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From the vice Chair

Science Park stuck in the 1970s

We have another packed newsletter 
featuring the current and ongoing issues 
for cycling in and around Cambridge.

The Greater Cambridge 
Partnership (formerly City Deal) is 
launching 12 Greenways routes of 
new and upgraded walking and cycling 
connections between Cambridge and 
the surrounding villages.

Cambridge Science Park is starting 
to consult and engage on upgrading 
the development, including its 
transport infrastructure.

Milton Road and the Chisholm 
Trail are ongoing issues, and problems 
around cycle parking and cycleway 
bollards continue to affect people 
cycling across the area.

With so much going on our 
volunteers are stretched, which limits 
what we can achieve even as there 
are many opportunities to improve 
and enable cycling. 

If you are affected by an issue or 
can add information please contribute 
on Cyclescape. If no-one comments 
on an issue we don’t know if there is 
support for changes.

We can always use people who 
can write to summarise the results of 
Cyclescape discussion for consultation 
and planning application responses. 

For stall events we can use more 
volunteers for an hour or so promoting 
cycling and the Campaign: a great 
opportunity for people who like to be 
out and about and meeting people. 
We would always pair new volunteers 
with experienced ones at events.

Even if you don’t feel you can 
contribute time, I’d like to thank you, 
our members, for your continued 
support: Camcycle would not exist 
without all of you.
Hester Wells

Walking? The main entrance 
to the central facilities in 
the Trinity Centre doesn’t 

even have a pavement. Wheelchair 
user, parent with a pram, or a business 
traveller with a wheeled suitcase? You 
will find that where there is a pavement 
there is sparse and inconsistent use of 
dropped and flush kerbs. Cycling? You 
have no dedicated space, and will often 
be forced onto the loop-road, which by 
design encourages fast driving.

The Science Park has been designed 
to be accessed by car: it has a massive 
multi-lane junction with Milton Road 
and more space given to surface car 
parks than to buildings. This strategy 
has failed. Some days the queue of cars 
for the junction with Milton Road backs 
up to one kilometre within the Science 
Park. Encouraging driving contributes 
to the blocking back of junctions on the 
A14, and congestion on Milton Road 
and King’s Hedges Road. The Science 
Park cannot accommodate more jobs 
and contribute positively to the local 
economy without a dramatic rethink of 
how people travel there. 

Walking and cycling, where considered 
at all, seem to be mainly considered as 
leisure activities. Winding paths around 
decorative features are shown up by 
worn grass along the more direct desire 
lines. Narrow gravelled paths have 
wheel-ruts down the sides where people 
have ignored the provided surface, which 
is totally inadequate for cycling. These 
shared paths do not give pedestrians 
and people cycling the space they need. 
There is clearly demand for better.

A lot has changed around Cambridge 
Science Park since the 1970s. The Jane 
Coston Bridge makes it possible to walk 
or cycle from Milton to the Science 
Park without crossing junctions of the 
A14. The Busway connects Histon and 
Impington, Oakington and Longstanton 
and other villages to the north, enabling 
journeys by bus and cycle. New 
developments such as Orchard Park 
and, in future, Northstowe are well 
connected to the Science Park by non-
car means. Cambridge North railway 
station has opened opposite the Science 
Park, enabling easy sustainable travel 

from more starting places. Whether 
walking and cycling are your mode of 
transport for your whole journey, or only 
the last leg of a journey by bus, train or 
Park & Ride, there is a wealth of options 
to travel to the Science Park from many 
destinations, but once you set foot 
or bike inside the perimeter you are 
abandoned. 

There is the potential for something 
truly excellent here: for stress-free, safe 
and convenient travel to and around 
the Science Park by sustainable means. 
Cambridge Science Park was once 
visionary in anticipating the demand for 
and benefits of a high-tech cluster on 
the edge of a university city. It is time for 
the Science Park to lead the way again, 
as an exemplar of a modern, sustainable 
development.
Hester Wells
Find out more and contribute to the issue 
at www.camcycle.org.uk/sciencepark

Cambridge 
Science Park
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Campaigning

From ‘City Deal’ to ‘Partnership’ for 
Greater Cambridge
The Greater Cambridge City Deal has 
announced a new name and a new 
approach. It will now be known as the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) 
with a revised strapline of ‘Growing 
and Sharing Prosperity’ and a focus on 
collaboration and partnership.

We hope to see this improve 

storey’s Way 
Camcycle has responded suggesting 
that a number of topics should be 
incorporated into the ‘Issues’ section 
of the Storey’s Way Conservation Area 
appraisal. These included commuter 
parking during the day, which means that 
during peak hours the northern section 
of the road is a traffic jam between lines 

the consultation approach and the 
outcomes of the City Deal and we 
will continue to work on making sure 

of parked cars, and the pinch point which 
regularly causes large vehicles to get 
stuck and poses a major obstacle for the 
main cycling route between Northwest 
Cambridge and the city centre.
Cyclescape 2878

Upcoming North-West Cambridge 
developments
Cambridge University is going to submit 
planning applications for a ‘Shared 
Facilities Hub’ and the next iteration 
of the Cavendish Laboratory. They 
are planning a shared-use walking and 
cycling plaza, with dining tables, in a 
constricted location next to the Shared 
Facilities Hub, along a major cycle 
route. The lack of separation will lead to 
unnecessary conflicts between people 

cycling remains a key beneficiary from 
this opportunity.

You can find out more at www.
greatercambridge.org.uk

Milton Road 
By the time of this newsletter’s 
publication key decisions will have been 
taken at the GCP Assembly and GCP 
Executive Board meetings in mid-July. 
Camcycle has supported throughout 
the detailed design phase (and will 
continue to do so) the Milton Road 
Alliance’s ‘Do-Optimum’ proposal that 
creates safe cycling conditions with an 
avenue of trees and verges, alongside 
neighbourhood-sensitive bus priority 
measures.
Cyclescape 3024

Fulbourn and Waterbeach Greenways 
Camcycle has been invited to the GCP’s 
first Greenways ‘user group’, a series of 
meetings which have been established 
following the decision ‘to engage with 
likely users of the routes, to hear about 
their requirements before we take the 
routes forward to the design stages’.
Cyclescape 3270 (Waterbeach) and 3271 
(Fulbourn)

walking and cycling, much like what has 
occurred with the Hauser Forum. We are 
also concerned about the movements of 
vehicles across cycle routes in the vicinity 
of the new Cavendish Laboratory. We 
hope to work together with the designers 
to create safe and welcoming conditions 
for walking and cycling.
Cyclescape 2981

Current campaigns
Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP)

Consultations
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West Cambridge site travel Plan 
(14/1337/COND12)
The Plan includes a number of 
inaccuracies and lacks specific details on 
cycle parking provision. West Cambridge 
Active Travel (wiki.cam.ac.uk/wcs-
active-travel) is a site-specific group of 
advocates and Camcycle encourages 
other like-minded individuals to join such 
groups or form them in their own areas if 
necessary.
Cyclescape 1862

Cambridge Road, Great Shelford, 7 new 
flats (S/1210/17/FL)
We’ve objected to the inadequate cycle 
parking.
Cyclescape 3159

Fen Road/Water Lane, Cambridge, three 
new dwellings (17/0675/FUL)
We objected as not only does this 
application reference the wrong cycle 
parking standards but they have also 
failed to meet even these.
Cyclescape 3178

Westfield House, Huntingdon Road, 
Cambridge, 20 new bike parking spaces 
(17/0693/FUL)
We welcome the effort to install cycle 
parking here; however it is impossible to 
fit the suggested number of stands in the 
allocated space. We’ve provided advice.
Cyclescape 3185

Grantchester Road, new five-bedroom 
dwelling (17/0557/FUL)
We objected as whilst the application 
manages to find room for four cars and 
a car lift, they’ve failed to make any 
accommodation for cycling.
Cyclescape 3194

Histon Road / North Street, new two-
bedroom dwelling, (17/0746/FUL)
This new development will be at the 
expense of off-street car parking. We 
want the applicants to be aware that 
they cannot be guaranteed on-street car 
parking on Histon Road.
Cyclescape 3193

Planning applications

Also

Cycling in the science Park
There is new management of the 
Cambridge Science Park which is 
consulting employees with regard to 
what could be improved or changed in 
general (see page 14).

To focus our campaigning, we’ve 
created a special Science Park page 
at www.camcycle.org.uk/sciencepark. 
Here you’ll find links to our Cyclestreets 
photomap of issues and to the 
discussions on Cyclescape.

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Mayor
Along with representatives of Cycling 
UK, Camcycle met with our new 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Mayor, James Palmer. In this positive 
meeting, we discussed the Mayor’s 
priorities for his first term and how 
cycling can play a key role in delivering 
his transportation objectives.

Busway derailments due to excessive 
speed
We’re concerned about the number 
of derailments on the Busway and the 
danger that they cause to people using the 

cycling and walking facilities alongside. 
Camcycle Trustee Jim Chisholm recently 
wrote to the County Council Busway 
Team to express our concerns.
Cyclescape 3263
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the Greater Cambridge Partnership (previously called City 
Deal) has recently announced the first two routes for 
Greenways to be studied for practicable options. Some 

half a million pounds are to be made available for investigations 
of six of the routes over the next year. 

Those chosen are to Waterbeach and Fulbourn and by the 
time you read this, the first meetings will have taken place.

It is the fringes of Cambridge where the best benefits can 
be obtained and in this short piece, I’ll just concentrate on a 
couple of locations, where on-going development should be 
used to support funding of such schemes.

Fulbourn
The Tins bridge between the ring road and Cherry Hinton has 
always been an obstruction to an otherwise upgraded section.

A member wrote to (then) Railtrack to complain about the 
condition of the bridge in 2002. See: www.camcycle.org.uk/
newsletters/42/article7.html

The bridge is still an obstruction and it is still ‘probably’ a 
criminal offence to cycle over it, and it is still a difficult bit of 
the route with the rest between Perne Road and Cherry Hinton 
now upgraded.

The development of the remaining part of the former 
cement works site, partly for housing, should enable partial 
funding here, as might the proposed ‘Cherry Hinton North’ 
development.

So what are the options here? Clearly no bodge and 
hardly a need for an architectural gem, but a new bridge 
with 1 in 20 approaches and a width of 5m+ is essential. 
Any replacement bridge would almost certainly be required 
to meet Network Rail standards for a twin-track electrified 

line (greater clearance and full enclosure over tracks). At least 
access should not be difficult for construction activities. I 
asked a couple of contacts about such structures, and was 
surprised to be told it could be cheaper to go for a longer span 
with abutments outside railway land! This is because of the 
difficulties and expense when working close to a live railway. 
Build the new abutments outside the rail boundary just away 
from the existing line of current footbridge and then ship in 
an off-the-peg span during a scheduled Sunday closure of the 
line. I’m even told that the county already owns some land on 
the eastern side.

Waterbeach
I’m not talking here about out in the sticks in Milton and beyond, 
but just the huge opportunities available at little cost within 
‘Cambridge Northern Fringe (East)’ where major development 
will occur within a few years and opportunities for improving 
both cycling and walking could easily be lost.

The old Network Rail road, now opened for cycling and 
walking, is a big gain compared to using the parallel Cowley 
Road.  Despite this, a couple of simple bridges, 5m wide and 
7m long, over the ‘First Public Drain’ would vastly improve 
access and enable those on foot or bike to avoid a mad junction 
onto Milton Road.

Obviously, one such bridge would need need to be positioned 
to give better access to the ‘Bike Depot’ and that branch of 
Cowley Road giving access to Cambridge Commercial Park.

The second bridge, if located near the driving test centre 
and opposite the old P&R bus stop, could link to a route to the 
rear of Orwell Furlong (city council land?). That avoids those 
mad junctions for routes to and from the Jane Coston Bridge 
over the A14. Should that old bus turning point be used as a big 
splitter island in Cowley Road, a two-stage cycle zebra would 
afford a safe crossing without the need for a Toucan.

That half-mile car park (the other arm of Cowley Road) 
clearly needs treatment. The shared-use footway with the 
difficult crossing of several entrances needs to be a pleasant 
footway for those on foot, as with the removal of parked cars 
there would be ample space for wide cycle lanes on both sides. 
Once the parked cars are removed, traffic levels (in this 20mph 
area?) are low enough that hard segregation would be an 
unnecessary expense.

Now we have Cambridge North station the best way to 
remove the dominance of the private motor vehicle is to make 
cycling and walking more pleasant.

We now have a link for those on foot or bike into the 
Cambridge Business Park from Cowley Road but it still lacks 
a similar link to Nuffield Road. I explored this area many years 
ago. Then I talked to an employee of one of the businesses. 
She had just walked from their office to the chemist, a 
distance of well over a kilometre (although a couple of 
hundred metres can be saved using the short cut through 
the Trinity Hall Farm Industrial Estate). The direct distance 
from many of the offices to these, the nearest shops, is a 

Greenways are coming

Campaigning
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mere 400 metres. Such a route has been included in the 
Cambridge Local Plan since 2005.

This route crosses the disused railway line which is the 
proposed route of the Busway and therefore would need a 
crossing facility for cyclists crossing the Busway.

At that time the old railway was technically ‘operational’. 
No such obstruction now exists and the precedent of a 
(perhaps) time-limited access to Cowley Road exists.

Such a route would enable many more to avoid the terrible 
Green End Road corner with Milton Road.

These are easy quick wins, but, beyond the scope of 
Greenways, an extension of Cowley Road over the railway 
to connect to Fen Road must be funded by the major 
developments here. Such a link would permit the closure of 
the Fen Road level crossing, and should we add an ‘Eastern 
entrance’ to the station to our wish list?

Yet another bridge, at the other end of Cowley Road, could 
use the last bit of the old Network Rail road to rise up for a 
crossing of Milton Road to the Science Park.

I’ve heard suggestion that all Greenways should be 
designed to standards for equestrians. In some rural areas 
there are many easy options for such upgrades, but on these 
urban fringes it would involve huge extra cost for very few 
extra leisure trips.

Perhaps I should have entitled this article ‘Building new 
bridges’ rather than ‘Greenways’?
Jim Chisholm  Link from Milton to Cowley Rd to connect to Nuffield Rd
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Waterbeach and Horningsea residents’ campaigns

Camcycle is delighted to welcome, 
and support, the campaigning 
of local residents who will be 

affected by the Waterbeach Greenway.

Waterbeach Cycling Campaign
Residents of Waterbeach have established 
the Waterbeach Cycling Campaign to give 
the villagers a voice as their neighbourhood 
is affected by substantial development 
over the next few years. Our Waterbeach 
campaign is developing five Visions for 
cycling and other forms of non-motorised 
transport in and around Waterbeach. We 
want residents to have the option of safe, 
non-motorised travel north, south, east and 
west of the village and in the village itself. 

Many people in Waterbeach already 
cycle, many of them commuters. However, 
we have to put up with some dreadful 
links to Cambridge and other villages. 

Cycling alongside the A10 on a narrow 
and poorly maintained path is a horrible 
experience and especially dangerous in 
the winter. The tow path along the river 
Cam is more pleasant but is less than 
1m wide in places, poorly maintained 
and shared with pedestrians and dogs. 
Going north there is no route other 
than on the A10 itself to the Research 
Park and Chittering, which is part of the 
Waterbeach parish. There’s not even a 
footpath. The village itself is a rat-run 
during term time, providing significant 
hazards to children cycling or walking to 
school.

The nearby development of up 
to 10,000 new homes, plus in-fill 
development within the village itself, 
poses significant challenges with 
regards transport and travel. However, 
this should also create opportunities 
for development of infrastructure for 
sustainable transport such as cycling.

We were very pleased that Waterbeach 
was one of the two villages to be 
selected for first consultations on the 
Greenways. A well-designed Greenway 
from Waterbeach to Cambridge would 
be a huge encouragement to those in the 
village and the new development to cycle 
to Cambridge rather than use the already 
overcrowded trains or crawling along the 
A10 in a car. As the new town develops 

its public facilities and business parks 
will also be used/accessed by Cambridge 
residents.

As a new campaigning organisation 
we’re still finding our feet, but we’re 
looking forward to working with 
Camcycle, councillors, council officers 
and developers as we work towards 
our five Visions. We welcome new 
supporters and volunteers to help with 
our campaigning.  Although cycling is 
our focus we’ll be looking to improve the 
travel options for anyone that wants to 
get about without using a motor vehicle. 
Paul Bearpark
www.waterbeachcc.com
Facebook page waterbeachcc 
Twitter @waterbeachcc

Horningsea Connect
I am part of Horningsea Connect, a 
local campaign group trying to find a 
safe cycling route between Horningsea 
and Waterbeach. The B1047 was a 
quiet country road when I first moved 
to Cambridgeshire and provided me 
with a safe and picturesque route from 
Haddenham, where I lived, to Fulbourn, 
where I worked. However since then it 
has become a different beast entirely, 
with thousands of cars a day using it 
to get from the A10 to the A14 and 
to destinations on the east side of 
Cambridge, in particular, the Marshall 
complex, Fen Ditton, Barnwell, etc..

A number of Horningsea residents cycle 

to Waterbeach for transport, shopping and 
social contact. It also provides a route for 
cyclists travelling through Horningsea on 
their way to and from work on the east 
side of Cambridge.

We started by surveying possible 
routes; we looked at cross-country routes 
east and west of the B1047 and quickly 
discovered that there was no support to 
be had from landowners in developing 
this idea. One was sympathetic but, not 
surprisingly, had no wish to open his land 
up to cyclists, walkers etc.

A survey was carried out (i.e. I cycled 
up and down the B1047 a number of 
times) noting where there seemed to be 
enough verge to create a cycle path. The 
problem is that there is no space along 
the whole length, and to use it as it stands 
would necessitate crossing the B1047 a 
number of times. Later, while out on one 
of our village cycle rides we saw that the 
road between Barrington and Sawston 
(though relatively narrow) managed to 
squeeze a useable cycle path alongside 
it, even allowing a grass border between 
the road and the path. 

We are now researching a proposal 
to re-align parts of the B1047 to take 
advantage of the existing verges and create 
a cycle path in tandem with the road. 

Another possibility would be to 
upgrade Haling Way and provide a 
bridge that would cross the Cam north 
(or near the centre) of Horningsea. This 
has a number of problems apart from the 
existence of the east/west proposal that 
would cross the Cam near Baits Bite Lock. 
As it is, to cycle north from Horningsea 
to Waterbeach means travelling more 
than a mile in the wrong direction (i.e. 
south and west) before even getting to 
Baits Bite Lock (which does not allow 
for child-carrying bikes, trikes or indeed 
anything else!) and finally, Haling Way. 

Failing any of these proposals, we 
would have to look to some pretty severe 
traffic-calming measures along the 
B1047 to make it safer and quieter. The 
traffic restriction at Worts’ Causeway is, 
I think, a possibility in this respect but I 
can’t imagine it being hugely popular in 
the motoring fraternity!
Bert Santilly
Cyclescape 2940

Campaigning
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this past month we learned 
that a plan to renovate the big 
signalised roundabout in front of 

Addenbrooke’s had suddenly awoken 
from its dormant state and is scheduled 
to be built starting in September. The last 
time this design went to consultation 
was two years ago, when it was roundly 
rubbished for its lack of safety or 
provision for people cycling or walking. 
Now we have learned that the proposed 
unsafe design from two years ago is 
on the fast track to begin construction 
within three months, and no further 
consultation is expected. 

The existing roundabout is no joy, with 
at least 16 incidents recorded between 
2005 and 2014, and many people simply 
try to avoid it. But the new design carries 
forward the same flaws. The diagram above 
shows the problems: every time a black 
line and a red line cross, you are seeing 
two legal movements that are permitted 
to occur at the same time but cross paths 
in a way that is difficult to navigate safely 
even for highly skilled riders. 

There are three categories of conflict 
shown in the diagram:

(a) Shallow-angle crossings where a 
person who is following the markings 
for the Advanced Stop Lines and lead-
in lanes will be unwittingly guided into 
the blind spot of heavy vehicles and 
buses, especially when the traffic signal 
is already showing green. 

(b) Dangers on the separate shared-
use path: riders who choose to use the 
outer path are forced into a twisty maze 
of Toucan crossings and narrow spaces 
shared with people walking. But even 
those who have the patience to wait 
are not given any reward: the southern 
section of the path is cut up by three 
separate bus driveways, and the Fendon 
Road crossing is both unsignalised and 
too close to the circulatory carriageway. 
Crossing these will be a challenge during 
busy times, especially for people with 
disabilities or those who have difficulty 
judging speeds and distances. 

(c) Typical dangers of a multi-lane 
roundabout: riders who attempt to stay 

on the circulatory carriageway past the 
Fendon Road arm will be faced with 
the usual risk of a driver failing to give 
way when entering the roundabout or 
changing lanes, compounded in large 
part by the complication of having 
multiple lanes on the roundabout. 

The proposed changes would add 
some formal crossings and presumably 
turn the signals on full-time. This is 
probably a very slight improvement over 
the existing conditions, but it does not fix 
any of the primary safety problems. It’s a 
badly missed opportunity, and we hope 
that it does not preclude a better design 
being built in the near future. There are 
major works planned for Addenbrooke’s, 
including the potential of a relocated 
bus station as well as a new railway 
station. With that kind of flexibility, there 
would be space for a properly designed 
junction, fixing the existing safety 
problems for people walking and cycling, 
while providing necessary priority to 
ambulances and buses.
Matthew Danish

Going round in circles at Addenbrooke’s

Campaigning
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Cycle City Active City 
conference
11-12 May 2017  

Cycle planning professionals, cycle 
campaigners, and companies selling 
all things cycle infrastructure headed 
to Bradford for the large Cycle City 
conference. Cycle City is now in its 
fifth year and has firmly established 
itself as the main annual cycle planning 
conference. Again the conference 
organisers (Landor) did not disappoint 
with an excellent range of workshops 
and speakers.

Leeds-Bradford Cycle Superhighway
The conference started with a ride from 
Leeds to Bradford, to try out the new 
Cycle Superhighway. About 12 miles in 
length, this connects the two cities and is 
segregated from traffic and pedestrians 
almost all the way. I was fairly impressed 
with what had been achieved.

Although there are sections where 
compromises have been made, and 
others where cheaper construction 
methods have been used to get it 
within budget, there were many parts 
which were genuinely Dutch standard. 
Segregation, priority over sideroads, 
and bus stop bypasses were all standard 
features.

You can see a full gallery of the 
route at: https://www.cyclestreets.net/
galleries/275/

Opening session
The opening session was a panel-style 
discussion featuring representatives 
from the local area.

The area has been administered 
by a Combined Authority since 2014. 
Cambridge and Peterborough, with its 
new mayor, is another such new local 
government structure. The first speaker 
described how the rise of the city region 
will bring more discretion and freedom 
in transport provision. It remains to be 
seen if the government will properly 
hand down powers and allow local areas 
such as our own to try innovative cycling 
infrastructure (well, innovative for the 
UK – most innovation in the UK is about 
50 years behind the Dutch!). More likely, 
I suspect that strict rules dictating in 
immense detail the permitted signs and 
regulations will persist.

events

Leeds-Bradford Cycle Superhighway
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Speakers from the health sector 
mirrored our own criti cisms about 
Addenbrooke’s – ‘we can never have 
enough parking, yet cycle infrastructure 
is usually appallingly bad around 
hospitals’. One noted that the NHS 
invests in fi xing people up, but nothing at 
all in preventi ng health problems in the 
fi rst place – the result of a silo approach 
to funding.

The next speaker also echoed our own 
criti cisms about the lack of proper design 
guidance, pointi ng out that the Design 
Manual for Roads and Bridges is standard 
around the UK – we design motorways 
to standards – but not cycling. Why 
should it be left  to every local authority 
to reinvent the wheel (while of course 
we should allow some degree of local 
fl exibility to let leading places to go 
further)? Some would call this ‘localism’; I 
would call it lack of politi cal will to regard 
cycling as a real mode of transport.

CWIs and lCWIPs
The (supposedly) big news this year at the 
conference was the launch of the Cycling 

and Walking Infrastructure Strategy, and 
its associated local programme, the Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans 
(LCWIPs, pronounced else-whips).

Speakers from Sustrans, Briti sh 
Cycling, Cycling UK, and Living Streets 
were all pleased by the new CWIS 

strategy. Yet it proposes no money 
(merely a list of potenti al existi ng 
sources from which cycling might, 
if Local Authoriti es so chose (good 
luck!), be funded; it proposes no design 
guidance, which we’ve been pushing 
for what must be at least a decade 
now; and no legal changes. About the 
only thing it off ers is a requirement for 

the Secretary of State for Transport 
to report on progress towards targets 
(unfunded targets, that is) each year. 
Given the very short-term nature of 
every transport minister in recent 
decades, and given the lack of media 
interest in cycling, presumably a quick 
fi ve-minute speech would fulfi ll this 
very meagre requirement.

It was bizarre to see these four 
organisati ons welcoming the strategy, 
rather than criti cising it. Something 
which is supposedly ‘good’ off ers no 
incenti ve for the government to do any 
bett er. A strategy with no funding and 
no signifi cant change basically signals 
something that isn’t a priority.

The DfT gave several workshops to 
introduce att endees to the strategy and 
the LCWIPs. Essenti ally they are asking 
local authoriti es to create these local 
plans, with no guarantee of funding 
for them. In an environment where 
cycling and transport staff  are becoming 
squeezed in local councils, it is hard 
to see what the point of all this is. On 
the other hand, those local authoriti es 

Fix Your Own Bike
Are you keen to fix your own bike 
but short on space or need a few 

specialist tools?

Our fully equipped training workshop is 
now open regularly for you with a 

mechanic on hand for advice. Check our 
website or get in touch for details on 

hours and membership.

01223 789606
team@outspokencycles.co.uk 
www.outspokencycles.co.uk

Outspoken Cycles
The Bike Depot
140 Cowley Road
Cambridge CB4 0DL

Come along with your children and try out a Cargobike, Trike, Tandem or 
Mummy bike in a traffic free yard.

Specialists in child and freight carrying bicycles, Top Quality, Genuine 
made in Holland Dutchbikes.

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm
email: enquiries@dutchbike.co.uk • tel 0777 273 8899

HOPE STREET YARD CB1 3NA

schoolruncentre

dutchbike

living streets said: ‘we need 
a common cause between 
cycling and walking’. That 
is certainly an aim strongly 
shared by Camcycle
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who do create such plans – hopefully 
Cambridgeshire will be one – will find 
themselves in a better position when 
opportunities do arise.

A unified voice
A positive development, though, was to 
see those four organisations all speaking 
with one voice on the question of cycling 
improvements. For instance, they have 
been working together for a Clean Air 
Act. In particular, to have Living Streets 
(formerly the Pedestrians’ Association) 
speaking was very welcome.

The new CEO of Sustrans spoke, 
reminding us that they were now 40 
years old as an organisation. He noted 
that the National Cycle Network is to 
be reviewed. Given the many criticisms 
of it – with some sections merely being 
signs added to unsuitable existing 
paths and roads – this is long overdue. 
He recognised that Sustrans’ aim of 
a network suitable for ‘a sensible 
unaccompanied 12-year-old’ was not 

yet universal around the network. It was 
disappointing also to hear him describe 
Sustrans as trying to take cycling ‘from 
a fringe activity to a fashionable hobby’. 
These criticisms aside, I did get the sense 
that the new CEO is keen to see change. 
It will be interesting to see over the next 
few years where Sustrans goes.

The Chief Executive of Living Streets 
spoke next. He outlined work with 
cycling organisations to put out common 
messages, saying ‘we need a common 
cause between cycling and walking’. 
That is certainly an aim strongly shared 
by Camcycle, often the only body in 
the Cambridge area opposing poor-
quality shared use or legalised pavement 
parking. He noted that a car takes 20 
times the space of someone on a bicycle, 
or 75 times that of a person walking. 

These figures are very relevant to our 
own growing city. Living Streets sees 
public transport as part of the solution 
to free up roadspace for reallocation to 
cycling and walking. Living Streets also 
wants to see routes barrier-free and 
avoiding underpasses etc.

london
Transport for London (TfL) representatives 
gave two presentations, and again 
wiped the floor in terms of what they 
are achieving compared to almost every 
other part of the country. London cycle 
infrastructure has seen a 75% uplift in 
usage in the areas directly concerned, 
plus an increase of 7% of cycling across 
London – showing that the effect of 
high-quality cycle infrastructure spreads.

London is powering ahead in terms of 
quality of cycle infrastructure – and thus 
usage.

Newly-built infrastructure includes:
•  30km of segregated cycle superhighways 

in 2015 and 2016
• 50 bus stop bypasses
•  a lot of innovation for the UK, e.g. 

low-level signals, hold left turn, early 
release, cycle gates, two-stage turns

•  23 new and 37 upgraded pedestrian 
crossings

• over 1,400m² of additional footway.
By Dutch standards, this rate of 

progress is slow, but for the UK it is miles 
ahead. Delegates were however left 
wondering whether the new Mayor will 
keep up progress.

The new route along the Thames at 
Embankment is seeing 12,500 bicycle 

users per day. Compare that to the 3,000 
that pass by the counter beside Parker’s 
Piece in Cambridge.

Interestingly, TfL have learnt to work 
closely with utilities – they have future-
proofed the Cycle Superhighways by 
putting in 2km of utility ducts, in the 
segregation space. This is projected to 
save £1m in future traffic delays.

All this hasn’t happened by accident – 
it has required political will and funding, 
and it has involved their designers 
actually going abroad and learning from 
decades of best practice rather than 
trying to reinvent the wheel. Well done 
TfL.

some diversity please
One area of the conference that 
was very noticeably lacking was the 
appallingly bad gender balance in the 
speaker panels. Several panels were 
all-male, and this is inexcusable while 
there is such inspiring work being done 
by a far broader gender spectrum. 
People like Rachel Aldred from the 
University of Westminster and Isabelle 
Clement from Wheels for Wellbeing 
are really helping move key debates 
forward.

In fact, only the week before, the 
Women in Cycling Conference had been 
held in the same city. Couldn’t some of 
the speakers from that been asked to 
speak at this one, perhaps to relay some 
of what came out of that?
Martin Lucas-Smith
See: www.activebradford.com/women-
and-cycling-conference-2017

the government’s new 
strategy has no funding, 
no design guidance, and 
no significant change. That 
basically signals something 
that isn’t a priority

Car waiting to cross the North-South 
Cycle Superhighway: this works because 
the infrastructure gives a clear message
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Histon and Impington Feast
2 July 2017

Hester Wells and I spent a sunny Sunday afternoon with the 
Camcycle stall at the Histon and Impington Feast.  It was 
a vibrant event with a fun fair, street food stalls and local 
performers to entertain visitors. Many feast-goers stopped by 
to discuss our latest campaigns. 

#AbsoluteBollards was popular; we were told that the villages 
suffer from a few particularly difficult chicanes. Progress on ‘Do 
Optimum’ for Milton Road was also of interest, with the eventual 
outcome of City Deal (now Greater Cambridge Partnership)
work there having a huge impact on any scheme subsequently 
proposed for Histon Road.

We’re looking for volunteers to help with similar events 
throughout the summer and autumn. Please get in touch if you 
can help out. You don’t need to be an expert in cycling issues, just 
positive about cycling and the work that Camcycle does. To keep 
up-to-date with upcoming events please see Cyclescape 253.
Tom McKeown

MPs encouraged to make ‘Turning the 
Corner’ safer
27 June 2017

British Cycling hosted a Parliamentary Reception at the House 
of Commons to brief MPs (including Cambridge’s Daniel 
Zeichner) on the ‘Turning the Corner’ proposal and how they 
can support it. 

Camcycle was invited, along with other cycling industry and 
policy stakeholders, and I found it a great opportunity to hear 
more about the proposal, meet some Olympians and reconvene 
with policy-makers after the elections. 

The Turning the Corner campaign asks for simple 
amendments to the Highway Code and regulations to give 
priority to people walking, cycling or driving straight ahead. In 
other words, always to give way when you are turning. These 
changes could improve safety for people walking and cycling 
while also increasing junction efficiency for motor traffic. The 
UK is currently one of only three countries that do not have a 
priority rule at junctions, and adopting the Turning the Corner 
recommendations would see us brought into line with other 
nations.

British Cycling ambassadors and Olympians Chris Boardman, 
Dame Sarah Storey and Callum Skinner were there to show 
their support for the recommended changes, and Phil Jones 
presented new research from the Lea Bridge Road/Orient Way 
junction in Waltham Forest, Greater London, which showed 
that the changes would also reduce the amount of time all 
road users would spend navigating a typical set of traffic lights, 
by 23% for motor vehicles, 38% for pedestrians and 21% for 
cyclists. Motor traffic queue lengths could be reduced by 43%. 

The Turning the Corner campaign has already seen strong 
support with 27,000 people signing a petition for amendments 
to the Highway Code and 5,500 people writing to their local 
MP in early 2017. 

At the reception, British Cycling’s policy adviser, Chris 

Boardman, said: ‘Simple changes to the Highway Code and 
regulations would not only make junctions safer spaces for all 
road users, it would also make them much more efficient, saving 
lots of time. The time saved at this single junction amounts to 
around six hours every year for regular car commuters – that’s 
a whole season of Line of Duty – and would reduce exhaust 
emissions by 17%.

Beginning the process of changing these rules to bring us 
in the line with the rest of the world would not be an onerous 
task – it is simply a case of updating the Highway Code and is 
something that the Transport Secretary could action tomorrow.’

Policy advocate Dame Sarah Storey added: ‘If you are new 
to driving or cycling in the UK, our junctions can be really 
confusing and dangerous spaces to navigate.

We’re about 50 years behind most other countries in the 
world in solving this and it staggers me that our government is 
still dragging its feet. Bringing in this rule change is a no-brainer 
and I hope this research goes some way to educating decision-
makers on the way forward.’
Roxanne De Beaux

Cambridge MP Daniel Zeichner (left) with Chris Boardman

Events
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‘Your Park Day’ at the 
science Park
27 July 2017

We know that many of our members 
are employees of companies on the 
Science Park (including a number of 
Camcycle trustees) and find the 1970s 
infrastructure with poor cycling provision 
a daily frustration. Good news, however, 
is that improvements are on the horizon. 

‘Your Park Day’ asked Science Park 
users and employees to comment on 
plans being considered for the Park, 
including, among many ideas, plans for 
transport infrastructure. 

Recruitment officer Tom McKeown 
attended the event and reported: ‘There 
were hundreds of posters with various 
ideas for the Park printed on them. With 
red and green stickers to show support, 
and post-it notes to add comments. 

In the transport area it was encouraging 
to see most of the comments I would 
add already on the walking and cycling 
posters, though there was also a similar 
number of depressing comments on 
the driving and parking posters – more 
car parking and faster car flow at the 
junctions – I quickly countered that.

As for concrete examples for 
change, one map showed proposed 
improvements. It had the main carriage-
way left untouched with a new footpath 
added on the inside of the loop and 
the footpath on the outside of the loop 
widened for cycle and foot use. This was 
disappointing as there is space available 
for a better scheme. However, the plan 
was for the entire site and it was not fully 
clear to me how their example cross-

sections related. Hopefully the detailed 
plans will be refined following Camcycle 
discussions.’

Later in the day Vice Chair Hester 
Wells and I met with the consultants 
for the Science Park, Odyssey (www.
odysseyconsult.co.uk). We were pleased 
to find that the consultants had already 
found Making Space For Cycling and 
expressed their desire to use it to guide 
their designs. They also expressed an 
understanding that motor traffic at 
the Park is at saturation already. They 
were very receptive of the concept of 
separation of cycle and pedestrian traffic. 

Other good news from the meeting 
was that at the east end of the Park, the 
current narrow passage with lots of ‘No 
Cycling’ signs is soon going to be turned 
into a proper entrance wide enough for 
cycle traffic, and the gate on Milton Road 

will go as part of the redevelopment. 
Interestingly, the main loop road 

around the Science Park is actually an 
Adopted Highway, which will affect what 
can and can’t be done. It does, however, 
mean that legal TROs could be enacted 
and enforced.

The consultants are certainly keen 
to revise their plans and work with 
Camcycle for better facilities, which is a 
huge positive and proves that our work 
over the years and our publications such 
as Making Space for Cycling have had 
great effect. 

To aid with our Science Park work we 
are asking members to help by taking 
photos and documenting the issues they 
notice. You can find out more about 
this as well as keeping up to date with 
relevant news at www.camcycle.org.uk/
sciencepark, you can also participate in 
our discussion on Cyclescape 2942.

Issues identified so far include: 
•  lack of pavements, for example on the 

main access to the Trinity Centre
•  lack of dropped and flush kerbs for 

people using wheelchairs, prams, 
cycles or wheeled luggage 

•  large flared junctions which encourage 
vehicle speed and increase crossing 
distance

• no dedicated cycle infrastructure
• narrow and winding paths
•  gravel surface on off-road routes, 

increasing the risk of skidding and falls
•  walking and cycling journeys regularly 

interrupted for access to car parks.
Al Storer

Cyclestreets map of infrastructure concerns on the Science Park
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Inspirational Cambridge women honoured

Over the month of July, Cycling UK celebrated their 
first ‘Festival of Cycling’. As part of the run-up to the 
festival nominations were called for to create a list of 

‘100 Women in Cycling’. The final list celebrates women who 
empower, enable and inspire other women to cycle. These 
inspirational women come from all walks of life, ranging from 
long-term campaigners to sporting role models to those who’ve 
only recently developed a passion for cycling.

Found in such inspiring company are two women from 
Cambridge, Outspoken’s head bike mechanic Catherine 
Thompson (see Newsletter 131) and me!

Catherine’s nomination reads: ‘If cycling, like most sports, 
is still male-dominated, then workshops and bike mechanics 
must be even more so. Catherine stands out as an exceptional 
talent and an inspiration.’

As a 40-something female, I was (pleasantly) surprised to 
find a woman leading the Velotech Gold mechanic course when 
I arrived at Outspoken. Catherine is obviously a highly skilled 
mechanic, but more than that, she is an exceptional teacher. I 
have never been mechanically-minded or able, but thanks to 
her patience, her clear explanations and general brilliance, I am 
now able to maintain a fleet of mountain bikes – she even gave 
me the confidence to fix my broken washing machine myself, 
something I would never have even attempted without her. 
Cat, you’re a star.

Rob King, managing director of Outspoken, expressed his 
pride in Catherine: ‘We’re all immensely proud of Catherine’s 
nomination (as one of the top 100 women in cycling) which is 
of course no surprise given our inbox is always full of positive 
comments from her happy customers. She’s been a massive 
inspiration to so many over the years and this award confirms 
what a great asset she is to our organisation as well as the 
Cambridge community. We’re honoured to have her as our 
head mechanic.’

I was nominated by Cycling UK’s Cycling Campaigns Officer, 
Tom Guha, with whom I regularly work with for local and 
national campaigns. Tom proposed me saying:

‘Roxanne has been an absolute fireball of energy in her role 
at Camcycle, ensuring that Cambridge continues to live up 
to its reputation as the UK’s number one “cycle city”. Under 

Roxanne’s time as Campaign Officer, Cambridge has continued 
to become more and more accessible to pedal power. With the 
election of a new Cambridgeshire and Peterborough metro 
mayor, we look forward to working with Roxanne to spread the 
success of Cambridge City across the whole region.’

To be selected as one of 100 incredible women is a real 
honour and to be given the opportunity to be recognised 
also shows the influence and importance that Cambridge and 
Camcycle has for cycling in the UK.

While two women from Cambridge have been selected 
for this particular list, we know there are many, many more 
local women to celebrate including our committed members, 
volunteers, trustees and council cycling officers as well as many 
other women who work in the cycling and related industries.

What we can learn from Cambridge and other cities with high 
rates of women cycling is that with high rates of cycling come 
equal rates of cycling. Essentially, good cycling infrastructure 
is required for all genders to take up cycling en masse. It’s 
important to celebrate women in cycling to ensure that our 
voices are among the many voices that should be heard when 
it comes to asking for the cycling infrastructure we need for 
normal, everyday cycling.

Visit www.cyclinguk.org to learn more about the Women’s 
Festival of Cycling and the other 98 women in cycling.
Roxanne De Beaux

Catherine Thompson

Roxanne De Beaux
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the benefits of cycling will hopefully 
be familiar to Camcycle readers 
- quick and easy zero-emission 

transport, physical and mental health 
benefits and a planet-friendly way to 
commute and see the world.

I’d like to promote similar benefits 
from the dark and oily side of cycling 
– that there’s great pleasure (and 
yes a few frustrations) from learning 
how to maintain and repair your bike. 
Learning how these lovely machines 
work and being able to maintain them 
complements the pleasure of actually 
riding. 

Modern cars are actively hostile to DIY 
maintenance and repair – without off-
street parking, a laptop and an extensive 
toolbox you’ll get nowhere. Bikes, 
however, are still simple enough that a 
few cheap tools will let you maintain your 
bike for comfort and safety and give you 
the pleasure of knowing how something 
works. A kitchen table, back yard or strip 
of pavement are all you need.

The author of Zen and the Art of 
Motorcycle Maintenance, the late, great 
Robert M. Pirsig, wrote: ‘The Buddha, the 
Godhead, resides quite as comfortably 
in the circuits of a digital computer or 
the gears of a cycle transmission as he 
does at the top of the mountain, or in 
the petals of a flower. To think otherwise 
is to demean the Buddha – which is to 
demean oneself.’

Pirsig was writing about motorbikes 
– but the message is the same – the 

precision and elegance of a bicycle’s 
mechanisms are quite beautiful in their 
own way, and worthy of your attention. 
My professional life is ‘brain work’ and my 
inexpert fumbling with bits of rusty bikes 
provide a great antidote to the stresses 
of the office – it’s easy to find the fabled 
‘flow’ in which time stops and you are 
mindfully engaged in the moment.

As with most adventures in life there 
are frustrations on the way. You will strip 
the thread of a rusty bolt, graze your 
knuckles on a slipped spanner and swear 
profusely at a seized joint. But at a gentle 

pace you can gain confidence in the tasks 
you are comfortable to do.

As a methodology (sounds fancy) 
I recommend just learning how to 
disassemble and reassemble a ‘thing’ in 
the first instance. If you can successfully 

remove and replace a wheel (or 
whatever) you are well on the way 
to being able to fix it.

In practical terms, you can start 
with the simplest of tasks – oiling a 

chain, replacing worn brake-blocks or 
a bald tyre. YouTube has a wealth of ‘how to’ 
videos on every aspect of bike maintenance. 

You can start with the basic ‘spanners 
and oil’ and add more specialised tools 
only as and when you need them. DIY 
and hardware stores can furnish you with 
basic tools for less than £20. My two top 
tips are ball-ended allen keys (4, 5 and 
6mm will fit most things on a modern 
bike). And when you remove rusty nuts 
and bolts then excellent stores such as 
Mackays of East Road will, for pennies, 
sell you stainless-steel replacements that 
will last for years (other hardware stores 
are available).

Pirsig again: ‘The test of the machine 
is the satisfaction it gives you. There isn’t 
any other test. If the machine produces 
tranquillity it’s right. If it disturbs you it’s 
wrong until either the machine or your 
mind is changed.’

So this summer, take a good cup of 
coffee of a morning (or a cold beer of an 
evening), flip that trusty bike over and 
have a look and a listen for what it needs 
to safely and enjoyably transport you for 
the rest of the year.

I’m not a Buddhist or religious in 
any way, but I contend that learning to 
look after your two-wheeled friend can 
be a pleasurable and even meditative 
experience - my final quote from Pirsig 
– ‘The real cycle you’re working on is a 
cycle called yourself.’
Ed Wood
Ed is a commuting cyclist and very 
amateur bike technician. He was 
delighted recently to rebuild a complete 
bike and find that nothing fell off or 
jammed after a short ride. There were 
several important-looking bits left over 
though. Feedback welcome via Twitter  
@edwooduk

Zen and the art of bicycle maintenance



17  August–September 2017  CAMCYCLE

Features

Oda a la bicicleta
Englishing the piece. Skeletons for 
winged insects don’t seem or sound 
quite right. There were young people 
going to work at midday. And eventually 
the spirit of my pluralised bicycles 
wanted to be the spirit of all inanimate 

things. But I quite like the rhythm of 
the English version – I say that with 
a thousand rhythmical failures in the 
waste paper basket – though it is not 
the poem I would have writt en and it is 
no longer Neruda’s either.’

Longti me Cambridge Cycling Campaign 
member John Drew has sent in a loose 
translati on he made with the help of his 
daughter, Sandhya, of Chilean poet Pablo 
Neruda’s ‘Oda a la bicicleta’.

‘There were certain problems in 

Bicycles
I was walking along
the white hot road,
the sun shucking heat
like popped corn
and the baked earth
stretching away
in an infi nite curve
as if it were space
in the blue above.

Bicycles
suddenly passed me by
like winged creatures
in high summer,
stealthy, swift ,
leaving no trace
but currents of air.

Young men and girls
in overalls
on their way to work
with only eyes
for the summer,
heads held high,
upright astride
their steeds of iron,

wheels whistling in tune
as they shot past

bridges, brambles and roses
into the sunlight.

I imagined the evening:
the men and the girls
washed and changed

raising a glass over food
in a toast to love and life

while left  aside outside
the bicycles
stood inert.

And it struck me then
the spirit of things

is alive
only in movement,

things in themselves
not winged creatures

travelling through summer,
just cold skeletons

needing the fl esh and blood
of vibrant human bodies

to set them in moti on afresh
morning aft er morning.

Adapted from Pablo Neruda’s ‘Oda a la bicicleta’ by Sandhya and John Drew
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NCN Route 1 from King’s Lynn to Snettisham Beach

the Walks is a lovely historic 18th-century park in King’s 
Lynn next to the railway station. If you set off from there, 
and manage to find a safe way over the level crossing, 

you will be able to easily access a popular rail trail in excellent 
condition. It even has priority crossings of side roads.

After the nicely segregated path alongside the A1078 you gain
access to the cycling ‘spine’ route of North Wootton, a 
combination of off-street paths and quiet back roads. Although 
mostly usable, some of this is a bit old-fashioned, threaded 
between featureless walls, cut up by some bizarre junction 
design, and marred by some truly terrible exclusionary barriers. 
And, sadly, this route may not be passable for people using 
tricycles or with children in a bakfiets, and only because of 
these cruel and unnecessary ‘A-frame’ barriers.

But then it turns back into a lovely path through parks and 
farmland, including a long ‘wildflower patch’ where we couldn’t 
help but stop to take a closer look.

The route passes right by Castle Rising, a 12th-century 
fortification that has been well restored and is open to visitors 
on most days. Right outside the village, the road has been very 
cleverly filtered so that the only traffic is people walking and 
cycling down a tree-lined road overlooking some spectacular 
countryside and farmland.

With public footpaths leading into the fields, and what appears 
to be the ruins of a church in the distance, we could have spent 
much longer exploring.

Features
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But we pressed onwards because the next section enters 
the Dersingham Bog National Nature Reserve. This involves 
following the A149 for about a mile, which sounds scary, until 
you arrive there and find a beautifully segregated pathway 
behind some massive trees. However, the eventual crossing of 
the A149, while far from the worst out there, was a bit too 
narrow and would probably be very difficult for cycles with 
trailers to navigate safely. The speeds are very high and we sat 
in there for a while waiting for a gap.

From this point NCN 1 sticks to (mostly) quiet back roads, 
through the remainder of the nature reserve and past the 
Sandringham Estate, including the impressive Norwich Gates. 
It then follows the hilly sections through old farming villages, 
providing some great views.

The only public route to the beach is via Beach Road in 
Snettisham, and you’ll need to leave NCN 1 either at the village 
of Ingoldisthorpe or after passing Snettisham and backtracking 
slightly. The beach itself is relatively undeveloped, and if 
you’ve got a heavy-duty off-road bicycle there seems to be a 

rather sandy and rocky bridleway that would connect you to 
Hunstanton beach just about four miles up the shore. We were 
riding regular bicycles, however, so we opted to walk around 
a bit. On one side is the ocean, and on the other is a stunning 
vista over fields of windswept grassland. And we weren’t the 
only couple there enjoying the waves.

The tidal range is fairly large at this beach. We left Cambridge 
on the 13.30 train and arrived at the beach around 17.00, 
which just happened to correspond with high tide that day. I 
recommend checking the tide tables before you go, or else you 
may not find much ocean.
On our way back we rode the B1440 as far as Dersingham to 
avoid some of the hills and arrived at King’s Lynn in less than 
90 minutes. It was a very easy day-trip, and had we left earlier 
we could have made it to Hunstanton or beyond.
Matthew Danish
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One of my favourite things about 
bank holiday weekends is that 
they enable me to venture further 

afield and test out new cycling routes. My 
friend Thomas and I recently decided to 
make the most of the extra day and link 
the two university cities of Oxford and 
Cambridge on Bromptons. We decided 
to travel by bus to Oxford and then pedal 
back in a leisurely manner. The weekend 
whizzed by, with a tail wind all along; 
had we opted for the other direction, we 
might not have started at all, warned our 
Route 51 guidebook (www.cycle.travel/
route/oxford_cambridge/guide). 

saturday
We hopped on the X5 bus at Parker’s Piece, 
our foldable bikes simply carry-on luggage. 
Oxford is very bike-friendly and it was easy 
to blend in, although the cobbled streets 
certainly kept us alert. After an afternoon 
spent exploring some more touristy spots, 
we cycled on the enjoyable and very well 
sign-posted countryside paths of NCN 
Route 51 to Bicester.

Finding accommodation en route in 
the UK is normally achievable, whether 
opting for a hostel, B&B, camping, or 
couchsurfing, but we were really excited 
to try out Warm Showers, a community 

designed specifically for touring cyclists. 
The website, www.warmshowers.org 
works like a social network platform for 
keen cyclists from all around the world. 
You look up a location, see who’s signed 
up and available, and can easily message 
potential hosts. Every member has a 
profile so that you can read more about 
them, and reviews left by other users, 

too. The scheme has lone cyclists, or 
couples or very small groups, in mind, and 
only those touring on bicycle. Hosts are 
not allowed to require any payment for 
the hospitality that they offer; however, 
I’d imagine that most visitors contribute 
in some way, help with the meal, bring 
some beer etc.

I often feel as if I could trust any cyclist, 
and that our community is mostly made of 
like-minded and friendly people, and Shayl, 
our host for the evening, certainly proved 
me right. He had just returned from a 
17-month cycling trip around the world (his 
beautiful blog is here: www.offonmybike.
com) and happily offered tales of cycling 
adventures – his story is an inspiration that 
will stay with me for a long time.

sunday
Our fantastic first experience of Warm 
Showers set us up for a great morning 
start the next day, continuing along NCN 
51 to Bedford. After wooded lanes, it was 
yellow rapeseed fields as far as our eyes 
could see, on a dirt path fully suitable 
for our Bromptons. Arriving in Milton 
Keynes was something of a shock, but 
it gave us the opportunity to take the 
foldies to a well-known Swedish flat-
pack superstore, to power up on their 

Oxford to Cambridge on Route 51
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Monday

Just one more day and we’d be back 
in Cambridge. The route follows the 
old Oxford-Cambridge railway, and 
is beautifully hidden in undergrowth. 
We met a few runners, but otherwise 
had the whole route for ourselves, 
particularly lovely with the cool shade 
of trees. We opted for a route through 
the villages of South Cambridgeshire, 
which meant leaving NCN 51, and 
followed the National Byway from 
then on. National Byways (www.
thenationalbyway.org) aren’t separated 
from car traffic, but we found the roads  
quiet  and felt very safe overall. Another 
option is to head north via St Neots and 
Huntingdon and then on the Busway. 
However, South Cambridgeshire’s 
villages are simply charming and we 
didn’t want to miss out. The route took 
us through Gamlingay and Arrington: 
we were taken by surprise by the 
magnificent Wimpole Hall as we passed 
its iron gates, and were tempted in for 
a tea stop at their Old Rectory cafe. 
Next up were equally pretty Barrington, 
Haslingfield, Barton, Newnham, and 
finally Cambridge.

We’re rookies in the world of long-
distance cycling, but this sort of short 
dabble could easily get you hooked. All 
along we were impressed by the quality 
of the paths and roads, the tranquility 
and immersion in nature they offered, 
and the near-perfect signposting 
throughout.  On a mostly flat road and 
with a fair wind, the occasional uphills 
were a fun challenge. Three days allowed 
for a leisurely ride of the circa 100 miles, 

and being able to cycle or use public 
transport if needed made it especially 
straightforward. 

We have since ventured out on a day 
trip to Bury St Edmunds (NCN Route 51) 
and the medieval village of Lavenham 
(NCN Route 13) and plan to explore 
further east some day soon. I am very 
much looking forward to hosting a Warm 
Showers guest soon – and hope to 
provide as warm a welcome as the one 
we received.

With special thanks to Oscar Gillespie 
for lending his Brompton, the beautiful 
Hecate, to our wonderful hosts, and to 
all those involved in developing such 
wonderful cycling facilities!
Marie Côte

vegan meatballs – highly recommended 
to fellow cyclists on a plant-based diet.  

I must admit that we did get some 
help from the railway at this point. The 
Milton Keynes to Bedford portion of the 
route was described in our guide book as 
‘far from the highlight of the trip’, so we 
decided to hop on the train and rejoin 
the lovely riverside cycle path along the 
river Great Ouse in Bedford. 

This is where having a few overnight 
options comes in handy, as all Warm 
Showers hosts were out of town for the 
bank holiday – hopefully on their bikes 
somewhere. Our Airbnb host family was 
a delight of fun and warmth. The kids 
were amused at our bikes which were 
just like their Transformers toys.



22 CAMCYCLE  August–September 2017

Every member of Camcycle helps

Reach Ride receives funding for another year

It’s a common misconception that to be 
a member of Camcycle you also need 
to be active in our campaigning work. 

While we appreciate every bit of help we 
can get, the simple act of membership is 
in itself of vital significance. 

At least 50% of people in Cambridge 
cycle at least once a month and 31% 
cycle at least five times a week. However, 
our membership stands at around 1% of 
the Cambridge population. While that is 
actually very high and comparable to or 
greater than our local political parties, 
we think it should be higher. 

The more members we have the 
stronger our voice when we campaign 
for more, better and safer cycling. 
Membership fees also help cover 
our campaigning and running costs. 
As development ramps up around 
Cambridge a strong and loud cycling 
campaign is more important than ever. 

So if you know someone who 
supports cycling in Cambridge, 
please ask them to support us. We’ve 
included membership leaflets in this 
edition of the Newsletter for you to 
share. You can also help by distributing 
our membership leaflets around 
Cambridge. Does your local bike shop, 
cafe or community centre have space 
for leaflets? If you would like more 
leaflets, please get in touch. 

We are also working on improving 
our group or ‘corporate’ membership 
packages. If your organisation or 
employer would like to be involved in 
developing this programme then we 
would love to hear from you. 

After a successful 2017 Reach Ride 
we wasted no time in starting 
plans for 2018. 

After a review session of what went 
well and what needed to be improved, 
it was determined that some extra 
mechanical help on the day would make 
a big difference. With the increasing 
number of participants has come 
an increasing number of interesting 
bike fails (six punctures in one tyre, 

You might like to consider upgrading 
to a donor member or making an 
additional contribution on a monthly or 
annual basis. 

We also welcome your suggestions on 
how we can make membership more ap-
pealing. 

A quick reminder of membership benefits:
•  six newsletters posted to you (or read 

online)
•  discounts at a large number of local 

bike shops and other organisations.
• voting rights at meetings
•  opportunities to get involved and 

shape our campaigning activities
• if you wish, participation in our 
discussion forum on Cyclescape
•  most importantly, improvements to 

snapped chains and broken pedals were 
standouts this year). We managed to 
overcome them all, but we thought it 
was time to ease the pressure on our 
volunteers and get some professional 
help. 

This extra help comes at a cost, so 
with a new budget in hand we decided 
to seek grant funding early to ensure 
we would have everything we needed in 
time. In June we were successful in our 

cycling in and around Cambridge by 
supporting our work.

Membership rates:
• Individual: £17.50
• Household: £22.50
• Donor: £100
• Budget: £3.50
• Group/corporate membership*: £100 

 (*Rates and package will be upgraded 
soon)
Find more about Camcycle membership 

at www.camcycle.org.uk/membership and 
please email contact@camcycle.org.uk for 
more leaflets, suggestions or any other 
membership issues. 
Roxanne De Beaux

application to the City Council Cycling 
and Walking Promotion fund for £1,500 
for the Reach Ride. 

The extra funds and the extra time to 
plan the Reach Ride will help us to make 
the ride even better in 2018. Thank you 
to the City Council Members Cycling and 
Walking Steering Group for their ongoing 
encouragement of cycling through the 
Reach Ride. 
Willa McDonald

Features
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Campaign Diary

Camcycle monthly meetings

The Campaign’s monthly general meeting is held in the Friends’ 
Meeting House, Jesus Lane, on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Business starts at 8pm, with tea and coffee from 7.30pm. The 
agenda includes opportunities to discuss current issues and 
planning matters. Camcycle may take photographs and videos 
at these meetings. These may be used in our publications, 
advertisements, media releases, website and social media 
platforms to promote our events and the work that we do. The 
video footage may be live-streamed on Facebook. All welcome.

1 August Cyclist and writer Andrew P. Sykes talking about his 
book: Spain to Norway on a Bike Called Reggie.  

5 September Workshop tbc.

Camcycle summer social 

Saturday 12 August 2017 from 2pm onwards at the Haymakers, 
54 High Street, Cambridge CB4 1NG. 

Join us for fun cycling company and be tempted by the pub’s 
fantastic all-day pizza.

Can we photograph your bike? Lucy Price, a professional 
photographer, will be at the Social and is hoping to take photos 
of a variety of Camcycle hero bikes. For those who donate a 
bike to be shot, or come and help us photograph, Lucy has 
offered to do a 5min headshot session for use anywhere you 
wish, professionally, online on blogs etc.

Camcycle newsletter dates

Newsletter team meeting: 9 August at 5.45pm in Grads Café 
on the 3rd floor of the University Centre, Mill Lane. All are 
welcome to attend this meeting where we discuss the most 
recent issue and plan the next one. Cyclescape 979.

Copy deadline: 27 August 2017. Members’ help with the 
newsletter, including writing articles, taking photos, providing 
reviews and laying out content, is always very welcome. 

Newsletter distribution: week of 26 September. Camcycle 
members organise the newsletter distribution, putting into 
envelopes and then getting them delivered. More volunteers 
would be a great help. Please contact Lisa Woodburn (via 
contact@camcycle.org.uk).

Cambridge cycle rides 

CtC Cambridge holds up to six rides a week in the countryside 
around Cambridge. These range from short, leisurely-paced rides 
which last 2-3 hours on a Saturday morning, medium-length rides 
on a Sunday afternoon, to long rides on a Thursday or Sunday that 
last all day. All welcome. www.ctc-cambridge.org.uk

#CamRideHome starts at 6pm on the last Friday of the month 
from outside The Mill pub on Mill Lane, Cambridge. No-one takes 
responsibility for organising it so it just depends on who turns up. 
Usually a few do and they enjoy a one-hour leisurely tour of the 
city finishing up at a pub. Follow the hashtag and enjoy.

City and county council committees

Campaign members may be interested in attending Planning 
Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often include 
cycling and walking issues, Development Control Forum and 
Joint Development Control Committee meetings, which 
determine the Planning Applications relating to the major 
housing development proposals for the Cambridge sub-region. 
The Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee meetings 
often cover walking/cycling/transport issues.

Agendas are usually online about a week in advance www.
cambridge.gov.uk/democracy/. Please check the website 
in case meetings have been cancelled, or times or venues 
changed.

Development Control Forum: 9 August and 6 September, both 
at 10am in Committee Room 1 & 2 – The Guildhall, Market 
Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee: 12 September 
at 4.30pm in Committee Room 1 & 2 – The Guildhall, Market 
Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

East Area Committee: 12 October at 7pm in Cherry Trees Day 
Centre, St Matthew’s St, Cambridge CB1 2LT.

Greater Cambridge City Deal (Greater Cambridge Partnership) 
Executive Board: 20 September at 4pm in The Council 
Chamber, South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne CB23 6EA.

Greater Cambridge City Deal (Greater Cambridge Partnership) 
Joint Assembly: 13 September at 2pm in The Council Chamber, 
The Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Joint Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes: 
16 August and 13 September at 10.30am in Committee Room 
1 & 2 - The Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Members Cycling and Pedestrian steering Group: no meetings 
scheduled.

North Area Committee: 14 September 6.30pm venue tbc.

Planning Committee: 2 August and 30 August at 10am in 
Committee Room 1 & 2 - The Guildhall, Market Square, 
Cambridge CB2 3QJ..

South Area Committee: 2 October at 7pm at St John the 
Evangelist Church, Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 8RN.

West Central Area Committee: 28 September at 7pm at Wesley 
Methodist Church, Christ’s Pieces, Cambridge CB1 1LG.

Please Note

Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to decline 
to promote events or activities where helmets or high-
visibility clothing are required or implied.
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