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If you like what you see in this newsletter,
you can add your voice to those of our
other 600 members, and join the
Campaign.
Membership costs are low: £7.50
individual, £3.50 unwaged, £12
household. For this, you get six
newsletters a year, discounts at several
bike shops, and optional third-party
liability insurance. Please get in touch if
you want to hear more.
Cambridge Cycling Campaign was
formed in 1995 to provide a voice for
cyclists in our area. We are not a cycling
club, but an organisation of volunteers
campaigning for the rights of cyclists and
promoting cycling in and around
Cambridge. We lobby for better
conditions, safer roads and increased
convenience for cycling.
Visit us ar our stall in Cambridge Market
Square outside the Guildhall on Saturday
mornings. This is an important contact
point for us, and volunteers are always
needed to help. Come to our regular
meetings, on the first Tuesday of each
monthat the Friends’ Meeting House,
Jesus Lane, Cambridge. We start
informally, with tea and coffee at 7.30;
the main meeting starts at 8.00 pm
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The CTC has produced an excellent
briefing paper on the changes in law
enforcement which took place at the start
of August, allowing police to issue £20
Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) to cyclists
riding illegally on pavements.
It states that:

z

z
z

It is not clear whether all pavements
are covered. The Highways Act 1835,
Section 72, created the offence of
cycling on the pavement. It specifies
that the offence applies to ‘any
footpath or causeway by the side of
the road.’ It is not applicable within
pedestrianised areas: those cycling
within such areas may be guilty of
contravening a Traffic Regulation
Order, but they have not offended the
1835 Act and therefore cannot be
issued with an FPN.
Police cannot issue FPNs to anyone
under the age of 16.
It is not an ‘an the spot’ fine. The
notice can be issued immediately by
a police officer, but payment must be
made by post within a specified
period.

412006

Membership Secretary
Liaison Officer – David Earl
Stall Officer –
Sarah Elsegood

Come and meet your fellow Campaign members at our Christmas Party at
Oldham Hall, Lucy Cavendish College, Lady Margaret Road on Tuesday 21
December from 8.00 pm, and celebrate another year’s successful campaigning.
It’s a chance for everyone to get together, especially those who haven’t been able
to get to other Campaign events. Meet new friends, greet old ones, and relax and
enjoy yourself. Wine and juice will be provided, but members are welcome to bring
along other drinks if they prefer. Cost: £3 per person OR bring along some dry
pre-packaged food, such as crisps, nuts, biscuits, etc.
RSVP to Sarah Elsegood
366152 sae22@cam.ac.uk

504095

 camcycle@pobox.co.uk

Anyone issued with an FPN must
respond within the specified period.
Failure to do so removes the right to
dispute the notice, and the fine will
increase.

The Home Office Minister at the time of
the changes, Paul Boateng, told Ben
Bradshaw, MP, Chair of the All Party
Parliamentary Cycle Group:

‘The introduction of the fixed
penalty is not aimed at responsible
cyclists who sometimes feel obliged
to use the pavement out of fear of
the traffic, and who show
consideration to other pavement
users when doing so. Chief police
officers, who are responsible for
enforcement, acknowledge that
many cyclists, particularly children
and young people, are afraid to
cycle in the road… sensitivity and
careful use of police discretion is
required’.
The CTC can be contacted at:

Cotterell House, 69 Meadrow,
Godalming, Surrey, GU7 3HS
(01483) 417217
http://www.ctc.org.uk/
Clare Macrae
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At the start of October local councillors
organised a meeting to discuss Gilbert
Road, and the problems for cyclists of
cars parked in the advisory cycle lanes.
The afternoon began with talks on
Sustrans’ Safe Routes to Schools
projects, both nationally and locally,
followed by a presentation on injury data
for the road. There were six collisions
involving cyclists over the last six years.
In comparison, one stretch of Mill Road
has had over 20 collisions in the same
period.

http://www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/camcycle
E-mail

z

The rest of the session involved group
discussions about the problems and

possible solutions, followed by feedback.
One thing was very clear – many, many
people are very concerned about the
increased speed and volume of traffic on
Gilbert Road. Towards the end,
councillors held a vote on whether people
were in favour of improving cycle safety,
by making the cycle lane mandatory. The
response was overwhelmingly in favour,
with only four ‘no’s. However, people
seemed to want more imaginative
solutions to their traffic problems than just
mandatory cycle lanes.
Clare Macrae
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The long-awaited Cambridge Cycle Route
Map was launched at the University of
Cambridge’s Freshers’ Fair at the start of
October, when copies were given to
thousands of new students.

I’d like to say a huge thank you to the
many Campaign members who have
given so much time to this project,
helping to plan the map and survey the
city. Thanks are also due to the County
Council, who funded the map, and to
Adhoc Publishing, who did the colourful
design and printing.
The Council distributed all 10,000 copies
of the map within a month, and so it is
preparing for a second print run already.
Campaign members who get the printed
Newsletter will find the map inserted with
this issue. Members who read the web
version are welcome to collect a map
from our Saturday stall, or ask us to post
you a copy. Non-members are welcome
to send us a stamped addressed
envelope for a copy (while stocks last!)
Clare Macrae

Nigel Deakin (who co-ordinated our Maps sub-group) and
Jemma Little (of Cambridgeshire County Council) at the Press
Launch at Freshers’ Fair
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As a group, we’ve been to the
Netherlands, to York (in a massive
thunderstorm), and to Oxford in the last
couple of years. Now, at Easter next year,
we are planning a trip to Denmark,
probably with the city of Odense as the
focus, to look at the way people cycle and
provide for cyclists there.
Would you like to join us?
For those that want to, we could turn this
into a mini-holiday too. It’s about 100
miles from the ferry port at Esjberg (itself
a sizeable town) to Odense, and another
100 miles or so to Copenhagen, so
eminently rideable over several days. This
would allow us to take our own bikes. On

the other hand, you could fly for a long
weekend, which is actually cheaper.
Costs would be likely to be in the range of
£200 or so minimum for a long weekend
(flights and accommodation) to say £450
for a week or so.
I’d like to get an idea of numbers before
Christmas, so please let me know if you
are interested. No final commitment
needed at this stage, but we can probably
get cheaper flights booking earlier or ferry
discounts for a group booking if enough
people can come.
Contact us: email camcycle@pobox.co.uk
or phone 504095. Hope to hear from you.
David Earl
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To reach members of the committee, feel free to e-mail
camcycle@pobox.co.uk, or phone 504095, as always.

This year’s AGM was well-attended, and began with a very
informative and thought-provoking talk by John Franklin. John is
chair of the Cycle Campaign Network and was the secretary of
the Milton Keynes Cycle Users’ Group. He is the author of the
book Cyclecraft. He spoke on the subject ‘Enabling and
encouraging people to cycle’. His paper is available on our Web
site, and is highly recommended reading for anyone involved in
‘providing’ for cyclists. It would not be possible to do it justice in
a Newsletter summary, so please do grab a copy from our stall,
or look at:
http://www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/camcycle/campaigning/
JohnFranklinAGM1999.html
Other items to report from the AGM: Our membership rates
have remained unchanged since the Campaign was formed over
four years ago. However, as our activities have increased, and
the Newsletter has grown in size, we are now only just breaking
even, and campaigning activities are constrained. With this in
mind, the meeting voted to make the following changes to our
membership rates:

z
z
z

Cycling Campaign membership up to 1 November 1999

Unwaged: from £3.00 per year to £3.50
Waged: from £6.00 per year to £7.50
Household: from £10.00 per year to £12.00

The Newsletter cover price has also gone up from 80p to £1. We
hope members will agree that this still represents good value for
money.
In the elections, all six officers were re-appointed for another
year.
One change for next year: we weren’t able to give members
enough notice of the AGM, because it came so soon after
Newsletter distribution. Apologies to those who actually received
their Newsletter on the day of the AGM itself, or even later.
We’ve decided to hold future AGMs in November, to give us
more time to prepare for it properly.

0HPEHUVKLS
Now that the membership rates have been updated, we’ve
produced a new membership form, which we are distributing
with this Newsletter. Membership currently stands at 635. One
of the questions asked at the AGM was whether we are still keen
to grow in size – to which the answer is still an emphatic ‘Yes,
please!’ So, if you know of anyone who might be interested in
joining, please tell them about the Campaign.

7DONLQJ WHFKQRORJ\
We’ve resisted setting up an e-mail list for some time, in
deference to those members without access to e-mail. But with
so many members now connected, and with eGroups providing
such an easy way to keep in touch, we have launched a
discussion forum for Campaign members, for general
discussions of cycling issues in and around Cambridge. To
subscribe, send a message to
camcycle-subscribe@egroups.com, or go to the e-group’s home
page at http://www.egroups.com/list/camcycle. Once
subscribed, if you register on the egroups.com Web site, you’ll
be able to see the archive of messages sent so far, and choose
to receive the messages individually, in a digest, or on the Web.

1HZVOHWWHU SURGXFWLRQ
Careful readers of the Diary page might have noticed a small
change recently: we’ve moved newsletter-stuffing night from
Fridays to Wednesdays. We publish the Newsletter every two
months, ensuring that subjects arising from the previous
monthly meeting can be covered, and always finishing it in time
for delivery by the following monthly meeting. However, we
recently decided that there were simply just not enough hours
and days available to keep to this schedule (whilst
simultaneously juggling day-jobs and home lives), so we’ve
given ourselves five extra days for production each time. This
might mean newsletters arrive slightly later in future, but
hopefully most should still arrive just in time for the meeting.
We always welcome contributions to the Newsletter. We are
particularly keen to receive ideas and contributions about:

z
z
z

‘Your Way’ – about your regular cycle journey
carrying children of varying ages by bike
everyday, practical clothing for cycling

If you are considering contributing, feel free to let us know ahead
of time, for advice and comments. As a rule of thumb, we fit 750
words per page (including photos), so that’s a good maximum
length. Recent photos are also welcome, though digital camera
pictures need to be 1152 x 864 pixels or bigger. And if there’s
anyone out there with cartooning skills, we’d really like to talk to
you!
We would also be pleased to hear from anyone with copyediting experience and a few hours to spare, especially if you
have e-mail access, and a recent version of Microsoft Word. We
would very much like to share the workload.
And finally, if you feel like an entertaining, and somewhat less
skilled job: we can always use help stuffing envelopes. A couple
of extra pairs of hands can make quite a difference. The next
date is Wednesday 26 January, and it’s at 8 Thirleby Close. In
the meantime, happy reading!
Clare Macrae
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Do they do things better in Oxford? That was the question we
wanted to answer in this autumn’s ‘fact-finding’ weekend. In
1997 we visited Groningen in the Netherlands, to find out what it
was like for cyclists there. Last year we went to York. This year
we decided to go to Oxford, a city which has many similarities

Oxford High Street. The daytime closure of this road to all traffic
except buses, taxis and cycles is a key element of Oxford’s
Transport Strategy. The council decided that installing rising
bollards here would cause too much delay to buses, so the
restriction is currently enforced only by signs and by regular
police checks. Enforcement cameras will, however, be
introduced soon.

We also heard
much about the
new County
Cycling Strategy.
Here, Oxfordshire
is ahead of
Cambridgeshire,
which is only just
starting
consultation on a
new cycling
strategy.
Oxfordshire’s
County Cycling
Strategy is an
impressive
100-page
document, and we
will be looking at it
closely.
Nigel Deakin

Donnington Bridge, south of the city
centre. This is an another alternative route
to the High Street for motor traffic. Here,
road space has been reallocated to
cyclists in a the most direct way possible,
by laying a line of paving stones along the
road to create a two-way cycle track on
what was formerly part of the main
carriageway. There’s also a cycle lane on
the other side of the road.

with Cambridge (most obviously, many thousands of cyclists).
We met campaigners from the local Friends of the Earth group
who showed us round and gave us an update on how transport
and cycle issues are developing there.

St Cross Road, just north
of the city centre. This is
the most obvious
alternative to the High
Street for motor vehicles.
Oxfordshire has introduced
traffic calming (mainly
speed cushions) and
on-carriageway cycle lanes
along the whole length of
this route. In places, the
cycle lanes are reinforced
by the use of raised rubber
strips.

There’s a lot happening in Oxford,
we discovered. The big idea over
there at the moment is the
‘Oxford Transport Strategy’,
whose aim is ‘to achieve
significant environmental
improvements in Oxford city
centre, whilst allowing continued
growth of the city centre
economy.’ It’s not unlike our own
Core Traffic Scheme, not least in
its emphasis on further city centre
traffic restrictions. We did notice
an interesting difference,
however. In both Oxford and
Cambridge, the closure of roads
in the city centre has increased
the traffic on alternative routes. In
Oxford, however, the council has
taken steps to mitigate the effect
on cyclists of this extra traffic, by
reallocating road space to cyclists
on these alternative routes. This
contrasts with the situation in
Cambridge, where our pleas for
improvements for cyclists in
Victoria Road, Mitcham’s Corner,
Maid’s Causeway and East Road
have been mostly ignored.

Botley Road Bridge, on the main route into the city from the
west. This narrow bridge has been widened by adding separate
pedestrian bridges (not shown) on either side, and converting
the original pavement into a cycle lane. Because there are lots of
services underneath, a raised kerb has been installed to prevent
cars encroaching onto the cycle lane. We were impressed by the
way that this scheme provided physical segregation in what was
essentially an on-road cycle facility.

Marston Road. A cycle track with priority over side roads!
Apparently this was done quite a few years ago. The use of
colour made the cycle track very clear. We tried it out, and it
worked – a car waited for us.
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On 14 October the County
Council did a carefully monitored
experiment in Magdalene Street
to see if it might be possible to
increase the desperately narrow
pavements on both sides of the
road outside the college without
too much impact on traffic. Cycle
safety was particularly in Council
officers’ minds.

I watched what happened for about half an hour. Apart from the
early disaster of one of the signs being demolished by a vehicle
hitting it, there didn’t seem to be much conflict or impatience. Of
course people behave differently when they know they are being
watched (especially by a policeman in uniform). But a video was
also made from a window of Magdalene College on the day
when no one was visibly present. One thing that struck me was

A final scheme would pave the
street properly and raise the road
level past the college. For the
experiment, though, a crude but
effective measure of putting down
railway sleepers to narrow the
road was employed.

Makeshift signs mark the
Magdalene Street
experiment

As the resulting carriageway was
then only wide enough for one
vehicle, the fairly long length was
signed to give priority to in-bound
traffic . In fact, many buses (since
the bollards, these are now
second only to cycles here) had
already been doing this informally
as it was too narrow to allow
them to pass each other easily.

There is room for a bike and a bus to pass… just. As things
stand now, there is barely room for pedestrians to pass each
other.

A possible new look for Bridge Street at Quayside, and at the
mini-roundabout by the bollards, which would operate in both
directions, thereby removing the much-commented-on way in
which buses swing around the present islands into cyclists’ path
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The Magdalene Street proposals are part of a wider exemplary
consultation exercise which has been going on for some time to
improve the appearance and amenity of the Bridge Street route.
An exhibition has now been held showing proposals arising from
the consultation. As well as giving pedestrians more space, one
of the aims of the scheme is to try to make people feel that the
streets are part of the City Centre.

The Clarendon Street junction will have diagonal cycle markings
across it to try to emphasise to drivers turning out of Park
Terrace that some cyclists are going to head for the corner to
get onto the heavily used contraflow cycle track alongside
Parker’s Piece.
how often there was actually no one at all in the restricted
section, even at 9.30 am.

Kings Parade work is nearing completion.
There was room for a cycle and a bus to pass, though with
perhaps a less than comfortable margin. Inevitably, most
cyclists continued through the narrowing in both directions, and
most vehicles did not give priority to cyclists who were supposed
to have it.
It’s not clear to us whether a cyclist who can pass another
vehicle is failing to give that vehicle priority anyway (and
vice-versa). It will be important to clarify this in case of any legal
action in the event of a collision should the final scheme go
ahead, as seems likely. And more important, we need to make
sure there is an escape route so that if a cyclist is confronted by
an aggressive driver, there is somewhere to get out of the way.
The plans foresee a flush surface from building to building, with
bollards to keep vehicles off the pedestrian section. But if there
was even a small kerb, a cyclist needing the escape route could
come a cropper.
A lower speed limit, together with a different road surface,
should emphasise the delicate nature of the final arrangement,
and keep drivers and cyclists cautious.

Also in the City Centre, work has continued to complete the
physical measures to support the Emmanuel Road barriers,
including at the Parkside–Clarendon Street junction. These still
have some way to go.
In Kings Parade, work is well advanced in re-laying the surface
to widen pavements and pave the area by Great St Mary’s
Church. While the setts are a little bumpy under-wheel, they’re
not nearly so bad as Green Street where the camber makes it
much more difficult to cycle. A slight rattle in Kings Parade is
perhaps a small price to pay for its much improved appearance,
and for reduced traffic in the rest of the street. The access into
Senate House Passage is also much easier because there is
virtually no kerb now.
It is noticeable that there is still a great deal of evening car
parking in King's Parade, even before work is complete.
David Earl

:HE ZDWFK
New on the World Wide Web…
Cambridge Cycle Friendly Employers Web Site:
http://www.cfe.org.uk/
The CTC’s extremely informative Autumn 1999 campaigning
newsletter, CycleDigest: http://www.ctc.org.uk/digest23/
The Sustrans website has undergone a major revamp:
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/

Full marks to Addenbrooke’s Hospital for providing temporary
cycle parking during major building work. We have asked the City
Council to ensure that the same is done in the city centre, if the
Grand Arcade scheme goes ahead.

Sustrans’ Ride The Net millennium event has its own site:
http://www.ridethenet.co.uk/home.html
Clare Macrae
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Almost every working day I travel to and from work by bike. For the last eight years or so I’ve lived in the north-western half of
Gilbert Road, near the traffic lights at the cross-roads with Stretten Avenue and Carlton Way. This is a description of the two-mile
journey that I make to Abbey Walk, near the Dobblers Inn in the St Matthew’s area of Cambridge.
This journey begins with a right turn from my drive onto Gilbert
Road itself, watching out for pavement cyclists (only one
collision so far!) and proceeds across the said traffic lights.
This junction has recently been improved (as noted in recent
newsletters) and the new lights are far more responsive to
approaching cyclists than the ones they replaced. A fast
downhill run now follows to the junction with Milton Road. Here
I turn left, although the majority of traffic, both two- and
four-wheeled, goes right. While waiting for the lights to change,
it is interesting to observe the many approaches that cyclists
have to the act of turning right. This left turn is immediately
followed by a right into Herbert Street and this has sometimes
seemed the most dangerous part of the whole journey.
The addition of the Milton Road bus lane has made the other
traffic lanes rather narrow, so as I approach Herbert Street,
having signalled, and correctly positioned myself to turn right,
there is sometimes not enough room for motor traffic to pass
to my left. Occasionally, parked cars add further obstruction.
Now, to be fair, most drivers slow down to cycling speed and
wait, but sometimes – once every few months – the driver behind is one for whom slowing down
for a cyclist is clearly utterly infra dig and so he (invariably he) will take the only other option and
attempt to pass to the right – arrrgh! This was quite frightening the first time it happened, but I’ve
grown wise to it now and rely heavily on my rear view mirror at this point (a Mirrycle saves my life…). Usually, a repeated signal will
stop them in their tracks, but there seems to be a sub-species of Homo Whitevanus where it’s better just to wait and let them pass,
while contemplating the natural course of evolution. Perhaps a double white line centre marking would help here.
If I survive Milton Road–Herbert Street alive, the remainder of
the journey is straightforward, pleasant even, though several
obstacles remain. Down Herbert Street (‘single-track road with
passing place’) to Chesterton Road is the next stretch. Herbert
Street is closed off at its lower end with an early example of a
rat-run-stopper, viz. one with no proper provision for cyclists.
Since there are convenient dropped kerbs and no pedestrian
exits, I (and most other cyclists) do the pragmatic thing and
take to the pavement for a few metres. There is a lot of cycle
traffic through this constriction and the whole area is really a
bit of a mess, with all surfaces in poor condition. It would be
good for this closure to be opened for cyclists and the area
generally tidied up. Another problem here, despite the double
yellow lines, is haphazardly parked cars – worse since a used
car operation started trading from the garage on the corner.
On emerging from the lower stub of Herbert Street, I cross Chesterton Road, jiggling slightly to
the left into Ferry Path. No problems here, other than a long wait sometimes for a gap in the
motor traffic as it emerges from the Mitcham’s Corner raceway. Then it’s left into Hamilton Road
and right into Pretoria Road. Here be potholes. Pretoria Road seems to be the pothole epicentre
of Cambridge – I have a hypothesis that it’s some sort of urban subduction zone. For most of the
summer there were some real whoppers of instant ‘rider on
the road, front wheel in a skip’ proportions. They have been
filled now, although I expect some more will be along soon.
Then it’s over the Fort St George footbridge (affording a little
exercise for the front derailleur and small chainring) and left
toward the river-side path.
This involves passing the
Midsummer House
restaurant, where
occasionally delivery
vehicles will completely
block the path, requiring an
excursion through the mud.
A small hard-standing area
for the restaurant would be
welcome. It hardly needs
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Two short, easy cycle rides suitable for all ages.

*UDQWFKHVWHU 0HDGRZV 
PLOHV HDFK ZD\
saying that the ride heading east along
by the river is the best part of the trip –
in which other city could you cycle to
work through a

field of cattle? Concrete soon
approaches again though, in the form of
the Elizabeth Way bridge, which, after
whizzing over those award winning cattle
grids,
I
pass
under
and
turn
right
to
head up Abbey Road.
At the top of Abbey Road comes the
challenge of crossing Newmarket Road.
I’ve experimented with various
approaches to this over the years, but
now settle for joining the dual-use
pavement (after dodging the rather odd
and unwelcome diagonal barrier on the
corner) as far as the pedestrian
crossing. Having crossed here, it’s then
another short pavement hop to join
Abbey Street next to the Five Bells pub.
This is another area where a significant
volume of cycle traffic struggles through
inadequate facilities. A proper
signal-controlled cycle crossing across
Newmarket Road would be very nice to
see
(OK,
tell me I’m dreaming). The short run
across New Street into York Street and
Abbey Walk completes the journey. It
usually takes about 15 minutes in all.
The return trip (same route) is usually
uneventful. At the restaurant, the morning delivery vans are sometimes
replaced by evening taxis, presumably for the benefit of people who are too
important to be able to walk over the footbridge. The right turn from Milton
Road into Gilbert Road would be easier and quicker if the traffic lights here
had an exclusive right-turn phase. As it is, you have to turn right in the face
of oncoming traffic, which usually means
waiting in the middle of the junction until
the lights are red again.
Despite all the niggles though, my way is
a nice journey to work. Commute by
car? – not on your Nelly!
Andy Wade

A lovely ride through beautiful meadows. Take a
picnic, eat at the Orchard Tea Shop or visit one
of Grantchester’s many pubs.
Start from Mill Lane. Cross the footbridge onto
Sheep’s Green and follow the River Cam upstream.
Turn first right across two small footbridges, then left
by the old mill. Go over Fen Causeway and follow
the path across Lammas Land to the traffic lights on
the far side. Here, take the second left into
Grantchester Street. At the end turn right into
Grantchester Meadows. This ends in a car park. At
the far end, a traffic-free path leads all the way to
Grantchester.

0LOWRQ &RXQWU\ 3DUN  PLOHV
HDFK ZD\
An easy-to-follow ride along the river. Take a
picnic.
Start at Jesus Lock on Jesus Green. Keeping the
river on your left, follow the River Cam downstream.
First pass under Victoria Avenue Bridge onto
Midsummer Common. Then go under Elizabeth Way
Bridge onto Riverside. At the end of Riverside,
continue onto Stourbridge Common until you come
to a footbridge. Dismount and cross the bridge,
which brings you opposite the Green Dragon Pub.
Turn right and follow Water Street and then Fen
Road for a short distance before rejoining the river
path just past the Pike and Eel pub. With the river on
your right this time, follow the river to Baits Bite
Lock. Just after the lock, turn left and cross the
railway to Milton Country Park.

)XUWKHU DILHOG
Fancy going a bit further? See the Campaign Diary
on the back page for details of our monthly leisurely
afternoon rides. Longer and faster rides are
organised by the local CTC and by other local
cycling clubs.

/RFN LW« DQG ORVH
LW"
Cambridgeshire police and Trading Standards warn
cyclists that the Spanish-made Luma Shackle 30HU
lock is ineffective, and can be undone with only a
little effort. Cyclists who have bought this lock, which
costs around £12, and have proof of purchase,
should return it to the shop where it was bought.
Luma’s representatives say that they have agreed
not to supply this model in the UK, and that the
problem does not apply to Luma’s other products.
Clare Macrae
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Coldham’s Common has acquired cattle grids. These were
installed in the last couple of months by the City Council around
the dip under the railway bridge in the middle of the common, to

try to stop the animals congregating under the bridge.
Unsurprisingly, people were finding these intimidating. We were
very pleased to see that cattle grids were installed, rather than
swing gates which had been rumoured to be on the cards at one
early stage.
Another cattle grid has been installed at the exit onto Coldham’s
Lane, replacing the need to use the heavy and awkward swing
gate there. Top marks to the Council for these two helpful
measures.

$W &ROGKDP·V /DQH«
The Coldham’s Common path, though somewhat narrow and
bumpy, forms a well used link between Romsey and the Station
in the south and Chesterton and Riverside in the north. It is also
interesting therefore to see that both ends of the path have plans
in the pipeline.

Cattle grids prevent animals blocking the subway under the
railway

In the immediate future, the County Council has a budget to
spend some money on the junction of Coldham’s Lane and
Cromwell Road, just alongside the site of the new cattle grid.
They propose to install traffic lights, in a pretty standard way
(except for a slightly odd ‘U’ turn being included for traffic which
would otherwise want to turn right
out of tiny Coldham’s Road).
Advanced stop lines with approach
lanes are proposed.
Less satisfactory, though, is the
lack of integration with the
Coldham’s Common path. Firstly,
the expectation is that you will turn
into a wheeled pedestrian to use
the junction, rather than the path
being treated as one arm of a
cross roads. If you followed the
designer’s intention, you’d then
ride round the corner of Cromwell
Road on the pavement.
But the desire line is such that a
lot of people simply wouldn’t do
that, but rather try to cross at a
suitable light change. Northbound
it is less clear what you are
intended to do, and cyclists turning
right from the common onto
Coldham’s Lane are not catered
for at all: the assumption seems to
be that all cyclists will go
north-south or east-west.

«DQG DW
1HZPDUNHW 5RDG
At the other side of the common,
tentative plans are being
developed to improve the link
across Newmarket Road railway
bridge giving cyclists access to the
Riverside area and Green Dragon
Bridge. The idea is to take some of
the wide motor vehicle lanes
across the bridge and down to the
pelican crossing and replace with a
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Also in the area, Sustrans and Marshall’s are looking for a way
to provide a link between the Park and Ride site at Newmarket
Road and Riverside, complementing Newmarket Road itself. If
there were actually any bike racks at the Park and Ride site, this
would then provide a pleasant, relatively car-free ride into the
city.
David Earl

A cattle grid makes access to the common much easier as well
much wider two-way cycle track, possibly independent of the
footway. As it is hard to cross Newmarket Road further into
town, this is a popular manoeuvre for all kinds of cyclist but the
path is very narrow and has a strange dip in it.
This is part of other improvements planned along Newmarket
Road further out of town. Here, we have been trying to look for a
solution that will provide segregation without the disadvantages
of continual Give Ways at side roads. We may yet be able to
find an answer that will satisfy most people.

This strange arrangement near Newmarket Road railway bridge
could be replaced by a proper cycle track

0RWRUELNHV XSGDWH
The British Motorcyclists’ Federation presented their petition to
the County Council’s Environment and Transport Committee at
the start of November.
The response from Cllr Shona Johnstone, Chairman of the
Committee, was: ‘This request will form part of our review of the
Local Transport Plan which is coming before Councillors in
March 2000. It means that we can consider the contribution that
motorcycles make to getting about in the county and how to
incorporate them in our transport proposals.
‘Between now and then, officers will look at the issues raised by
the petitioners and at other data such as the number of journeys
made by motorbike, road safety statistics and other cities’
experiences with shared use lanes like this.’
The motorbike lobby gives three main reasons for motorcyclists
to be allowed in bus lanes – safety grounds, environmental
grounds, and ‘well, it worked in Bristol’.
There is no doubt that motorcyclists are vulnerable road users,
as are cyclists. But is it acceptable to increase the hazards for
one group, just because another is also vulnerable? I think not.
The motorcycle lobby has not stated where most motorcycle
collisions happen, and how bus lanes will help. We expect that
collisions are concentrated at junctions, so use of bus lanes will
make little difference. More news when we get a response from
the police. Since motorbikes were allowed into bus lanes in
Bristol, fatal motorbike collisions have doubled in the Avon area.

As for environmental claims for motorbikes, these simply do not
hold water. Per passenger mile, motorbikes have roughly the
same level of carbon dioxide emissions as the average car, and
twice that of a small bus. Also, they are not subject to the same
strict emission regulations as cars, and so produce higher levels
of carbon monoxide and unburned hydrocarbons than new cars.
Nor can we accept the assurance that speeding bikes in bus
lanes would get held up by the bus in front. There simply aren’t
enough buses in Cambridge for that to be likely. What about the
congestion argument? It seems to me that use of motorbikes
allows more polluting vehicles to be fitted into our crowded
streets – hardly sustainable transport.
And finally, what of the argument ‘But it has worked fine in
Bristol’. Well, that depends on who you talk to. The minutes we
have been given show that it was too expensive to reverse the
experiment, and much of the support for the experiment came
from outside the area. All the evidence on Bristol seems
inconclusive. But absence of evidence does not mean absence
of a problem.
Clare Macrae
Stop press: a letter in the Cambridge Evening News (9
November) calls for motorcyclists to be allowed to use ‘the
advance stop line boxes’ as well as bus (and cycle) lanes. Sadly,
our prediction in Newsletter 25 seems to be coming true: bus
lanes are not the end of the PTW lobby’s demands.
Mark Irving
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Detailed traffic calming and cycleway plans have now been
published for the Grange Road area. Here are the main
proposals:

z

z
z
z
z
z
z
z
z

At about a dozen places along the length of Grange Road,
the road will be narrowed to reduce it to a single lane, with
give-way lines to show who has priority.
A new northbound cycle lane will be introduced. This will
allow northbound cyclists to bypass the road narrowings.
The new cycle lane will vary in width, with a minimum width
of 1.2 m (which is rather narrow).
For southbound cyclists, the existing shared-use pavement
will be reconstructed and given raised crossings across side
roads (but without priority). The width will be unchanged and
cyclists and pedestrians will not be segregated. Although
intended mainly for southbound cyclists, it will continue to
be two-way.
A 20 mph limit will be introduced on Grange Road.
Wilberforce Road will be closed to motor traffic at a point
south of Clarkson Road.
Traffic signals will be introduced at the Grange Road–Madingley Road junction, with advanced stop lines and
approach lanes.
A toucan crossing will be installed across Madingley Road,
east of Storey’s Way, linking the shared-use pavements on
each side.
A raised table will be constructed at the Adams Road–Burrell’s Walk crossing, with a longer-term plan for traffic
signals here.
It appears the council has gone off their earlier idea
(mentioned in Newsletter 26) of using traffic signals to
control alternate line working along the narrow section
between the Rugby Ground and Herschel Road, because it
would cause ‘too much congestion.’ They will attempt to
achieve a similar result using road narrowings.

We welcome many of these proposals (particularly the 20 mph
limit). However, we are very uneasy about the proposals for
southbound cyclists, who will, we believe, effectively be forced to
use an inadequate shared-use pavement. We say ‘forced’ here
because the road narrowings will be very unpleasant for cyclists
and there will be no other way for southbound cyclists to avoid
them. We say ‘inadequate’ because we simply don’t believe the
pavement is anywhere near wide enough to cope with carrying
all southbound cyclists, a few northbound cyclists, and
pedestrians as well. In some places it is barely 2 m wide. And
with the need to give way at side roads, it will be less convenient

than the road is now. Whilst we know that some cyclists will
prefer even an inadequate off-road facility, we feel that it is
unreasonable to force all cyclists to use it.
The City Council is still seeking comments on these proposals,
which will be on view at the third floor reception at the Guildhall
until the end of November. Work is likely to start next spring and
finish over the summer.
Nigel Deakin

0DNLQJ /LIH
(DVLHU« 
Everyone
knows what
a bungee is,
surely? Or
so I
assumed,
until
recently. If
you’re new
to cycling,
or perhaps if
you’ve only
just
acquired a
carrier rack,
you may not
know about
these
cheap,
flexible,
enormous
elastic
bands with
hooks. Almost anything within reason can be secured to the
carrier with a couple of them, available from bike shops
everywhere.

Ever got a shoelace from your trainers
stuck in the chain? Here’s one way of
avoiding the problem of those extra
long laces, without having to tie a
double bow.
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For everyone who already knows about bungees, but has a
problem with their D-lock rattling in its bracket, here’s an answer
– a mini bungee. Cut all but about an inch away from an ordinary
bungee, unthread the clip and thread it on the short piece. Fold
over the end and secure with a cable tie or two to stop it slipping
through and fasten between lock and frame. Hey presto, no
annoying rattle.
And while
we’re on the
subject of
fastening,
cable ties are
available
from
electrical,
DIY or
hardware
shops.
These
flexible bands are small enough to leave one or two in your back
pocket to replace that awkward mudguard bolt that falls off
somewhere leaving the stay threatening to wrap itself around
your spokes.

1RZ \RX GRQ·W VHH LW DQ\ PRUH«
Call me a night owl, but far too often I find that I know I’m awake
too late by the strains of Sailing By and Gale Force 8 in South
Utseira wafting from Radio 4. It was not unusual therefore to
hear the tail end of the midnight national news on October 13.
The last item was that a complaint about Peugeot from RoSPA
and Cambridge Cycling Campaign had been upheld by the
Advertising Standards Authority.
We knew in advance this was going to happen, but given our
first complaint had registered zero on the national interest scale,
I was surprised indeed to hear it making the national news. And
again at 6 am, 7 am and 8 am the next morning.
The advert was the one I described last time: a splash of water
from a puddle suspended in mid air and no car in sight along the
straight road ahead, as if the car had gone so fast that it had
gone out of sight before the water could subside. The company
said that it was one of a series of ads with the theme ‘magical
disappearances’ (just what you associate with cars, yes?) and
they hadn’t realised it could be associated with implications of
speed (pull the other one). The only words in the advert were
‘Now you see it, now you don’t.’ That sums up the fate of the
advert itself now, I suppose.
I admire the advertising agency’s ingenuity and sophistication. It
is a shame that they can’t put it to more productive use.
There are two more adverts that caught my eye in the Radio
Times for the week of 30 October. The first is for a Jaguar,
employing the same device as so many other car makers at the
moment: a blurred background, to suggest speed. The text
reads ‘Suddenly weekends are a blur again… Ah, the
excitement, the thrill, the uninhibited freedom of yesterday…’.
The car is on the wrong side of the road on a sharp corner.

The second is perhaps even more blatant: an Isuzu 4x4 parked
outside a ‘Bistro Français’. The text is ‘A 4x4 for those who’d
rather dine on snails than drive them. Forget a mollusc-like life
in the slow lane. The 4x4 trooper will take off down the
motorway to your favourite restaurant français at a performance
car 0–62 in 9.2 seconds…’ Fortunate there aren’t any cyclists
around on the motorway then, isn’t it (not too many Bistro
Français service areas either come to that)?
David Earl
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One of the most inconvenient things about using a bike for me is
parking it at home. I have a terraced house with no convenient
way to get a bike to the back except by carrying it through the
house. I have no front garden, and bikes are often vandalised or
stolen if left in the street.
It might help to try providing secure (covered?) parking in the
many residential areas where bike parking at home is not
convenient; back-street pubs also need parking provision. For
example, pay and display parking space is provided in Gwydir
Street, the only demand for which is from pub customers. Many
people refuse to use their bikes to visit the pub because of the
record of theft and vandalism, and perhaps a mix of payand-display car parking and more secure bike parking would, in
the long term, better serve the needs of both residents and
customers. I suspect that only experiment would tell, and more
thought about the various options for implementation is
undoubtedly needed.
On a similar tack, I’m not aware of any obligation on new
residential developments to provide cycle parking, although it’s
clearly an issue for flats and terraces. This is something
planners should consider. (It seems that some kinds of buildings
– e.g. the student hostel once planned near me – have to have
bike parking, but it’s not considered relevant for residential
properties).
Nick Safford

City Council rules do specify the minimum number of ‘secure
cycle spaces’ for all new residential developments.

3DUNLQJ RQ SDYHPHQW
I would echo Liz Cook’s frustrations with the constant pavement
parking outside the Brinton’s garage at the Cherry Hinton
Road–Hills Road junction.
I have received many complaints about this from local residents
and the latest of these were from an elderly gentleman who
walks with a stick. As readers will appreciate, it is dangerous for
anyone to have to walk in the road when cars block the
pavement, even more so if you have difficulties with walking.
I went to see the manager of Brinton’s about a month ago and
heard that it is not Brinton’s staff who park so thoughtlessly, but
people returning cars after test drives. Brinton’s say they have a
member of staff checking the pavement outside the shop
regularly to move any cars parked there, but it is a bit of a losing
battle. I have asked him to ensure that staff remind customers
that they should park in the designated forecourt spaces, not on
the pavement.
On Liz’s suggestion, my next step will be to ask Brinton’s to put
up a sign reminding motorists that this is illegal! Meanwhile, I’d
be interested to hear from Campaign members about any
infringements.
Cllr Amanda Taylor amandataylor@cix.co.uk
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In Newsletter 26 Clare commented on the fact that the double
yellow lines in the Hills Road cycle lane appear to stop motorists
parking on it, and suggested ‘I think adding double yellow lines
to mandatory cycle lanes could be a very economical way of
reducing the scale of the problems posed by illegal parking.’ To

1HZVOHWWHU 

my mind this is quite a complex issue. There are three possible
courses of action and they all seem wrong!
1. Remove the double yellow lines from Hills Road (after all the
cycle lane marking alone is adequate). Result: I am sure most
motorists will say ‘Look, it’s no longer a double-yellow-line area:
I can now park there’.
2. Add double yellow lines to all mandatory cycle lanes. Result:
motorists will say ‘There you are! Only where there are double
yellows is parking forbidden.’ And I doubt it will do anything to
the problem of motorists encroaching on cycle lanes while
moving.
3. Do nothing. Although confusing to motorists who actually
notice the difference between Hills Road and Huntingdon Road
(for instance) this may well be overall the least confusing option.
It is very surprising that no Council official appears to have
considered this issue before the painting of the cycle lane line!
Douglas de Lacey

Well, the only other feedback we had on this article was from a
motorist (who doesn’t cycle) who said ‘The only things all
motorists understand are 30 mph signs, and double-yellow lines
– I didn’t know I wasn’t allowed to park in cycle lanes!’ To be fair
to the City Council, I have been told that there was considerable
debate on whether to erase the double-yellow lines on Hills
Road, when the new mandatory cycle lane was to be created.

7KH %LNH %ULGJH DJDLQ
I just thought I’d inform you that the Rustat Road end of the bike
bridge has been blocked again, for two mornings, by City
Council vans parked on the southbound edge of the road,
making it impossible to pass on the correct side of the bollard.
It’s been discussed at length how this is rather dangerous for
cyclists who come off the bridge quickly and turn right to find
themselves facing a van.
The council don’t appear to be interested in doing anything
about it and the situation has been getting worse over the last
couple of years, with the Devonshire Road end now more lethal
than ever and Rustat Road blocked more often than ever. I’ve
learnt to treat the bridge as the second class facility that it is,
and if I’m in any hurry I take the roads instead.
Can I nominate the bridge and its surroundings for a Chocolate
Chain this time around?
David Hembrow

$QG DJDLQ
I was very interested to read the article in the October
Newsletter about the very uneven surface at the bottom of the
cycle bridge. On the most recent occasion when I saw the water
company digging it up yet again, I asked (I thought politely!) if
they could possibly make it smoother when they finished. The
initial response from the older of the workers was a very
sarcastic ‘oh dear, oh dear’, so I could see that I would not get
far with an attitude like that.
However, one of the other men was a little more polite and
explained that they had put it back as it had been previously.
Obviously, this was not so as I tried to point out the very bumpy
surface which partly obscured a picture of a bike on the
previously smooth surface.
With attitudes like that I envisage a very long struggle to end the
bumpy ride. They do not seem to realise how dangerous it is to
have to ride straight out into Devonshire Road into the line of
traffic to avoid the bumps once you reach the bottom of the
bridge and I think this is an issue of safety, not simply one of
discomfort.
Jenni Tokens
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Ben Hayward Cycles
69 Trumpington Street
Cambridge
352294

6XQGD\ ULGHV
Throughout the winter, we continue our
Sunday afternoon bike rides, but switch to
just once a month (instead of twice). The
rides are on the second Sunday of each
month, so the next few dates are:

Ben Hayward Cycles
Laundress Lane
Cambridge
301118

z
z
z
z
z

Bishop’s Cycles
51 Station Road
Histon
518855
Cambridge Recycles
Cambridge Railway Station



12 December
9 January
13 February
12 March
9 April

present want it to be. For me, the rides
are about escaping, and having a change
of scenery. We always make sure there’s
time for tea and cake somewhere along
the way!
We meet at 1.50 pm at Brookside, near
Lensfield Road, setting off at 2 pm. We’re
usually back by around 6 pm. Please
bring lights during the winter months.
Members and non-members alike are
very welcome.
Clare Macrae

The groups are always small and friendly,
and the pace is as gentle as those

Cambridge Recycles
61 Newnham Road
Cambridge CB3 9EN
506035
Chris’s Bikes
2 Thornton Way
Girton
276004
Cycle-Logical
171 Mill Road
Cambridge
576545

Leisurely Tea, during a Leisurely Ride, at Anglesey Abbey

Domain: the home of electric bikes
(01223) 235636 or 07050 223895
http://www.garner.demon.co.uk
noel@garner.demon.co.uk
D.TEK
Little Thetford
Near Ely
Cambs. CB6 1BR
01353 648177
Geoff’s Bike Hire
65 Devonshire Road
Cambridge
365629
Howes Cycles
104 Regent Street
Cambridge
350350
Kingsway Cycles
8 City Road
Cambridge
355852
King Street Cycles
82 King Street
Cambridge
367275
Mike’s Bikes
26–28 Mill Road
Cambridge
312591

The Bike Chain
c/o YHA Adventure Shops
6–7 Bridge Street
Cambridge
353956
Townsends
72 Chesterton Road
Cambridge
315845
University Cycles
9 Victoria Avenue
Cambridge
355517
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Tue 7

7.30 pm Open Meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane. (Tea and coffee, a chance to chat, and for us to
introduce ourselves to new members for the first half-hour. The meeting itself starts at 8.)

Thu 9

8.30 am Newsletter 27 review meeting, Tatties café

Sun 12

2.00 pm Leisurely Ride. ‘Lorraine’s Leisurely Loop’ – going to the Shelfords, Thriplow, Foxton and Barrington, with
tea in Barton. A countryside ride, at a gentle pace. We’ll be back in Cambridge by 6 pm

Mon 20

8.30 pm Pub social. We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway

Tue 21

8.00 pm Christmas Party at Oldham Hall, Lucy Cavendish College, Lady Margaret Road. £3. See article on page 2.
RSVP to Sarah Elsegood
366152
sae22@cam.ac.uk
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Tue 4

7.30 pm Open Meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane. (See 7 December for description)

Newsletter 28 deadline. Copy to Mark Irving

Sat 8

 irving@home.cam.net.uk

Sun 9

2.00 pm Leisurely Ride. Going to Madingley. Toft, Kingston, the Eversdens and Haslingfield, with tea in Barton.
(See 12 December for description)

Mon 17

8.30 pm Pub social. We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway

Wed 26 7.30 pm Newsletter 28 envelope stuffing, 8 Thirleby Close. Help always needed.

)HEUXDU\ 

Tue 1

7.30 pm Open Meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane. (See 7 December for description)

Thur 10

8.30 am Newsletter 28 review meeting, Tatties café.

)XUWKHU DKHDG

17–25 June 2000

Millennium Festival of Cycling – CTC National Bike Week’s name in the year 2000

19–25 June 2000

Ride The Net, Sustrans celebration of the National Cycle Network

2WKHU RUJDQLVDWLRQV ² FRQWDFWV
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Telephone number – area code (01223) if omitted
e-mail address

 fax 



Chisholm Trail – Promoting a major new cycle route across
Cambridge. Jim Chisholm
841954
Jim.Chisholm@ucs.cam.ac.uk



Cycle Enumeration – Analysing cycle journeys in Cambridge.
David Earl
504095
david.earl@softhome.net



Cycle Parking – Working to improve cycle parking provision
throughout Cambridge. Contact Clare
336024
macrae@ccdc.cam.ac.uk



Hills Road Corridor – Studying the route to Addenbrooke’s.
David Earl
504095
david.earl@softhome.net



Maps – Reviewing and improving our cycle route map. Nigel
Deakin
311073
npd@dial.pipex.com
Newsletter – Co-ordinating this, the Campaign’s newsletter.
Editor, Mark Irving
882378
Mark<irving@home.cam.net.uk>



Safety on the Road – To look at the many issues affecting
cyclists’ safety. This new group needs a co-ordinator.
Science Park Access –
Contact Clare
336024



macrae@ccdc.cam.ac.uk
Trailer Loan Scheme –
Contact Clare
336024



macrae@ccdc.cam.ac.uk



Addenbrooke’s Bicycle User Group
Colin Carr
216726
cc232@hermes.cam.ac.uk
Cambridge City Council (including Highways Department for
potholes in the City)
457000
Cambridge Friends of the Earth
1a Felton Street, Cambridge, CB1 2EE
camfoe@telinco.co.uk

517509



Cambridgeshire County Council
717111 (Road Safety
717385; potholes south of Cambridge
833717; potholes north
of Cambridge
(01353) 667826)
CTC (Cyclists’ Touring Club), Cambridge District Association.
Sue Taylor, Secretary
563414
Cycle Friendly Employers and Travel for Work schemes
David Meiklejohn
9 Portugal Place, Cambridge CB5 8AF
712429
coordinator@cfe.org.uk



Parkside police station and traffic wardens
358966. Cycle
squad: PC Marcia Bate and PC Tony Kennedy.
South Cambridgeshire District Council

443000

Sustrans – Nigel Brigham, The Environment & Energy Centre,
33a Westgate, Peterborough PE1 1PZ
(01733) 319981 (01733) 346902



The Slower Speeds Initiative
PO Box 746, Norwich NR2 3LJ
Transport 2000 Cambridgeshire and West Suffolk
Simon Norton, Co-ordinator,
312654
S.Norton@dpmms.cam.ac.uk



