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If you like what you see in this
newsletter, you can add your voice to
those of our other 600 members, and join
the Campaign.

Membership costs are low: £6 individual,
£3 unwaged, £10 household. For this,
you get six newsletters a year, discounts
at a large number of bike shops, and
optional third-party liability insurance.
Please get in touch if you want to hear
more.

Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set
up in 1995 to voice the concerns of
cyclists. We are not a cycling club but an
organisation lobbying and campaigning
for the rights of cyclists, and promoting
cycling in and around Cambridge.

Our regular stall on Saturdays outside
the Guildhall is the public face of the
campaign; volunteers are always
welcome to help. And don’t forget our
meetings, open to all, on the first
Tuesday of each month, 7.30 for 8.00
pm at the Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus
Lane, Cambridge.
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On August 14 we ran a Cycling Quiz for Go Green Day, the launch of an East Anglian
waste awareness campaign under the slogan ‘Slim Your Bin.’

Congratulations to the winners:

z Sophie and Thomas Wiesner, aged 9½, of Great Shelford

z Liam Collins, aged 9, of Haverhill

z Emerald O’Hanrahan, aged 13, of Cambridge

z Emily Cannons, aged 13, of Bourne

z Fiona Neville, aged 16, of Bourne

z Tim Croton, aged 15, of Barton

Thank you, also, to Ben Hayward’s, Howes, H. Drake’s and On Your Bike magazine,
for generously supplying the prizes – and to Campaign members who helped run the
stall on the day.

Clare Macrae
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We have noted with considerable interest that the new mandatory cycle lane on Hills
Road also contains double-yellow lines. I’m sure it isn’t a coincidence that this cycle
lane is respected by
motorists
considerably more
than almost any other
one in the city.

There should be no
need to add double
yellow lines inside
mandatory cycle
lanes, as motorists
ought to know that it
is illegal to park in
them. However, many
motorists, and
seemingly even some
Cambridge traffic
wardens, are not
aware of the

distinction.

I think adding double
yellow lines to
mandatory cycle lanes
could be a very
economical way of
reducing the scale of
the problems posed by
illegal parking.

Hills Road seems to
have proved that this is
both possible and
effective. We will be
asking whether the
same can be done
systematically
throughout the city.

Clare
Macrae

Huntingdon Road – mandatory cycle lane – and parked cars

Hills Road – mandatory cycle lane and double-yellow lines – no parked cars
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The police can now issue £20 fixed penalty notices to cyclists who ride illegally on
pavements. The law hasn’t changed, but it is easier to enforce. For more background
information, and why we have supported this change, see Newsletter 17.

However, our concern is that cyclists using Cambridge’s shared-use paths would have
to be psychic to know exactly where many shared-use routes start and end.

One cyclist wrote to
Cambridgeshire County Council at
the beginning of August asking for
clarification of confusing signing in
Milton, and on Milton Road. I am
told that the reply confirms that
even the professionals are not sure
about the exact status of some
stretches.

Cambridge City Council records
should show exactly which stretches
of pavement have been designated
for shared-use, and so we have
requested a complete list, for
clarification.

The police have already conducted a high-profile blitz on cyclists ignoring the
City-centre cycle ban (though I wonder how effective such a blitz really can be, when it
is advertised as ‘for two weeks only’). I wonder if we will ever see similar publicity
aimed at motorists parking in cycle lanes and bus lanes?

Clare Macrae

$ EXPS\ ULGH
We have contacted the City Council to ask for improvements to the surface of the cycle
lane on Devonshire Road at the foot of the cycle bridge. This is still in a poor state
following a series of excavations for the housing development (Tenison Court) on the
old Ridgeon site.

Following our letter in the middle of August, the city’s Highway Inspector checked the
site and approved it as being a satisfactory standard for a ‘temporary reinstatement’. It
transpires that utility companies (‘statutory undertakers’) have six months to do a
finished job after road works. Their responsibilities, and rights, are determined by the
New Roads and Street Works Act 1991, and the Inspector says he visited the site
frequently, and is satisfied that all three companies who worked there satisfied their
obligations for signs and safety.

The Act also requires companies to display a ‘courtesy board’, saying who is doing the
work, and how to contact them. We are confident that none of the three companies
displayed this information, but sadly the Highway Inspector has no powers to enforce
this rule.

Eastern Electricity’s Project Manager has now promised to get his contractors to check
the reinstatement as soon as possible.

One useful piece of information surfaced during this process. We can now quote a
more direct phone number for reporting potholes, trenches and similar problems
within the City boundary – (01223) 458260 . This is the central number for the
Highway Inspector, the Highway Maintenance Manager, and their colleagues, at the
Mill Road depot. They prioritise reports based on severity, and hazards are repaired
within 24 hours.

Some time ago we asked the County Council for a single phone number (and e-mail
address too) for all transport-related feedback, in all locations. In the meantime, make
a note of 458260!

I tried the system out by reporting the deterioration of the kerb where Midsummer
Common meets Fair Street.

Clare Macrae
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Cambridgeshire County Council has published its first ever
Local Transport Plan. This is essentially a request for
government funding for transport schemes. It replaces the
‘Transport Policies and Programme’ (TPP) document that was
submitted in previous years. Whereas the TPP covered just one
year, the Local Transport Plan (LTP) covers a five year period
ending in March 2005. The idea is that the LTP sets out a
long-term strategy for transport, the government approves it,
and then hands over the money without needing to pay as much
close attention to how it is used, safe in the knowledge that the
council is following a coherent long-term transport strategy.

This Transport Plan is described as ‘provisional’, and the council
plans extensive consultation this autumn before formally
adopting a ‘Full Transport Plan’ in July 2000. Much of the full
transport plan has, in fact, yet to be written. The section on
cycling, for example, simply quotes from the council’s existing
1996 cycling strategy, adding that a revised strategy will be
reported in the full plan. A section entitled ‘target for traffic
reduction’ simply states ‘target
being developed’.

0RUH RI WKH 6DPH
The detailed proposals for the
Cambridge area follow pretty much
the pattern developed over the last
few years.

z Transport policy continues to
be dominated by Park and
Ride, with an expenditure of
£12.5m proposed for the next
five years. This will be spent on
a new site at Trumpington and
on the expansion of the four
existing sites.

z £3.9m is proposed for bus priority schemes, including
Newmarket Road, Hills Road, Milton Road and Histon Road.

z £6.6m is proposed for traffic management schemes, most
of which will be spent on the ‘core scheme’ in central
Cambridge, including phase 3, the closure of Silver Street
and on phase 4, the closure of Emmanuel Street.

z £8.6m is proposed for two new railway stations in
Cambridge: £4.7m for one on Chesterton Sidings in 2003
and £3.7m for one near Addenbrooke’s in 2005.

z £2.4m for cycling, with priority for the Newmarket Road
corridor and for routes leading to a new bridge over the A14
at Milton (for which the Highways Agency will contribute an
additional £1.5m).

Within Cambridge, the council accepts that alternatives to the
car provide the only way forward. Outside the city, however, the
council believes that for many people there is no realistic
alternative to using a car, and so car use and traffic levels will
continue to increase, and there is little that can be done about it.

'LVDSSRLQWLQJ
Overall, the plan takes little if any account of any of the
proposals we made earlier this year when the council first asked
for comments on the Local Transport Plan. The main point we
made was that the council should take cycling more seriously
and recognise the contribution that it already makes, and can
make in the future, to transport in the Cambridge area.

In contrast, the plan doesn’t say very much about cycling. There
is no mention of any of the issues that we raised, such as the
need to treat cyclists as customers who deserve a high level of
service from the council.

We also asked the council to focus its transport strategy on
reducing traffic. The council, however, doesn’t think that

reducing traffic is realistic in Cambridgeshire. In some parts of
the county, it says, it may not even be possible to reduce the
rate of traffic growth, let alone the amount of traffic.
Cambridgeshire, it says, is experiencing development pressures
which make the area unsuitable for the two types of traffic
reduction target as identified under the traffic reduction acts.

:RUNSODFH 3DUNLQJ /HY\
Perhaps the most interesting aspect of the Local Transport Plan
is the glimpses it offers of some alternative futures. The County
Council has tentatively expressed its interest in participating in a
pilot scheme for charging for workplace parking in Cambridge.
An example figure given was £5 a week for workplace parking
within the inner Cambridge controlled parking zone (i.e. areas
that already have residents’ parking or pay and display).
Depending on how much the charge was, and how large an area
it covered, between £3m and 15m extra per year could be
obtained for spending on transport. Examples were given of
what this money might be spent on:

If £3-5m per year were available, there could be

z ‘Substantial investments in public transport’, providing ‘a
comprehensive network’

z Bus priority on most main roads

z Improved quality and information for bus services

z An outer ring of park and ride sites, further away from
Cambridge

z Improvements to cycling facilities on main routes

If £15m per year were available, this could be spent on

z ‘major new infrastructure’ such as fixed rapid transit along
the St Ives corridor or between Trumpington, Addenbrooke’s
Hospital and the City Centre.

z Quicker progress with railway stations

z ‘Further investment in cycling and pedestrian improve-
ments’.

We will doubtless have many ideas of our own on what the
revenues from workplace parking charges could be spent on.
Any such scheme would be unlikely to start before 2003, so we
have plenty of time.

Nigel Deakin

/RFDO 7UDQVSRUW 3ODQ

‘Unrealistic to reduce traffic’ says the council

� &DPEULGJH &\FOLQJ &DPSDLJQ 1HZVOHWWHU ��



Many people have been asking us about the Cambridge cycle
route map that we are producing jointly with the County
Council. Although it’s taking longer than we expected, we’re
hopeful that it will be ready during October. All Cycling
Campaign members will be entitled to a free copy – watch out
for news of how to get yours!

Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Officers examined 342 hire
bikes in July, and found only 81 were fault free when checked for
compliance with the British Standard on cycle safety. The most
common faults were inadequate reflectors and lights, poorly
adjusted brakes and slack chains – all safety hazards – and the
same faults which are most commonly featured in police
accident reports. Linda Morrison Allsopp, Road Safety Officer,
Cambridgeshire County Council, said: ‘It is shocking that
three-quarters of hire bikes fall below a safe standard . The
one saving grace is that the hire firms have responded positively
to the initiative and put things right.’

Ten sixth form colleges and independent schools in the
south of Cambridge have, with help from the County Council,
prepared a campaign this autumn to encourage students to use
buses, walk, cycle and use trains, rather than add their cars to
the city’s traffic congestion. The emphasis is on bus use. There
are 6 000 students between the ten establishments. The
Cambridge Evening News reported after one week that the
scheme had persuaded only ten students to switch to park and
ride.

Contractors have started strengthening work on Cambridge’s
Long Road railway bridge to upgrade it for 40 tonne lorries.
Work will continue until March. This is the last of the three
bridges on Long Road to undergo strengthening work.

The publishers of Bycycle and Bike Culture Quarterly have
launched a new national Compensation and Advice Service
for Cycling Accidents (CASCA). This gives cyclists legal
protection, on a ‘no win, no fee’ basis. It is an initiative of the
Bycycle Club, but is available to all cyclists. The CASCA legal
advice freephone is 0800 542 0196. For further info on CASCA
and the Bycycle Club� 01904 654654
� bycycleclub@thepartnershipforum.com (http://
www.bycycle.com/ ).

Mark Irving

*UDQJH 5RDG
The proposals for traffic calming in Grange Road include a
northbound cycle lane and an upgrade of the existing shared-
use southbound. At one point, the road is already so narrow that
to make a continuous cycle lane, the road would have to have
only one car lane. Rather than make it one-way, the proposal is
that this alternates over a 60 m section, controlled by traffic
lights (which wouldn’t affect northbound cycles). This would also
serve, of course, to control traffic speed and discourage some of
the traffic altogether.

It’s not clear whether this part of the proposal can get the
support it needs to go ahead. If there is to be a cycle priority
scheme, then it really must be continuous to be effective.
Abandoning the cyclist just where it gets hard is all too often a
problem. The City Council (who are co-ordinating this) would
very much like to hear your views on this, especially if you work
in the area or regularly travel through it (residents will be
circulated anyway).

&KHVWHUWRQ 5RDG²(OL]DEHWK :D\
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The County Council is considering safety improvements at the
roundabout at the north end of Elizabeth Way. This is one of the
ten or so remaining large roundabouts in the City that because
of their size, approach angles and traffic volume, are highly
intimidating for cyclists.

The proposal we have seen would:

z very slightly enlarge the central island,

z reduce the circulating width of the roundabout to a uniform
size,

z mark the circulating space into two lanes,

z reduce all entries to two lanes and exits to single lanes, and

z have much sharper entries and exits.

All that is intended to keep speeds down.

Interesting also is that there could be bypasses, set well back
from the roundabout itself (separated by wide verges
constructed in the space freed up by the much reduced
roundabout), which allow left-turning cyclists never to have to go
onto the roundabout at all.

We would be very interested to hear whether you think this
approach is preferable, for example, to installing traffic lights
(which has been the solution of preference in most places, but is
limited by the high cost of the equipment and the capacity of the
resulting junction). If you would like to see a plan or help us with
detailed comments, please do get in touch.

David Earl

%ULHIO\

2FWREHU ���� &DPEULGJH &\FOLQJ &DPSDLJQ �



We are pleased to tell you that the first complaint we made to
the Advertising Standards Authority about a Peugeot advert (see
Newsletter 25), has been upheld. The advert showed a speed
camera sign with a long lens and a blurred car, which we felt
promoted an irresponsible attitude towards speed. We’re happy
that the Authority agreed.

Another complaint about a second Peugeot advert is still going
through the system, and we’ll be able to tell you the result next
time. However, very recently, the same picture (a splash of
water from a puddle with no car in sight, suggesting the car has
disappeared into the distance before the water had time to fall),
has been re-used but with different wording.

3XEOLF LVVXH
In the last few weeks the issue of excessive and slower speeds
has had quite a lot of publicity. Indeed the Daily Mail ran
speeding fines it as its lead story on 14 September: ‘Fined for 1
mph over limit,’ the implication of the headline being that this
was absurd. The same week, Radio 4’s Today programme had
items on speed and road safety every day. Paul Manning, head
of the Association of Chief Police Officers, spoke out about
illegal road behaviour in the Crime and Disorder Act
consultations earlier in the year, and wants to see more money
put into enforcement.

The reason for this rush of publicity was a discussion paper on
speed policy published by the Department of Transport,
Environment and the Regions as part of their current review.
This review should ultimately change laws on speeding, the way
speed limits are enforced, and hopefully speed limits
themselves.

The discussion paper asks for opinions on their analysis, saying
(with my comments in italics) that:

z quite small increases in speed, especially in urban areas,
increase risk exponentially (very significant from cyclists’ and
pedestrians’ points of view)

z except at very low speeds, the objectives of safety and
emission control (gases and noise) can be achieved by
lower speeds

z motorists have a poor appreciation of what the limits are,
and are inclined to make their own decisions about speed
from what they see

z the economic effects of a given speed reduction are smaller
at higher speeds than at lower speeds

z reducing speeds driven in urban areas and villages is
important, but lower speed limits alone are not likely to be
effective without supporting measures, given the widespread
disregard for existing speed limits (this is a tough one, as
the cost of enforcement grows really large when you have to
make lots of physical changes in the street, or install speed
cameras; however returning some of the income from speed

cameras can help to pay for them, a commitment already
made by the Government)

z in rural areas fewer car drivers exceed the speed limit –
therefore it is more a matter of persuading them to drive at
speeds appropriate to the road traffic and conditions (see
Charter for Country Lanes below)

z there is a need for speed reduction in places where there
may be pedestrians, cyclists and other unprotected road
users present (well, I’m likely to be present on my bike on
any road in the area, except the M11 and perhaps the A14!)

There’s undoubtedly a real resistance among motorists to going
slower, even to slow down to current speed limits.

&KDUWHU IRU &RXQWU\ /DQHV
We distributed a flier for the Council for Protection of Rural
England’s Charter for Country Lanes in Newsletter 23.
Supported by CPRE and its Welsh and Scottish equivalents, the
CTC (Cyclists’ Touring Club), British Horse Society, Ramblers
Association and the Pedestrians Association, it calls on the
Government to tame country lanes (see box).

Helen Brinton, MP for Peterborough and champion of Home
Zones in the House of Commons, has introduced a ten-minute
rule Bill in the Parliament to promote the Charter. Such bills
don’t become law, but offer an opportunity for an issue to reach

7RR IDVW
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Most drivers seem to respond to flashing 30 mph signs in
Harston, which come on when higher speeds are detected
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the House, and in particular in this case to influence the
Government’s speed review.

Some tentative experiments are also underway. In north Norfolk,
a group of rural roads are being designated ‘quiet roads’. They
are having priorities reversed, so that motor vehicles give way to
walkers, cyclists and horse riders. This is as much an exercise
in changing attitudes to roads that are currently used as rural
rat-runs. At present I don’t believe there is the legislation to
allow this to be enforced. Similar experiments are planned for
Kent and East Devon.

Oxfordshire is to follow
Suffolk’s example in
introducing 30 mph speed
limits through all its
villages. Cambridgeshire
has no intention at the
moment of introducing
such a policy, though it
argues that most of its
villages already have
speed limits.

Norfolk was also among
the first to introduce
‘speed responsive signs’. A road sign lights up with flashing
lights if a motorist is detected exceeding the speed limit. We
now have these signs in Cambridgeshire too: in Harston, where
the Highways Agency installed six signs recently as part of the
traffic calming scheme on the A10 (which is, in other respects,
quite appalling for cyclists, as previously reported).

The effect of the signs is quite dramatic, especially the first one
on entry to the village from the south. Traffic speed in the village
has noticeably reduced, and you can see how drivers brake
when the first sign lights up. There are a few drivers who treat
the signs as a challenge, to get them to light up, but they seem
to get held up behind people who are taking them seriously.
Overtaking is hard, given the multitude of central islands, but not
impossible. Last week, for example, the occupants of an old
Cortina gave me a mouthful of abuse as they passed me from
two cars behind, having been held up briefly while I went
through one of the islands. They then cut up the cars in front
waiting at traffic lights, overtaking in the right turn lane and
cutting in, in the tapering section of the following island.
Irresponsibility on the road at its worst.

David Earl

Have you been verbally abused by passing motorists? Send us
your examples.

7KH &KDUWHU )RU &RXQWU\ /DQHV FDOOV RQ
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Ensure lower speeds on country lanes and reduce the speed
limit of 60 mph to a maximum of 40 mph, with 20 mph limits
in villages

Introduce a new ‘category’ of country lane where walkers,
cyclists and riders would have priority over motorists, like
Home Zones in urban areas

Allow different styles of traffic management scheme which
suit the rural environment

Stop the spread of new developments which encourage traffic
growth

Provide real transport choice in the countryside through better
public transport and local services and by providing a safe
environment for cycling, walking and riding

8JO\ 5RDG� ��� VHHNV
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A cycle and foot bridge over the A14 between Milton and the
City begins to look even more likely. Some of these bridge

designs are expected to be included in a public consultation,
which may happen this autumn. The Highways Agency's report

says the bridge is possible, and puts rough prices on its designs.
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We still have to cross Mill Road from Cavendish Road, and again I resort
to the pavement and pedestrian crossing. I cycle down Stockwell Street,
avoiding the bizarre 92 cm wide ‘cycle’ gap, with the end of this road
blocked by six discrimination bars with the cycle route only 58 cm wide
at 88 cm off the ground, child’s-head-on-a-bike height. The trailer will
not pass through, so I have to dismount again, climb a high kerb,
squeeze past parked cars to the slightly wider discrimination bars at the
side and then descend a high curb. Fortunately one of these hazardous
bars has rotted off!

0\ :D\
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We live in Church End,
Cherry Hinton; this route
is similar to Karen
Lipscomb’s journey
(Newsletter 23) . However,
we ride to a nursery on
Milton Road with an 83 cm
wide child trailer, crossing
both railway and river.

The excellent new Toucan crossing on Brooks Road
has a cycle path lead-in from Burnside, but it’s often
blocked by cars. From the opposite direction the
cyclist is directed right into the path of oncoming
traffic. Once over the Toucan I have to cycle under
the bus shelter (there are discrimination bars on the
marked cycle route along Marmora Road, and Mill
Road is too dangerous). I wait by the pub entrance
for a clear moment on the KEEP CLEAR marking,
then cross into Seymour Street.

There are some great cycling facilities peppered
about the City but severe segmentation and
restrictions considerably reduce their
effectiveness. When I use my car I have a
continuous path with very high priority, a smooth
surface and not once do I need to get out of the
car, push it around some restricting device, and
then get back in – 12 times for our nursery run.

unladen ‘normal’ bicycle. This is sloppy engineering and
with gaps 58 cm wide the local authority is
discriminating against:
zz Cycle child trailers (83 cm wide, 92 cm high)
zz Double side-by-side umbrella-fold pushchairs (81 cm

wide)
zz Wheelchairs

zz Cycle baskets with heavy shopping
zz Trikes
zz Recumbents (head injury hazard)
zz Child cyclists (head injury hazard)

After dismounting again and
manoeuvring through yet
another barrier I am then ready
to hunt the unbroken parts of
the pavement over Elizabeth
Way, down to the lovely little
Cutter Ferry Lane, if you can
get to it. Posts obstruct the
cycle entrances. Thanks for
the recent tarmac, though!
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After crossing New Square’s corner pavement, a Toucan
crossing – but with a cycle-rim-crushing bump at the kerb.
Onto Midsummer Common I pass bollards in the middle of
the cycle/pedestrian route. The only safe and legal way to
cross the river by bicycle with a trailer or large basket of
shopping is over Elizabeth Way bridge. A hell of a detour,
made worse as the city’s cattle grid widths are not
standardised. I cycle through the first one opposite
Manhattan Drive OK and the next one – CRUNCH!

The St Philip’s Road ‘It’s A
Knockout’ –22 shopping-crushing
speed bumps and an over-
complicated contraflow system
with no cycle gap consistency – a
nightmare for trikes and trailers,
but full marks for effort.

Is this a fair price to pay for stopping a few mopeds (which
can get through most anyway)? Any organisation responsible
for the encouragement of cycle use for local travel, shopping
and child transport should equip themselves so and engineer
from this standpoint – it really is that simple.

Matt Polaine

As a car user I am positively encouraged to use all ‘my’ road.
But as a tax-paying cyclist I am positively discouraged. How
could a local authority singing the Integrated Transport
White Paper tune place so many obstacles in my way? The
excuse of finance has no bearing on this gripe – there are
many ‘devices’ which I’d rather were not there at all. I am
convinced the bench mark used is a thin adult cyclist on an

From an access path through
the industrial site to
Coldham’s Lane opposite
Wolsey Way, we cross the
road and ride on the
pavement until the Tins path
turnoff. First hurdle is the
wooden bridge at Burnside. I
measured the width before
we bought the trailer!

Over the cycle bridge – possibly the best cycle facility
in the city – onto Devonshire Road where Wilcon
Homes’ contractors have made a pig’s ear of the cycle
lane they dug up. The advanced stop line with Tenison
Road is very welcome – if only drivers observed it and
parked legally near it. The Lyndewode Road cycle width
restriction is a hazard. After the Gresham Road
‘off-road effect’ section we come to the Toucan
crossing where confused pedestrians get annoyed, and
motorists stop bumper to bumper blocking the crossing
anyway. From the disintegrating path on Parker’s Piece
I then presume the cycle route to Parkside corner,
where again I have to break the law for my safety.

With careful alignment I can just get through one of the gaps. After
the residential streets I still have to cross Chesterton Road. I use
the pavement again to bring myself opposite Chesterton Hall
Crescent. At the end of this road I dismount for a sixth time to
negotiate yet more discrimination bars. On Milton Road I use the
pedestrian crossing to reach the southbound shared pedestrian
route. I note how confused all the young cyclists are with the
double give way junctions. I turn into the nursery almost opposite
George Street. Time – 35 minutes. Car – 15-25 minutes.
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In my years in traffic research I helped with the monitoring of
many experimental schemes, so as Emmanuel Road is near my
work and Hills Road is on my cycle commuting trip, I have
watched with more than passing interest the effects of recent
changes.

My first impressions are generally good. Problems such as a
broken down bus in Emmanuel Street and a fire in Zion Baptist
Church have given some people the excuse to say the scheme
is causing ‘gridlock.’ But the reduction in private cars in the
Emmanuel Road area is noticeable, and I am told some of the
bus services are more reliable.

My main concern is that although County engineers have done a
good job, much of the benefit may be lost if regulations are not
enforced. After giving the scheme a week to settle down, on 7–9
September I took photos and notes on my trips to and from work
and at some other locations.

Hills Road bus and cycle lane was free from illegally stopped
vehicles on only one morning. This has a loading and unloading
ban in the morning and evening peak. The same Co-op vehicle
was stopped at 17.30 on two days! I have yet to see a traffic
warden or policeman in this area between 08.00 and 09.00. The
illegal stopping of vehicles in this area creates great danger for
the large number of cyclists using this route, as we have to force
our way out into the main traffic stream.

On one evening at 17.20 in East Road I watched for 20 minutes
as vehicle after vehicle stopped in the single carriageway section
where waiting is prohibited until 18.30. A taxi stopped and
waited while his fare ordered and collected his ‘take-away’. A
builders van stopped in the middle of the road while a ‘SLIM’
person disgorged. During this time some 70 cyclists had to take
evasive action and force their way into a stream of cars, these
cars in turn having to cross the centre line and disturb the flow
towards Parker’s Piece. The ‘Urban Clearway’ is yet to be
marked in this area, but it will be equally ineffective unless
enforced.

Both the above cases significantly reduce the capacity of vital
links in the city’s network as well as making life dangerous for
vulnerable road users. As explained in ‘An Economic Case for
Better Cycleways’ (Newsletter 18) a small obstruction to flow on
a critical link can easily cost the community hundreds of pounds
in accumulated delays and prevent buses running to timetable.

In Downing Street the provision of a cycle lane with solid line
and advanced stop line should make life easier for the many
cyclists who turn left or right into St Andrews Street. Building
works are causing problems in this area, but even when flow is

not obstructed, one class of driver who should know better is
constantly ignoring the cycle lane. On two evenings I watched at
just after 17.00 when queues form in this area. Taxis, who are
still permitted to turn left, use the cycle lane to avoid joining the
queue of right turners. I even observed three in quick
succession, each obstructing the free passage of cyclists to the
advance stop line. Over the times I observed I lost count of the

taxis performing this manoeuvre. I believe there has been an
attempt at enforcement here, but no doubt the sight of a uniform
will quickly turn taxi drivers into law-abiding citizens.

With minor improvements these schemes could make for
‘Better, Safer and More Cycling’ but only if regulations are
enforced. Please, police and traffic wardens, don’t let the ship be
spoiled for a ha’porth of tar.

Jim Chisholm

&RUH� (QJLQHHULQJ ZLWKRXW HQIRUFHPHQW"

*LOEHUW 5RDG PHHWLQJ
The date for a meeting for residents of the Gilbert Road area to
discuss transport issues has now been set (see Newsletter 24).
It will be on Saturday 2 October, from 2 pm to 5 pm, at
Chesterton Community School. After the introduction, there will
be an opportunity to discuss both the ‘ineffective’ cycling lanes
on Gilbert Road, and more general traffic problems – and to
propose solutions.

Certainly the subject of cars being allowed to park legally within
the advisory cycle lanes on Gilbert Road crops up frequently –
and so we welcome this consultation – and very much hope
suggestions raised will be taken seriously.

Clare Macrae
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‘The lack of suitable parking discourages me from coming
into the centre to shop.’

This is not from a motorist but from a cyclist!

As part of the Cycling Campaign’s response to the Grand
Arcade scheme, I did a count of cycles parked in the city centre
close to the proposed scheme. We were concerned that
insufficient provision was being made for cycle access in the
new scheme, but had little evidence of existing use.

Here are the results of the count.

At a time when the County has spent over £1 000 000 on Park
and Ride for 500 motorists, surely money could be found for

secure cycle
parking in the city
centre (500 would
cost around
£10 000)? Although
there is space for
only a few dozen
extra in St Andrew’s
Street, there is lots
of room around the
Guildhall and
Drummer Street bus
station. 500 new
secure spaces could
easily be provided
within a year.

As well as
convenience, the
presence of ample
secure parking
could reduce theft of
bikes. As the theft
of bikes is a
sizeable percentage
of Cambridge
crime, the simple
provision of more

spaces could significantly improve crime figures.

In the longer term, if the Grand Arcade scheme goes ahead, it
may be possible to provide some 500 covered and secure
spaces in addition to those originally proposed by the
developers.

Jim Chisholm

&DPSDLJQ·V SDUNLQJ VXEJURXS
Despite valiant efforts by the Campaign in recent years, our
efforts to get more Sheffield racks in central Cambridge or
outside public buildings have been less than satisfactory. So at
the last open meeting I offered to review all recent Campaign
documents over the next couple of weeks, and then make
approaches to City and County Council officials and councillors.
If you would like to assist this key Campaign objective, please
ring me on Cambridge 354600 or email me on
ojm21@cam.ac.uk

Oliver Merrington

&LW\ &HQWUH 3DUNLQJ"
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Those of you interested in finding out more about your local
environment might like to know that on the third floor of
Cambridge Central Library a computerised Geographical
Information System is available for the whole county. It allows
viewing of all the large-scale Ordnance Survey maps including
1:1250 (50” to the mile). It can be used to look at the locations
of new developments and possible new or revised cycle routes
as well as the back garden of one’s own house! I have only
recently discovered it, although I gather it has been there for

some time, but have already found several instances where it
has proved useful. If you want to look at an up-to-date map of
your local area in great detail, this may be the place to go.
Additional information (accidents, census etc.) also exists, but I
am uncertain how useful it is. You can even take an A4 copy of
an area, but as you might expect there are restrictions imposed
for copyright reasons.

Jim Chisholm

Nappy pin cycle parking

start Official Official Unofficial Unofficial
time Secured not not Secured Total

0715 81 26 32 67 206
0810 116 37 23 99 275
0900 203 75 55 152 485
1030 250 147 110 228 735
1300 254 178 213 289 934

Cycles parked

Sheffield hoops 176
Nappy pins 80
Butterflies 224
Total 470

Official cycle spaces provided

Notes:
Secured means frame locked to some fixed object.
Sheffield hoops and nappy pins (the curly stands in St Andrew’s
Street) count as two spaces.
Counts done on Thursday 15 July 1999.
The area covered started in Corn Exchange Street, then followed
the rear of Lion Yard, Fisher Hall, Guildhall, St Edwards
Passage, Great St Mary’s, Market Square, Sidney Street (not
towards Bridge Street), St Andrews Street, the bus station,
Downing Street and St Tibb’s Row.

It can clearly be seen (that is a phrase forbidden in my research
days!) that there is currently insufficient space of any type in the
City Centre. I do not believe cyclists should have to spend many
minutes pushing their bike through pedestrianised areas looking
for a space. If authorities wish to encourage cycling, there must
be sufficient secure parking to give those on casual trips easy
access.

By 0900 there are already nearly twice as many bikes parked in
the Centre as secure stands. This probably means that there is
insufficient provision even for those working in this part of the
City, leaving none for shoppers and casual visitors.
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Have you ever tried to cycle along Cherry Hinton Road towards
its junction with Hills Road and got into a spot of bother?

Proceeding in a westerly direction, as they say, there has been
no cycle lane up until this point, but, with cars parked on both
sides, the traffic has been single-lane and quite slow moving.
Everyone is clear about who and what is around them and
manoeuvres carefully around obstructions – and even lets the
occasional vehicle out of a side road. Suddenly, just past Rustat
Road, there are two lanes each way, and the flow excitedly
accelerates.

Imagine the frustration for the driver to be thwarted, first by the
traffic lights controlling the right-hand turn to the Cattle Market
area and, second… by wobbly cyclists, desperately looking for
some space on the road. What has happened? We have been
provided with a now not-so-bright but still definitely red cycle
lane to take us through this section right up to Hills Road, so
what is the problem?

More often than not (and I have the statistics to prove it) the way
is in fact solidly blocked and we have to take our chance with
the traffic which is already jostling for position to get the correct
lane for turning into Hills Road (not as easy as you’d think). The
obstacle race is created by one or more cars, vans or lorries
belonging to Brinton’s Garage. They are parked at a variety of
angles, on or across the pavement and road and sometimes are
even moving at high speed across this extended forecourt,
seemingly oblivious to pedestrians and cyclists. The
unpredictability of quite what one will face each day makes it
even more difficult to cope with.

I am fully expecting to observe a four-way punch-up one day
between an irate cyclist, pedestrian, bus driver and Brinton’s
staff member. I’d prefer that to a four-way pile-up, anyway. I
now often take the alternative route to work: over the cycle
bridge, along Station Road and thence to Hills Road.
Fractionally less hair-raising. Even more fume-ridden. Anyone
got a solution?

Liz Cook
Cambridge Cycling Campaign member and Cycling Co-ordinator

for Cambridge University Press.

5HG IRU SDUNLQJ ODQHV

The Cycle Friendly Employers Good Practice Guide has
recently been published to help businesses help staff to cycle.
The 28-page guide is copyright-free, and contains current
information on a range of subjects, including cycle parking, pool
bikes, company cycle plans, travel audits and tax rules. The
Guide was published by Cambridge’s Cycle Friendly Employers
Scheme, with support from the CTC.
Copies are available from David
Meiklejohn, on Cambridge 712429 �
coordinator@cfe.org.uk.

One member of the Cycle Friendly
Employers scheme, Micrologic
Solutions , has received much positive
local and national publicity for a creative
way of encouraging staff to move away
from one-person car trips. Every time a
member of staff travels to work by an
‘alternative’ means, they receive 5 minutes
free flexitime. Someone who avoids using
a car twice a week will earn an extra day
of paid leave over the course of a year.

An update on the Southern Corridor Area
Transport Plan – there will be another
round of consultation on this, before
November, when the City Council’s
Environment Committee will consider it for adoption as
Supplementary Planning Guidance. Also in November, the City’s
Planning sub-committee will consider the Station Area

Planning Brief . We responded to the consultations on both of
these, so will be keen to see the final versions.

Cambridgeshire Health Authority (‘the authority formerly known
as Cambridge and Huntingdon Health Authority’) will shortly be
consulting on the local Health Improvement Plan , or HImP to

its friends. We’ve heard that coronary heart
disease has been identified as a key issue, so
hopefully cycling and walking will get a high
profile. Similarly, reducing traffic injuries is
likely to be a priority. This might be the first
local big break for proper road danger
reduction. We would be keen to hear from
any members with a background in health to
help us with this consultation.

On Local Transport Day (6 March) this year,
voluntary groups with an interest in
sustainable transport formed a new umbrella
organisation, calling ourselves
Cambridgeshire Transport Forum . Our first
action was to ask the County Council to form
an Integrated Transport Round Table, to
consult on the Local Transport Plan. Happily,
the County has decided to form such a forum.
Unhappily, they called it Cambridgeshire
Transport Forum! So the local umbrella

organisation has now been renamed Cambridgeshire
Sustainable Transport Forum .

Clare Macrae

&\FOLQJ 6KRUWV

The garage forecourt, or the road and the pavement?

2FWREHU ���� &DPEULGJH &\FOLQJ &DPSDLJQ ��



/HWWHUV
8QGHU <RXU 7\UHV� 5HVXUIDFLQJ
Your article (Newsletter 25, page 7) is about re-surfacing roads
and streets and two letters on page 12 also quite rightly draw
attention to where bad surfaces have been or should be re-laid. I
would like to raise the matter of paths away from roads which
serve as dual pedestrian/bike usage (with official blue sign) or
without any sign (for example all the paths across the
Midsummer/Stourbridge Commons and along the river banks)
which are in need of repair – e.g. bone shaking potholes near
the Fort St George pub.

I try to plan all my cycling in Cambridge WITHOUT using the
roads although where I have to I recognise the great
improvement there has been on bike lanes on roads and
especially the red colour coding.

So after years of neglect I was very pleased to see work starting
last March/April time on the parallel paths of Cutter Ferry Path
leading under Elizabeth Way to the wooden slatted footbridge
over the river.

But what happened? An excellent surface was laid but the raised
path (the one dedicated to bikes) was tarmacked in the same
black as the lower pedestrian one. How short-sighted can you
get when we are trying to put over to the public at large in
Cambridge that red tarmac means bikes? Here was a perfect
place to emphasise that message. Then nothing for three to four
months when at last five white cycle outlines are painted on the
cycle path last month, but still no signs on the empty sign posts.

I witness regularly the near misses or slight bumps which occur
at the sharp bend on the bike path near the footbridge as
pedestrians walk straight over the cycle outline. I ring my bell
like mad when I approach this bend, but I fear a serious accident
will happen one day and I want to know to whom and at which
council do we contact about this. We need large signs at either
end saying ‘Cyclists only this side’ plus an arrow, and ones
saying ‘Pedestrians only this side’ plus an arrow and repeated
several times along the length of the path.

Some years ago Richard Taylor printed some cards which had a
council official’s address on and where you could fill in the
location of the pothole or whatever the problem was. I think we
should start this again so all members know who they should
report to.

Colin Stewart

:KDW·V D ¶&DUWHU %ULGJH·"
There are good things to be said about Cambridge’s famous
Bike Bridge (it exists) and bad things (it cost £2m, it’s a
greenhouse in hot weather, it’s steeper than Mill Road and the
approaches make it impossible to get a run at it), and they merit
some critical discussion. But why does the Cycling Campaign
persist in calling it the ‘Carter Bridge’?

While that was the official appellation at its opening, no-one,
prior to this Newsletter, had called it anything but the Cycle/Bike
Bridge since. There are two good reasons for this.

One: the project was driven by a County Council desire to
improve its ‘road accident’ statistics, specifically regarding Mill
Road cyclists. By removing bikes from Mill Road, it was argued,
fewer would be run over by cars, and the Council’s ‘road safety’
record would look better, while conditions on mill Road
remained, of course, as bad as ever. This fitted well with then
County Transport Director Brian Oldridge’s outlook, whose

declared admission was to discourage cycling in general, for just
the same reason. Oldridge’s name, along with Carter’s, still
adorns the bridge. Councillor Carter chaired the Transport
Committee at the time, and no-one could think of a more
inspiring name.

Two: the City Centre Bike Ban, enacted against widespread
popular opposition, against all evidence and in contradiction of
the findings of an expensive Public Enquiry, was very much
identified with the figure of Tony Carter, whose Labour group on
the Council was then allied with the Conservatives in targeting
cyclists as the major road safety ‘problem’ against a Liberal-
Democrat minority who, with local Friends of the Earth and
various disparate elements formed a relatively ill-organised
opposition. Carter later resigned under pressure of criticism, but
the cause of road safety and cyclists’ rights was seriously set
back.

The Bike Bridge is an imperfect but valuable asset. There is no
need for the Cycling Campaign to keep invoking the names of
those who worked so hard against our interests.

C J Pigott

)RXU DUPFKDLUV DQG D KHDWHU
We are writing to raise awareness about the fact that the large
majority of teachers at Netherhall School in Cambridge have a
unacceptably negative attitude towards the use of bikes. The
school is situated on two sites with a path of about 150 metres
between them. All pupils are forced to walk and an automatic
detention is given if you use a bike (e.g. bad weather, in a hurry
or when you have lots of things to carry). Literally all the
teachers drive between sites and don’t even take the initiative to
share lifts. This angers us as we were brought up to believe that
cars should only be used when all other methods of transport
are unsuitable. Perhaps the most ridiculous thing is that a
teacher who lives no more than 100 metres away from the
school drives to work. What makes it even more ironic is that he
is a PE teacher and lectures all the pupils about fitness!

We wrote to the head of upper school telling him what we think
and gave him a list of realistic alternatives and suggestions, for
example

z a supply of cheap bikes that the teachers could use to get
from site to site

z if necessary to use a car, share lifts

z better planned timetables to avoid the need for teachers to
cross sites.

We were praised for our literacy skills but that was about it: no
action was taken. We can understand that some of them do
need cars to drive to work because they live far away and the
standard of public transport is low, but it’s unacceptable when
asked if they would walk between sites and they reply that they
would rather die than walk.

Please publish this because we feel strongly about the amount
of cars on the road already and we are ashamed that the school
we have been to is a contributing factor.

Two frustrated 16 year olds (name supplied)
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Holidays; heard friends repeatedly expressing the difficulties of
taking their bikes to Europe; and saw a trailer in the Netherlands
carrying cycles. It has been operating for around five years and,
unsurprisingly, the EBE repeat booking rate is high – 60 per

cent.

For people from the Cambridge area there are several likely
pickup/drop off points including: M1 Northampton; M25 South
Mimms, or even Thurrock. Car parking is available at many
points.

But what of your souvenirs? John Robinson says, ‘For our EBE
customers, whatever they can carry on their bikes, we can carry
on the coach. Though there isn’t always room on the coach for
crates of wine and beer.’ So plan a trip somewhere warm, keep
your belongings to a minimum and fill your panniers with
goodies on the return journey. In fact, there was even space in
the onboard fridge to chill our bottle of French white…

John got himself a good deal to Nice with a budget airline. On
arrival he planned to cycle to Aix en Provence and spend a week
touring in the area. When he arrived at the French airport he
was plagued with punctures. He tried the train, but found new
regulations meant he needed to put his bike in a bag before they
would let him embark. John did make it to his destination, but
spent half a day looking for a bike bag and another half day
taking the train to Nice before sleeping at the airport before he
got his flight.

I was luckier. I also took around 24 hours to get home with my
bike, but was treated as a valued customer rather than an
annoyance and slept in the company of other cyclists in a luxury
coach which sped through the night to Calais. The difference
was that I had heard of European Bike Express (EBE). This
coach service starts in Middlesbrough and picks up cyclists
bound for the Continent. You are transported in specially
adapted coaches with enough leg room for a giraffe, fully
reclining seats, a hostess, and videos to while away the hours.

Bikes and the luggage you don’t need during the journey are
carried in a trailer and loaded and unloaded for you with care
and with a smile. Once over the Channel you have a choice of
myriad drop off and return pickup points on four routes. The
EBE gets you to France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Switzerland.
And you don’t have to return from the place you got off.
Tandems and trailers are welcome, and oversize bikes built for
even the tallest of riders aren’t a problem. Only recumbents
can’t be carried. Return fares start from £144 with discounts for
members of the CTC (Cyclists’ Touring Club). One ways cost
around £99.

EBE started when John Robinson wanted to fill the spare seats
on the cycling breaks of his company Bolero International

)RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ«
Check out the EBE website at http://www.bolero.demon.co.uk/
bike.htm � bike@bolero.demon.co.uk� (01642) 251440, 31
Baker Street, Middlesbrough TS1 2LF

&\FOH FRDFKLQJ
Rebecca Lack recently used the European Bike Express and returned rested and ready to ride home.

7KLQJV WR WDNH RQ ERDUG«
z A sleeping bag or blanket – it gets quite chilly at night

z Wet wipes to freshen up with or clean your hands before or
after eating

z Snacks and drinks – although microwave food of the TV
dinner type and instant coffee are available

z English money – if you want refreshments you have to pay
in pounds and pence

z A notepad for jotting down contact details and tips from
fellow passengers (all cyclists of course)

6PDOO $GV
Free to members of the Campaign, on cycling subjects. 10p per
word for non-members or for non-cycling subjects. For free ads,
please be as brief as if you were paying for them.

)RU 6DOH
Gents sports cycles, all with 5-speed gears: Motobecane ,
aerodynamic tubing, drop handlebars, large frame, very light
and fast; £60; Raleigh , straight bars, strong wheels, 19” frame,
suitable for everyday commuting and fairly heavy use, £30.
Ladies sports cycles: Falcon , very nice touring or commuting
cycle, drop handlebars, 21” frame, 700c wheels, £40; Raleigh ,
24” wheels, drop handlebars, very good value for a smaller
person £30. All from H R Morris� (01954) 782730, who is
always ready to discuss reasonable offers.

&\FOH 7KHIW
The inaugural meeting of the Cambridge ‘Cycle Crime working
group’ took place on 20 August, and I attended on behalf of
Cambridge Cycling Campaign. There were also representatives
from Cambridgeshire Constabulary and the University of
Cambridge – though sadly no one from the City or County
councils yet.

It’s early days yet, but initial action is likely to focus on the
imminent influx of students, as the annual statistics show a very
large peak every October.

On a related note, regular users of Cambridge station will have
noticed that the new entrance to the new cycle parking has been
closed off, due to a rush of bikes being stolen from that corner.
We have asked the British Transport Police for more
information, to try and understand the extent to which the new
entrance actually increased the rate of cycle theft, if at all.

Clare Macrae
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Sat 2 2.00 pm Gilbert Road public meeting at Chesterton
Community College, until 5.00 pm

Sat 2 STEER AGM in Luton

Sun 3 Home Farm Trust sponsored bike ride. 20 and 50
mile rides, from Orford House, Ugley Green.

Tue 5 7.30 pm Annual General Meeting , with guest speaker John
Franklin. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (Tea
and coffee, a chance to chat, and for us to introduce
ourselves to new members for the first half-hour. The
meeting itself starts at 8.)

Sat 9 10.00 am Police cycle auction , Parkside police station. Viewing
starts at 9.00 am. � (01354) 688197

Sun 10 2.00 pm Leisurely Ride . Meet at Brookside, near Lensfield
Road. A countryside ride, at a gentle pace, including a
stop at a tea shop or café. We’ll be back in Cambridge
by 6 pm

Thu 14 8.30 am Newsletter 26 review meeting, Tatties café

Fri 15–Sun 17 Campaign fact-finding trip to Oxford (Lisa�
245566)

Mon 18 8.30 Pub social . We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway

Sun 24 2.00 pm Leisurely Ride . Meet at Brookside, near Lensfield
Road (see 10 October for description)

Sat 30 10.00 am Dynamo Day . We’ll be in the Market Square until 1.00
pm, offering free checks on cycle lights.

Sun 31 2.00 am Clocks change. Don’t forget to check your lights.

1RYHPEHU

Tue 2 7.30 pm Open Meeting , Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane
(See 5 October for description).

Fri 5 midnight Newsletter 27 deadline. All copy must reach the editor
by today.

Sat 6 Autumn Cycle Campaign Network Conference, in
Salisbury. For details, contact Jimmy Walker �
jimmy.walker@camr.org.uk
� (01722) 325608

Sun 14 2.00 pm Leisurely Ride . Meet at Brookside, near Lensfield
Road (see 10 October for description)

Mon 15 8.30 pm Pub social . We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway

Wed 24 7.30 pm Newsletter 27 envelope stuffing, 8 Thirleby Close –
volunteers always welcome

'HFHPEHU

Tue 7 7.30 pm Open Meeting , Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane
(See 5 October for description).

Sun 12 2.00 pm Leisurely Ride . Meet at Brookside, near Lensfield
Road (see 10 October for description)

Thu 9 8.30 am Newsletter 27 review meeting, Tatties café

Mon 20 8.30 pm Pub social . We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway

)XUWKHU DKHDG

17–25 June 2000 Millennium Festival of Cycling – CTC National Bike
Week’s name in the year 2000

19–25 June 2000 Ride The Net , Sustrans celebration of the National
Cycle Network

$QQXDO *HQHUDO
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This year’s AGM will be on Tuesday 5 October, at
8 pm, at the Friends Meeting House, Jesus Lane,
Cambridge.

Our guest speaker will be John Franklin, who is
the author of the highly-respected book Cyclecraft

(which we reviewed in Newsletter 15), and who
has also studied collision rates on Milton Keynes’
roads and Redway cycle routes. John will talk on
‘the best way to provide for cyclists’

The schedule is:

z 7.30 Free tea, coffee and biscuits

z 8.00 Invited speaker – John Franklin

z 8.45 AGM Business

z 9.45 Meeting closes – and adjourns to the
Zebra

$*0 %XVLQHVV
The formal business of the AGM will be brief,
consisting mainly of:

z Short reports from some of this year’s officers

z Motions – to be submitted to the Co-ordinator
� 501050 by 6 pm on Sunday 3 October at
the latest.

z Elections

(OHFWLRQV
Nominations are welcomed for any of the elected
posts. There are eight of these, listed on page 2.
We are particularly keen to fill the still-vacant
Press Officer post.

Clare Macrae

John Franklin
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