picture]. There
are a few driveways, but only the Ida
Darwin farm shop ever has any traffic,
and I get back on the road there as the
surface is now back to the usual
laughable standards [6].
The A1303 here is busy and fast but there
are no difficulties, though car crashes are
quite regular along this stretch. I’ve seen

5

can often be seen hovering here. This
route is slightly longer on the map, but
many experiments have shown that it is
always quicker. The entertaining bit starts
on the roundabout approach as you are
supposed to be in the right-hand lane to
go straight on. This is good advice – you
do have to behave exactly like any other
vehicle here to avoid being ignored, stuck
in the wrong lane, beeped at or worse.
However, merging on an uphill 50 mph ‘A’
road requires a watchful eye [12]. Now
you get to cycle round the roundabout in
the right-hand lane, and then pull off into
the Newmarket lane [13]. This section
feels somewhat exposed, but contrary to
expectation I am invariably treated very
well, often to the point of deference, by
drivers. There is plenty of room to go
past, but about 40% will simply wait
behind for the entire 150 m section.
From here I just get a pleasant-but-dull
ride down the relatively quiet A1303 [14]
with a slight curve after ¾ mile to keep me
awake. The road is paralleled by another
crappy shared-use path. This was
resurfaced two years ago but still
manages to be far too lumpy for me to
consider.
The main problem with cycling out of town
is particularly acute here – the wind! It can
be perfectly pleasant in town and be
‘bloody windy’ out here. Many a time I
have cycled all the way to or from work
barely getting out of bottom gear!

6
Two shared-use paths
Now I get a choice. I can carry on to the
Quy roundabout over the A14, or turn left
using the official, but little-known, cycle
route through a tunnel under the A14.
The tunnel is annoyingly offset from the
badly-surfaced approach [7], so you have
to do a double 90-degree jog. Beyond,
you cycle pleasantly uphill and it widens
onto the old main road with fields, horses
and birds [9]. The main disincentive of
this route is its join with the Burwell road.
You have to cross this road [10] which is
straight and fast – the Quy junction design
means that even the cars coming from
that side are doing 50 mph or more.
Beyond is more terrible quality, narrow,
dissolving footpath past the church which
does at least have a dropped kerb at the
end so you can immediately rejoin the
road. [11]
The alternative Quy roundabout route also
has a bit of wildlife interest as a kestrel

Bell Road into Bottisham is narrow, but
generally pleasant. It is currently having a
new cycle track built alongside – we’ll see
if they can manage a decent one this time
[15]. At the T-junction at the end I am
suddenly back with urban considerations
– cars, buses, cyclists and pedestrians
going in all directions. And, finally, a ride
down the High Street. [16]
On the return journey there are a few
things that change. The first is that even if
the shared-use path had an acceptable
surface, as it is on the right-hand side of
the road, using it at night simply results in
you being blinded by the headlights of the
stream of oncoming vehicles. Bell Road
can be entertaining on dark nights as
there is no white line in the centre or at
the edge, and no kerb, so even with a
decent light it can be difficult not to be off
in the grass or cycling down the wrong
side of the road. The current upgrade will
probably fix that.
The bit that really makes cycling out here
worthwhile, is returning along the A1303
at sunset. I get a huge dose of that
‘massive Cambridgeshire sky’ effect,
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sometimes with glorious sunsets, clouds,
and lighting [17]. If there are rain clouds
about then it can be even better – I’ve
seen triple rainbows and last year a huge
storm cloud receding over the church
spire with crepuscular rays beaming out
towards Fulbourn and an indescribable
sky. You can also see the rain coming
from miles away – a mixed blessing.

15
Bell Road shared-use path under
construction
I never use the tunnel under the A14 for
the return – you’d have to cross the road
twice or suffer the shared-use-andheadlights for two miles to end up on the
right side. The roundabout is much easier
in this direction as you don’t have to be in
the right-hand lane, although
‘improvements’ a couple of years ago
mean that you can end up stuck between
two lanes of traffic at the exit. [18]

In this direction I get to do the Airport Way
roundabout, which has another unhandy
left-turn lane [19] requiring careful reading
of the traffic. I haven’t been cut up yet, but
you can tell some of them would like to.
Just beyond the roundabout a bit of poor
design makes the nice flat shared-use
path useless. It joins the road at 90
degrees [20], so you almost have to stop
to get on to it. I never do, and I’ve never
seen anyone else get on here either. I go
down the road, which is sufficiently narrow
and busy that lorries often have to wait
behind you – road positioning is still
all-important if you don’t want to be
scraped past.
The traffic lights at the Park and Ride are
entertaining as the approach lanes (one
straight on and one right) are narrow so
that overtaking cars will invariably
encroach into the right–turn lane. The
sensors are commendably sensitive so
maybe 25% of the time I pass the lights
will change and stop the traffic coming out
of town.
Beyond the lights is the new bus lane. It’s
so lumpily built that I follow the old line of
the road edge. The permanent cycle filter
here is nice – not that anyone would stop
if it didn’t have one!

17
Going home, accompanied by plenty of
sky and countryside
and obstructed by the occasional tree,
and has four or five Marshall’s exits to
cross.
So, a longish trip to Bottisham and back
(10 miles), which seems to have come out
as something of a tirade against the
inadequacies of shared-use paths. I hope
this little tour has given you a flavour of
the countryside commute, which is so
different from the cut and thrust of urban
cycling. This is a route where it is always
quicker for me to drive, but then who
wants to be a lardbutt? You don’t get such
a good view from inside a car, either.
Wookey

The shared-use paralleling this section is
again narrow and lumpy; it is also winding

Trumpington
Two developments in Trumpington are prompting road
improvements in the village and on Trumpington Road. Following
preliminary workshops, which Jim Chisholm attended on the
Campaign’s behalf, two meetings in late May will start a wider
consultation process.
The Waitrose supermarket at Anstey Hall and the Park & Ride
site will change traffic patterns and require bus priority
measures, and outline proposals for cyclists (which should
include the use of the bus lanes) look promising. However, we
will be looking carefully at what happens to cyclists at the

Shelford Road approach to the High Street, how the left turn
lane heading out of town at the Long Road junction is handled,
and other details.
Trumpington Road is well suited to off road cycle tracks because
there are few entrances on the northbound side. Our traffic
survey of a couple of years back bears this out: most cyclists
used the path into town, but not very many did so in the other
direction.
David Earl
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Police crackdown – but where?
On 28 March, the Cambridge Evening News ran an article
entitled ‘Cyclists to face police crack down’ based on a police
press release which said:
Officers will be telling cyclists to get off their bikes in the
coming weeks during a purge by officers in the centre of
Cambridge. Officers will be issuing stern written warnings
to cyclists who blatantly ignore road traffic signs and stay in
the saddle when they should be hoofing it instead.
PC Marc Rycarte, from Parkside Police Station, said:
‘People who cycle in the city centre are putting not only
themselves but pedestrians at risk.
‘Some people cycle very fast and erratically and seem to
have a total disregard for no-cycling signs.’
Now, we have no problem with calls for courteous, considerate
and legal cycling. However, this press release went on to say
Cyclists are forbidden from riding in busy shopping areas
between 10am and 4pm Monday to Saturday.
This is a gross over-simplification and, frankly, misleading.

Cycling is permitted at all
times in St John’s Street,
Trinity Street, Green Street
…and St Andrew’s Street
Cycling is prohibited between 10 am and 4 pm Monday to
Saturday in Sidney Street, St Mary’s Street, Market Hill and
Market Street. Cycling is permitted at all times in St John’s
Street, Trinity Street and Green Street (though these are all
one-way streets), and in St Andrew’s Street.
If you have encountered problems in St John’s Street or Trinity
Street, you might like to pick up from our stall a wallet-sized copy
of a letter from the County Council, confirming that cycling is
indeed allowed in these streets. We asked for this letter a few
years ago, after receiving reports of (cautious) cyclists being
verbally and physically threatened by irate pedestrians.
Clare Macrae

Newmarket Road
The County Council has proposed changes to Newmarket Road
near the Park & Ride site. They propose to
$ expand the Park & Ride site to provide 368 extra car parking
spaces and some additional cycle parking
$ provide a route through the Park & Ride car park to connect
with the proposed Marshall’s Millennium Cycleway
recreational route to Stourbridge Common and the city
centre
$ widen Newmarket Road between the Airport Way roundabout and the Park & Ride site entrance, to provide a
dedicated lane for cars intending to turn right into the Park &
Ride site
$ remove the left-turn-only lane on the eastbound approach to
the Park & Ride site entrance
$ build a new Toucan (pedestrian and cycle) crossing across
Newmarket Road just west of the Park & Ride site entrance
$ extend the existing westbound bus and cycle lane that
commences to the west of the Park & Ride site to the
Marshall’s car showroom entrance. There will be traffic
signals and a separate phase for buses and cycles.
$ improve the existing shared-use cycle/pedestrian paths on
both sides of Newmarket Road between the Park & Ride site
entrance and the pedestrian crossing west of Marshall’s
showroom

Impact on cyclists
These changes are all intended to make life easier for motorists
using the Park & Ride site. The impact on cyclists will be mixed:
$ Squeezing an extra lane into a long section of Newmarket
Road will result in narrow lane widths and several new pinch
points.
$ The new signals at the Marshall’s entrance will mean long
waits for westbound cyclists, since the bus and cycle lane

will typically show a red light whilst cars whiz by in their own
lane – much as happens at present at the nearby Ditton
Lane junction.
$ The ‘improved’ cycle/pedestrian paths will inevitably be
constructed to the usual poor standard. It looks as if raised
crossings will be provided across several side roads, but
cyclists will not have priority. At the Shell garage, there will
not even be raised crossings, and cyclists will have to fend
for themselves as they cross its wide entrance and exit.
We have told the County Council that the eastbound cycle path
will be of little value to cyclists. There are just too many busy
side roads and entrances for cyclists to cross – especially at
Marshall’s and at the Shell garage. This is why hardly any
cyclists use the existing shared-use pavement, despite the main
carriageway being narrow and busy.

The ‘improved’ cycle/
pedestrian paths will
inevitably be constructed to
the usual poor standard.
We have asked the County Council to give cyclists using the
eastbound cycle path the same priority over side roads and
entrances that they would have had if they remained on the main
carriageway. Cycle tracks in Holland and Denmark (see the
article in this issue) always have this priority. We have sent the
council a photograph of a typical Danish cycle track to give an
idea of what we have in mind.
The westbound cycle path will, on the other hand, be much more
useful. It allows cyclists to avoid two sets of traffic signals and
the side roads are not as busy.
Nigel Deakin
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Cycle parking – still not enough
Members will know that is almost
impossible to find somewhere in central
Cambridge to park a bike securely.
Feeling strongly about this, I set about
re-forming the Cycle Parking subgroup,
and seven of us have met twice since
the last Newsletter. The next meeting is
at my house on Tuesday 27 June.
We have agreed to concentrate on the
triangular area shown on the map, as
this is the area showing the highest
number of unsecured bikes in Jim
Chisholm’s peak-time survey. It is also
the area where cycle theft is most
common, as many members can testify.
The police and city council have already
drawn up a list of 300 potential new
cycle parking spaces, to which will be
added earlier suggestions from the
Campaign. The police have just received
a Home Office grant for cycle crime
reduction which should pay for the new
spaces, plus the conversion of unused
car-parking spaces at Park Street
multi-storey. There is also the cycle
store planned for the Grand Arcade, but
that won’t be ready before 2003.
One problem we have identified is that students, staff and
academic visitors to the colleges within this area (St John’s,
Trinity, Trinity Hall, Clare, Caius, King’s, Queens’, Cats, Corpus,
Pembroke, Emma, Christ’s, Sidney Sussex) often use the public
racks on the pavement (or nearby railings, trees, etc.) in
preference to college facilities. Hugh Hunt kindly showed the

Underground cycle parking at Trinity College. Note the rail for
locking frames. Shame about the concrete blocks for the wheels,
though.
sub-group the three underground cycle stores in Trinity College.
Students and staff may request an allocated space in one of the
stores, but it seemed most unlikely that students arriving for a
college meal or going to and from lectures would bother to cycle
round to the back, open the gate, and take their bike down to
their particular store. So these spaces seem to be used for
storing bikes for occasional weekend use, or over the vacation.
Short-term cycle parking for students has different requirements.
Richard Mackay – University Environmental Officer – is also
surveying provision by university departments. We would like to

hear from college members or CUSU Green
officers in colleges with ideas on how to solve
this problem.
Once we have identified the existing cycle
spaces, including church railings etc., we hope
to publish a map of suggested cycle parking
locations, together with best designs of cycle
lock. We might also suggest where not to leave
your bike. Could members please let me know
their less well-known places for leaving their
bikes in the city centre, so that we can pass on
this information to people who mistakenly leave
their bike unsecured?
We think we have successfully persuaded the
organisers of big events in Cambridge to
provide temporary but secure cycle parking.
These events include the Big Day Out, Folk
Festival, Strawberry Fair, funfairs on the
commons and Fireworks Night. If you attend
any of these, please let us know how it turns
out.
Our web page will try to keep you up-to-date
with our progress. See http://
www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/camcycle/
subgroups/Parking/ or contact me. David
Meiklejohn (Cycle Friendly Employers Scheme) can answer
queries from employers, etc. about suitable cycle storage and
suppliers. Note that other zones for the group to consider might
be the Grafton Centre, Parker’s Piece, and East Road – but the
city centre will have first priority.
Oliver Merrington " oliverm@talk21.com
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Making life easier... (7)
Look after your brake cables
Defective brake cables are obviously something to avoid. A
snapped inner cable always happens unexpectedly and at the
moment you need to slow down. To be safe, if your cables show
signs of serious fraying or any rust, it’s probably time to fit new
ones. So what are the danger signs and how do you keep your
cables in tip-top condition? Here are some tips.
Outer cables are prone to
damage where they enter the
brake levers. If the plastic is
split and you can see the
metal underneath as in this
photo, water can probably
get in and may be causing
hidden rust damage to the
inner cable. Now is the time
to get some new outer cables.
New outer cables are usually longer
than you need. To cut these, first cut
through the plastic sheathing right
around the circumference of the cable
to expose the spiral metal core.

Next, bend the outer cable over at
the cut so that the metal spiral is
forced open. The gap needs to be
big enough to allow the jaws of your
cutting tool to get between the
spirals.
Use a pair of diagonal cutters or pliers to
cut the cable. If you did the previous step
correctly, cutting without crushing the
outer should be a snip!

Inner cables lead a hard life
especially where they enter
the brake levers and where
they are clamped in ‘pinch
bolts’. Inner cables with
broken strands need
monitoring and ought to be
replaced for safety and for
easier maintenance. This
picture shows signs of
damage above an anchor
bolt.
To weatherproof inner cables
and to keep them working
smoothly, always grease them
before you thread them
through the outer cable. To do
this, use your finger and
thumb to pull a dollop of
grease along the entire length
of the inner. Do this with all
new cables and whenever you
service old ones.

Frayed cable ends make cable servicing much
more difficult: removing a frayed inner is easy,
but refitting it can be nearly impossible.
One way to avoid
frayed cable ends is to
leave plenty of excess
inner cable protruding
past the anchor bolt.
Then, if the end does
begin to fray, it can be trimmed off.
Also, a nice long inner cable is easier
to get hold of while you are tightening
the anchor bolt. Therefore, I prefer not
to trim inner cables at all and simply
coil the excess neatly as shown here.
Another way of preventing cable
ends fraying is to put some epoxy
glue (like Araldite ‘rapid’) on them
as shown here. This literally
sticks the individual metal strands
together so that they cannot
unravel. You can achieve a
similar effect by soldering the
ends of the inner.
David Green

June-July 2000

Letters

Cambridge Cycling Campaign · 15

Letters to the editor
Hurrah for heel-pedallers
I don’t wish to start off my first letter to the Cycling Campaign
with a moan, so let me say from the outset how much I have
enjoyed my first issues of the Newsletter. It’s a good mix of
news, information and campaigning. However, one article in the
April–May issue did concern me. This was ‘My Way’, which
offered a guide to David Green’s daily commute. In general I
found the article well-written and informative, and yet in two or
three places the tone of it began to bother me.
I should explain that I recently moved to Cambridge from
Colchester and found such a change in attitudes to cycling. In
Colchester, despite the great efforts of our local campaign, bike
use remained a minority pursuit, and during my daily commute
across the town I would meet very few fellow cyclists. By
contrast Cambridge has been a revelation; masses of cyclists,
not just the lycra-clad Shimano/Carradice/CatEye crew (of which
I am a paid up member) but people of all different sizes, with
rusty, ill-fitting bikes, unsuitable clothing, riding in the wrong
gear. What a liberation! People using bikes simply because it is
accepted as the easiest way to get about town. To scorn them
as ‘heel-pedallers, saddle-droopers and hard-gear slaves’,
people who don’t have a perfectly set up bike and who don’t
know how to change gear at the appropriate time, as David
does, is to miss the point.

I look on with fondness, rather than with pity, at each of these
‘heel-pushers’, reminding myself that that same foot could just
as easily be resting on the accelerator of yet another car.
Steve Hussey

Traffic lights as speed
enforcement
Following on from David Earl’s article (‘Moving (too) fast’) in
Newsletter 29, it is clear that there is still an enormous amount
to be done to make any impact on excessive speed. A recent
report from the Transport Research Laboratory [TRL421]
establishes just how important this is. This shows both increased
speed and an increased spread of speed both cause marked
increases in accident rates. This has the effect that drivers
travelling only slightly faster than average for the road are
enormously more likely have accidents. Slowing down these
drivers, those who are speeding, is likely to have a very real
effect on accident rates.
However another TRL report [TRL440] makes it clear that
speeding is well ingrained. It will only be significantly reduced by
a major cultural change, or by effective enforcement. The former
seems unlikely for the foreseeable future. The ideas that the
government seem to be pursuing on ‘enforcement’ seem to be
me to be rather unimaginative.
Vehicle-activated signs, which warn drivers that they are going
too fast, are used in a few places. The problem is that most
speeders are a perfectly aware of their speed. I believe that a
better approach would be stop such vehicles. Lots of modern
traffic lights have equipment to detect approaching vehicles. If
these could be improved to measure the vehicle’s speed, they
could automatically turn the light red if approached at more than
the speed limit, forcing the speeding driver to stop.
In comparison with many of the alternatives, this would be very
cheap. The post, cabinet, indicators and power supply are
already in place. Even if a completely new radar is needed, this
is likely to cost only hundreds, rather than thousands of pounds.
I also think that it would be more effective, as its psychology is
better. Criminologists reckon that draconian punishments with a
low probability of being caught are less effective as a deterrent
than a mild punishment with a (near) certainty of being caught.
Deterrents are also much more effective if the punishment is
immediate.
If, for example, every traffic light in Mill Road was so equipped,
any speeding driver would get pulled up every few hundred
yards. This seems very likely to be effective. It might even make
speed limits below 30 mph practical without further (expensive)
traffic calming measures. I would very much like to see this tried
out.
I have copies of both of the reports mentioned, which I am willing
to lend to anyone interested.
Ian Miller ! 511943 " Ian_Miller@bifroest.demon.co.uk

Report TRL421 The effects of drivers’ speed on the frequency of
road accidents was quoted in the 25 March issue of New
Scientist. See http://www.trl.co.uk for more information including
how to purchase reports.
Report TRL440 is The characteristics of speeders.
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Reports, policies and plans
The day-to-day decisions made by local councillors and council
officers are constrained by a policy framework. This is a busy
time of year for policy makers. Here is an update on the action.

County Council annual reports
Every March the County Council’s Environment and Transport
Department produces four annual reports. Two reports look back
over traffic and ‘accidents’ for the last year, and the other two
look forward to the next year, setting out the department’s aims
and objectives.

Traffic Monitoring Report 1999
This is a report on the traffic surveys carried out throughout the
County in 1999. Two different surveys are done each year for
Cambridge City.
The River Cam Screenline survey, carried out each spring (out
of university term time), counts vehicles, pedestrians and cycles
crossing all bridges in the city centre. In a 12 hour period,
18,480 bikes crossed the river, representing 17% of vehicle
movements and 13% of people movements. This is down from
20,746 the previous year. However, it is hard to compare figures
between years because of factors such as the weather. The
River Cam count was repeated in May 1999, during university
term time, and the number of cycle trips rose by 30% to 24,008.
The Cambridge Radial Cordon survey, carried out every
October, counts vehicles and people entering and leaving
Cambridge on the radial routes. Over 12 hours in October 1999,
5,567 cyclists were counted, representing 3% of vehicle
movements and 2% of people movements. Judging by the map
of monitoring points, however, some routes for cyclists and
pedestrians into the City are not counted. These include:
$
$
$
$
$

Fulbourn Old Drift and the Tins
The River Cam from Milton to the north
The River Cam from Grantchester to the south
High Ditch Road/Ditton Lane
Coton footpath

So it is possible that rather more than 5,567 cycle journeys into
and out of Cambridge actually took place.

Joint Accident Data Report 1999
This report represents a shift from previous years. It is now
jointly produced by the County Council, Peterborough City
Council, Cambridgeshire Health Authority and Cambridgeshire
Constabulary. It also includes hospital casualty figures for the
first time, as a separate chapter (not yet integrated with the
police statistics), and the analysis of casualties is somewhat
more detailed than in previous years.
There were 569 cycle casualties in Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough in 1999, of which 7 were fatalities, and 77 were
serious injuries. This is a 6% drop in casualties since the

Cycling schemes
Safer Routes to School
Safety schemes
Jointly funded minor improvements
New bus infrastructure and bus priority measures
Cambridge Core Area
Traffic management improvements
Road maintenance

2001/02
£964K
£150K
£1.7M
£200K
£750K
£800K
£100K
£3.5M

previous year (although it says nothing about changes in levels
of cycling).
The most welcome change in the report, from our perspective, is
that it no longer says ‘cycling in Cambridge is twice as
dangerous as the national average – per head of population.’ I
am very pleased that this misleading statement, which
discouraged cycling, has been removed.
The report says that a study of cycle ‘accidents’ in
Cambridgeshire between 1996 and 1998 found that:
$
$
$
$
$

Cyclists were mainly at fault in 32% of them
75% involved cars
10% involved no other person or vehicle
10% were at roundabouts and 58% at other types of junction
5% involved pedal cyclists hitting open doors of vehicles, or
doors being opened into the path of cyclists

Network Management Plan 2000
This document reports on the condition of the County’s roads
and ‘footways’, and reviews the previous year’s targets and
plans. It sets the maintenance standards, and sets targets and
plans for the coming year.
One change of note for cyclists is that the definition of a
‘dangerous’ pothole has been made more stringent. The
definition now states:
Potholes are considered dangerous when they are
vertically sided, and more than 20 mm deep, with an area
of greater than 0.1 m² in principal road carriageways and
50 mm deep in non-principal road carriageways and more
than 20 mm deep and have an area of 0.1 m². in any
footway, cycleway and marked cycle lane and are
sufficiently far from the edge of the carriageway or footway
to be surrounded by bituminous material. Other conditions
which occur should be judged in accordance with the good
practice and specification requirements, and dealt with
accordingly. Dangerous potholes complying with the
dimensions specified are to be repaired within 24 hours.

Road Safety Plan Annual Review 2000
As in previous versions, this document contains the ominous
statement:
Although, in the long term, promoting public transport,
cycling and walking may have safety benefits, the Council
must balance the environmental and other benefits of this
approach, with the possible risks to vulnerable road users
who, for the foreseeable future, must share roads with
heavy levels of traffic.
Happily, the Health for Cambridgeshire initiative (to reduce cycle
casualties) is placing great emphasis on simultaneously
promoting cycling for its health and environmental benefits.
2002/03
£300K
£150K
£1.95M
£200K
£250K
£600K
£150K
£3.5M

2003/04
£300K
£150K
£1.95M
£200K
£550K
£500K
£600K
£3.5M

Cambridgeshire Draft Outline Capital Programme

2004/05
£300K
£150K
£1.95M
£200K
£550K
0
£600K
£3.5M

2005/06
£300K
£150K
£1.95M
£200K
£550K
0
£100K
£3.5M

June-July 2000

Feature

Local Transport Plan
In April I represented Cambridge Cycling Campaign at a meeting
of the Cambridgeshire Transport Forum in Ely. This was the
second such meeting organised by Cambridgeshire County
Council, held to get input for the Full Local Transport Plan (LTP)
from interest groups.
There were representatives from many transport user groups,
local authorities (both councillors and officers), and public
transport providers, amongst others. Notably absent was the
road lobby. There was some speculation from environmental
groups upon whether this was because councils were not
consulting the motoring-interest groups, or whether there were
other meetings going on behind the scenes!
From a cycling perspective, one very interesting comment was
that one of the few negative aspects of
Government feedback on Cambridgeshire’s
Provisional LTP had been that more work
was needed on cycling and walking. Our
response to the most recent LTP
consultation also reviewed the government’s
guidance for cycling aspects of an LTP and
pointed out quite a number of areas where
we felt Cambridgeshire fell somewhat short.
We have been told that we will be able to
have a copy of the government feedback on
the Provisional LTP.
Much as I hate to use a cliché like
‘networking’, for me that was probably the
most useful aspect of the afternoon.
By the time this meeting took place, work on the Full LTP had
presumably progressed quite far. However, all we have been
able to see of it is the proposed table of contents, which was
presented to the Environment and Transport Committee on 30
March. As an outline, it obviously does not tell us anything about
the content of the final document. Much of importance to cycling
will be contained in the new Cycling Strategy (see below) but we
are keen to ensure that cycling issues are also integrated into
the main body of the document.
The Environment and Transport Committee also considered the
draft bid for ‘capital funding’. This is jargon for money they will
use to pay for ‘things’, as opposed to paying people and running
costs (which is known as ‘revenue’ funding). The table shows the
items of interest for cycling.
The Council is seeking £954,000 for cycling schemes in the first
year, and £300,000 per year for subsequent years. (Presumably
the extra money in the first year is for the Fens Cycle Tourism
Project.) The City and District councils will also add some money
to this £300,000 pot, but to put it into perspective, the Barton
Road cycle track cost roughly £200,000. So a few hundred
thousand per year for the whole county will not go far if facilities
are to be built to an appropriate standard.
Cyclists will also benefit from many of the other measures listed
in the table. We are curious about the Cambridge Core Area
money stopping in year 2004: we had expected that the Royal
Cambridge Hotel junction would be addressed as part of this,
after the Grand Arcade scheme was well under way. We will
also be asking the Council what traffic management measures
are planned for 2003–2005 at £600,000 per year.
Attendees at the Ely meeting were assured that the Full LTP will
not be ‘cast in stone’ for five years. There will be an annual
review process, which we welcome.
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In summarising the meeting, we were told that a ‘staggering
range of ideas’ had been put forward. I think the acid test of
success for this Forum process will only be clear when we see
the extent to which these ideas are adopted in the full LTP this
summer.

Cycling and walking strategy
As part of the LTP, the County Council has to produce a cycling
and walking strategy. These are lagging a little behind the main
planning process. After a consultation meeting last year (see
Newsletter 28), we have been told that a draft cycling and
walking strategy, largely in ‘bullet point’ form, has been
circulated internally in the Council.
As we went to press, mid May, we received our copy of this
draft, but have not studied it yet. We have already been told
about its key features. Its objectives are to
encourage walking and cycling as alternatives
to the car and as worthwhile activities in their
own right. Desirable outcomes are stated
principally as improved safety and health, and
a modal shift. The draft sets out positive
(attractors) and negative (detractors) to
walking and cycling, and the strategy aims to
increase attractors and decrease detractors.
The cycling and walking strategy will, we
understand, recognise the importance of
asking users for their opinions. This is a
welcome feature, and one which we had
lobbied hard to have included. (The ‘customer
care’ devoted to Park & Ride we felt
contrasted sharply with the way in which cyclists are
considered.)
While the National Cycling Strategy is seeking a doubling of trips
over 6 years, it seems unlikely that any local authority has taken
or will take this seriously. Cambridgeshire’s target is likely to be
a 1% increase in modal share per annum, which is equivalent to
a respectable 38% increase in trips over 5 years.
However, it was apparent that, once again, the strategy is
focusing heavily on cycling and not on the road environment in
which cyclists operate. In particular, traffic speed and perception
of road danger are fundamental disincentives to increasing
walking and cycling levels, and a cycling strategy really ought to
address these head on.

Cycle Review and Cycle Audit
We are likely to see new standards for engineering measures
and evaluation of schemes emerging as part of the strategy
process.
Among these are Cycle Review and Cycle Audit. These are
formal methodologies for deciding what to do and whether it has
been done well. They complement the safety audits already
done, but focus on ‘level of service’ (or quality, in plain English).
We reviewed these in Newsletter 20.
There has been some reluctance to use Cycle Review and Cycle
Audit because they take up officers’ time, therefore adding to
scheme costs and delays. However, the LTP guidance supports
these methodologies, and the County Council is starting to
consider newer schemes using them.
Along the way, it has been suggested that interest groups could
be involved in Cycle Review and Cycle Audit. Perhaps we should
set up a consultancy services group!
Clare Macrae
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Campaign Diary
June

Thur 1

8.30 am Newsletter 30 review meeting, at Tatties café

Sun 4

Cambridge Wheel sponsored bike ride in aid of Action Research. Choice of roughly 28 or 43 mile circular
routes ! (01473) 219499 " camwheel@actionr14.freeserve.co.uk

Tue 6

7.30 pm

Open meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane, at the Park Street junction. (Tea and coffee, a chance
to chat, and for us to introduce ourselves to new members for the first half-hour. The meeting itself starts at
8 pm.)

Sun 11

2 pm

Leisurely ride. Meet at Brookside, near Lensfield Road. A countryside ride at a gentle pace. Includes a tea
shop or café stop. We are usually back in Cambridge by 6 pm. Don’t be confused by the longer CTC
afternoon ride, which sets off at the same time.

Wed 14 7.30 pm

Millennium Festival of Cycling subgroup meeting, at 100 Thoday Street, Cambridge. 7.00 pm for 7.30

Sat 17–Sun 25

Arrive by Bike – get discounted admission at many tourist attractions throughout East Anglia

Sat 17–Thur 22

Chocolate Chain and Golden Bell Awards 2000

Sat 17

10–3

Dr. Bike – Free cycle health checks. Guildhall Street, Cambridge

Sun 18

8 am

CTC Reliability Ride. 100 miles in 9 hours, or start at 9 am and do it in 8 hours

Sat 17–Sun 25 June 2000: the Millennium Festival of Cycling

Mon 19–Sun 25

Ride The Net

Mon 19–Sat 24

Photo Exhibition at Cambridge Central Library. A display of cycling-related photos covering 70 years, by
local cycling legend Donnex Claydon

Mon 19

CTC ride to Shuttleworth Museum. Meet at Brookside – 55 miles

9.30 am

Tues 20 8 to 9 am Free Cyclists’ Breakfast for National Bike to Work Day. Hobbs Pavilion Restaurant, on Parker’s Piece, are
offering breakfast to anyone arriving by bike
Tues 20 9.15 am

CTC Retired Persons (University of the Third Age) ride, leaving Parker’s Piece after free breakfast – 20
miles. Alternatively, meet this ride at 9 am at Brookside

Tues 20 7.20 pm

CTC Mountain Bike evening ride. Meet at Brookside, Lensfield Road, and ride to the Red Lion at Swaffham
Prior

Wed 21 4 am

CTC Dawn Ride and Longest ride. Meet at Brookside and ride to Wandlebury to see the dawn, and then to
the Comfort Café for breakfast – 20 miles

Wed 21 7–9 pm

Cycling in Cambridge: Past, Present and the Future Anglia Polytechnic University, Helmore Building,
Room 803

Wed 21 pm

Sustrans Ride the Net and convergence of cyclists on Midsummer Common. Afternoon civic reception on
the Common

Thur 22

9.30 am

CTC ride to Welney Bird Reserve. Meet at Brookside – 60 miles

Thur 22

7.20 pm

CTC Mountain Bike evening ride. Meet at Brookside, Lensfield Road, and ride to the Hare and Hounds in
Harlton

Fri 23

7.30pm

Awards Dinner. Campaign members are invited to join us for dinner at Hobbs’ Pavilion restaurant, and for
the announcement of the winners of the Golden Bell and Chocolate Chain awards. ! 500902 to book a
place

Fri 23-Sun 25

CTC York Rally

Sat 24 – Sun 25

East of England Cycling Discovery Festival. Ride the Peterborough Millennium Green Wheel on either
day and get a cycling discovery map, choice of routes (9, 18 or 30 miles), vouchers for places to visit en
route, Treasure Hunt for all ages, special wheelchair route, and a small gift for all completing the route –
Start times 10.00 – 12.00. ! (01473) 825621 for more information

Sat 24

10 am

CTC visit to Houghton Mill. Meet at Brookside – 35 miles

Sun 25

2–4 pm

Cyclethon, the Cambridge Festival of Cycling – on Midsummer Common

Sun 25

8.50 am

CTC all-day ride to Great Sampford. Starts from Brookside – 65 miles

Sun 25

2 pm

CTC afternoon ride to Wendens Ambo. Meet at Brookside – 40 miles

Sun 25

5 pm

A special showing of Hoffman’s light-hearted film version of A Midsummer Night’s Dream at the Arts
Picture House, Cambridge. Bookings ! 504444

Tue 27

7.30 pm

Cycle Parking subgroup meeting at 3 Bentinck Street, Cambridge

June-July 2000
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July
Sun 2
Tue 4

Ninth Heritage Sponsored Bike Ride in aid of Action Research. A 50 or 25 mile circular ride starting and
finishing at the Upper Green, Long Melford, near Sudbury, Suffolk. ! (01473) 219499 for information
7.30 pm

Sat 8
Sun 9

Open meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane. See 6 June for description
Newsletter 31 deadline. Please send copy to Mark Irving

2 pm

Leisurely Ride. Meet at Brookside, near Lensfield Road. See 11 June for description

Sun 23

London to Cambridge bike ride, in aid of Breakthrough Breast Cancer. Bike Events Ltd ! (01225) 480130
" events@breakthrough.org.uk

Wed 26 7.30 pm

Newsletter Stuffing at 8 Thirleby Close. Help very much welcomed!

August

Other organisations

Tue 1

7.30 pm

Open meeting, Friends’ Meeting House,
Jesus Lane. See 6 June for description

Sun 13

2 pm

Leisurely Ride. Meet at Brookside, near
Lensfield Road. See 11 June for
description

Addenbrooke’s Bicycle User Group
Colin Carr, ! 216726 # 216862 " cc232@hermes.cam.ac.uk

Leisurely Ride. Meet at Brookside, near
Lensfield Road. See 11 June for
description

Cambridge City Council ! 457000
(Direct line for reporting potholes, trenches and similar problems
in Cambridge ! 458260)

Sun 27

2 pm

September

Sun 3

Tue 5

Ride the Wheel 2000 – Cycling
Crossword Team Competition. The
launch of the Peterborough Millennium
Green Wheel, with a competition for
teams of 6 people. For entry forms,
contact Peterborough Environment City
Trust, High Street, Fletton,
Peterborough, PE2 8DT. (01733)
760890.
7.30 pm

Sat 9
Sun 10

Sun 24

Newsletter 32 deadline. Please send
copy to Mark Irving
2 pm

2 pm

Fri 22

Wed

Open meeting, Friends’ Meeting House,
Jesus Lane. See 6 June for description

Leisurely Ride. Meet at Brookside, near
Lensfield Road. See 11 June for
description
Leisurely Ride. Meet at Brookside, near
Lensfield Road. See 11 June for
description
European Car Free Day. Co-ordinated
by the ETA – for information, see
http://www.eta.co.uk/ and http://www.22
september.org/

7.30 pm

Newsletter Stuffing at 8 Thirleby Close.
Help very much welcomed!

! Telephone number (01223) if omitted # fax " e-mail address

Cambridge Area Bus Users’ Campaign (CamBUC)
c/o Cambridge Friends of the Earth, 1a Felton Street, Cambridge
CB1 2EE
! 527028 or 245533 # 527028 " cambuc@bigfoot.com
Cambridge Friends of the Earth
1a Felton Street Cambridge, CB1 2EE
! 517509 " camfoe@telinco.co.uk
http://www.telinco.co.uk/camfoe/index.htm
Cambridgeshire County Council ! 717111
(Road Safety ! 717385; potholes south of Cambridge !
833717; potholes north of Cambridge ! (01353) 667826)
Cycle-Friendly Employers and Travel for Work schemes
David Meiklejohn, 9 Portugal Place, Cambridge CB5 8AF
! 712429 " David@cfe.org.uk
http://www.cfe.org.uk/
CTC (Cyclists’ Touring Club) Cambridge District Association
Sue Taylor, Secretary ! 563414
http://www.cam.net.uk/home/irving/ctcinfo.html
The Slower Speeds Initiative
PO Box 746, Norwich NR2 3LJ
http://www.speed-campaign-info.fsnet.co.uk/
Sustrans – Nigel Brigham
The Environment & Energy Centre, 33a Westgate, Peterborough
PE1 1PZ
! (01733) 319981 # (01733) 346902 " nigelb@sustrans.org.uk
South Cambridgeshire District Council ! 443000

Stop Press
Great news! The County Council has recently put all
its committee agendas and minutes online. They have
even included two years’ worth of minutes. We will be
asking the City Council to make their committee
documents available in the same way.
http://www.camcnty.gov.uk/sub/commins/index.htm

Team Cambridge
A club for all forms of cycle racing.
Graeme Osler ! 441920 "
graeme@teamcambridge.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.teamcambridge.freeserve.co.uk/
Traffic wardens, Parkside police station ! 358966
Transport 2000 Cambridgeshire and West Suffolk
Simon Norton, Co-ordinator ! 312654 "
S.Norton@dpmms.cam.ac.uk
http://www.msunion.org/t2000/
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Your streets this month
Please help us by sending your comments to the person named
at the end of each item, as well as to us.

speeds have not reduced, apparently, and alternatives are
sought. The road is included in the Romsey 20 mph zone. Most
people who replied on the subject on our email discussion group
favoured removing the islands, but many thought there needed
to be some means to keep speeds down.

…and the good news
The traffic calming scheme proposed for Grange Road has
been modified, partly in response to our vehement objections,
and partly because of lack of funds. There will still be a series of
single-lane road narrowings, with directional priority, along the
length of Grange Road. However these will now have cycle
by-pass lanes on both sides, and a raised table for cars in the
middle. There will also be cycle lanes on both sides between
Barton Road and Sidgwick Avenue and between Herschel Road
and Madingley Road.
Other aspects of the scheme remain broadly unchanged: a ban
on parking (and stopping) in Grange Road, raised tables at the
main junctions, a ramped zebra crossing near Clarkson Road
and the closure of Wilberforce Road. The proposal for traffic
signals at the Madingley Road junction also remains unchanged.
The revised scheme appears to address our main concern in
that southbound cyclists will no longer be forced onto the
pavement. However it does appear that the proposal to upgrade
the shared-use pavement has been dropped because of lack of
funds. Comments to John Isherwood.

It seems that these islands in Cromwell Road cause problems
for everyone

The bad news…
Proposals for the Elizabeth Way–Chesterton Road
Roundabout include fewer lanes on the roundabout, modified
approach angles, left-turn lanes on all four approaches and an
assortment of cycle facilities. (See the article in this newsletter.)
Comments to Malcolm Mugridge.
Two new traffic islands in Queen’s Road will create pinch points
for cyclists. One, near St John’s College, will provide a width of
only 4 m, which is the minimum acceptable for cyclists. The
other, near Trinity College, will provide a scary 3.7 m. Comments
to Richard Preston.
A left-turn lane has been introduced on Victoria Avenue
southbound. Comments to Richard Preston.

…news…
Newmarket Road is to be widened to provide an extra lane for
buses and Park & Ride users, with improved cycle tracks
alongside. (See the article in this newsletter.) Comments to Alan
Middlebrook.
There is a suggestion that the traffic islands which periodically
separate the cycle lane in Cromwell Road from the rest of the
road should be removed. This is because motorists apparently
race for the next gap – there is not room for two cars to pass –
and then they swerve into the cycle lane.
A mandatory cycle lane was installed in Cromwell Road when
the general Romsey traffic calming was introduced, despite
knowing that motorists would have to encroach into it. Traffic

A substantial package of bus priority measures, traffic
management measures and cycle facilities has been proposed
for Trumpington Road and Trumpington High Street. (See the
article in this newsletter.) Comments to Richard Preston.
The Highways Agency has published proposals for a cycle
bridge over the A14 at Milton. Comments to the Highways
Agency.
The County Council is proposing to convert three one-way
streets so that they can be used by cyclists in both directions:
Bene’t Street, Hope Street and the eastern end of Burleigh
Street (see the article in this newsletter). Comments to Richard
Preston.
The sign that shows that you can cycle in Green Street at all
times has at last been reinstated.

Addresses for comments
Richard Preston, Team Leader (Cambridge Projects), Mailbox
ET1028, Environment and Transport, Cambridgeshire County
Council, Castle Court, Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 0AP.
Malcolm Mugridge, Assistant Engineer Accident Investigation,
Mailbox ET1018, Environment and Transport, Cambridgeshire
County Council, Castle Court, Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 0AP.
Alan Middlebrook, Project Officer, Mailbox ET1017,
Environment and Transport, Cambridgeshire County Council,
Castle Court, Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 0AP.
John Isherwood, Senior Engineer, Cambridge City Council, The
Guildhall, Cambridge CB2 3JQ.
Highways Agency, Heron House, Goldington Road, Bedford
MK40 3LL

