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If you like what you see in this newsletter, add your 
voice to those of our 1,280 members by joining the 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign.

Membership costs are:

 £17.50 Individual
 £22.50 Household
 £100 Donor
  £3.50 Budget (no paper newsletter will normally 

be provided)

For this, you get six newsletters a year, discounts 
at a large number of bike shops, and you will be 
supporting our work.

Join now online at:  
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership

Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up in 1995 to 
voice the concerns of cyclists. We are not a cycling 
club, but a voluntary organisation promoting cycling 
for public benefit and representing the concerns of 
cyclists in and around Cambridge.

Registered charity number 1138098

Monthly meetings

Our meetings, open to all, are on the first Tuesday 
of each month, 7.30pm for 8pm until 10pm at the 
Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge.

Elected Committee Members and Trustees 2018

Chair (and Charity Chair) – Robin Heydon
Vice-Chair (and Charity Secretary) – Willa McDonald
Treasurer (and Charity Treasurer) – Chris Howell
Membership Secretary – Sue Edwards
Liaison Officer – Martin Lucas-Smith
Planning Officer – Al Storer
Campaigners – Matthew Danish, Tom McKeown, 
Richard Burgess, Jim Chisholm

Campaign staff
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Communications and  
Community Officer – Anna Williams
Camcycle Intern – Emma Pritchard

Contacting the Campaign

Camcycle, 
The Bike Depot, 140 Cowley Road,
Cambridge, CB4 0DL
(01223) 690718

www.camcycle.org.uk
contact@camcycle.org.uk

Twitter: @camcycle
Facebook: CambridgeCyclingCampaign
Instagram: @camcycleuk
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From the Chair

Roundabout we go!

As a campaigning organisation we 
are typically in a state of complaint. 
This cycleway isn’t wide enough, it 
goes the long way around when just 
a little thought could have made it 
go directly, and why can’t we make it 
easy for children to cycle to schools? 
Even though all of these are worthy 
and valuable campaigning issues, 
and there are plenty more issues to 
campaign on, I sometimes think that 
we also need to celebrate.

We need to celebrate when 
proposals are good and even excellent. 
The greenways projects have some 
excellent proposals, for example 
completely segregating people 
walking and cycling from high speed 
non-signalling distracted drivers 
entering and leaving motorways.  
We should also celebrate the unsung 
heroes of cycling, who have realised 
that the best way to deliver stuff is to 
use a cargo bike.

To really celebrate cycling, we 
are going to instigate the very  
first Cambridge Festival of Cycling 
(see page 20). A month-long set of 
activities, films, events, rides, and fun. 
How we will fit them all into the month 
I’m not sure, but we will make it happen 
in September. We do need volunteers 
to help, even if it is just for an hour to 
help make an event really work or for 
a whole day to help prepare for these 
events. If you are a member, or not yet 
a member, and you think you can help 
then please do get in contact.

We have some big plans, and some 
exciting months ahead. Perhaps it  
is the sunny weather, but I’m feeling 
great about the future of cycling  
in Cambridge.
Robin Heydon

I saw a letter in the Cambridge News 
recently predicting doom and gloom, 
and indeed complete chaos, because 

the roundabout at Fendon Road and 
Queen Edith’s Way was going to be 
rebuilt (see page 12). I’d just like to 
address some of the points made and 
hopefully make people feel a little better.

Firstly, yes this is the first Dutch-style 
roundabout in the country. But that is 
not because it is a bad idea, but because 
most other local authorities prioritise car 
traffic over people walking and cycling. 
Cambridge is doing something different, 
as is Transport for London, which has 
similar roundabouts in the works.

Secondly, this roundabout will have 
the same compact layout for motorised 
users as the Radegund Road roundabout. 
This one calms traffic because drivers 
must explicitly turn left to get onto the 
roundabout, turn right to pass around the 
centre island, and turn left again to get off 
the roundabout. These three turns mean 
that they have to slow down, reducing 
the risk of a collision and reducing harm 
if their car does hit anyone. These safety 
features have not reduced the capacity 
of the junction. The new roundabout 
can handle a large volume of traffic more 
smoothly. Yes, a compact roundabout 
already built in Cambridge has enabled 
a potential increase in the volume of 
car traffic. This is because when traffic 
is circulating more slowly it is easier for 
drivers to find the gap needed to join the 
flow, especially for larger vehicles like 
buses. It is also easier for people to walk 
across the road. 

Thirdly, some claim that the Radegund 
Road roundabout was confusing but 
I’ve not noticed motorists stopping in 
the middle of the roundabout being 
confused. Since it was installed, the 
new Radegund Road roundabout has 

had the fewest reported collisions of 
all roundabouts in the city. In fact the 
number is zero. Slower is safer. The 
nearby Cherry Hinton Road roundabout 
has had at least nine incidents in the 
same span of time. 

Lastly, the assumption in the letter 
is that everybody who is commuting in 
Cambridge is driving. That is patently not 
true, as many people walk, cycle, or use 
public transport. But putting that aside 
for a moment, many people also drive. 
However, just because some people 
drive does not mean we should design 
roads in cities only for cars. We have 
plenty of motor-vehicle-only roads, such 
as the M11, where people can drive very 
fast and there are no people walking or 
cycling. They are also the safest roads 
in the country. But in cities, we need to 
allow people to walk, and cycle, and use 
the bus. All those three are significantly 
more space-efficient than driving a car.

We should care about people. 
Providing space for people to walk and 
cycle, and priority for space-efficient 
ways of moving around, means that 
there will be fewer barriers for walking or 
cycling or using a bus, which means less 
traffic congestion. Which means fewer 
delays for ambulances and buses.

Fendon Road roundabout should 
not become like the M11. It should not 
become a traffic sewer. It is in an area 
where people live, people need to move 
through to get to school, or work, or to 
visit friends. And that’s what the plans for 
a new roundabout at Queen Edith’s Way 
are doing, giving space to allow people 
to move safely without a car, while also 
providing for those that need cars to 
use them safely. The new design will put 
people first, not as an afterthought. Let’s 
have a space that allows people to move 
through this important junction without 
having to be inside a private motor car. Let’s 
have a space designed for people first.
Robin Heydon

The new design will put 
people first, not as an 
afterthought
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Campaigning

Street cycle parking

In July 2018, Camcycle met with officers 
from the County Highways and Cycling 
teams to discuss how to include street 
cycle parking in the rollout of resident 
parking schemes. Initially, we discovered 
there were no plans for any mention of 
cycle parking in these schemes, which 
are mostly aimed at rationalising the 
amount of car parking on the streets. 
At a second meeting we brought 
teams together and persuaded them 
to include cycle parking at the informal 
consultation stage and provide a source 
of funding. Street cycle parking spaces 
should appear on the detailed plans  
in future consultations for resident 
parking schemes.

This issue could not be more relevant 
right now with planning applications 
on the horizon which do not provide 
adequate cycle parking facilities. This 
issue has been a priority of the campaign 
for some time, and has been spurred on 
by the successful implementation of 
street cycle parking on Thoday Street in 
Romsey in 2015. However, there is more 
work to be done and we are currently 
preparing to launch a targeted survey at 
residents about this issue.

This key strategic campaign will be 
the internship project for this year; 
lead volunteer Simon Nuttall and intern 
Emma Pritchard (pictured above, in 
Thoday Street)  are collaborating on 
this project over the summer. The street 
cycle parking survey is currently being 
drafted, with a view to distributing it to 
residents in October.

News in brief
Green End Road segregated cycleway
Construction on the second part of the Green End Road cycleway scheme began 
on Monday 4 June, on the section between Milton Road and Nuffield Road. We 
were disappointed by the first stage of the scheme, between Nuffield Road and 
Chesterton HIgh Street, as the on-road painted lanes have been plagued by parked 
cars, but this section of the road is wider and a more ambitious section of segregated 
cycleway has been planned. We are pleased to note this includes cycle priority at 
side roads and look forward to riding on the completed route in the autumn.

Hester Wells receives 
honours from Cycling UK
Cycling UK announced in June  
that Camcycle’s outgoing Vice-Chair, 
Hester Wells, is one of their inspiring 
100 Women in Cycling for 2018.  
This acknowledges Hester’s efforts 
in the campaign since her initial 
involvement in 2013. In that time she’s 
had a huge hand in professionalising 
the organisation, helping Camcycle 
move to new premises, expanding 
the scope of our work and getting 
involved in every level of campaigning 
from writing newsletter articles and 
consultation responses to organising 
social and educational events. The list 
aims to celebrate the efforts of women 
in cycling and encourage more women 
to get cycling. We are very proud that 
Hester has received this recognition and 
are grateful for all her work so far.  

Hester was not the only local 
woman to be included on the list, with both Clare Rankin and Vanessa Kelly from 
Cambridgeshire County Council also featured. In a city with almost equal proportions 
of men and women cycling (a unique achievement in the UK), it’s fantastic to see 
these three inspiring women rewarded for the work they do to create an even better 
cycling city for the future.

Congratulations are also due to Hester on the arrival of her twins – she’ll be 
taking a maternity break from trustee duties for a while and we’re delighted that 
another inspiring woman, Willa McDonald, will be taking on the Vice-Chair role. 
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On Monday 23 July, we were delighted 
to learn that this very publication you are 
currently reading had won best Charity 
Magazine in the annual Cambridge 
Community Magazine Awards!

We are hugely proud and grateful to 
the dedicated team of volunteers who 
work together to create this fantastic 
resource, producing six issues a year of 
interesting content from articles about 
personal cycling experiences to detailed 
proposals and reports on local issues 
and campaigns. The magazine is our 
main campaigning tool: around half the 
printed copies go to members and the 
other half to decision-makers and other 
contacts. It also has a strong online 
readership with many articles continuing 
to be relevant several years after their 
original publication. 

Congratulations to all those involved 
with the magazine; do get in touch if 
you’d like to join them – we are keen 
to welcome new volunteers (writers, 
photographers, designers and more) to 
our award-winning team.

Campaigning

Come along with your children and try out a Cargobike, Trike, Tandem or 
Mummy bike in a traffic free yard.

Specialists in child and freight carrying bicycles, Top Quality, Genuine 
made in Holland Dutchbikes.

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm
email: enquiries@dutchbike.co.uk • tel 0777 273 8899

HOPE STREET YARD CB1 3NA

schoolruncentre

dutchbike

ELECTRIC BIKE SALES
01223 360 208 - 118-120 Newmarket Road

The Longest Established eBike Specialist in the UK 
and Cambridge is our home town!

Many of you will know us already and be aware 
that we are GEEKS when it comes to electric bikes, 
so come and ask us anything ebike related and then 

 have some fun test riding by the river*

www.ElectricBikeSales.co.uk
*Bring Photo ID. Post ride smile guarantee!

New 2018 Brompton kit now available

Camcycle wins Best Charity Magazine award National cycling reviews
Two recent reviews have sought 
feedback from cyclists and pedestrians 
in order to plan improvements to safety  
and infrastructure. 

Earlier in the year, the government 
opened a consultation as part of its 
Cycling and Walking Investment 
Strategy (CWIS). The CWIS safety 
review (which ended in June) 
received over 13,000 responses from 
individuals and cycling and walking 
organisations. Meanwhile, Sustrans 
have also been consulting on their 
National Cycle Network to identify 
areas that need to be improved. The 
consultation ended in July. We look 
forward to reporting on the results of 
both once they have been analysed 
and, more importantly, to seeing 
some real improvements as a result.
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Planning applications
S/1004/18/RM Wing Development
A detailed ‘reserved matters’ application 
for development of the released Green 
Belt land north of Newmarket Road Park 
& Ride and east of Ditton Lane. NCR 51 
currently passes through this land, on a 
route known as the Jubilee Cycleway. 
We initially objected because the plans 
reduced the Cycleway to a pavement 
alongside a road. That has been fixed: it 
will remain a path through parkland.

However, problems remain with 
primary junctions within the site: a wide 
‘shared space’ treatment is proposed for 
a junction of a major road, a minor road, 
and a bi-directional cycleway. We believe 
that such a layout would be hugely 
confusing to all users in a dangerous 
way: it looks like a straightforward raised 
table junction of two roads when in 
fact there is a bi-directional cycleway 
in parallel with the major road. Drivers 
will not have any indication that they 
should be looking out for people on foot 
or cycle there. If built as proposed then 
we expect that parents would not let 
their children cycle to school, and the 

vast and unprotected junctions 
would be a barrier to people with 
disabilities as well, much like the 
failed Exhibition Road scheme in 
London.

This is not suitable 
infrastructure for a ‘safe route 
to school’ and we have objected. 
The application is expected to be 
heard at the Joint Development 
Control Committee in August, 
and as of this writing we do not 
know whether the applicant will 
resubmit a design with protected 
junctions.
Cyclescape 3915

18/0481/OUT Land North of 
Cherry Hinton
This outline application has 
proposed a large new 
development on the northern 
edge of Cherry Hinton. 
Unfortunately, it has a main 

street planned to run through the middle 
of the site, with a primary school placed 
right next to it. This arrangement will 
bring pollution and traffic danger right to 
the heart of the settlement, next to 
where young children are going to 
school. We objected that this problem 
should be eliminated in the planning 
stages. Furthermore, the main walking 
and cycling paths are around the 
perimeter, making them less convenient 
than driving and more isolated. We also 
objected to the proposed three major 
junctions that connect to external roads 
around the site because of their very 

poor provision for walking and cycling: 
small shared-use pavements, staggered 
crossings and the usual lack of respect 
for walking and cycling movements.
Cyclescape 3931

Infrastructure
Milton Road update
On 4 July the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership Executive Board meeting 
approved the preferred option design 
as a basis for public consultation and 
further detailed design work. This is for 
a design that has segregated cycleways 
and footways for most of its length, with
some grass verge protection and trees 
lining the street. There are also three 
carriageway lanes for most of the length 
of the road, with a bus lane leading 
into most major junctions. We remain 
concerned that the overuse of bus lanes, 
especially on the narrow section, has 
led to substandard sizes for footways, 
cycleways and verges. Furthermore, 
some promised crossings have been 
quietly dropped: at Downham’s Lane, 
near George Street and at Westbrook 
Drive. These and more issues will be 
featured in our response to the coming 
consultation.

We are particularly worried about 
the design of the proposed Elizabeth 
Way ‘signalised roundabout’ junction. 
Excessively wide carriageways here 
have led to extraordinary squeezing of 
people against the side of the highway. 
At two crucial points the design drops 
segregation and leaves only 2.9 metres 

Current campaigns

Wing: proposed junction on primary
road adjacent to primary school.

Campaigning

Cross‐section: one of the proposed pinch 
points in the proposed Elizabeth Way 
roundabout ‘preferred option’ design by 
the Greater Cambridge Partnership.
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Campaigning

Have your say
Barton and Haslingfield 
Greenways
As part of the Greenways project, 
the Greater Cambridge Partnership 
has launched a consultation on two 
new routes for walking and cycling in 
Barton and Haslingfield (see page 16). 
The consultation closes on 20 August 
and responses are encouraged.  
Visit tinyurl.com/BH-greenways

Northstowe
Northstowe is a newly-created 
town between Huntingdon and 
Cambridge; phase 3 of this is set to 
deliver around 5,000 homes to the 
new town. This has the potential 
to greatly increase traffic coming 
into Cambridge and current plans 
suggest that two crossings for non-
motorised users will be under the 
control of County Highways without 
adequate crossings installed. The 
formal consultation has not yet 
been launched but you can have 
your say on the emerging plans here:  
tinyurl.com/NorthstowePhase3

Reducing air pollution  
in Cambridge
On 21 June, Clean Air Day, the city 
council launched a consultation 
on its Air Quality Action Plan for 
Cambridge with plans to reduce 
traffic emissions and improve public 
health. The draft plan, which has 
been developed jointly with the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership and 
Cambridgeshire County Council, 
sets out priorities over the next 
five years for improving areas of 
poor air quality and maintaining 
areas of good air quality across the 
city. Proposals include promoting 
greener methods of goods delivery 
and encouraging more active travel.  
Find out more and have your say at 
tinyurl.com/airqualityaction

of shared pavement for people walking 
and cycling, and it is highly likely that a 
Toucan-crossing signal post will have to 
fit in there as well. At yet another point, 
although segregated, both the footway 
and cycleway are squeezed down to 
1.3m each, with a blind corner protruding 
into the footway. Last year a couple of 
volunteers measured hourly flows here 
of over 540 people cycling and nearly 
200 walking, and both of those are 
expected to increase with the growth of 
Cambridge. It is clear that a better design 
must be put forward that provides more 
space for walking and cycling.
Cyclescape 3994

Histon Road update
The Histon Road preferred option design
is further ahead than Milton Road and 
the consultation closed at the beginning 
of July. We have submitted our response
and posted notes on our blog (see below). 
We touched on many areas of detailed 
design, including the unfortunate way the 
proposed bus lane squeezes the footway 
and cycleway, the lack of priority for the
footway at side-road crossings, and  
the missed opportunity at the new 
Darwin Green junction to provide  

world-class protected and segregated 
cycling infrastructure.
www.camcycle.org.uk/blog/2018/06/
have-your-say-on-plans-for-histon-road
Cyclescape 1810

Operation ‘Velo’
Cambridgeshire Police started Operation 
‘Velo’ last winter in response to the 
success of the Close Pass Initiative of 
the West Midlands Police. As we have 
reported in past newsletters, Operation 
Velo looks at close passing incidents as 
well as all other road user behaviours 
such as mobile phone usage and red light
running. Near the end of June, they ran 
Operation Velo for the second time, 
staking out at Gonville Place and Queen’s
Road, but did not detect any close 
passing of their police cyclist at all. We’ve
suggested that roads like Mill Road, 
Cherry Hinton Road or Coldham’s Lane 
are more likely places to catch dangerous
passing. The difficulty thus far is finding 
available space to pull over a car and set 
up the educational gear. We are working 
on finding suggestions for safe places to 
pull over on these and other roads.
Cyclescape 3769

The already‐busy Milton Road school run.

https://tinyurl.com/BH-greenways
https://tinyurl.com/NorthstowePhase3
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/air-quality-action-plan-consultation
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At the start of July, Mill Road was closed to through 
traffic, as a sinkhole had appeared near the Co-op. 
Calm and tranquillity broke out. You could hear people 

talking across the street. It was at last safe to cycle. Mill Road 
felt like a place again. Just for two days.

We want to make this permanent. Mill Road has for too long 
been a conduit for traffic rather than a place for people – the 
result of cars cutting through it to get to/from the city centre.

Cambridge didn’t grind to a halt in July. Cherry Hinton 
Road did experience delays, but we believe this problem can 
be dealt with, as discussed below.

By taking out much of the through traffic, alternative travel 
becomes much more attractive. For instance, buses would 
keep to time, and services could be expanded to be much 
more regular.

However, it’s not enough just to stop through traffic. We’d 
like to see a whole range of changes. This change is not really 
an agenda for cycling: it’s about turning Mill Road back into 
a place again. 

Mill Road reclaimed for humans – a vision

Mill Road on the day of the closure to through traffic.

A people‐friendly Mill Road: a montage showing how parklets could reclaim space for people and attract trade to local businesses.  
The current clutter of bicycles outside the store could also be removed if bicycle parking was added to the end of the parklet.

Campaigning
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Access 24/7
Traders, residents, and everyone would be able to 
drive in or out at any time of day, just not through. 
Drivers would access Mill Road either via the inner ring 
road (for Petersfield) or the outer ring road (Romsey).  
Traders would find deliveries easier with delivery bays 
(see right), and a cargo bike scheme.

Cargo bike scheme
Many of the shops along Mill Road sell products suitable 
for delivery using cargo bikes. We would like to see the 
City Deal subsidising a cargo bike scheme to get this 
going, which would reduce delivery issues.

Campaigning

Close Mill Road to through traffic
Fundamentally, getting rid of the traffic which is 
just passing through – surely the vast majority 
of it – would transform the street. The closure, 
which would be enforced by cameras (as works 
effectively elsewhere in the city) would be at 
the bridge. Buses, cycles, emergency vehicles, 
and (out of necessity) taxis would be allowed 
through. Delivery drivers sometimes already 
exit the same way they came in, or via selected 
side roads.
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Parklets: places for people to stop
‘People parking’ is needed along the street, whether just 
to sit and enjoy the area, or seating for cafés. Let’s have  
a Healthy Street! Obviously these could have a covering for 
a rainy day. 
Parklets would 
take up about 
three-quarters of 
a traffic lane (so 
not quite half the 
road) – meaning 
that traffic passing 
them would have 
to be slow.

Delivery bays  
for traders
Mill Road traders suffer 
from difficulties in 
delivering – vans block 
the pavement, causing 
problems for people on 
foot and the disabled, 
and anyone trying to join 
or cross Mill Road from 
one of the side streets.

Cycle parking
The parklets and other 
buildouts would incorporate 
cycle parking, encouraging 
people to stop at the shops. 
Cycle parking would be 
placed more regularly along 
the road, making it easier 
to stop at shops. With 
space reclaimed from the 
main roadway, pavement 
space would be freed up for 
people walking.

CYCLE PARKING

Cycling becomes 
safe
The two halves of Mill 
Road represent the 2nd- 
and 3rd-worst collision 
blackspots in the whole 
of Cambridgeshire. With 
far less traffic, and slower 
speeds, cycling becomes 
safe and attractive – helping 
get people out of their cars.
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Trade will boom
Think of all the passing trade that is currently being lost, 
e.g. people picking up lunch on the way to work. Many 
people avoid Mill Road, because it’s so polluted and 
dangerous, and walk/cycle through other streets instead. 
There is little car parking nearby, so current car users 
provide little actual passing trade. And Mill Road would 
become a destination again – somewhere people want 
to visit and hang around, not a choked street. Remember 
the Bridge Street bollards – traders were against them, 
but now the area is thriving. Regular open-air markets 
would also become possible at weekends.

A pleasant streetscape
The pavements and street in general feel quite run down 
– not surprising, as the street is currently dominated by 
cars. It could be repaved and turned into a much more 
pleasant boulevard.

The Mill Road Winter Fair brings thousands of people to the street; imagine the increase in passing trade if the road was less polluted and 
dangerous and more of a destination.

Example of a pedestrian‐priority zone in Leeds.

Campaigning

Bus services on time and expanded
Buses get stuck in traffic, and there are too few services, 
as the bus companies can’t run a sensible timetable. 
With the through traffic gone, buses would keep to time, 
and services can be expanded to be much more regular. 
The Mayor is also keen on trams – which might become 
practical along Mill Road with much of the traffic gone.

Wider pavements
With so much traffic gone, the carriageway could be 
narrowed to 5m to make wider and better pavements. 
Currently, pedestrians and people with mobility 
difficulties are treated as the lowest of the low, when 
they should have top priority. Delivery bays help avoid 
vans on pavements.
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Public art
The parklets could have public art, 
organised by local artists – of whom 
there are many around Mill Road – 
and schools.

Reducing speeds
Because of the parklets and delivery 
bays (taking up three-quarters of a 
traffic lane, at selected spots along 
the route) vehicles being driven 
past them would slow down. By 
alternating the sides, traffic would 
automatically be slower. No need 
for much in the way of police 
enforcement.

Taxi access: but not 
speeding or using 
pavements
We think that with most 
through traffic gone, and speeds 
automatically lowered thanks to the 
interspersed parklets and parking 
bays, taxi access can be retained. 
Pavement parking (a key problem 
at present) would be stopped. 
There remains the need to avoid 
rat-running down Tenison Road and 
Devonshire Road, and that would 
be helped by changing the priority 
and timings of traffic lights.

Measures to deal with 
traffic displacement
Much traffic previously using Mill 
Road would evaporate – see right. 
For that which remains, Cherry 
Hinton Road should be prioritised 
for improvements.

Campaigning

Traffic evaporation - what 
about surrounding roads?
It’s a common misconception that when 
streets are changed to stop through 
traffic all the traffic goes elsewhere. Not 
so – ‘traffic evaporation’ occurs. People 
change their behaviour, resulting in a lot 
of car journeys simply disappearing.

In the case of Mill Road, cycling would 
at last be safe, bus journeys become 
practical, and walking without breaking 
into a cough from the poor air becomes 
possible.

Of course, some traffic will be 
displaced, and it’s important that Cherry 
Hinton Road in particular has action 
taken on it. Cherry Hinton Road is wide 
enough for a proper cycleway in many 
places, again providing an alternative 
to driving, and ought to be a pleasant 
tree-lined boulevard. Combined with 
the proposed Workplace Parking Levy 
and/or a Toxicity Charge – both of which 
are needed in Cambridge – traffic in the 
surrounding area can be minimised.

Mill Road is a much narrower road 
and, unlike much of Cherry Hinton Road, 
is a high street, densely lined with shops 
and other facilities. Pedestrian and cycle 
traffic is much higher on Mill Road, and 
18,000+ people live off Mill Road – a 
very densely-populated area.

Experimental change
We are calling for a six-month 

experimental change, to implement a 
closure to through traffic, and install 
parklets and road narrowings to 
demonstrate that Cambridge won’t grind 
to a halt and that the road can be made a 
destination again.

If it works (we think it will), streetscape 
improvements could follow easily and 
fairly cheaply.

People have been saying for decades 
that something needs to be done about 
Mill Road. Councillors who oppose a 
sensible, comprehensive plan like the one 
above need to give an alternative that 
actually tackles the problem head-on. 
Cambridge cannot go on like this having 
yet more traffic constantly damaging our 
city. It’s time to bite the bullet and get 
on with it. 

Google’s traffic results at 9am on the day 
of the sink hole closure: surrounding roads 
didn’t grind to a complete halt, as shown by 
the green and orange sections.

PS The title of this article is deliberately the same as a viewpoint article we published 
exactly 10 years ago this month. Isn’t it time something was done at last?

‘This really is the same place!’ Source: @AsEasyAsRiding on Twitter, 11th July 2018.
A street like Mill Road in London transformed by a ‘Mini‐Holland’ scheme.
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The Department for Transport 
has awarded £550,000 for the 
construction of a fully Dutch-

style roundabout at Fendon Road. The 
county council’s successful bid from 
the government’s £7 million 2018-19 
Cycle City Ambition safety programme 
was announced in early June.  With the 
remainder of the scheme’s estimated 
£800,000 costs already met from 
Section 106 developer contributions, 
the construction work is due to begin 
early in 2019.

The roundabout will be the first in Britain 
built according to a Dutch-based design 
giving priority to walking and cycling. It 
aims to improve safety for cyclists and 
pedestrians. The design includes slower 
and safer entering and exiting speeds for 
drivers, by using narrower carriageways 
with sharper turns. A central overrun ‘skirt’ 
allows longer vehicles to travel through 
the junction at low speeds, while its rough 
texture discourages misuse by drivers of 
smaller vehicles. On three of the four arms, 
there will be a ‘parallel zebra’ crossing 
(like the one on Huntingdon Road), where 
pedestrians on the traditional stripes and 
cyclists on distinct red bitmac all have 

priority over motor traffic entering or 
exiting the roundabout. Belisha beacons 
will show that both usages are within 
the protected crossings. Setting these 
crossings back gives visibility between 
users and space for motorists to give 
way at both the entrance and exit of the 
roundabout. 

There is a previously-built ‘Dutch-
inspired’ roundabout at Radegund 
Road. It has been criticised, however, 
because its only special feature was 
its compact design intended to reduce 
vehicle speeds. No priority crossing or 
segregated cycleway were provided, 
leading to confusion, with some cyclists 
using the road and others the poor 
quality shared-use pavements. Even so, 
it has been highly successful in reducing 
collisions in the area in the years since its 
construction, thanks to the lower speeds. 
It has also proved to British highway 
engineers that the radial approaches and 
compact circles of Dutch roundabouts 
can be built and used successfully in 
the UK without causing problems and 
while remaining fully navigable for 
large lorries. That step improvement 
has provided support for advancing the 

latest proposed roundabout, which adds 
protected, segregated cycleways and 
priority for people walking and cycling.

Camcycle has long campaigned for 
Dutch-style infrastructure in Cambridge 
(see, for example, Newsletter 128 article 
‘Making roundabouts safe for walking 
and cycling’). Studies have shown how 
feeling unsafe on the road is a significant 
barrier to cycling for all age groups. We’ve 
particularly pushed the county council 
to use these Dutch design features at 
Fendon Road, helping to bring in the 
Dutch Cycling Embassy as consultants  
(see image above) to refine its design. 
We’ll continue to be involved as details 
are developed ahead of construction and 
hope that it will set a trend for better and 
safer roundabouts across the country. 
Tom McKeown

Fendon Road ‘Dutch-style’ roundabout

Image: 
Cambridgeshire 
County Council
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If it’s true that habits learned early last 
a lifetime and that changing travel 
habits requires an upheaval such as a 

new home, new job or new school, then 
we must surely campaign for schools to 
have excellent cycle access, to welcome 
would-be riders and set good habits.

Histon and Impington
To manage increasing demand, 
Cambridgeshire County Council and 
Cambridge Primary Education Trust 
are currently expanding Histon and 
Impington Junior School to become an 
all-through primary school. In addition, 
they are developing proposals for 
a second primary school within the 
villages. The proposal is for 420 primary 
places, with an additional 52 early years 
places, located north of the villages 
adjacent to the B1049 on land belonging 
to Buxhall Farm. 

We are responding to make sure that 
the school’s access for parking and drop-
offs/pick-ups does not compromise the 
well-used Cottenham shared-use path. 
Our recommendation is for gentle curves 
leading to a set-back crossing for best 
sightlines between drivers and cyclists, 
with a  continuous raised surface for the 
path to show its clear priority over the 

school access. This is consistent with 
crossings seen elsewhere on the path.

The developers recognise that a 
majority of pupils will need to arrive 
on foot or by cycle for the school to 
be successful. To this end we are also 
pushing for a number of infrastructure 
improvements to be delivered alongside 
the school: formal crossings of Glebe 
Way, improved road markings, and 
measures to reduce speeds.

Newmarket Road
Cambridgeshire County Council, in 
collaboration with Anglian Learning, are 
also conducting early consultation on a 
new primary school as part of the 1,300-
home Wing development (see page 
6). The proposed school site, adjacent 
to the Newmarket Road Park & Ride, 
will accommodate 420 pupils, with an 
additional 52-place early years nursery. 
Construction is due to commence in the 
first half of 2019 and to be completed 
alongside the Phase 1 delivery of  
500 homes.

In this case the school is part of a new 
development, so walking and cycling 
access does not have to be retrofitted into 
existing infrastructure. There is potential 
for excellent provision to maximise 

the number of pupils able to arrive on 
foot or by cycle. We will recommend 
that the school be situated away from 
polluting and dangerous roads. Vehicular 
access should be via the periphery of 
the development with through routes 
blocked to motor vehicles. Cycle and 
pedestrian connectivity through the site 
would provide a safe environment for 
journeys to the school. 

Nuffield Road
At the Shirley School, we have been 
working with parents to improve cycle 
access as part of the changes to the 
Green End Road area. Discussion had 
centred around any proposed cycling 
scheme delivering better commuter links 
to Cambridge North Station. Pressure 
has ensured equal emphasis is placed on 
enhancing the environment for children 
and parents walking and cycling to 
the school: it is clear that the current 
proposal for painted on-road cycle lanes, 
unfit for this purpose, is now unlikely to 
go ahead. In collaboration with parents 
we are promoting an alternative layout 
that provides a segregated bi-directional 
cycle path to enable active journeys to 
the school.
Tom McKeown

Safer routes to school

Campaigning
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A Camcycle email landed in my inbox a few weeks ago 
and mentioned a planning application to extend the 
Trumpington Park & Ride site. I was curious to see how 

this would affect the cycle routes through the site, particularly 
the route from the Busway towards Harston, which currently 
involves an awkward transit of the P&R entrance roundabout 
and a narrow shared path alongside the main road.

I have spent some time looking at the proposals, and 
the plans for the cycle routes within the new housing that’s 
currently being built alongside the P&R site. Piecing together 
the jigsaw of drawings, I managed to work out what the route 
would look like, and it’s not great. 

Here are the P&R site extension proposals:

At present, one corner of the P&R site is given over to a ‘surface 
water balancing pond’ — this is a sunken area with reeds that 
is designed to receive and store rainwater that runs off the car 
park, and prevent it from overwhelming the storm drains. The 
extension proposals are to replace this pond with underground 
storage tanks, and build more parking spaces on the site of 
the pond. They also plan to squeeze more parking spaces in on 
other parts of the site, notably around the perimeter.

The proposal to build over the balancing pond gives a great 
opportunity to improve routes for walkers and cyclists, and I am 
coordinating efforts by Camcycle 
and the A10 Corridor Cycling 
Campaign to make this happen.

All the masterplanning for the 
site has assumed that the balancing 
pond would be a permanent 
fixture. Here’s a drawing from the 
2007 outline planning application 
for the Trumpington Meadows 
development.

As you can see, the balancing 
pond (in turquoise) currently 
blocks the diagonal desire line 
across the site, and so the planners 
have worked around it.

The housing currently under construction borders the 
balancing pond and P&R site along two sides. There are two 
link paths for pedestrians and cyclists between the housing 
and the P&R — one at each end of the housing development.

I have proposed adding one or possibly two additional 
accesses once the new extension is built on the site of the 
balancing pond. There are two ‘parking courtyards’ that 
currently face onto the boundary fence, placed symmetrically 
either side of a block of flats. These courtyards could easily 
be opened up to provide a link through to the extended  
P&R site, giving a much more direct route for both cyclists  
and pedestrians.

We met the relevant officers at Shire Hall at the end of 
July. They said that had explored the possibility of making 
a connection along the lines of my proposal, but had been 
rebuffed by Barratt Homes, who are reluctant to allow any 
changes. Also, the City Council’s landscape officers were 
already worried about the extension to the P&R site and did 
not want to lose more. Sadly, that leaves us only to hope that 
the future residents of these new homes may advocate for a 
better path to be created, or if another P&R site opens near the 
M11 then this site could be greatly improved.

Trumpington Park & Ride

Campaigning

Details of access from the new housing to the P&R site.
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Cycle parking
At present, there is cycle parking in several locations around 
the site. There are big Velobox lockers behind the terminal, and 
these will remain in their existing locations.

There is a line of Sheffield stands along the verge close to 
the end of the Busway path, and these are due to be removed 
and the space used to create additional car parking spaces. 
To compensate, the designers propose to install four arch-
roofed cycle shelters with Sheffield stands at the north-east 
corner of the site. The location seems strange as it is not close 
to any of the main site facilities, but we were informed that  
it was intended to serve commuters who park and cycle along 
the maintenance track next to the Busway. The cycle shelter 
proposals don’t leave enough space for manoeuvring between 
the lines of stands and the officers agreed to revise the design 
to meet the city’s Cycle Parking Guide standards.

Internal roads
Over time, the P&R has developed from being just a car park 
and a bus stop into a significant part of the outer fringe of the 
city. Once the new housing opens it will have pedestrian and 

cycle routes leading into all four sides of the site. No provision 
has been made in the extension plans for better through routes 
for cyclists, although a small amount of extra pedestrian path 
will be built to help people walk to the bus terminal from the 
new parking spaces. The proposed cycling route in the planning 
applications is laughably circuitous and involves one of the main 
internal roads used by cars trying to leave the site. We have a 
few suggestions for how this could be improved, and have asked 
the designers to try and make a clear and well indicated route 
through the car park.

Approach roundabout
The main entrance to the site with its large roundabout has 
been modified several times in its lifetime as the site has 
developed. The extension proposals include adding another 
exit to the roundabout to serve another set of bus stands. This 
will take the roundabout up to 11 entrances or exits, which 
is clearly too many. The designers were reluctant to make 
significant changes to the design at this late stage, but agreed 
that the site may well be reconfigured again if the new P&R site 
opens, and that they would bear that in mind.
Michael Prior-Jones

It is hard to believe that the cycle park at 
the main railway station has been open 
now for nearly two and a half years, after 
we campaigned for it for many years. 
Undoubtedly it has been a great boon 
for the city and people using the station,
and for that we are grateful. There is still 
no real signage pointing out where it is, 
if you don’t already know, but hopefully
that will get sorted out some time 
later this year. The management of the 
ground-floor cycle parking leaves much 
to be desired; these were supposed to be
spaces for persons with disabilities or 
larger cycles that could not be wheeled 
upstairs, but no plan to ensure this usage 
has come forward.

The most pressing problem with the 
cycle park is security. Over the months 

a trickle of reports started to arrive that 
people’s bikes were being stolen from 
right under the numerous CCTV cameras 
installed thoughout the facility. Now this 
has become a regular event, and you can 
see evidence of theft just by walking into 
the cycle park at any time. I have found 
cut locks on the floor, bikes with missing 
parts, and possibly most alarmingly, 
Sheffield stands unbolted and tossed on 
the floor, alongside bits of the double-
decker racks that have been loosened 
and removed from their place. It appears 
that thieves are brazenly using spanners 
to remove the stands, which defeats 
even the strongest of locks.

We are frustrated to watch the cycle 
park being disassembled bit by bit in this 
way, with the investment that Greater 

Anglia has poured into it, and its very 
heavy usage. When the police have been 
contacted they are reported to have 
said that they will not investigate in the 
case of any stolen bike that has been 
left locked in the cycle park for more 
than four hours, which rather defeats its 
purpose. 

As things stand I still use the cycle 
park, though only with a bike that I 
wouldn’t be too bothered to lose. The 
bigger issue is the loss of cycle parking, 
the loss of confidence in the facility, and 
the feeling of insecurity while inside. If 
criminals can operate so openly and 
brazenly under the cameras, then it is 
easy to understand why people might 
hesitate to go in there.
Matthew Danish

Station cycle park woes
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The students of the University of Cambridge’s PhD 
programme in Sensor Technologies have embarked on 
their team challenge, which is to develop ‘a cyclist’s 

mobile sensor hub for big data citizen science’.
The project aim is to design sensors that can fit on to a bike 

to measure the air quality, cycle traffic, and road surface quality 
as experienced by the cyclist. By encouraging Cambridge 
residents to assemble and use the easy-to-build sensors, and 
to access the analysed data, this project will bring the world 

of science closer to the community and promote engagement 
with issues relating to the quality of the local environment.

We are looking for volunteers to contribute to the project 
by using the sensors and therefore helping to collect data. A 
number of workshops are planned from late July onwards, 
in collaboration with Makespace (makespace.org). For more 
information, visit our website cambikesensor.net, or subscribe 
to our weekly newsletter there.
Francesca van Tartwijk

The Department of Computer Science and Technology, 
partner of the Smart Cambridge Programme, has also 
been offering support to the project by co-designing 
the communication aspects of the sensor. The Smart 
Cambridge Programme provides the low-power, long-
range wireless network that allows Cambike sensors to 
transmit data from anywhere in the city. For more details 
see: smartcambridge.org.
Dr Andrés Arcia-Moret

The Cambike sensor project

The Greater Cambridge Partnership, 
at its 4 July Executive Board 
meeting, agreed to invest an 

additional £19m towards a package of 
‘quick wins’ to improve road safety and 
enhance the cycling network.

The package includes a £4.6m 
investment in cycling improvements 
to several paths that will form part of 
the Greater Cambridge Greenways — a 
network of 12 high-quality cycling, walking 
and equestrian routes planned to link 

surrounding towns and villages to the city.
Construction work on the proposed 

‘quick wins’ will begin in August.  
This will include the widening and 
resurfacing of a number of existing 
cycleways, including between Stapleford 
and Sawston, and the creation of a new 
shared-use path linking Cottenham to 
the Busway.

For more information visit  
www.greatercambridge.org.uk 
Greater Cambridge Partnership

Greenways update from the GCP

Barton and Haslingfield 
Greenways
Two Greenways have gone into 
detailed consultation. The Barton 
Greenway has options that would 
finally tackle the two dangerous 
roundabouts with full grade-
separation. They are costly, though, 
and will need strong public support! 
The Haslingfield Greenway is 
proposing a bridge over the M11 to 
replace an existing stepped bridge. 
One idea is to add a wheeling ramp, 
but that would only help people 
who can push bicycles up ramps. 
The better option is to build a fully 
accessible bridge. Please be sure to 
check out the consultation website 
and fill out the survey by 20 August! 
www.greatercambridge.org.uk/
greenwaysconsultation
Matthew Danish

Concepts for the Barton Greenway link and Haslingfield Greenway bridge (© 5th Studio Ltd).

http://makespace.org/
http://www.cambikesensor.net/
https://smartcambridge.org/


17  August – September 2018  CAMCYCLE

Cambridge cycling news

New to Cambridge: MotionMap and Mobikes

The middle of June marked Clean 
Air day and a host of new launches 
designed to transform travel 

around Cambridge. 
On Wednesday 20 June, we were 

invited to attend the launch of Smart 
Cambridge’s new MotionMap travel app 
and wayfinding screens to help residents, 
commuters and visitors plan their 
journeys around the city. The app brings 
together ‘real-time’ and local timetable 
information to predict travel times more 
accurately and suggest the best routes in 
and around Cambridge - using a mix of 
buses, trains, walking and cycling.

Within a week, nearly 900 people 
had downloaded the app and many local  
businesses had enquired about installing 
smart lobby screens (top right) in their 
reception areas to guide staff and visitors.

These journey planning tools are 
being trialled with the support of 
the Greater Cambridge Partnership 
to encourage people to make 
sustainable travel choices and help 
reduce congestion. They’re keen  
to get feedback to improve the app  
and wayfinding screens; please email 
smart.cambridge@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
with your comments and enquiries.

On Thursday 21 June, two more new 
launches hit the streets as first Zedify 
(see below) and Mobike (near right) 
came to town. Mobike joins existing 
bikeshare company, Ofo, in the city and 
rolled out an initial fleet of 100 bikes 
which it hopes to expand in the coming 
months depending on the demand and 
popularity of the scheme.
Anna Williams

We’ve been delivering parcels around Cambridge for 
the past 13 years as Outspoken Delivery on behalf 
of over 200 wonderful local as well as national 

businesses and logistics carriers such as TNT.  On Clean Air 
Day (21 June) we changed our name to Zedify to better reflect 
our ambitions to change how we do deliveries in urban areas 
and help make our cities better places to be.

In 2005 we started with two cargo bikes and managed 
everything by bike. We were pushing boundaries on what 
could be delivered – we championed the use of cargobikes and 
have been delivering flowers, boxes of print and even the odd 
beer barrel ever since. But we’re here to shake up the logistics 
business even more and prove that all deliveries can be made 
smarter and be a positive enhancement to our cities. We’ve 
developed the use of larger cargo trikes and also electric vans 
and are now delivering thousands of parcels in and around 
Cambridge and operating nationwide with depots including 
Norwich, Glasgow and Edinburgh.

As Zedify, we’ve joined forces with Recharge Cargo from 
Brighton, as well as technology firm Skotkonung, to form a 
growing network of zero emissions delivery hubs.  

We’ve got some exciting plans for the future of urban 
logistics and we want people to rethink how they see us – 
not just as cycle couriers moving a few small items around 
Cambridge, but as a full logistics solution for urban areas. 

We’ve developed awesome technology to ensure our 
deliveries are done more efficiently and making it easier for our 
customers by allowing online booking of deliveries.

Goods at our city centre depots are sorted into local, digitally-
tracked delivery rounds and sent to their final addresses by 
specially adapted cargo bikes carrying up to 250 kilos. We also 

have an electric van for some deliveries further afield and for 
the really big stuff. Demand for deliveries to door and desk 
is booming, but our cities just can’t cope with ever-increasing 
numbers of diesel vans contributing to the toxic mix of poor air-
quality and increased congestion. With Zedify, businesses can 
decouple the last mile of their deliveries to more sustainable 
services that benefit cities.

Our refresh in thinking has made us refresh our branding. 
Our new name Zedify is all about Zero Emissions Deliveries, 
but we’re still the same friendly efficient teams as before. Our 
sister businesses, Outspoken Training (Bikeability cycle training) 
and Outspoken Cycles (family cycle shop, maintenance training 
and events) continue as our Outspoken brand.
Rob King
Zedify

Introducing Zedify!

Outside long‐term customer, The Cambridge Cheese Company.
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It has been an exciting few months for 
our stall bike. In Newsletter 136 we 
reported the kind support of the Co-

op’s Community Fund towards the stall 
bike project. We moved ahead with the 
purchase of a Bakfiets long cargo bike 
from the School Run Centre in Hope 
Street Yard. They were very helpful in 
selecting the right vehicle for the project, 
providing expert advice and allowing 
our volunteers to take the prospective 
vehicles out for test rides. The Bakfiets 
was chosen for its large cargo deck and 
the riding preference of our volunteers.

Roxanne and I met with Steve 
Puleston, carpenter from Bespoke 
Cambridge, to refresh our design ideas 
for the new-look stall.  With the bike 
available we were better able to visualise 
the design, imagining how it would work 
as a bike, stall or just transport for our 
materials to events where we cannot 

take the bike indoors. In mid-May Steve 
took the bike away and built a fantastic 
custom box from our brief. A hatch on the 
side reveals a beautifully crafted leaflet 
display, which can be removed and taken 
away from the bike for indoor events. A 
hidden leg and neatly concealed panel at 
the top of the box doubles the display 
table for outdoor events.

Meanwhile, we purchased and 
installed a secure lock-up for the stall 
bike at Outspoken’s Bike Depot. The 
police-approved Asgard locker will keep 
our new bike safe and dry when not in 
use. It has plenty of space if we want 
to expand our stall to a second bike or 
trailer, but also extra space for leaflets 
and other materials away from the 
Camcycle office.  Many thank to staff 
from Outspoken Delivery for helping 
with the construction. 

Summer events
On 9 June the bike had its maiden 
trip to the Eddington Cycling Festival, 
very appropriately since the event was 
also new. Roxanne said the bike was 
fascinating for passers-by, drawing them 
in and engaging with the stall. It helped 
to sign up new members and initiate 
an exciting opportunity to partner with 
John Lewis for a future event (above).

The Chesterton Festival on 23 June 
was attended by Camcycle employee 
and long-time volunteer Anna Williams. 
‘It was a busy afternoon with lots of 
interesting conversations. Several Reach 
riders came to tell us how much they 
enjoyed that event and other topics were 
discussed: how to deal with cars parking 
in cycle lanes, problems with potholes and 
questions about Elizabeth Way, Arbury 
Road, Histon Road and the future of Park 
Street cycle park. It was also interesting 
to speak to a significant number of older 
people who were sad they no longer 
felt able to cycle, but had many happy 
memories to share. It’s always rewarding 
to get out into local communities and 
hear firsthand what issues cyclists are 
facing and, as Chesterton residents 
make up a important proportion of our 
membership, we hope to ensure the 
Festival is an annual event.’

Out and about with the new Camcycle stall bike
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 Family Cycling Centre

Cargo Bike Specialist                                                          

                                      children's bike upgrade scheme 

Tandems and Triplets designed for families 

Expert advice, Servicing & Repairs

10% OFF 

 Servicing for 

CamCycle 

Members

The Bike Depot 140 Cowley Road Cambridge CB4 0DL 

01223 789606 team@outspokencycles.co.uk

Camcycle Trustee Willa McDonald 
took the stall to the Milton Road School’s 
Summer Fete on Friday 6 July. Taking 
it down Milton Road at the start of the 
evening peak was a real test for the new 
bike, validating the choice of electric assist 
to enable a wider range of volunteers to 
participate in stall events. I joined Willa at 
the school where it was wonderful to see 
the high proportion of families arriving 
by cycle. Improving the cycling provision 
along Milton Road was a popular topic 
with parents, and a book quiz, prepared 
by Anna and her daughter, was popular 

with the children. It’s the first time our 
stall has been to a school event; many 
thanks to the parents who invited us.

Taking over from Willa, I rode the 
stall bike from Milton Road School to 
Histon, again pleased  with the electric 
assist to whisk me along the Busway. 
The following morning I was joined 
by Willa and Camcycle intern Emma 
Pritchard for a sunny and well-attended 
Histon & Impington Feast. We had an 
enjoyable time discussing cycling stories 
and bugbears with attendees. Many we 
spoke to were interested in our thoughts 
on the recent Histon Road consultation, 
particularly the A14 crossing, King’s 
Hedges and Darwin Green junctions as 
these will remain a major obstacle for 
any residents wishing to cycle into the 
city along an improved Histon Road. New 
connections from the Busway were also 
of interest, particularly a route into and 
through the Darwin Green development.

Over the following week the bike was 

with Footprint Sign and Graphics on 
Clifton Road receiving a full vinyl wrap 
of the cargo box. Now bright Camcycle 
orange and emblazoned with our logos, 
it will make a great statement both at 
and riding to events.  Keep an eye out 
for it near you! We have, of course, also 
acknowledged the Co-op in the design 
for their kind support of the project.

We’d love your suggestions for future 
events. Or perhaps you’re involved 
with a school event and could extend 
us an invitation.  Please let us know via 
Cyclescape or at contact@camcycle.org.uk
Tom McKeown
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Welcome to the 2018 Cambridge Festival of Cycling!

Camcycle is thrilled to announce the 2018 Cambridge 
Festival of Cycling, which will run throughout the month 
of September, with events taking place every week across  

the city. 
We have exciting speakers lined up including Alec Seaman 

from World Bicycle Relief and Kat Jungnickel, author of 
‘Bikes and Bloomers’. This festival will be a celebration of the 
extensive and inclusive world of cycling, reaching out to new 
people across the local community and getting people talking 
about Camcycle. 

And that’s not all – we also have the launch of a new 
flagship event: the Cargo Carnival! This will be a fantastic 
display of cargo bikes and will showcase the ways cycling 
can be used to carry a wide range of people and products 
in everyday life. The Cargo Carnival will also give Camcycle  
the chance to present its newly branded stall bike to the streets 
of Cambridge. 

This festival is open to everyone and will be a chance 
for Camcycle to interact with new people and expand our 
membership and volunteer support base, resulting in an even 
greater influence in the local community. 

One of the major events of this festival will be the tailored 
family cycling event. This will include a panel of experts who 
can answer questions and give advice to families who are 
cycling, showing them different ways to transport children 
and featuring insight from British Cycling coaches. As well as 
this, there will be a showing of the celebrated Why we Cycle 
film, and organised social rides to encourage more people  
to cycle. 

We will also be organising a cycle to work mini-conference 
to share expertise with local employers and engage with 
commuters who need a bit of encouragement to switch to 
cycling and improve their working day.

For the month of September, we have partnered with the 
Cambridge Independent who will be reporting on our festival 
events and raising awareness of Camcycle.  

The intention is that the festival will grow and become 
an annual event, much like our flagship Reach Ride, raising 
awareness and connecting with more people who can help 
support our campaign. The festival also creates opportunities 
to work more closely with other local groups and help increase 
our influence in local decision-making. 

An event of this size has been a goal of the Campaign for 
some time and was made a strategic objective in the three-
year plan of 2015-2017, so we are excited finally to be able to 
bring it to fruition. 

Although some details are unconfirmed as we go to  
press, we will regularly be updating the website at  
www.cambridgefestivalofcycling.org. This event promises to 
be Cambridge’s biggest celebration of cycling yet!
Emma Pritchard
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The intention is that this festival  
will grow and become an annual event, 
much like our flagship Reach Ride

www.cambridgefestivalofcycling.org
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Social ride to Eddington 
Saturday 1 September

This year the Camcycle summer social 
is a leisurely ride suitable for all ages 
and abilities, which will launch the 2018 
Cambridge Festival of Cycling.

Meeting outside the Guildhall at 
11am, we’ll cycle through the historic 
city centre and along the traffic-free 
West Cambridge path to the Brook Leys 
nature area in Eddington. Bring a picnic 
and enjoy a coffee or ice cream from 
cargo bike traders. An optional guided 
ride returns to Cambridge at 2pm via 
Storey’s Way.

From the most experienced cyclists 
to those new to cycling in Cambridge,  
all are welcome – do join us and bring 
your friends!

Monthly meeting
Tuesday 4 September

Guest speaker Alec Seaman from World 
Bicycle Relief will talk to us about the 
power of bicycles and how the Buffalo 
Bicycles his charity provides to people  
in rural and emerging regions of the 
world help break down the distance 
barriers to education, healthcare and 
economic opportunity.

Film: ‘Why we cycle’
Friday 14 September

To the Dutch, cycling is as normal as 
breathing. Perhaps that is the key to 
the bicycle’s success in the country. But 
because the Dutch don’t usually give 
cycling a second thought, they don’t really 
know what the deeper needs of cyclists 
are. In the documentary ‘Why we cycle’ 
the filmmakers take a ride with ordinary 
cyclists and specialists from a variety of 
disciplines and uncover some obvious 
and hidden effects of cycling on people, 
on societies, and on the organisation of 
cities. The film will be screened at the 
new Storey’s Field Centre in Eddington. 
Doors open at 7pm. Find out more at  
www.cambridgefestivalofcycling.org

Family cycling event
Saturday 15 September

We’ll be bringing a variety of family 
cycling experts, children’s cycles and 
cargo cycles and equipment for carrying 
children to The Grove School on Campkin 
Road from 3-6pm for a new event to 
share knowledge and experiences of 
family cycling. The event will include 
talks, an opportunity for questions and 
lots of chances for testing of cycles and 

kit. Speakers confirmed so far include 
the organiser of a family cycling library 
in London, a family cargo bike retailer 
and the cargo-biking mum of a child 
with special needs. Find out more at  
www.cambridgefestivalofcycling.org

Bikes and Bloomers
Saturday 29 September

One of the highlights of our Cambridge 
Festival of Cycling will be guest speaker 
Dr Kat Jungnickel, author of ‘Bikes and 
Bloomers’. Join Dr Jungnickel, Camcycle 
and the Cambridge Ladybirds Women’s 
Institute for a cycle ride and discussion 
and tea and cake. There will even be 
examples of the extraordinary cycle wear 
for guests to try! Details coming soon at 
www.cambridgefestivalofcycling.org

Cargo carnival!
Saturday 22 September

Roll up, roll up, for the stupendous, 
amazing, incredible Cargo Carnival! 
Join our happy parade of cyclists as you 
show the city of Cambridge what can 
be carried on a bike – from children to 
carpentry tools and pizza to puppies! 

Meeting at 11am, we’ll take a short 
ride through the city centre to Lammas 
Land where we’ll pull up for a small 
festival of cargo traders and cargo bike 
specialists. If you’re a trader and you’d 
like to be involved, it’s not too late! Get 
in touch at contact@camcycle.org.uk

Everyone else, round up your friends! 
Load up your cargo, decorate your bikes 
and let’s have one fantastic celebration 
on wheels!
For the latest details, visit  
www.cambridgefestivalofcycling.org
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full lineup of events

www.rutlandcycling.com                            0330 555 0080
Our other stores:   Grand Arcade  |  Cambridge Station  |  Histon  |  Giant Store Hills Road

Electric Bike Centre
Rutland Cycling Barnwell Road

257 Barnwell Road, Cambridge CB5 8SL

Book your free test ride today
01223 244310  |  www.rutlandcycling.com/testride

ELECTRIC BIKES
Ride further, go faster, have more fun!

FEATURED

Kalkhoff Agattu Excite B8

From £72 per month, with
no deposit and 0% APR
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Features

Picture the scene: a cold dark evening, three tired children 
after school and swimming lessons, one tired and 
somewhat grumpy Mummy. And a 1.5 mile walk home or 

a long wait for an over-crowded and late bus.
My eldest (6) pipes up ‘Mummy, it’s ok, you can put me and 

Joshua (4) in the double buggy and carry Samuel (18 months) in 
the sling! Then we’ll be fine!’  ‘Er, no, kiddo, we won’t,’ was my 
reply! ‘You might be, but I will not!’ was the thought in my head. 
Something Had To Be Done.

Travelling car-free with kids
I’d known since I was 12 that, owing to poor eyesight, I wouldn’t 
be able to learn to drive a car. As a student and then living 
and working in Cambridge, this hadn’t bothered me. When I 
had my first and even my second child, we got by. We walked 
for miles and miles and managed (just about!) with a double 
buggy on the buses.  But when the third came along, it was 
the breaking point. So, following the conversation above, we 
looked into cargo bikes. We’d previously had a bike trailer and 
a tricycle for carrying the older two boys, but I’d not fallen in 
love with either and we rarely used them. The trailer felt heavy 
and cumbersome and I couldn’t chat to the boys as we cycled, 
plus it lacked storage space. The tricycle had seats on the back 
for them, but it wasn’t weather-proof and there was even less 
storage space. And neither let the them nap when needed in 
any degree of comfort.

Choosing a cargo bike
So, in February 2017, we hired a cargo bike for the weekend 
and off we went! We all loved it immediately. We’d gone for 
the Bakfiets long model and it simply ticked all the boxes. It’s 
a dream to cycle (it took me five minutes to get used to it, 
being a confident cyclist on a ‘normal’ bike) and there is plenty 
of storage space (the long model does what it says on the tin 
– it’s long – plus there are two large panniers on the back). 
It’s weatherproof (we tried the extra-high rain cover which 
means even my tall 7-year-old  can comfortably sit underneath 
it and be securely zipped in and covered from the elements). 
The seating is versatile (one fixed bench in the front can take 
two children, there is another removable bench in the long 
version which can take another child and we also have a seat 
on the back, so the children can switch places – and you can 
break up arguments if needed!).  Plus it can fit a baby/toddler 
seat so my youngest could sleep in comfort.

The only thing missing was – electric assist! I see plenty 
of people cycling in Cambridge with the manual version and 
multiple children. Well, they must be super fit! I convinced 
my husband that, with three not-entirely-small-children (all 
10.5lb at birth and they haven’t stopped growing much since!), 
I needed some help. This was, after all, effectively going to be 
my car. So we ordered a model with all the bells and whistles 
and, to be fair, a price tag to match – but we consider it a cheap 
car rather than an expensive bike. Plus the re-sale values are 
good. And we haven’t looked back since.

Since March 2017, we’ve covered close to 4,500 miles. We’ve 
been to St Ives and back. We’ve been just about everywhere 
there is to go in Cambridge. We’ve discovered only two cut-
throughs with barriers we can’t get through (my bike-wriggling-
around-corner-skills have become well-tuned!).  We’ve cycled 
in sun, rain, snow, ice and everything in between. The school 
run has been revolutionised. No more walking home with tired 
and tearful children who need a rest – pile them on the bike 
and we’re home in three minutes with no (or at least less!) 
moaning; and it’s given us a freedom that we didn’t have 
before. This summer we are eagerly planning trips to Anglesey 
Abbey, Cherry Hinton Hall, Wicken Fen Nature Reserve and 
more. None of this would previously have been easy with three 
children and a dodgy bus service. 

It’s been a vehicle of necessity (the school run), fun (family 
days out) and even an ambulance (transporting a child with a 
broken arm to A&E) and has risen to every challenge.

And if my eldest ever mentions the double buggy and sling 
combo, I just laugh and pile them all on the bike!
Clare Cordell

How one bike changed our life!

It’s been a vehicle of necessity, fun,  
and even an ambulance and has risen 
 to every challenge
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Features

Manchester’s new Beelines 
network will bring together  
1,000 miles of cycleway,  
75 miles of which will be  
Dutch-style segregated lanes

The highlight of the conference, held 
in Manchester on 28-29 June, was the 
launch of the £500m proposal for a 
new joined-up network of walking and 
cycling infrastructure across Greater 
Manchester, where 75% of trips of 
2-5km are currently made by car. As 
part of the scheme, 1,400 crossings 
will be made safer for cyclists and 24 
cyclist- and pedestrian-friendly filtered 
neighbourhoods will be created. 

Mayor Andy Burnham and Walking 
and Cycling Commissioner Chris Boardman 
were inspiring advocates for the scheme 
and said political will was the key to 
getting things done, and that they 
had worked closely with stakeholders 
from each part of the city to shape the 
project. Burnham was passionate about 
the impact the network would have on 
areas outside transport such as public 
health and air pollution. ‘How else could 
I spend the same money and benefit 
every man, woman and child in Greater 
Manchester?’

Evidence shows that cars are 
parked for 99% of the time

Storing them on the pavement is a 
particularly poor use of space. A new 
campaign to ‘Ban Pavement Parking’ was 
a key part of the ‘Moving the Nation’ 
manifesto, launched at the conference 
by an alliance of walking and cycling 
charities. Chris Boardman encouraged 
the campaign to send out more positive 
messages such as ‘more space for prams 
and wheelchairs’ and, elsewhere at the 
conference, traffic engineer Jess Read 
called for minimum 2.5m footways as 
a basic standard to enable sociable and 
accompanied walking.

In 2016, 550 pedestrians  
and cyclists were killed on 
Britain’s roads, making up  
a third of all fatalities

The need for higher levels of safety, and 
perceived safety, came up in several of 
the presentations. We learned that the 
LTN 2/08 Cycle Infrastructure Design 
guide is being rewritten, building on 
the last 10 years of new guidance and 
including protected intersections and 
roundabouts with parallel crossings and 
cycle priority. Transport Minister Jesse 
Norman also announced £500,000 
funding for a pilot scheme of bespoke 
training to improve driving instructors’ 

cycle safety awareness and additional 
resources for police to help crack down 
on close passing. 

Urban mobility is all about space:  
54% of the world’s population live 
in cities

‘Shared-use paths have been a default 
when it has been harder to fit in cycle 
infrastructure,’ said one of the speakers 
talking about walking infrastructure. But 
they are just not suitable when cyclist 
volumes get to any reasonable level and 
are especially hard for those with visual 
impairments. Gwenda Zurbier from the 
Dutch Cycling Embassy showed us the 
other end of the spectrum, using photos 
and diagrams from the Netherlands and 
Barcelona where selected ‘bike streets’ 
have been completely reclaimed from 
motor vehicles. 

In the Netherlands, 48% of train 
travellers arrive by bike

Erik Tetterhoo from the Dutch Cycling 
Embassy demonstrated how developing 
urban environments along a Hybrid 
Bike-Train Oriented Development (HOD) 
system could allow 85% of residents in 
an urban area to access their destinations 
via active and public transport modes. 
Multi-modal travel also came up in 
discussions on promoting National 

Cycle City, Active City 2018: 
the conference in numbers

A new campaign to ban pavement parking was launched at the conference by an alliance 
of walking and cycling charities including Cycling UK, Sustrans and Living Streets.

The Beelines proposal, launched in June 2018.
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Cycle City, Active City 2018: 
the conference in numbers

Rail’s PlusBike scheme through social 
media influencers, and the potential of 
combining bus and bike hire schemes 
when both were council-owned and run. 

A recent survey revealed that 73% 
of women in 7 major UK cities 
never ride a bike for local journeys

Yet, according to Sustrans’ Bike Life 
Report on inclusive city cycling entitled 
Women: Reducing the Gender Gap, almost 
a third of those would like to start 
riding. Feeling unsafe on the roads is 
the top barrier to cycling, but 79% of 
women interviewed supported building 
more protected cycle lanes even if this 
meant less space for other road traffic. 
Overall, when compared with men’s 
journeys, women travelled more with 
shopping or children, did more multi-
stop trips (sometimes referred to as ‘trip-
chaining’) and raised concerns about 
personal safety, especially at night. The 
importance of modelling behaviour to 
children was also raised. Philip Darnton, 
Chair of The Bicycle Association, said 
they found that ‘if a mother didn’t cycle 
she was less inclined to let her child 
cycle,’ and highlighted that children’s 
bike sales were dropping, particulary for 
the 11-15 age group.

In Northern Ireland, 81% of 
children want to walk or cycle  
to school

When only 12.7% of 11-16 year olds 
in the area are meeting the daily 
recommendation of 60 minutes of 
activity, active travel to school makes 
an excellent contribution. Caroline 
Bloomfield from Public Health Northern 
Ireland talked about their work with 
Sustrans to encourage walking and 
cycling to school and the impact it 
had on issues such as congestion, air 
quality, childhood obesity and academic 
performance. Across the 281 schools 
they have worked with, walking and 
cycling are up, driving to school is down 
and 44% of children now meet their 
recommended daily exercise level.

Cycle numbers on Manchester’s 
Wilmslow Road route have risen 
by 86% since the introduction  
of segregated cycle lanes

A tour of the route from the University area 
on Oxford Road down to the residential 
area of Fallowfield demonstrated several 
excellent examples of cycle infrastructure, 
from kerb-separated cycleways to floating 
bus stops with multiple, clear pedestrian 
crossings. We were told Oxford Road 
was the bus superhighway of Europe 
with over 100 buses an hour, but with 
motor traffic removed and several wide 
pedestrian spaces around the university 
it felt safe and easy to cycle through. 

Following ‘Cycle Skills’ training 
in London boroughs, 69% of 
participants had increased their 
cycling activity a month later  
and 11% were now cycling over  
4 times a week

The other 31% turned out to be people 
who already cycled a lot but were 
looking to develop their skills. However, 
other schemes, such as a commuter bike 

loan initiative in Bristol, had more mixed 
results. It takes a while to build habits 
and many of the Bristol cyclists still saw 
cycling to work as an ‘event’ that they 
did on occasion rather than something 
they would do regularly. It’s also worth 
noting that even in areas of high cycling, 
there is always room for improvement. 
Cambridge University wasn’t officially 
part of Love to Ride’s ‘UniCycle’ scheme, 
but its students still managed to win the 
prize for the biggest uptake in riders!

The value of volunteering to the 
Stockton Active Travel Hub is 
£52k per year

Volunteers are amazing. The Stockton 
scheme has 42 active volunteers who 
lead 400 walks and 500 cycle rides a 
year. They are trained and supported 
but empowered to shape programmes 
around their own local communities and 
create trips that are as much about the 
social side as the exercise. They have 
seen a 12% increase in those cycling to 
work, a 9% decrease in car commuting 
and 85% of participants agree that they 
are now more active in their daily lives.
Anna Williams

Features

A floating bus stop on Manchester’s Oxford Road with a large area for pedestrians to wait 
and a clear zebra crossing over the cycleway onto the pavement.
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Last year I was made redundant. It 
was just about the best thing that 
could have happened to me. I now 

have a new part-time job working for 
Cambridge Carbon Footprint’s Open Eco 
Homes project, which runs two open 
home events and a series of workshops 
in September and October every year. As 
part of this job I cycle around Cambridge 
meeting eco-home owners who love to 
open their doors to visitors and share 
their knowledge about energy-saving 
technologies. It’s perfect for me.

I spend the rest of my time doing 
other things I love, including writing and 
cycling. I’ve always been a commuter 
cyclist but since being made redundant a 
big part of each week is now given over 
to cycling, almost to the point where 
I consider myself a part-time cyclist. 
Unpaid of course.

I don’t earn as much post-redundancy 
but I have lost nearly two stone in weight 
and am mentally and physically fitter 
than I’ve been for a very long time. Much 

of the stress and unhappiness associated 
with my old job are gone. Cycling an 
hour or more each day has also helped 
to ease previous anxiety and depression 
problems. Taking on rides I haven’t done 
before has boosted my confidence. 

I feel calmer making decisions off the 
bike and at the same time exhilarated 
by everything I see, hear and feel on 
it. I have stopped thinking of my bike 
rides as exercise and they have become 
something akin to a daily spiritual 
practice: the closest I get to a meditation, 
albeit a turbo-charged sweaty one. I even 
find that cycling delivers that holiest of 
modern grails, ‘living in the moment’. I 
have become a mindful cyclist. 

It would be too dramatic to say that 
my bike has saved me, but it does make 
every day very much better. Cycling has 
become an integral part of my life. The 

best kind of addiction – one that takes 
away the edge without taking you over 
it, unless you’re careless on a mountain 
road descent! 

Discovering the joy of touring
Sometime last year I started waking 
up to the possibility that this strength 
growing inside me could be magnified 
immensely by committing myself fully 
to the ride: by taking time out, taking 
myself away from everything I knew and 
being completely reliant on everything I 
could pack into four panniers. I wanted 
to know what my body could teach me 
about myself. What sort of person I could 
be if the whole of each day was spent in 
a mode of discovery, cycling, walking, 
being, listening, seeing. Not working for 
someone else’s goals, or being tied to a 
place, or stuck with an imagined vision 
of myself. 

So last winter, after many months of 
training and planning, I took seven weeks 
out of life and cycled solo in a southerly 
direction through France, Spain and 
Portugal, something I would never have 
considered possible even a year ago. 
I took the train when I needed to, but 
covered about 1,200km on my second-
hand Gazelle touring bike, visiting 
Normandy, France’s Atlantic Coast, the 
Pyrenees, Catalonia and the southern 
regions of Portugal, before finally getting 
back to Britain via the ferry terminal 
just north of Bilbao, on the north coast 
of Spain. With a non-folding bike, this 
journey sometimes felt like an extreme 
feat of logistical contortion, demanding a 
supreme knowledge of national railways, 
but I was proud to have done the whole 
journey without getting on an aeroplane. 

When I started my trip I was so 
nervous and worried I really questioned 
my sanity in taking on such a challenge. 
What is the worst thing you could do 
to a person who suffers from anxiety?  
Take them out of their comfort zone, 
take away most of their material 
possessions, remove the roof from over 
their head, send them alone to many 
unfamiliar places with several languages 
they don’t understand, put them under a 
massive social pressure to succeed, give 
them a thousand decisions to make all  
at once. But by the end I found I was  
not the person I thought I was. I was 
much stronger, fitter and more resilient 
than I realised. 

The Grand Départ

Features

I have stopped thinking of my bike rides as exercise  
and they have become something akin to a daily 
spiritual practice: albeit a turbo-charged sweaty one
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And most of all I found that people 
everywhere were almost universally 
friendly, kind and helpful. One of my 
fondest memories is being applauded 
by a group of French men and women 
the moment I left the ferry at Caen in 
northern France to join the busy cycle 
path that runs next to the terminal (part 
of Eurovelo 4). Never have I been so 
appreciated as a cyclist as I have been in 
France and Spain.

The Grand Départ
Cycle touring has changed me, and I 
can’t wait to take on more challenges. 
This was my first overnight journey on 
a bike but is now part of a ridiculously 
big ambition to visit all 26 remaining 
EU countries by bike and train before 
Britain finally leaves the EU. It is my 
own quixotic response to Brexit. A grand 
départ to take back control. I couldn’t 
think of anything better than cycling 
through Europe, crossing as many 
borders as possible. Sans passeport. 
What represents freedom of movement 
better than cycling? 

I don’t know quite how and if I’ll be able 
to visit every country, but this summer 
I’m going to cycle between Dublin and 
Belfast, over the most contentious post-
Brexit border, before heading off to the 
Benelux countries. In the winter my plan 
is to head south again – to southern Italy, 
Malta, Greece and Cyprus – before the 
worst of the winter arrives. Last time 
it got down to just above freezing in 
my tent in southern Portugal so I know 
when it’s time to come back home. And 
even if I fail I know that I will have at 
least done something meaningful to 
connect with our European neighbours, 

and to strengthen my own resilience in 
this changing and difficult time.

Open Eco Homes 2018 will offer free 
tours of 12 homes across Cambridge, 
Girton and Impington on Saturday 30 
September and Sunday 6 October 2018. 
Cycling between tours encouraged. For 

other dates, bookings open in mid-August. 
More details at www.openecohomes.org 
Allan Shephard
This article is an extract from a book Allan 
is writing called ‘The Grand Départ – A 
European Odyssey’. Read more about his 
trip at www.thegranddepart.com

Features

My ambition is to visit all 
26 remaining EU countries 
by bike and train before 
Britain finally leaves the 
EU: my own quixotic 
response to Brexit

Allan’s second‐hand Gazelle touring bike poses for photos on the ferry between Spain and 
Portugal and near the Solar Research Centre in the French Pyrenees.
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Reflections

If ‘children in my day’ social posts by my 
generation are anything to go by, there 
is a general consensus that children 

spend less time playing out in their 
neighbourhood streets than did their 
parents or grandparents. Sometimes the 
posts come with concern over screen-
time, or a warning about stranger-
danger; however, high on the list of 
causes must surely be the increases 
in size and number of private motor 
vehicles over the years.

Playing Out is hoping to reverse 
these trends. It is a parent- and resident-
led movement restoring children’s 
freedom to play out in the streets and 
spaces where they live, for their health, 
happiness and sense of belonging. 
The main focus is on helping parents 
and residents to organise Playing Out 
sessions on their street or spaces close 
to home. Where necessary this may 
include a formal road closure to ensure 
the safety of participants, or marshals to 
supervise drivers passing the session. 

Why is play in the street so important? 
Children need ample space to play 
energetically. Many homes do not have 
gardens, or in cities gardens tend to be 
small. Many children can’t get to parks 
and other open spaces easily, whereas 
the street is instantly accessible. The 
street is a blank canvas, allowing for 
child-led free play, providing important 
social and learning opportunities as 
opposed to structured, organised 
activities in designated spaces. Playing 
in the street allows for ‘semi-supervised’ 
play. Parents can get on with housework 
or looking after other children in the 
house while allowing children to play 
outside. Children are far more likely to 
play outside frequently if allowed to 

play near their home, rather than relying 
on parents to take them somewhere 
else, like the park. Finally, the street is 
the ‘starting point for all journeys’ (Tim 
Gill). The ability to play independently in 
their home street is a first step towards 
greater independent mobility around the 
neighbourhood – to visit friends, go to 
the park or walk to school.

The Playing Out website  
(playingout.net) provides regular blogs 
with advice to help make playing out as 
easy as possible, as well as suggestions 
for small, personal actions that can have a 
big impact. For example, taking your cup 
of tea or newspaper to the front garden 
or pavement and greeting passers-by. Or 
simply leaving your door open while in 
during the day, signalling to neighbours 
and passers-by that you are at home and 
that there are ‘eyes on the street’.

One Camcycle member has been 
enthusiastically supporting a session on 
his street. ‘I’d say that last weekend we 
probably [had] 40 children playing in 
our road. We are starting to get families 
coming from nearby roads as well. I think 
it’s been a really good initiative.’ It bodes 
well for future members too: ’the next 

day my three year old - who has just 
learnt to ride his bike, and spent the 
whole hour pedalling up and down the 
road - asked “is the road closed today as 
well?” in a hopeful voice.’

Would you be able to help more of 
these sessions take place? The county 
council wants to encourage residents 
to start these Playing Out sessions by 
finding Playing Out Champions. They are 
offering a free one-day training course in 
marshalling. As a trained event marshal 
you will be able to advise residents on 
a local traffic plan for their event, and 
on the day supervise where to place 
the ‘road closed’ signs and cones, and 
guide drivers in and out. It is also an 
opportunity to earn Community Time 
credits - if you spend one hour helping 
your community, you will earn one time 
credit, which can be exchanged for a 
variety of things, from exercise classes 
to cinema and theatre tickets. For more 
information please contact Paul Connelly 
(Youth & Community Coordinator) at 
Cambridgeshire County Council by email: 
Paul.connelly@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or  
mobile: 07966 042609.  
Tom McKeown

Playing out

The street is a blank 
canvas, allowing for  
child-led free play, 
providing important social 
and learning opportunities
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http://playingout.net/
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Reflections

Growing up in one of Cambridgeshire’s market towns,  
I learned to cycle at a young age. But for me, it has been 
a bumpy road. As a young girl, I spent my summers 

cycling the scenic forests and along the coastline in Denmark, 
and although clumsy at times, I loved it. 

One summer, however, I had a bad fall on an old track: 
suffice it to say, I was not paying attention. Being only eleven 
at the time, I was shaken up and refused to cycle. I went back 
to school with a huge graze across my face, a bruised body and 
a fear of cycling.

I turned fifteen desperate for a Saturday job. My friend had 
just started a paper round but needed someone to cover, £15 a 
week sounded very good! I was still worried about cycling, but 
having decided I was now an adult, I swallowed my fear and 
proceeded cautiously. 

This soon turned into a sense of independence and 
accomplishment. I became the weekend girl - my basket so 
heavy it made a dent in my tyre! Despite fog freezing my hair 
into icicles, rainy days and sweltering weather, I absolutely 
loved it. 

I started cycling in Denmark again, making my reluctant 
family cycle 10km to historic ruins at least once every summer. 

At university, I really missed my bike and had to take 
the occasional spinning class to make up for it. Now I have 
moved home I cycle around town and take bike rides with 
my boyfriend. I am still a little clumsy, and apparently slow,  
but I love that it keeps me fit, gives me fresh air and makes 
me happy. 

However, having been a leisurely cyclist in my little town, 
and being spoilt by the Danish cycle paths, I have been a 
bit nervous about cycling in such a busy city as Cambridge. 
Luckily, I have now had some fantastic training from Nancy at 
Outspoken. I am now so much more confident on the road and 
even managed to get across the very big and busy junction by 
the Catholic Church. 

Although cycling has always been part of my life, I had never 
really seen it as a serious form of transport until I was put in 
charge of the environmental initiative in my department when 
I was a Policy Assistant at the University of Hertfordshire. This 
experience broadened my horizons and I started to look at 
cycling as more than a hobby; instead, I started to see it as 
something everyone could do to be healthier, happier, and look 
after the planet. 

I am so pleased to be recruited as Camcycle’s first intern, 
on a paid internship programme that has been designed to 
meet the standards set by the Chartered Institute of Personnel 
and Development. Having just left university, I was eager to 
get started, but many opportunities are unpaid, and this makes 
it difficult for people like me with mounting student loans.  
I am now coming to the end of my induction week and already  
I have learned so much. 

I am so excited to get involved and understand how policy 
works at a local level, and find out what makes Camcycle  
so successful. 
Emma Pritchard

Meet our new intern: Emma’s cycling story

Camcycle’s new intern Emma Pritchard shown beginning her 
Bikeability course with Nancy from Outspoken Training and riding 
her bike as a teenager in Denmark.
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Reflections

Andrew Gilligan, who was the Cycling Commissioner for 
London under Mayor Boris Johnson, is now an advisor to 
the National Infrastructure Committee. He has written 

a report, Running Out of Road, looking specifically at cycling 
issues and opportunities in Oxford, Cambridge and Milton 
Keynes. Of course, Mr Gilligan also has fame as a journalist, 
and it is his skill in that area that makes this report so readable.

In the past I’ve complained that some campaigners within 
Cambridge have an attitude that ‘with one jump we can be 
free’. We have though, with the help of others (and DfT money 
found down the back of the sofa), made very significant 
progress in the last ten years.

Mr Gilligan points out that cycling is a serious mode in both 
Oxford and Cambridge, and that council leaders support cycling 
in their strategies, but that ‘growth’ risks an unmanageable 
situation.

Issues and opportunities 
Chapters 4 & 5 of the 45-page document specifically deal with 
Cambridge.

Gilligan points to a projected growth of ‘traffic’ of 32% by 
2031, yet the recent GCP papers want a reduction of 11% (in 
motor traffic) on 2011 levels.

Cambridge is the cycling capital of the English-speaking 
world, and more and better cycling infrastructure can be 
delivered in a far shorter timescale and at a far lower cost 
than any suggested alternatives. He points out that the 
relatively large difference in current cycling levels within the 
area are easily explained by the lack of cycling facilities (from 
Bar Hill for example!). Paragraph 118 criticises the interim 
transport strategy statement published by Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Mayor, James Palmer, (May 2018) for including 
no cycling schemes in the list of proposals, yet talking of 
‘creating new pedestrian and cycle-friendly infrastructure and 
facilities’. The report says that cycling from necklace villages is 
‘frequently terrifying’, and that provision in new developments 
‘often fails’. Who could disagree?

So what of the recommendations?
•    Main roads must be tackled (and it is the junctions that are 

important).

•    A network of paths linking necklace villages (Greenways?) 
should be constructed, but they must be all-weather and 
all-season surfaces.

•    Traffic reduction must form part of a wider package, but 
pro-cycling changes can be made quickly and should not 
be dependent on other agreed packages.

Regarding the final chapter ‘Getting schemes done’, I shall extract 
the quote from a former Transport Commissioner for New York:

Efforts to reach an idealised consensus have resulted in years of 
indecision, inaction and paralysis-by-analysis as leaders attempt to 
placate the opposition that accompanies any change to the streets.

We have had leaders in the past who took decisions on such 
things as major street closures, against much opposition. I 
hope many will read this report and realise that, even if not the 
whole solution, choosing to prioritise ‘better, safer and more 
cycling in and around Cambridge’ will enable Cambridge to 
expand yet to be a vibrant and pleasant place.

Read the full report at: tinyurl.com/runningoutofroad
Jim Chisholm

My memories of a dedicated campaigner
I was very sad to hear of the death of Colin Rosenstiel in 
May. He had only recently produced one of his excellent 
reports on the local elections. Colin had lymphoma but 
had worked to the last.

I was of course a recent arrival in Cambridge (1985) 
and was only seriously involved in transport campaigning 
from the formation of the Campaign. I soon discovered 
that Colin had an excellent knowledge of the history of 
city planning and transport, especially regarding taxis and 
trains! He was passionate about a number of things, and 
like me did not believe people should break rules just 
because you could ‘get away with it’. It has got us both 
into difficulties!

Colin had been a councillor for Market Ward for over 
30 years, and was a trustee for the Campaign for several 
years where his local knowledge was extremely useful.  

Colin had a good voice at meetings, and I and others 
will miss him.

Our thoughts go to Joye, his children and his 
grandchildren.
Jim Chisholm

Cycling is the answer to sustainable growth  
in Cambridge

https://tinyurl.com/runningoutofroad
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Camcycle monthly meetings and events

The Campaign’s monthly general meeting is held in the Friends’ 
Meeting House, Jesus Lane on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Business starts at 8pm, with tea and coffee from 7.30pm. The 
agenda includes opportunities to discuss current issues and 
planning matters. All welcome. Please note that Camcycle 
may take photographs and videos at these meetings. These 
may be used in our publications, advertisements, media 
releases, website and social media. The video footage may be  
live-streamed on Facebook.

7 August: With guest speaker Susan Rooke from Cambridgeshire 
County Council’s Greenways project team

4 September: With guest speaker Alec Seaman from World 
Bicycle Relief (see page 21). Part of Cambridge Festival of Cycling.

For more exciting events from Cambridge Festival of Cycling 
including the first Cargo Carnival, please see pages 20-21.

Summer social

1 September: Family-friendly cycle ride and picnic to Brook Leys 
in Eddington. (see page 21). Part of Cambridge Festival of Cycling.

Stall bike events

1 and 4 August: John Lewis picnic event. Join us on the 
second floor of John Lewis on Wednesday 1 August between 
3 and 7pm or Saturday 4 August between 11am and 5pm.

23 September: Milton Autumn Festival. Cyclescape 1767

Camcycle newsletter dates

Newsletter team meeting: All are welcome to attend this 
meeting where we discuss the most recent issue and plan 
the next one. Date and location to be confirmed. Please see 
Cyclescape 979 for more details.

Copy deadline: 26 August. Members’ help with the newsletter, 
including writing articles, taking photos, providing reviews and 
laying out content, is always very welcome.

Newsletter distribution: week of 24 September. Members 
organise the newsletter distribution, putting into envelopes 
and then getting them delivered. More volunteers would be 
a great help.  More volunteers would be a great help. Please 
contact Lisa Woodburn (via contact@camcycle.org.uk).

Cambridge cycle rides

#CamRideHome rides start at 6pm on the last Friday of the 
month from outside The Mill pub on Mill Lane, Cambridge. 
No-one takes responsibility for organising it so it just depends 
on who turns up. Usually a few do and they enjoy a one-hour 
leisurely tour of the city finishing up at a pub. Follow the 
hashtag and enjoy.

CTC Cambridge holds up to six rides a week in the countryside 
around Cambridge. These range from short, leisurely-
paced rides which last 2-3 hours on a Saturday morning, 
medium-length rides on a Sunday afternoon, to long rides 
on a Thursday or Sunday that last all day. All welcome.  
www.ctc-cambridge.org.uk 

City and county council committees

Campaign members may be interested in attending council 
meet-ings. Planning Committee and Area Committee meetings 
often in-clude cycling and walking issues. Development Control 
Forum and Joint Development Control Committee meetings 
determine plan-ning applications relating to major housing 
development proposals.

Agendas are usually online about a week in advance  
www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy. Please check the website 
in case meetings have been cancelled, or times or venues 
changed.

Development Control Forum 8 August and 13 September at 
10am in Committee Room 1 & 2, The Guildhall, Market Square, 
Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

East Area Committee 11 October at 7pm in Abbey Meadows 
Community Primary School, Galfrid Road, Cambridge CB5 
8ND.

Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board 11 October 
at  4pm in the Council Chamber, South Cambridgeshire Hall, 
Cambourne CB23 6AE.

Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly 20 September 
at 2pm in the Council Chamber, South Cambridgeshire Hall, 
Cambourne CB23 6AE.

Joint Development Control Committee - Cambridge Fringes 
15 August at 10.30am in Committee Room 1 & 2, The Guildhall, 
Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

North Area Committee 13 September at 6.30pm in Chesterton 
Community College, Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3NY.

Planning Committee 29 August at 10am in Committee Room  
1 & 2, The Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

South Area Committee 10 September at 7pm in the Wilkinson 
Room, St John the Evangelist Church, Hills Road, Cambridge 
CB2 8RN.

West Central Area Committee 20 September at 7pm in Wesley 
Methodist Church, Christ’s Pieces, Cambridge CB1 1LG.

Please Note

Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to 
decline to promote events or activities where helmets or 
high-visibility clothing are required or implied.
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