
In this issue

National Cycling Strategy

Cycle parking at the station

Taking positions

Safe(r) routes to school

The 37-minute Hills Road Bus Race

BMA votes to keep helmets voluntary

Car parks into cycle access

Reporting potholes

National Bike Week

Do cycleways always mean loss of priority?

Victoria Road� �



If you like what you see in this newsletter,
then you can add your voice to our other
500 members, and join the Campaign.

Membership costs are low: £6 individual,
£3 unwaged, £10 household. For this, you
get six newsletters a year, discounts at a
large number of local bike shops, and
optional third party liability insurance. Get
in touch if you want to hear more.

—

Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up
in 1995 to voice the concerns of cyclists.
We are not a cycling club but an
organisation lobbying and campaigning for
the rights of cyclists, and promoting
cycling in and around Cambridge.

Come to our regular stall on Saturdays
outside the Guildhall. This is the public
face of the campaign and volunteers are
always welcome to help. And don’t forget
our meetings, open to all, on the first
Tuesday of each month, 7.30 for 8.00 pm
at the Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus
Lane, Cambridge.
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At its meeting during National Bike Week in June, Cambridgeshire County Council’s
Environment and Transport Committee agreed to adopt the National Cycling Strategy into
local policy. We discussed at our own Campaign meeting in June how the National
Cycling Strategy could become more central to the Council’s thinking on cycling.
Councillor Donald Adey, Cycling Campaign member and Liberal Democrat Transport
spokesperson, attended our meeting, and took the message back to the committee. A
suitable item on the Environment and Transport Committee’s agenda allowed an
amendment to be put, and there was all-party agreement.

The Strategy originally emerged in 1996, setting headline targets of doubling cycle trips in
six years and quadrupling them in 16. Cambridgeshire’s adoption does not necessarily
mean that local targets would reflect the national figure (Cambridge City could potentially
double, but not quadruple its cycling journeys). Possibly more important however, is the
combined influence of the Strategy and the still to be published Transport White Paper
(though hopes fade of this producing serious change as time passes) on the County
Council’s approach.

The County’s own Cycling
Strategy is being reviewed:
this was prepared before the
National Cycling Strategy
was introduced, and though
it aims to make cycling safer
and more convenient, and to
promote cycling, its targets
were modest and focused
on, for example, what length
of cycle track could be built. Old timers among you may remember that making comments
on this document was one of the first reports the Campaign produced, and prompted our
own Manifesto.

Brian Smith, Director of Environment and Transport pointed out at a lecture several of us
attended last month that despite the high absolute numbers of casualties, the cycle safety
record is actually better in the County because it is shared among so many more cyclists
and journeys. But as John Richards observes in Do cycleways always mean loss of
priority? on page 18, safety and convenience can be uncomfortable bedfellows, if cycling
policy is viewed as a matter only of building cycle tracks and paths. The National Cycling
Strategy takes a rather different line.

While safety is a primary concern, the model cycling strategy for local authorities that it
includes picks up the same hierarchy of priorities as the guideline book Cycle Friendly
Infrastructure:

  z Traffic reduction

  z Traffic calming

  z Junction treatment and traffic management

  z Redistribution of the carriageway; and at the end of the list

  z Cycle lanes and tracks

The Strategy also covers much broader ground: for example, cycle parking and security,
cycle-friendly employer schemes (already something the County Council is involved in),
maintenance and land use development.

I think it is fair to say that the County Council already points in the right direction on nearly
all of the National Cycling Strategy issues. However, what is important is that the National
Cycling Strategy gives a different emphasis, and serves as a pointer to the areas where,
though meaning well and saying the right things, the Council has not really done very
much. A positive report on priority assessment for cycle budgets, strategy and relationship
with development and development plans prepared for the Strategic Joint Forum of our
area’s three Councils make a good start by actually mentioning the National Cycling
Strategy. We have not been aware of this happening in such papers before.

‘Local strategies should be prepared in close consultation
with cyclists’ organisations and other transport user groups’

– NCS section 3.4.1].
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If there is one item that I would like to see come out of the policy adoption it is the use of
Cycle Audit. This is a formal means to assess all development – both buildings and all
changes to roads (not just cycling specific developments) – against a check-list of best
practice for cycling. Edinburgh has such a system in operation now, with a very
straightforward assessment form. For example, this requires a strong formal justification
for a new one way street which does not have cycle exemption. This would complement
and help to balance the existing safety audit procedures. (Many councils also audit all
kinds of schemes and policies for impact on people with disabilities, race issues and so
on, so the idea is not unfamiliar.)

Dave Earl

&\FOH�SDUNLQJ�DW�WKH�VWDWLRQ
I am delighted to report that WAGN have begun installing 158 new Sheffield stands,
exactly doubling the number of bike spaces at the station. Space is being used behind the
advertising hoardings, near the new taxi rank. Thank you to WAGN and Cambridgeshire
County Council for this much needed addition.

Clare Macrae

Elsewhere, unfortunately, WAGN is still succeeding in discouraging people from parking
bikes. What they really meant was ‘if you leave your bike here for another 13 days, you

will contravene a by-law’.
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The Campaign has now published detailed ‘position papers’ on left-
turn-only lanes, advanced stop lines and one-way streets. On 13
July, Dave and I presented all three to the Cycling Liaison Group.
Our proposals (summarised below) were received politely by council
officers but with little enthusiasm. We heard lots of reasons why our
proposals could not be implemented but few suggestions as to how
such problems might be overcome. We will therefore now seek
political support for our proposals. To start this process we will be
sending copies of our position papers to relevant elected councillors.

So, what did we say? Left-turn-only lanes and one-way streets were
discussed in some detail in Newsletter 18, whilst advanced stop lines
were discussed in Newsletter 17. We won’t therefore repeat all the
details here. Here’s a brief summary of what we said.

/HIW�WXUQ�RQO\�/DQHV
We explained how left-turn-lanes caused real difficulties for cyclists,
and made some suggestions about how these problems could be
minimised by suitable detailed design. In particular we said that:

  z The road layout should be designed so that the left-turn
lane appears as a separate lane on the left, with motorists
having to perform an explicit manoeuvre to get into it.

  z Straight-ahead cyclists should be protected by a continuous
cycle lane from the single-lane section of the road right up to
the stop line.

  z An advanced stop line should be provided at the end of the
straight-ahead lane.

We drew attention to the left-turn from East Road into Mill Road as
an example of good design.

$GYDQFHG�6WRS�/LQHV
We said that advanced stop lines (ASLs) were a low-cost but highly-
effective way of helping cyclists at signalled junctions, and that we
would like to see them at every such junction in Cambridge. Some of
the advanced stop lines in Cambridge were, however, less than
ideal. We therefore suggested that the following general principles
be adopted:

  z Advanced stop lines should always have a red surface

  z They should always have an approach lane

  z The reservoir area behind the stop line should always
extend across the full width of the traffic lane. If there is
more than one traffic lane the reservoir should normally
extend across all lanes.

  z If the left-lane is for left turns only, the approach lane should
be to its right.

We also asked the council to experiment with providing eye-level
signals for cyclists waiting at the stop line, as was suggested in
Newsletter 17. These would be easier for cyclists to see, especially
when there was no signal opposite the junction, and could also be
used to give cyclists a ‘head start’ before other traffic.

2QH�ZD\�VWUHHWV
We said that many more one-way streets should be made available
for cyclists to use in both directions. We suggested that the council
should review each of the one-way streets in Cambridge and convert
them for two-way cycling unless there was a good reason for not
doing so.

Nigel Deakin
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0HPEHUVKLS�8SGDWH
We’ve done it! Four months ahead of our aim, we’ve passed the
500 members mark! You might have seen the press coverage,
welcoming 500th member Donald Bett. Since we’ve been asking
new members how they heard about the Campaign, we’ve
discovered how many people join because of personal
recommendations. So, thank you to everyone who has been
spreading the word.

Although 500 was our target, it’s by no means a limit. So if you’re
reading this and think you might be interested in joining the
Campaign, please do get in touch with us – see page 2 for contact
details.

Clare Macrae

500th member, Donald Bett

Safe Routes To
School is a Sustrans
initiative to get school
children to look at
ways to make it
easier to walk or cycle
to their own schools.

Anyone who has
noticed the great drop
in traffic queues in
half term might be
surprised to note that
the actual drop in
rush-hour journeys in
these weeks is only
around 8% to 10%. Mudguard stickers are now

available at a cost of 25p from
the Saturday stall in the market
square. Or you can send a
stamped self-addressed
envelope to us with a first class
stamp enclosed  and we will
post one to you.

Incidentally, clean your
mudguard with washing-up
liquid before applying, so it will
stick properly.

One of a recent set of postcards published by
Sustrans promoting Safe Routes To School

This highlights the benefits available from reducing motorised
journeys to school.

Locally, ten schools in Cambridge, St Ives and Littleport have
started setting up project groups to look at the issues.

Cambridgeshire County Council have recently appointed a Safe
Routes To Schools project worker, Tara Lammas-Daniell, who will
be based at Shire Hall with the County Council’s Road Safety
Team. Curiously though, the scheme seems to have been
renamed locally, and is referred to as ‘Safer Routes To School’.
For more information about the project contact Tara on 717385.

Clare Macrae
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Since the beginning of the year, the section of Long Road from
Hills Road to the sixth form college has been plagued with
increasing amounts of parking. This has meant that cyclists have

had to ride on the wrong
side of the centre line or
risk a car door being
opened in their path, and
following vehicles have
been overtaking cyclists
into the path of oncoming
vehicles.

Fortunately the Councils
have recognised the
problems this caused and
decided to ban parking at
their meeting in June.
Yellow lines have now
been installed in both the
directly affected areas,
and the whole of the rest
of Long Road and Queen
Edith’s Way east of Hills
Road, so that the
problem does not just
shift to there.

We wrote to councillors in
advance of the meeting
supporting these
restrictions, and as a
regular user I think this is
probably the most

beneficial safety measure that has been instituted anywhere on
routes I commonly use, expensive cycle schemes and new traffic
lights included, and for a fraction of the cost.

$ERXW�7RZQ

%XUUHOO·V :DON��¶ZKDW�D�VPRRWKLH·

Burrell’s Walk (from Queen’s Road to Grange Road
behind the University Library) has been resurfaced.
This is now a wonderful cycling surface. It is wide
enough and free from cars, so conflicts with
pedestrian users are minimal. Now we need to see
the signalled crossing lined up with the lane and
made into a proper cycle crossing. The impact of
West Cambridge development may eventually
secure this, but the large numbers of cycle trips that
area will generate will need much more doing than
just resurfacing.

In addition, there has been more helpful smooth
resurfacing on sections of Cherry Hinton Road,
complementing what was done last year.

0RUH�UHVXUIDFLQJ�²�0LOO�5RDG
DQG�&KHUU\�+LQWRQ�5RDG

When the Mill Road and Gwydir Street signals were
installed last year, one of the comments we made
was that the approach from Mill Road bridge was
extremely poor. The County has now recognised this
and resurfaced the section from the bridge to the
north side of the junction. Unfortunately this meant
wiping out all the newly installed road markings and red surfacing,
so these all have to be re-instated, which apart from the expense,
is a relatively slow process. However, perhaps this offers a second
opportunity to press the case for even narrow approach lanes to
the advanced stop reservoirs for cyclists.

4XHHQ�(GLWK·V
:D\�²�SURPLVH
UHQHJHG�RQ

Despite our representa-
tions (see ‘Counting
Edith’ in Newsletter 18),
Councillors decided in
committee in June that
they would not carry out
the review of the
shared-use footways in
Queen Edith’s Way that
was promised when
they were first installed.
The response from the
County Council pleaded
lack of money – an
inability to do everything
at once – though quite
why a review should
necessarily entail large
amounts of money is not
clear. Such a review
might indeed lead to
new demands on funds,
but not necessarily
directly from the cycling
budget.

Burrell’s Walk

Burrell's Walk

Queen Edith's WayLong Road

Newmarket Road

Fulbourn Road

Barton Road

(Histon
Willingham)
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At long last, the expected cycle filter lights at the ends of the two
bus lanes on Newmarket Road have been installed. This means
that cyclists can now do legally what they have been doing all
along – cycling through past the signals in safety.

However, the cycle lane
on Newmarket Road
just to the east of the
railway bridge has still
not been reinstated,
and at the time of
writing, we have just
written another letter
about this – our third.
The Ditton Lane signals
also still fail to detect
bikes; more people are
using the bypass
around them. The River
Lane lights are also still
not detecting my bike,
but seem to for most
other people! Not that it
makes any difference,
because no one is
actually waiting for the
lights to change
anyway.

+LVWRQ�DQG�:LOOLQJKDP

We received plans for two very similar schemes to install traffic
lights at the main cross-roads in Histon and Willingham. Both of
these would have advanced stop lines for cyclists, including at
least partial approach lanes. Unfortunately I haven’t had time to
respond to these, but they look like positive changes from the
cyclist’s point of view.

)XOERXUQ�5RDG

Plans are now well advanced for a cycle track on the north side of
Fulbourn Road between Cherry Hinton and Fulbourn. We have
been working with the County Council to try to iron out the sharp
turns and drop kerbs that seem to dog schemes like this. For
example, the details now accept that the cycle track can just go
straight across a bus lay-by that sees only one service a day (and
rarely any passengers at the stop), rather than wiggling round the
back of it.

The Fulbourn end will go over the hill by the windmill (which pretty
much everyone who commented on the original proposals said
should happen) and be protected by a severe road narrowing at

Caraway Road (including, however, a by-pass for cyclists so
people who use the road will not be squashed). This, and a similar
island at the other end of the village, attracted much more debate
at a recent public meeting in Fulbourn than the cycle track.

Unfortunately, the other end is in the City, so there does not
appear to be funding for an island there. This means that the
attractiveness of the scheme is much reduced because it requires
a crossing of the road (and the unreconstructed path at the City
end is a much lower quality). What will no doubt happen in practice
is that cyclists who feel they need to use an off-road path will stay
on the footway illegally up to the Robin Hood junction, to join the
existing shared-use on Cherry Hinton Road which is also on the
north side.

Cyclists who continue to use the road for all or part of the journey
will have a useful feature at the awkwardly placed roundabout at
the end of Yarrow Road – a bypass avoiding the roundabout
altogether. Intended for use heading towards town, I can actually
see it being attractive to cyclists going east as well, which the
Council would no doubt be extremely alarmed about!

Construction is likely to start in
the late summer and be
complete in the autumn.

%DUWRQ�5RDG

At the time of writing, the cycle
track on Barton Road – which
has been mentioned many
times in past newsletters – is
just about complete, but the
traffic lights and cycle crossing
at Grantchester Street have
still not been installed. Six
Give Way’s in around two
minutes is very frustrating and
will no doubt lead to significant
numbers of cyclists continuing
to use the road.

Despite the narrowness at the western end, the surface and width
are considerable improvements on what was there before. It is a
shame, though, that they have not been able to get features such
as drain covers level with the surface, so that it is still a worse
surface than the road alongside.

No money has been found for a signalled crossing at Grantchester
Road, so one of the primary group of potential users of the new
path – the language school opposite Wolfson College – will still be
ordered by their Principal not to use it. Most will continue to illegally
cycle on the pavement on the south side as far as the pelican
crossing at Grange Road.

David Earl

Long Road: car parking banned

Cycle filter light on Newmarket Road

Fulbourn Road–Yarrow Road junction: where the planned cycle bypass will go
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The County Council wants to make sure that the Babraham Road
Park and Ride site, due to open next summer, has bus priority
measures along Hills Road ready to complement it by the time it is
completed. Newmarket Road was done in a great hurry soon after
the site opened.

The target is a 37 minute round trip time for buses on Hills Road to
the City Centre. This will allow Stagecoach to operate a ten-minute
service with four buses, all they are apparently prepared to apply to
the site.

Because there is more planning ahead this time, there has also
been more thought put into helping cyclists on Hills Road. Some
work will go ahead this year because there is already money
allocated in the current budget.

It is unfortunate that the signals at Brooklands Avenue jumped the
gun by breaking down for good in June, rather forcing the Council’s
hand. Richard Preston at the County Council, just a couple of
weeks earlier, had described them to us as ‘clapped out.’
Unfortunately this has meant a prolonged period without the cycle
lights. However, the left turn only movement at the junction was
also suspended, so it was not as bad as it could have been.

The changes proposed are starting to acquire detail now. They
aren’t as radical as those on Newmarket Road (at least in the first
instance), instead allowing the buses to change ordinary lights
early, rather than having a separate set of signals.

Changes to the traffic lights will help cyclists in various places,
though it is disappointing that nothing at all is being proposed on
Hills Road bridge. At first sight, allocating a lane in each direction
to buses and cycles would seem obvious, but County Council
modelling shows that would actually slow down the buses because
of the additional queues of traffic generated further back. However
that does mean that there is no protection for cyclists on the
bridge, especially at the two pinch points as you start up the
ramps.

Emergency repairs to the Brooklands Avenue traffic lights
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There seem to be many
points to welcome – the cycle

lane southbound at the City end,
and the replacement of the Adden-

brooke’s Roundabout for example.

However, we would rather the cycle lanes past
Homerton College were improved rather than yet another

shared-use footway installed, and concern has been
expressed about the knock-on effect of banning right turns into the

‘Camtax’ road by the station.

Advanced Stop Lines without approach lanes seem to be the order of the day at all the
traffic lights, and left-turn only lanes are present in abundance, so we’ll want to make
comments about these too.

David Earl

6DWXUGD\�VWDOO
Every Saturday, you’ll find Cambridge Cycling Campaign members
outside the Guildhall, talking to people who stop by, and selling T-
shirts, mugs, etc. A lot of our members first heard about the Campaign
at the Stall.

This is the time of year when regular stall volunteers are often away,
and it’s harder than usual to find enough people to run it. Sadly, a few
weeks ago, we had to cancel the stall due to lack of people. So, there’s
never been a better time to give Paula a ring on 323057, or pop along
and have a chat with members there one Saturday, to see what’s
involved. You won’t be on your own – and it’s an enjoyable way to meet
other members.

Clare Macrae
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&KHUU\�+LQWRQ�5RDG�5DJH
I notice in Newsletter 18 under the article ‘Left in the Lurch’ that
you cite the Robin Hood traffic lights as a junction which is difficult
for cyclists.

Yesterday approaching these traffic lights on Cherry Hinton Road
from Cherry Hinton Park side, I suffered a serious incident with a
middle-aged man driving a red Ford Sierra. I was on the road
travelling at about 15 mph (keeping up with the moderate motor
traffic) and wishing to go straight ahead. At the point where the
road widens (but before the lane markings start) I made my move
for the centre of the road. At this point the man driving the Sierra
decided that was ‘not on’ and accelerated harshly, overtaking me
using the opposite side of the road, then immediately cut in to the

left turn lane and braked to a crawl as
he queued in the traffic. I had to
brake, not too hard, but was surprised
as I overtook him (in the straight
ahead lane) when he stuck his head
out of his window and shouted abuse
at me. I don’t know what he said but it
contained several expletives. I
pointed out that I was in the correct
lane to go straight head and noted
that at no time had he indicated that
he wished to turn left. This led to
more expletives from him, so I
decided he wasn’t to be reasoned
with and continued on my way.

I was bemused and upset by the
incident since, in the eyes of the irate
motorist, I had done something wrong
when I had not. The only reason I
learned of his upset was that he was
one of the more easily enraged of the
motoring public. Perhaps these
situations annoy a large proportion of
motorists (most can control
themselves) and I have to assume
that it the design of the junction which
causes these conflicts.

I think that your suggestions for the
improvement of Murkett’s Corner are
excellent. I use this junction daily and
it can be awkward both as a cyclist
watching out for less observant
motorists, and vice-versa. This

proposal could easily be applied to the Robin Hood traffic lights.

Is there anybody I can contact (preferably via e-mail) who has
responsibility for either of these junctions?

Kevin Bushell

The Cherry Hinton Road junction at the Robin Hood is one that
alarms me too, and is one that features strongly in the ‘left turn
lanes’ report just completed (see Taking Positions on page 4)

David Earl

6SHHG�FXVKLRQV�DUHQ·W UDUH
Speed cushions aren’t as rare as you say: they are pretty
widespread throughout Arbury and King’s Hedges, in particular on
Campkin Road. I like them very much, both as a cyclist and a car

%0$�YRWHV�WR�NHHS
KHOPHWV�YROXQWDU\

I hesitate to raise the subject of cycle helmets in these pages,
because it is a subject which raises passions on both sides of the
argument, often with little fruitful outcome. It is certainly a subject
where non-cyclists have very strong opinions on what is best for
cyclists and the nanny-state culture and victim blamers get to work
overtime.

However, the British Medical Association conference in the middle
of July took a balanced view of the subject in response to a motion
that the BMA should promote compulsory wearing of helmets. This
is an important decision, so I felt we should report it here. The
organisation understood the reasons why so many cyclists – even
those who wear helmets
themselves – are against
compulsion.

The experience in places
where this has been done is
that there is a huge
reduction in the number of
people cycling. Not
surprisingly this has
sometimes been accompa-
nied by a fall in casualties.
In some countries however,
the severity of injuries has
actually risen – speculation
as to why includes the
possibility that the mix of
types of cyclist left has
changed, and that risk
compensation (the effect of
feeling safer – warranted or
not – making you take more
risks) may play a part.

The reduction in cyclists has
serious knock on effects in
terms of health and
longevity. Because regular
exercise is so important to
health, the potential
reduction in cycling
outweighs the casualty
reduction from reduced
head injuries. This is why
the BMA stepped back from
supporting compulsion.

From a principled point of view, another reason why so many
cyclists feel strongly about this issue is that a great deal of time,
effort and money can go into promoting cycle helmet wearing. That
effort could have been directed at the source of the problem,
largely the excessive speed of motor vehicles.

In spite of many fewer than 20% of Cambridge cyclists wearing
helmets, we get silly dictums from the County Council that any
cyclist in publicity coming from them must be wearing a helmet.
This just makes leaflets featuring more than one or two cyclists
look odd, because they are so unrepresentative of the real world.
Mind you, they slip up sometimes. The recent glossy on the Hills
Road proposals shows a cyclist without a helmet – and this looks
ordinary and typical, and is much the better for it in my opinion.

David Earl
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driver. They are generally much more comfortable in a car than the
normal humps, but you still have to slow down for them, and of
course on a bike they effectively do not exist.

I think they’re the best sort of speed humps I have encountered in
Cambridge, and the more people tell the council that the better.
They do look as though they have been built with more care (and
doubtless more expense) than many of the other types.

Tim Cutts

2EVWUXFWHG�URXWHV
With regard to the article ‘One-way streets’ on page six of the June
newsletter I would like to point out a danger which seems to have
been overlooked. Although the one-way nature of Bateman Street
(shown in the picture) is in theory an ‘excellent way of adding to
cyclists’ convenience’ there is a major problem with this. Cars are
allowed to park on the road at certain times and drivers leave their
cars sticking out into the road, completely obstructing the cycle
lane. This means that cyclists attempting to overtake these
obstructions face danger from oncoming cars as the road is so
narrow. I feel that this danger should be particularly highlighted as
some of the main users of this cycle lane are children from the
Perse School for girls and St. Mary’s School.

Mary Lund

The problem of car-parking in bike lanes is cropping up more and
more frequently in comments by members – a big concern. – Clare
Macrae

3LQFK�6WLOHV
I just wondered if the issue of the pinch stiles around Midsummer
Common and the Cutter Ferry and Fort St George bridges has
been raised at all. I have lived near the common for more than ten
years and have always found them a complete pain. Besides the
obvious inconvenience to cyclists (I’ve had a number of rapped
knuckles and given my watch a good bashing) I have also heard a
number of complaints from people with children in push-chairs.
Furthermore I note in Newsletter 18 that cyclists with trailers can’t
use them at all.

Every so often one of the ‘ears’ is ripped-off by some helpful vandal
and I think ‘bloody good’… but within a few weeks the council have
welded another one on.

Likewise there is a pair of gates under Victoria Avenue bridge. Now
I can see the need for one to keep the stock in, but why one earth a

second one five yards further on, doubling the hassle for the poor
old cyclist?

The ideal would be to remove all of the pinch stiles and replace
them with cattle grids like the ones near Cutter Ferry bridge and
Elizabeth Way bridge.

Mark Goodson

We made all these points in our recent report to the County
Council on the Newmarket Road corridor (see newsletter ??). We
hope we may make some progress on this in the next few months
in the context of the ‘Newmarket Road corridor’. We will certainly
be pressing the point. The cattle grids are one of the most helpful
features for cyclists in this area. – David Earl

/LRQ�<DUG
I was not allowed to wheel my bicycle through Lion Yard. I was told
by somebody else that it’s because it has been privatised and the
security people stop cyclists from taking (not riding) their bicycles
through.

Do you know anything about it?

Is there anything one can do?

I find it particularly useful to wheel it through the pedestrian areas
to carry the shopping in the basket.

Lucila Makin

Despite opposition from a wide variety of groups, Cambridge City
Council decided in its wisdom to change the status of Lion Yard. It
is now no longer a ‘public highway’. This was done largely because
of pressure from Barclays who own the buildings and want to
revamp it, more in the style of the Grafton Centre. The issue is
complicated a bit further now by the Grand Arcade proposals to
redevelop the whole of the area bounded by Lion Yard, Corn
Exchange Street, Downing Street and St Andrews Street into a big
new shopping mall. Having encountered the soul-less shopping
malls in the centre of Gloucester, Worcester and Norwich, I can’t
say the prospect excites me, but at least they’ll be accessible to
cyclists even if you have to park at the edge, unlike an out of town
development. – David Earl

1DWLRQDO�1HZV

  z Something a little unusual: Phillips, the auctioneers, are
holding a sale of cycles and cycling memorabilia, on
Saturday 15 August in Gateshead. For details, call 0191
477 6688 or see photos of what’s on sale on the web at
www.phillips-auctions.com/auct.

  z I’ve just returned from a visit to my old student stomping
ground – Oxford – and was pleasantly surprised at the
huge increase in cycle parking. The central area of the
City has systematically had blocks of Sheffield racks
(quaintly known as toast racks) inserted. Full marks to the
local council for not being afraid to remove a few parking

spaces. We would love to see an area like North Romsey
given similar treatment. An experiment could start with one
or two streets, and move outwards.

  z The CTC, London Cycling Campaign and the Welsh
Cycling Union are in talks about a possible merger. They
claim that the resultant organisation would create the
biggest single voice for cyclists in the world. We believe it
would also leave us as the largest local group in England!

Clare Macrae
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Clare and I recently met with Roger
Cutting, a senior manager at
Addenbrooke’s, and Colin Carr from the
Bicycle User Group, to see what might
be done on the hospital site to improve
cycle access to the heart of the site. We
discussed ways for cyclists to avoid the
one-way system and access from the
Shelford and Trumpington directions,
but one of the most interesting
observations was how most cyclists
coming onto the site do so – through the
middle of a car park.

Coming south along Hills Road most
cyclists move into the middle of the road
at a convenient point, and then jump
over the grass verge and bank next to
the corner of the outpatients car park
(there’s a well worn groove on the
bank). This avoids the dreadful right
turn at the Addenbrooke’s roundabout,
cuts a corner, and avoids the internal
roundabout too.

This led to an inspiration that could be
used elsewhere as well. Clearly it
makes sense to forge a properly
surfaced access following the desire
line, and maybe an island to help
turning off Hills Road. However,
manoeuvring vehicles in the car park
don’t mix well with cycles. But it looks as

Here ...

...to here ...

... to where?

6PDOO�DGV
Free to members of the Campaign, on cycling
subjects. 10p per word for non-members or for non-
cycling subjects. For free ads, please be as brief as if

you were paying for them.

For Sale: Trailer Bike – Tag along £159.95
(from Grafham Water Cycles (01480) 812500)
Suits children approx. 4-9. Hamax child seat
(rear) highback, removable, for child up to 22 kg
£15 (new nearly £40). Spare brackets can be
purchased. Italian front child seat removable, 2
brackets for fixing to 2 adult bikes (steering
column) £15 – Elizabeth/Roger Arndt�
570884

Good home wanted for lots of back-issues of
this newsletter. Contact Clare � 501050 to find
out what is available.

National Bike Week children's art competition entries, anti-clockwise from left,
by Eliza Hembrow, Erin Austin, Giles Currington and Rowan Austin (see page 17)

though there is room simply to move two rows of
parked cars apart by a couple of metres to let the
cycles go between them. With kerbs to stop
encroachment, and a clear crossing point, this
should allow a much improved way into the hospital
complex from the north and east.

This idea led us to think about where there are
similar possibilities. The obvious example is at the
station where a cycle route is actually signposted
through the car park. Could we avoid the manoeu-
vring cars by going between them? And let’s see if
we can get rid of the fierce turns under the
suspension bridge too, we were asked at the July
Campaign meeting. Could there even be a ramp onto
the bridge from the station, a feature which was
opposed by the then British Rail when the bridge was
first built? We will raise this with WAGN at our next
liaison meeting with them at the end of July.

Is there anywhere else where you know car parks
are used by cyclists as a through route? The
Chemistry Department on Lensfield Road springs to
mind as one. Do you know of any others?

Dave Earl
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  z The Travel for Work scheme (incorporating Cycle Friendly

Employers) continues to go from strength to strength. The
scheme has recently received a boost in the form of a
substantial grant from a national charitable organisation.
As a result, a second job of ‘Cycle Friendly Employers Co-
ordinator’ is being created. This part-time post will place
much greater emphasis on the Cycle Friendly Employers
Scheme. If you are interested, contact either David Earl or
myself. The closing date for applications is 5 August 1998,
and interviews will be held on 9 September, so you will
need to act quickly.

  z Coleridge Community College will be running Bicycle
Maintenance Classes this Autumn. This hands-on course
will cover fixing punctures, adjusting brakes, wheels and
hubs, gears, bearings, and cleaning and lubricating chains.
The course is on Tuesday evenings, from 7:15 to 9:15 pm
starting 22 September. For more information, call 712340
or 712341.

  z Central Trains has begun a major consultation exercise
with cyclists. The 1998 ‘Cycling by Train’ Leaflet includes a
tick-box survey on cycle usage. We plan to reply on behalf
of the Campaign, but if you are interested, do get in touch
with Central Trains Customer Relations directly on 0121
654 3833 for your own copy. Full marks to Central Trains
for encouraging dialogue. (Central Trains routes from
Cambridge include Liverpool Lime Street, Peterborough,
Ely, Worcester and Stansted.)

  z Cambridgeshire County Council is about to embark on a
major new study of Origins and Destinations of business
journeys in the County. By using a quarterly questionnaire,
it should be possible to separate seasonal trends from
genuine shifts in behaviour. As Jim Chisholm remarked in
Newsletter 18, there’s a great need for this data. Hopefully,
we’ll see cyclists better represented in the computerised
Cambridge Traffic Model as a result.

  z Chris’s Bikes have started a twice-weekly bike repair
service for cyclists at Addenbrooke’s Hospital, on Monday

and Wednesday mornings, between 8 am – 1 pm. Look
out for the white van in the Consultants’ car park, outside
the main entrance. For information, call Chris Lloyd on
276004.

  z This year’s ‘Annual Historic Churches Trust Bike Ride’ is
on Saturday 12 September. Riders are sponsored by the
number of churches visited, with most churches open, and
many providing a welcoming drink and biscuit. Proceeds
are divided between the Cambridgeshire Historic Churches
Trust, and a church of the rider’s choice. For more
information in Cambridgeshire, contact David Harrison on
290388, or Rob Walker on 234150.

  z I read the Cambridge Evening News reports that
‘Cambridge Trishaws’ were leaving the City with
considerable sadness. I find it very hard to square the
minutes of City Council sub-committees, instructing
officers to reduce the restrictions upon Simon Lane’s
business, with what has happened. I feel Cambridge is
poorer for the disappearance of this most sustainable of
modes of transport.

  z Not cycle-related, but worth a mention, since I feel that a
healthier bus system can only benefit cyclists by reducing
car traffic… Stagecoach Cambus have recently introduced
a new ticket scheme, called the MegaRider. One ticket is
valid for 7 days, for an unlimited number of journeys on all
Stagecoach Cambus services within the area. I’ve noticed
a big reduction in journey times from Arbury to the City
Centre, as many people already have a ticket now when
they board the bus. For more information, call Stagecoach
Cambus’ Information Line on 423554.

  z Overheard whilst locking my bike up outside a reputable
Cambridge cycle shop recently – one which sells bright
yellow frames named after world-famous cyclist Greg
Lemond – ‘Here, John, that Lemon looks like a nice
machine.’

  z Can you help us keep members up to date? If you spot
any cycle-related news, please tell us about it!

Clare Macrae

5HSRUWLQJ�SRWKROHV
One of the questions that crops
up in the Open Forum at our
Monthly Meetings is ‘How do I
report potholes?’. We can now
supply a definitive answer.

Page 45 of ‘The A-Z of Council
Services in Cambridgeshire,
Third Edition, 1998’ states:

‘Road Maintenance: Road
Repairs, resurfacing, potholes,
cutting of roadside verges and
grassed areas within villages,
snow clearance, gritting and
salting, skip permits, roadside
drains. Maintenance of road markings, signs, pavements,
cycleways, bollards, road crossings, dropped kerbs, on-street car
parking.’

  z Cambridge City Council Highways Department
� 457000.

  z Outside Cambridge City, in the
area just to the North
� (01353) 667826

  z Outside Cambridge City, in the
area just to the South
� 833717

This very useful publication was
delivered with free newspapers earlier
this year, and is also available on the
World Wide Web.

Council engineers stress that they
largely depend upon reports from the
public to know when things need fixing.
So next time you notice a problem, note

as much detail as possible about the location, and phone it in. If
you have time, let us know how you get on. (So far, on a sample of
one, I have been impressed at the speed of response.)

Clare Macrae

$XJXVW������ &DPEULGJH�&\FOLQJ�&DPSDLJQ�1HZVOHWWHU���� �����

� �



)RUWKFRPLQJ�HYHQWV
)DFW�ILQGLQJ�:HHNHQG�LQ�<RUN

Following on from last year’s very successful trip to Groningen in
the Netherlands, we are now planning a fact-finding visit to what
some people describe as Britain’s premier cycling city – York.

York is a similar city to Cambridge in many respects and it will be
very interesting to see how
it compares as a place to
cycle. We will be keen to
discover whether York’s
reputation as a cycle-
friendly city is deserved,
and whether it offers any
lessons that we can take
home and use in our
campaigning in Cambridge.

The weekend of 23–25
October has been
provisionally chosen for the
trip. Nothing is definite yet
but we will probably travel
up by train on the Friday
night and stay two nights in a modest hotel. We hope to spend
Saturday exploring the city on bikes with the help of local cycle
campaigners and on the Sunday there might be time to go for a
ride in the countryside before returning home to Cambridge.

Everybody is welcome to join us. We hope it will be a lot of fun. If
you are interested in coming along (there’s no need to commit
yourself at this stage) then please contact Clare or Nigel.

Nigel Deakin

'�7(. WULS

Regular readers will have noticed a specialist cycle dealership
called D.TEK being mentioned in various contexts. They are based
in Little Thetford, which is near Ely (and not to be confused with
Thetford, near Brandon) and specialise in unusual human-

powered vehicles of all manner of
shape and size, including
recumbents, child trailers, load-
carrying trailers and wheelchair
bikes.

A number of you have mentioned
an interest in trying out some of
these, so we’re planning to run a
Campaign trip one weekday
evening at the start of September.
We’ll put our bikes on the train to
Ely, then cycle two miles to Little
Thetford. There may be a small
charge for the evening, in addition
to the train fare.

Places are limited, and will be allocated on a strictly first come, first
served basis, so get in touch with me soon to book your place.

Clare Macrae

6WUDWHJ\�'D\

It’s now three years since a group of about 15 Cambridge cyclists
launched Cambridge Cycling Campaign. In that time, we have
grown to over 500 members. We continually receive compliments
on our professionalism, and on the high quality of our reports,
publications and other work.

However, the period following National Bike week is always one of
reflection (exhaustion?) and this year we’re stepping further back,
for a complete review of the way we work, and how best we can
fulfil our aims and objectives.

Like any voluntary organisation, we depend entirely on volunteers,
working in our spare time. We will be looking at how best to use
that time, and deciding what our highest priorities should be. This
will all take place at a Strategy Day, on Saturday 12 September,
and in preparation, I will be collating suggestions. We already have
the database of comments from application forms. But if you have
any ideas to improve life for cyclists locally, however unusual or
ambitious, now is the time to let us know.

$*0
We will report the consensus from the Strategy Day to the AGM,
which this year is on Tuesday 6 October.

Some advance notice for the elections at the AGM: David Earl has
decided to step down as Press Officer (although he plans to stand
again as Liaison Officer and Membership Secretary).

We are very keen to hear from you if you think you might be able to
help with this role. The post mainly involves writing Press Releases
for the Campaign. Ideally, you should have e-mail access and the
facility to send faxes. David is keen to stress that he will be around
to help – but just doesn’t have enough time for the job any more.

We would like to arrange a keynote speaker at the AGM. Any
ideas?

Clare Macrae
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A new sub-group formed recently to continue work on our plans for
a local trailer-loan scheme.

The idea is for the Campaign to buy a small number of load-
carrying cycle trailers, and store them in
a secure but easily accessible location.
Individual Campaign members could
then borrow a trailer, for a period such
as 24 or 48 hours, to do things like
shopping, carrying recycling, making
bulky purchases, etc. This will enable
some journeys, which otherwise would
have needed a car or taxi, to be done
easily and conveniently by bike.

We expect that some members will use
the scheme regularly, whilst others may
use it as a trial, to decide whether to buy
their own trailer.

Obviously there are lots of things to be
resolved, such as:

  z Finding a convenient, central,
secure location to store the
trailer(s)

  z Choosing the right trailer(s)
(Cost, stability, capacity,
suitability of bracket, etc.)

0DSV

The idea of producing a map of cycle routes in Cambridge has
generated a lot of interest from members. Thank you to everybody
who has offered suggestions and support. The inaugural meeting
of the maps subgroup had the largest turnout I’ve ever seen at a
campaign subgroup!

The first task of the subgroup is to decide whether to produce a
map ourselves or whether to persuade somebody else to produce
one. We are therefore currently in a ‘research’ phase, investigating
how we might produce our own map and how much it would cost at
the same time as talking to commercial organisations who might
be interested in producing a map on a commercial basis.

Nigel Deakin

6FLHQFH�3DUN�DFFHVV

Earlier this year Bidwells kindly sent us plans of changes to the
layout of the Science Park Access Road, including details of a new
shared-use cycle path planned for the entrance to the site.

Overall, we were rather disappointed at the right-angled bends,
and the lack of integration of the track into the junctions at either
end. (In fairness, Bidwells did make it clear that the plans we had
been given were slightly out of date.)

We wrote to Bidwells, and to the County Council, with detailed
comments.

We haven’t received a reply from Bidwells, but we have received
an assurance from the County Council that our comments will be
passed on to the engineers involved. We trust that this will indeed
be the case.

Clare Macrae

  z Finding funding

  z Maintaining the trailers

In early July, four of us headed off to D.TEK in Little Thetford, near
Ely, to investigate their large range of trailers.

One of the issues that emerged from this visit is that we don’t really
know what local demand there is for such a scheme. That’s where
you can help. Please answer the questionnaire and send us your
answers. If you can find time to reply, even if the answer is simply
that you don’t think you’d be interested, it will be a great help in
deciding on requirements for trailers and for storage. Thanks in
advance.

&\FOH�7UDLOHUV�4XHVWLRQQDLUH

Q1. How often might you want to borrow a trailer? (e.g. every 2
weeks, 4 times a year, never)

Q2. Is there a reason why you don’t want to borrow one (e.g. I’ve
got my own already)?

Q3. Each time you borrow a trailer, how long do you expect you
might need it for? (e.g. a few hours, 3 days)

Q4. What would be your most likely place(s) to start a trailer
journey (e.g. which street)?

Q5. What would be your most likely destinations on a trailer
journey (e.g. which shop(s))?

Q6. How far do you think you might be prepared to cycle to collect
a trailer, and to return it?

Q7. What sort of volume of load do you think you might want to
carry (e.g. 8 supermarket shopping bags, one bag of cement etc.)?

Q8. What sort of weight do you think you might want to carry?

We’re happy to accept replies in any format, so please don’t feel
you need to chop up your newsletter! Hand-written, e-mailed
responses etc. are all fine. Thank you for the help.

Clare Macrae
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On Monday morning of National Bike Week, several Campaign
members were up early to set out our stall outside the station and
spread the word to people going to work by train. Despite the fact
that most of them were late for their trains (generally  because they
couldn’t find anywhere to park their bikes), quite a few people
stopped to talk. Some even joined the Campaign, or promised to.
Several of them mentioned that they hadn’t been able to find
anywhere to park, and Simon videoed others searching for a spot,
and recorded their comments. At the time, all we could say was
that we were pursuing the matter actively with WAGN, but now we

have good news for
everyone wanting to
park a bike at the
station (see article in
this issue).

Leaflets about
National Bike Week
were left on all the
bikes parked outside
the station, no-one
stopped to abuse us,
and, no doubt due
partly to the fact that

this was the only NBW event it didn’?t rain on, we all felt it was a
couple of hours well spent (and some of us even got to work early).

Debby Banham

7KDQNV

Thank you to everyone who made our programme of events for
National Bike Week possible, including

  z the small but dedicated band of volunteers on the sub-
group who worked since February planning events

  z the volunteers on each day who made each of the events
possible

  z Stephen, Susan, Polly and the staff at Hobbs Pavilion –
for a wonderful breakfast – sorry about the weather!

  z Travelwise, for supporting ‘National Bike to Work Day’

  z Sue Hiby, for a spectacular feast of Dutch food after the
Groningen presentation

  z Sue Woodsford, at the City Council, for a superb display
of Cycling Campaign and National Bike Week material in a
very prominent location outside the Guildhall all week

  z all who brought cycles along to the ‘Try a Bike’ day

  z Cambridge YMCA, for the loan of the 6-seater bike

  z The local tourist attractions who offered discounts to
cyclists throughout the week

We are having a ‘Post-Bike-Week’ party, on Sunday 23 August,
from 2 pm, at 8 Thirleby Close. If you were involved in any way in
way in any of our Bike Week events, you are extremely welcome to
come along and join in the fun, partake of the food, and enjoy the
video footage of some of our events.

Clare Macrae

Clockwise from top left:

Stephen Hill poses for the TV cameras at the Cyclists' Breakfast

Nathalie Richards receives her prize in the Children's Art
Competition (her picture is on the cover)

BBC  Radio Cambridgeshire reporter borrows Hobbs Pavilion
trade bike to replace a flat battery in his tape recorder

Try-a-Bike in the market square
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Frustrated by having to give way to cars at every side road
crossing on a cycle track, this question is one that so many of you
keep asking us. So I asked John Richards, the County Council’s
Cycling Officer, if he would explain the Council’s position.

David Earl: Why is it that cycle tracks in Cambridge must always
force cyclists to give way to vehicles when they would not have to
on the main road?

John Richards: Cyclists using off-road
cycle tracks are normally required to
give way to traffic (including other
cyclists) using the carriageway, in the
interests of safety. In our experience
traffic turning into side roads is rarely
prepared to give way to pedestrians
or cyclists crossing. I appreciate this
is contrary to Highway Code advice.
But the difference between how road
users should behave and how they do
behave is an important aspect of
safety engineering work. If everyone
behaved as they should there would
be few accidents!

Our concern about the arrangement you advocate is that if the
pedestrian or cyclist is given clear guidance that they have right of
way they are less likely
to avoid a collision with
a vehicle which is
turning into the side
road and isn’t going to
stop. In such an
incident it’s clear who is going to get hurt. I prefer the arrangement
where the pedestrian or cyclist is encouraged to give way and
make the judgement themselves when it is safe to cross, for their
own safety.

Would this still be the case if cycle tracks were one way?

I believe this would still be the safest arrangement were the cycle
track one-way (assuming the direction of flow is with adjacent
traffic rather than against), as the cyclist is still having to look to the
side and behind to see approaching traffic. The mechanics of
creating one-way cycle tracks would be difficult and I believe would
only work if the track was part of the carriageway rather than
separated from it. Of course, where paths are provided on both
sides of the road but separated from it, as at A14 Histon
Interchange, the flow is effectively one-way.

What would it take to allow cyclists to have priority? How can this
be achieved?

I share your desire that it would increase cyclists convenience if
they could be given priority at side road crossings and that breaks
in continuity can be a disincentive to use, particularly for certain
types of cyclist. Therefore, this is an arrangement which, in time, I
hope we may be able to establish. Recent schemes like Barton
Road have been designed with this in mind.

However, before such an arrangement is commonplace I believe
we need to get further with the shift in direction to more sustainable
transport. We need more people walking and cycling, less driving
and plenty of well engineered schemes. I hope this will come with
time as public acceptance grows, as has been achieved in some
other European countries.

Safety Audit is a formal process you use to look for flaws before
changing a road layout. Do the Safety Audit procedures or other
safety considerations take into account that many cyclists do not
use cycle tracks because of frustration with giving way?

Safety engineering work in general does recognise that many
cyclists, particularly the more confident, do not use cycle tracks
because of frustration with giving way. The more formal Safety
Audit process looks specifically at the safety implications of the
scheme design, including the details, for all road users. It is carried
out by staff skilled and experienced in accident investigation and
prevention work. The process is not intended as a ‘re-design’ of
the scheme.

Do you agree with Cambridge Cycling Campaign’s general desire
that where a cycle track is provided it should not inconvenience
cyclists or pedestrians to any greater extent than it would if cyclists
used the adjacent road?

As a regular cyclist I do
support Cambridge
Cycling Campaign’s
desire that any scheme
design, not only tracks
alongside roads,

should not compromise the convenience of cyclists. However, I
understand this is always going to be difficult to achieve,
particularly in the short term, compared with more direct routes
usually along the main road network.

The balance of convenience against safety is an important one.
The Cambridge south-east cycle route is less direct than the main
routes, but is well used, because people consider it safer. I believe
the ‘after’ study supported this and indicated that significant
numbers will divert to a safer route providing the increase in trip
length or time is not greater than 10-15%.

Are cycle tracks actually safer than using the road? Have any
studies been done?

Various studies have been undertaken over the years on pedal
cycle accidents in Cambridge. I suggest you contact our Traffic
and Accident Data and Research team for more information. I
know that the level of cycle accidents on off-road tracks is
generally lower than on the carriageway, but to what extent this
has been related to levels of usage I am unsure.

Do you use cycle tracks yourself?

I do sometimes use cycle tracks myself, but not always! I guess
like most other regular cyclists I make a judgement as to how
convenient they are to the trip I’m making, and obviously allied to
any safety considerations. This is based as much on time of day,
traffic and weather conditions as on the quality of the facility
provided. I do strongly believe, however, that all facilities, even the
lower-quality ones, have a role to play in encouraging more
people, perhaps not regular cyclists, to cycle more often.

‘Measures will be provided, wherever possible, which improve cyclists’ safety and
give cyclists greater priority (in terms of access and journey time) over other traffic,
on all roads with significant cycle flows’ – National Cycling Strategy model cycling

policy.

Milton Road is typical of the County Council's current approach
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Mike Smith is a Campaign member who lives in the Victoria Road
area.

The Cambridge Environment and Transport Area Joint Committee
met in June to consider a report by Richard Preston, the purpose
of which was to ‘consider the options available to ameliorate traffic
conditions in Victoria Road.’ Residents had collected a petition to
protest at the increase in motor traffic, caused mainly by the Bridge
Street closure.

The report gives every indication of being knocked up in five
minutes on the back of an envelope. It is instructive, because it
reveals a lack of commitment on the part of the council seriously to
tackle transport problems outside the core area. Yes, we all pat
them on the back for closing 100 yards of Bridge Street, but where

is the strategy for those roads not occupied by tourists or all-
important visiting shoppers? Serious thought is not being given to
the residents of Cambridge who cycle or walk every day through
polluted and dangerous roads.

There is no discussion of how to make the road safer for cyclists.
Victoria Road and the race track that is Mitcham’s Corner are so
dangerous to cycle along that many people don’t bother. In a city

where so many people use bikes, the state of these roads is
shameful. Obviously our councillors haven’t glanced at the
Cambridge Transport Policy lately, which has as one of its
objectives

‘To provide a safe transport system, particularly for vulnerable
groups such as cyclists and pedestrians.’

One concern is traffic speed; another concern is heavy lorries,
which make cycling around the ring road extremely unpleasant at
best. Luckily for us, the report recommends that the Environment
and Transport Committee ‘supports work with residents to
encourage companies to avoid routing lorries via Victoria Road
during the night.’ If only there had been such devoted concern in
Bridge Street: imagine the money that could have been saved if

the council had simply ‘worked with residents’ to stop traffic coming
into the area.

There is some good news for pedestrians. The signals at the
Murkett’s Corner junction, currently impossible to walk across
without being flattened by a boy racer turning into Texaco, need
upgrading. As part of this work pedestrian crossing points will be
added in Victoria Road, Histon Road, Mount Pleasant and Castle
Street. However, pedestrians aren’t so lucky half way along
Victoria Road, where, according to Mr Preston, ‘the pedestrian
crossing green period runs for longer than necessary’ and
‘changes are to be made to reduce this to minimise traffic delays.’

This demonstrates the report’s main concern: facilitating the flow of
motor traffic. Pollution is not mentioned at all, despite the fact that
at current rates it will exceed European Union permitted levels by
2005, when something will have to be done. Indeed, air quality was
given as one of the reasons for closing Bridge Street. Now that the
quality of air in Victoria Road is worse than it was in Bridge Street,
it’s not considered important enough to mention. As people living,
walking and cycling in Cambridge, we have to ask ourselves why.

Councillors accepted all of the report’s feeble recommendations. In
the committee Councillor Howarth raised the idea of making the
road one way for motor vehicles, with a bus and cycle lane in the
opposite direction. Councillors argued that resigning the roads
would be too expensive, and despite not having a clue about how
many signs there are or what would need doing, the Committee
voted against even investigating the idea.

When Mr Preston is questioned about the council’s feeble action,
he is happy to say that he simply writes the reports, and they make
the decisions. Naturally, when the council is questioned they say
they make decisions based on the reports. As a result you can’t pin
anyone down, and nothing gets done. Sitting in a meeting, one
gets the impression that they would rather not have transport
problems, and when they arise they wish they would go away
without having to think about too hard.

Mike Smith

Editor’s note: Councillors also accepted the Campaign suggestion
for a cycle approach lane at Murkett's Corner and we have a letter
saying this will go in at the same time as the pedestrian facilities
Mike mentions.
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Addenbrooke’s Bicycle User Group
Colin Carr � 216726 � cc232@hermes.cam.ac.uk

Cambridge City Council � 457000

Cambridge Friends of the Earth
St Michael’s Church Hall, Trinity Street, Cambridge. CB2 1SU.
� 517509 � camfoe@home.cam.net.uk

Cambridgeshire County Council � 717111
(Road Safety � 717385)

Cycle-Friendly Employers scheme
Teresa Broadstock, Travel For Work Advisor
Cambridge and Huntingdon Health Authority
Hillview, Fulbourn Hospital
Cambridge CB1 5EF
� 475131

CTC (Cyclists’ Touring Club), Cambridge District Association
Sue Taylor, Secretary � 563414

South Cambridgeshire District Council � 443000

Sustrans – Nigel Brigham
The Environment & Energy Centre, 33a Westgate
Peterborough PE1 1PZ
� (01733) 319981 � (01733) 346902

Transport 2000 Cambridgeshire and West Suffolk
Simon Norton, Co-ordinator
� 312654 � simon@emu.pmms.cam.ac.uk
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Tue 4 7:30 pm Monthly Meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane

Sun 9 2 pm Leisurely Ride, meeting at Brookside

Mon 10 8 pm Cycle Parking sub-group meeting, at 8 Thirleby Close

Mon 17 8:30 pm Pub social. We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway

Wed 19 8:30 am Newsletter 19 Editorial Review meeting, at Tatties

Sun 23 2 pm Leisurely Ride, meeting at Brookside, near Lensfield Road

6HSWHPEHU
Tue 1 7:30 pm Monthly Meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane

Sun 6  St Ives Fun Bike Ride. 25 miles in aid of the British Heart
Foundation. For details, write to British Heart Foundation Bike
Rides, 14 Fitzhardinge Street, London, W1H 4DH – quoting ref. 24

Fri 11 6 pm Deadline for copy for Newsletter 20

Sat 12 2 pm Cycling Campaign Strategy Day (see page 14)

Sat 12  ‘Annual Historic Churches Trust Bike Ride’. For more information,
contact Rob Walker � 234150

Sun 13 2 pm Leisurely Ride, meeting at Brookside

Mon 21 8:30 pm Pub social. We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway

Fri 25 7:30 pm Newsletter stuffing at 8 Thirleby Close – volunteers welcomed!

Sun 27 2 pm Leisurely Ride, meeting at Brookside, near Lensfield Road

2FWREHU
Tue 6 7:30 pm Annual General Meeting, Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane

Sun 11 2 pm Leisurely Ride, meeting at Brookside, near Lensfield Road

Mon 19 8:30 pm Pub social. We’ll be at the Zebra on Maid’s Causeway.

Wed 21 8:30 am Newsletter 20 Editorial Review meeting, at Tatties

23 – 25  Provisional date for our fact-finding trip to York

&\FOLQJ�&DPSDLJQ�6XEJURXSV
� Telephone number � fax� e-mail address

Cycle Enumeration – Analysing cycle journeys in Cambridge.
David Earl � 504095 � davide@harlequin.co.uk

Cycle Parking – Working to improve cycle parking provision
throughout Cambridge. Contact Clare � 336024
� macrae@ccdc.cam.ac.uk

Hills Road Corridor – Studying the route to Addenbrooke’s. David
Earl � 504095 � davide@harlequin.co.uk

Maps – Should we produce a map for Cambridge cyclists? Nigel
Deakin � 311073 � npd@dial.pipeSubgroupsx.com

Newsletter – Co-ordinating this, the Campaign’s newsletter.
Editor, Mark Irving � 882378 �Mark<irving@home.cam.net.uk>

Science Park Access – looking at plans to widen Milton Road.
Contact Clare � 336024 �macrae@ccdc.cam.ac.uk

Shared Use Paths – drafting our policy. Contact Dave Earl
� 504095 � davide@harlequin.co.uk

Trailer Loan Scheme – Contact Clare � 336024
� macrae@ccdc.cam.ac.uk

West Cambridge – Studying the University’s plans for
development. Contact Dave Earl � 504095
� davide@harlequin.co.uk

Discounts are available for members at

Ben Hayward
Cycles
69 Trumpington
Street
Cambridge
� 352294

Ben Hayward
Cycles
Laundress Lane
Cambridge
� 301118

Bishop’s Cycles
51 Station Road
Histon
� 518855

Chris’s Bikes
Mobile Bicycle
Service
� 276004 or
mobile 0468 075307

Cycle-Logical
171 Mill Road
Cambridge
� 576545

D.TEK
Little Thetford
Near Ely
Cambs. CB6 1BR
� 01353 648177

Geoff’s Bike Hire
65, Devonshire
Road
Cambridge
� 365629

Howes Cycles
104 Regent Street
Cambridge
� 350350

Kingsway Cycles
8 City Road
Cambridge
� 355852

King Street Cycles
82 King Street
Cambridge
� 367275

Mike’s Bikes
26–28 Mill Road
Cambridge
� 312591

University Cycles
9 Victoria Avenue
Cambridge
� 355517
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