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Chair’s comment

Greenways plan for everyone

It is the end of the year, and what an 
exciting year it has been: we have a 
new brand, a new home, and with your 
help some new cycle infrastructure.

As it is the time for goodwill and 
buying people gifts, why not do the 
best thing possible and persuade 
them to join the Campaign? The 
more people we have behind us, the 
stronger our call for the best possible 
infrastructure will be. But if everybody 
you know is already a member, why 
not buy them some lovely gift cards 
with pictures of cycles on?

December also means that we have 
our Annual General Meeting. This 
year, we are honoured to have Brian 
Deegan speaking. He has been at the 
forefront of the cycling superhighway 
revolution in London, and will give 
us some insights into how London is 
progressing.

This is the season to be with friends 
and family. So why not join us at our 
festive social event on 19 December at 
6.30pm at Thirsty, 46 Chesterton Road? 

Of course, campaigning is our bread 
and butter, and we’ve been working 
hard on making Milton Road and Histon 
Road as great as possible, and have 
recently heard that a full ‘Dutch-style’ 
roundabout has been approved at the 
Queen Edith’s Way junction on the outer 
ring road. This is huge, and hopefully the 
first of many in the city and beyond.

Season’s greetings, and let’s look 
forward to an even better new year, 
with more, better and safer cycling for 
everybody.
Robin Heydon

The recently published Greenways 
plan looks absolutely excellent. In 
some ways I have to wonder why 

it has taken so long to get this out there, 
and frankly why they didn’t start years 
ago. However, we are where we are, 
so let’s look at the plans in some more 
detail.

They have twelve different routes 
that go in all directions. The notable 
exception is the route to Bar Hill and 
beyond, but that should be provided by 
the A14 traffic expansion programme, so 
that appears to be under control.

To me, what we need is a network. 
With a car, you can pretty much 
assume that you can go everywhere 
you want. The road network connects 
everything to everything else, and 
therefore the utility of the vehicle 
is enhanced accordingly. It should 
be possible to say the same about 
cycles. You should be able to cycle 
everywhere. And in the old days, 
when cars where just toys for the rich, 
this was perhaps true. However, once 
cars became the desire of everybody 
whether they could afford it or not, 
cars dominated the roads, pushing 
everybody else off them.

We need a cycle network. A network 
of cycle routes that connects everything 
to everything else. So that the kids can 
cycle to school even if that school is two 
or three villages away. So that you can 
visit a friend some distance away and go 
and grab a coffee and some cake together 
in a nearby village. That is freedom. That 

is a way to allow the rural economy to 
thrive.

The Greenways plan is therefore a 
good stepping stone, but I think it should 
be more ambitious. There is one diagram 
in the report that hints that the radial 
routes could link up with each other. This 
would create circular routes, or routes 
where you could cycle out on one radial 
and cycle back along another. It would 
provide choices, options, the ability to 
see different bits of the area that you 
have never explored before.

There is also hint about creating the 
equivalent of the ‘green point’ system 
from the Netherlands. This would be 
excellent. It enables… no, that’s not 
strong enough… it encourages you to 
explore a little more than you would 
otherwise do. But we need a network to 
make that happen.

The Greenways provide the backbone 
to such a system, but really we need to 
think of the bigger network in the long 
term. I accept that it will not all be built 
next year – although the money for 
a single busway would be more than 
enough to do the whole region – I think 
we need a longer-term plan to make it 
happen.

Perhaps the next report should be 
entitled: ‘Greenways for a thriving rural 
economy and tourists, and leisure, and 
active travel.’ Although I do admit that 
does sound a little too, err…, weird. Ok, 
let’s just call the next report ‘Greenways 
for everyone’.
Robin Heydon
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Campaigning

Queen Edith’s Way
Camcycle supported a Dutch-style 
roundabout on Queen Edith’s Way, 
which was subsequently unanimously 
agreed on. This represents a step-
change in the standard of cycling 
infrastructure in Cambridge and the 
UK. We rejected the design for the 
proposed cycleway as it involved too 
little segregation and are pleased that 
the design is to be taken back for 
further work, hopefully re-engaging 
with members of the public.
Cyclescape 1361

Phase 2 of the Huntingdon Road scheme
We urged that the proposed cycle 
lane in the door-zone of parked cars 
be rejected and the protected cycle 
lanes brought back into consideration. 
We are very disappointed that instead 
the scheme was approved, particularly 
when other schemes approved at 
the very same meeting are removing 

such lanes owing to the danger they 
present.
 Cyclescape808

A10 Harston
Camcycle supported this cycle route 
which was subsequently approved – 
another positive link for the A10 cycling 
route.
Cyclescape 2633

Trumpington Road
We recognised that this scheme 

represents a significant improvement to 
the current cycling conditions; however, 
we had concerns that the junction with 
Brooklands Avenue, the most difficult 
part of this route, is not being tackled. 
Keeping the car parking means that 
there isn’t enough room for a properly 
separated cycle track. We will continue 
to exert pressure for improvements to 
this junction.
Cyclescape 1067

Mitcham’s Corner Devel opment Framework 
supplementary Planning Document 
Camcycle supported the removal of the 
gyratory system; however, it strongly 
objected to the introduction of a double 
roundabout: a design similar to the 
double roundabout at Lensfield Road 
and Trumpington Road which is currently 
the most dangerous junction in the city 
for cyclists. We also objected to the 
proposed shared space because of the 
high level of through traffic.

Tackling Cambridge Congestion 
Camcycle responded to this package of 
proposed measures as the increasing 
problem of congestion directly affects 
people who cycle. It increases both real 

and perceived danger when riding amongst 
traffic, causes delays due to longer traffic-
light cycles and adds to air pollution and 
noise. We responded in detail to the 
On-street Parking Control, Workplace 
Parking Levy and Peak-time Congestion 
Control Points proposals and supported 
the proposed use of trial options before 
proceeding to major infrastructure projects.
Cyclescape 2586

Milton Road local liaison Forum 
Camcycle continues to attend and 
significantly contribute to these meetings. 

Matthew Danish has developed a new 
approach to Milton Road including a bi-
directional cycle lane on the north for access 
to school and a uni-directional cycleway 
on the south with trees to separate the 
carriageway from the cycleway. Re-design 
of junctions is key and we have proposals 
for the Elizabeth Way roundabout, the 
Union Lane-Arbury Road crossing and the 
junction at the Golden Hind. We’re working 
with other local groups to ensure a shared 
vision and strong voice in campaigning for a 
better Milton Road for all.
Cyclescape 2662

Current campaigns
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(C/5007/16/CC) Chisholm Trail Phase 1 
planning application 
A Joint Development Control Forum was 
held in response to a petition against the 
planning application for the Chisholm 
Trail. We therefore launched a petition 
which also gave us speaking rights in the 
subsequent debate. We spoke in favour 
of the planning application. A report from 
the debate will be used to inform the 
Chisholm planning application decision, 
which will now be made in January 2017. 
Cyclescape ****

s/0133/16/CC 1595m 2.5m shared 
path stow Cum Quy & lode 
Camcycle rejected approval of this scheme 
on the basis that is vital to continually 
campaign for high quality infrastructure. 
We believe that the proposed shared path 
is too narrow to properly accommodate 
the expected numbers of people walking, 

cycling and riding horses. Of even greater 
concern is the fact that both ends of the 
path have poor connections, leaving people 
at uncontrolled informal crossings of the 
B1102 at the edge of the villages Lode and 
Quy. The plans for approval are substantially 
worse than the option recommended by a 
Sustrans feasibility study and fail to address 
the issues which this raised. However with 
support from the parish councils and the 
district council the path has been approved.
Cyclescape 2731

15/1759/FUl The demolition of 
Murdoch House and the remains of the 
former silo and the construction of two 
new mixed-use buildings comprising 
residential and office accommodation 
Camcycle spoke at the City Council 
Planning Committee to reiterate our 
previous objection to the proposed 
cycling parking. We objected to a number 

of aspects including poor access which 
discriminated against cycle users with 
mobility issues, and double-decker racks 
which prevented the secure parking of 
tandems, cargo bikes, cycle trailers and all 
types of trike. Thanks to our intervention, 
councillors voted unanimously to reject the 
application, against the recommendations 
of the officers, on the grounds of Design, 
Community Facilities and Cycling.
Cyclescape 2207 

We’ve since met with the CB1 developers 
and are pleased that the subsequently 
revised plans show improved access for 
cycles and a minimum of 5% provision for 
‘non-standard’ cycles. Recent applications 
such as this have highlighted the need for 
us to update our Cycle Parking Guide to 
reflect the growing and changing needs 
for cycle parking in Cambridge.
Cyclescape 2825

County council Greenways report
Camcycle welcomes the publication of 
this report. We are very pleased to see 
recognition of the value of a network 
of high-quality radial cycling routes 
from surrounding towns and villages to 
the future of transport in and around 
Cambridge. Camcycle looks forward to 
working with the City Deal on the detail 
for these routes to ensure they achieve 
their full potential.
Cyclescape 2793

level Crossing closure proposal for C06 
Barrington Road
Camcycle objected to the proposed 
closure and diversion of C06 
Barrington Road on the grounds 
that the replacement route is more 
dangerous than the existing, already 

difficult, conditions. The proposal for 
C06 replaces one type of at-grade 
crossing of the railway with two at-
grade crossings of the A10 highway and 
another at-grade crossing of the railway 
in a different location. We urged that 
new plans be developed which improve 
safety and access, particularly for people 
using mobility aids or less typical cycles.
Cyclescape 652

Illegal parking and persistent blocking 
of Downing street cycle lane
Camcycle has serious safety concerns 
arising from the chaos caused by parked 
vehicles, belonging to contractors 
working for the Revolution pub, which 
have blocked the contraflow cycle lane.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm 
PjtmfJgbQ
Cyclescape 2800
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Campaigning

Camcycle’s belief that cycling should be for all is a driving 
force behind our pursuit of the highest standard of 
Dutch-quality infrastructure. Not only do we work 

towards our cycling vision for Cambridge, scrutinising and 
holding planning applications and consultations to account, 
but we also participate in the wider national landscape.

Disability and the built environment inquiry
To this end Camcycle joined over 150 individuals and 
organisations in submitting evidence evidence to the ‘Disability 
and the built environment inquiry’, set up by the Women and 
Equalities Committee of the House of Commons. This aims 
to explore the needs of different stakeholders with reduced 
mobility, including those with permanent physical disability, 
mental health concerns or simply those of an increasingly 
ageing population. 

Our response highlighted key points that must be considered 
in infrastructure design. A built environment that caters for 
safe cycling helps promote independent living for people 
with disabilities who walk, cycle, or use an electric-powered 
mobility aid by expanding significantly the area in which people 
can travel under their own power. 

Protected cycle lanes 
The main requirement to enable cycling for a wider demographic 
is protected cycle lanes and junctions, separated from both 
pedestrians and motor vehicles. 

In contrast, on-road cycle lanes discourage all but the fastest 
and bravest from cycling, removing options from those who 
would like to cycle but not in traffic. Many more people cycle, 
both in number and in demographic range, in countries which 
provide protected cycle lanes, and at junctions separate cycling 
movements from motor vehicle ones. 

Cycling should be separated from walking: pedestrians do 
not like sharing with people cycling, any more than people 
cycling want to use the road. Vulnerable pedestrians, such as 
those who are slower or less stable or have sight impairments, 
are likely to be particularly alarmed to have people cycling 
next to them, and are less likely to walk in such environments. 
Shared-use paths often give up at junctions, and do not provide 
priority for crossing minor side roads, as someone cycling on 
the road would have. 

Shared space, which we take to mean spaces without 
demarcations between walking, cycling and motor vehicles, 
are unsuitable for all but the quietest roads. Cul-de-sacs and 
other routes with no through motor traffic can be quiet enough 
for people to feel confident cycling with motor vehicles, but as 

soon as the level of traffic is increased, people cycling must feel 
protected from traffic, or they will not cycle. 

In Poynton, Cheshire, shared space has been introduced 
on major through-routes. It has lower-than-average levels 
of walking and cycling even in the UK context, which shared 

Cycling for all
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space has done nothing to alleviate, nor has it widened 
participation. There are concerns that it has in fact made the 
built environment even more hostile to vulnerable users. 

Providing for all kinds of cycles 
Although some people with impaired mobility can use a 
standard or minimally-adapted bicycle, for others a tricycle, 
handcycle, tandem or recumbent cycle is necessary to be able 
to cycle. It is essential that facilities providing for cycling cater 
for all types of cycle, or they risk preventing cycling by those 
groups with fewer options. For example 
•  chicanes or narrowly-spaced bollards on cycle routes will 

prevent use by non-standard cycles used as mobility aids 
•  requirements to dismount make cycling very much harder for 

those who struggle to walk. 
•  sharp turns should be avoided: tricycles are at risk of tipping 

over if required to make sudden turns, while longer bicycles 
have a greater turning circle 

•  transition kerbs must be dropped or flush, and should be safe 
to approach at a shallow angle. 

E-bike support 
The market for electric-assisteded cycles in other parts of 
Europe has greatly expanded, enabling people to cycle later 
in life, and to cycle further and in hillier environments. Where 
people are used to cycling in a safe environment, they often 
like to continue cycling as they become less physically able, 
maintaining independence while still getting regular moderate 
exercise. In October the government announced measures to 
subsidise and support electric cars, motorbikes and scooters, 
while ignoring electric-assisted cycles. It is a huge oversight to 
support use of some electric vehicles on emissions grounds, 
while excluding from consideration those vehicles which have 
no emissions and also enable riders to maintain some level of 
physical activity. 

Mobility scooters and cycle-only lanes legislation 
Class 3 invalid carriages are not permitted to use cycle-only 
lanes. This is not the case in the Netherlands, where it is 
common to see people on mobility scooters using cycle paths 
alongside people cycling. The top speed of 8mph of a class 3 

invalid carriage is incompatible with pedestrian spaces, but 
far too slow to be comfortable and safe using the road: using 
cycle infrastructure would enable faster journeys for those 
using mobility scooters. An environment designed properly for 
cycling, with wide lanes, smooth surfaces and transitions with 
dropped and flush kerbs, is ideal for use by mobility scooters 
as well. 

Cycling is part of the solution to problems of congestion, air 
quality, health and transport independence, but only if we build 
an environment for cycling which is comprehensive, inclusive 
and makes people feel safe. The alternative is the situation 
much of England and Wales finds itself in today, where, as a 
result of poor infrastructure, cycling is largely excluded as an 
option from everyone except the fast and fit. 

We would love to hear from anyone who would like to 
volunteer for the Campaign with a particular interest in cycling 
with mobility impairment and/or cycling on non-standard cycles. 

London-based charity Wheels for Wellbeing promotes 
cycling for people with disabilities, and can provide further 
information on how to enable cycling for everyone. Its 
manifesto for inclusive cycling policy ‘Beyond the Bicycle’ was 
launched in July 2016. www.wheelsforwellbeing.org.uk

You Can Bike Too is a Cambridge-based organisation which 
operates out of Milton Country Park with over 20 adapted 
bikes and a team of Wheels for All instructors and volunteers. 
Contact Ruth Brannan ruth@theyoucanhub.org.uk for more 
information. www.miltoncountrypark.org/ycbt/ 
Hester Wells 
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Events

‘Rebooting the City Deal’ meeting
14 October 2016

The implications of the Greater Cambridge City Deal burst 
into the public consciousness this summer, and some of its 
plans have sparked off considerable public debate. Smarter 
Cambridge Transport is an organisation which consists of 
members of the public with an interest in the city’s future; it 
includes representatives and members of Camcycle amongst 
many other local groups. October saw its first public event, 
called ‘Rebooting the City Deal’.

A packed audience came to hear three speakers present 
innovative ideas: Colin Harris of Cambridge Connect described 
how a light rail network for Cambridge and beyond might work; 
Edward Leigh of Smarter Cambridge Transport described some 
ways to achieve ‘better bus journeys’ (a recurring motto of the 
City Deal) without irreversibly damaging the landscape and 
streetscape; and Rachel Aldred showed how much further we 
have to go to reach the full potential for cycling participation 
in Cambridgeshire.

Cycling to work in Cambridgeshire is already well above the 
national average, at 9.2%; but if people cycled as much as the 
Dutch (taking into account journey length and hilliness), the 
proportion of journeys could be as high as 23.7%. With e-bikes 
that could rise to almost 30%.

If the City Deal were to focus more on improving the quality 
and safety of cycling infrastructure in the city and between 
villages, it would lead to a huge reduction in traffic, congestion 
and pollution, and much better health outcomes for the 
population. Cllr Francis Burkitt, one of the City Deal Board 
members, is championing development of a network of ‘green 
way’ cycle routes, and readers should voice their support for 
these to the City Deal.

Daniel Zeichner, MP for Cambridge, Julian Huppert (previous 
MP for Cambridge) and February Phillips, an architect from 
5th Studio, joined the presenters to field questions from the 
audience. The theme of the discussion was how the City Deal 
got so badly off-track, and how we can fix it.

£100m to spend by 2019 and a brief to create ‘congestion-

free’ bus routes from planned new developments in South 
Cambridgeshire sounds great. But this has translated into a 
series of ‘high-level concepts’ for busways or bus lanes with cycle 
paths tacked on, plus peak-time road closures and a few other 
proposals, some controversial, some not. When the City Deal has 
consulted the public, reactions have been variously bemused, 
confused or angry. Any suggestion that an alternative should be 
considered has been rebuffed: it can’t be done; it won’t make 
enough difference; it’ll take too long; it’ll cost too much.

Ultimately though what is being proposed is what was 
agreed three years ago in the draft Local Plans and transport 
strategies, before many people took an active interest in the 
councils’ transport plans.

Both Mr Zeichner and Heidi Allen, MP for South 
Cambridgeshire, have called publicly for the City Deal to be 
paused and sent back to the drawing board. The City Deal 
perceives a big risk with this: government might decide just to 
take the money away. But that’s unlikely, given the importance 
to the Exchequer of continued economic growth in the region, 
which in turn is dependent on infrastructure keeping pace.

Smarter Cambridge Transport believes that a safer strategy 
might be to bring forward smaller and less controversial projects, 
buying time to consult properly on developing a coherent, 
long-term strategy. Suggestions were set out in a booklet 
given to attendees of the event: expanding the cycle network; 
building a new cycle park in the city centre; using technology to 
regulate traffic flows; developing a smart ticketing platform for 
all public transport, parking, and potentially road pricing; more 
and better information for people to make more sustainable 
transport choices; and building travel hubs to support express 
bus services from South Cambridgeshire.

Cambridge is already the cycling capital of the UK; it could 
become the sustainable transport capital. It needs vision, 
ambition and leadership. Can the triumvirate on the Executive 
Board deliver?
Chris Rand
A review of Smarter Cambridge Transport’s ‘Rebooting The City 
Deal’ event, including a copy of the ideas booklet, is available 
at bit.ly/cd-reboot
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Melbourn-Frog End cycleway sod cutting
24 October 2016

A lovely and truly down-to-earth ceremony took place in 
Melbourn on 24 October, as the first City Deal spade hit the 
ground and work commenced on the Melbourn-Frog End 
(Shepreth) pedestrian/cycleway (see Newsletter 127). 

This cycleway, due for completion in February, should 
transform daily life in Melbourn. People entering the village 
from the north to work at places like Melbourn Science Park 
will now enjoy a safe link in from the A10 cyclepath. 

The cycleway also means that village residents drawn to the 
wide array of shopping opportunities at the two garden centres 
along the old A10, where the new path will run, will no longer 
need to travel by car. Notably, both centres have a particular 
attraction for more vulnerable off-road users: there’s the Teapot 
at Phillimore with its pensioners’ specials, and the soft-play at 
Wyevale that invites young families. Mobility scooters and 
children’s bikes will now find these within easy reach.

One of the central aims of the A10 Cambridge-Royston 
cycle project is to minimise road crossings . The two main road 
crossings that are required both fall within the Shepreth to 
Melbourn stretch. 

The first crossing is over the A10 near the Frog End junction. 
Frog End itself is problematic, and so a location with better 
visibility and no junction dynamics, a few hundred yards up the 
road, was chosen. This is known as the Weavers Shed crossing 
and it leads directly onto the old A10, as it was before before 
Melbourn was bypassed. After a short and peaceful ride past 
the Green Man pub, on a stretch called ‘Dunsbridge Turnpike,’ 
the route merges with ‘Cambridge Road’ – a continuation of 
the old A10 that leads into the village of Melbourn.

Designing the new cycle path for the west side of Cambridge 
Road was a fairly straightforward choice owing to the much 
wider verge. But a decision needed to be made about the 
merge point and where to create an obvious road-crossing 
point. With a bend in the road it was important to get this 
right. People using the route on a regular basis had that golden 
nugget of local knowledge, and so it was arranged to meet 
up on site with John Stanley from the County Council Cycling 
Team, to examine the terrain and figure out best options. This 
produced the detail now being put into place.

What next?
While these are promising times for new rural cycleway 
projects, a totally unexpected challenge comes from Network 
Rail at Foxton Level Crossing. If you’ve been there, you will 
know what a complicated mess of a crossing it is. A plan to 
redesign the whole thing with a £15 million bypass and bridge/
underpass was recently commissioned, published, but then 
shelved by Network Rail, citing lack of funding. 

Safe passage for cyclists is through a mechanical gate 
that sits in the middle of a brand new cycleway. Inexplicably, 
Network Rail now proposes to do away with that gate, closing 
the passageway. If it goes ahead this will effectively sever 
the A10 cycleway, in a stunning example of dysfunctional 
transport planning. Other than Network Rail, no one supports 
the idea, and one can only hope that common sense will 
prevail. 

The overall Cambridge-Royston cycle link scheme is 
gradually turning from aspiration to reality. The final big funding 
challenge is the Melbourn-Royston segment, and this will now 
be our primary focus. For those awaiting completion of the 
Melbourn-Frog End scheme, and anxious to support efforts 
on the Melbourn-Royston front, please join the A10 Corridor 
Cycling Campaign’s second annual Silly Santa ride around 
Royston on 10 December (see Newsletter 124), setting off from 
Royston station at 10.30am (coinciding with train arrivals). This 
will be another chance to see the Sustrans network around 
Royston that would connect beautifully into the A10 network, 
if only funding for a bridge over the A505 can be achieved. 
Susan van de Ven
www.a10corridorcycle.com
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Come along with your children and try out a Cargobike, Trike, Tandem or 
Mummy bike in a traffic free yard.

Specialists in child and freight carrying bicycles, Top Quality, Genuine 
made in Holland Dutchbikes.

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm
email: enquiries@dutchbike.co.uk • tel 0777 273 8899

HOPE STREET YARD CB1 3NA

schoolruncentre

dutchbike

Co-op take the tour
5 November 2016

Roxanne, Hester, Matthew, Al and I took 
the stall bike to the Co-op on Chesterton 
Road for the #Cooptakethetour event, 
at which people cycled around six of 
the Co-op stores in Cambridge for the 
chance to win a Bobbin Bicycle. 

We had a constant stream of 
interested passers-by, some of whom 
were new to Cambridge and some old 
friends. We met an 86-year-old man 
who told us he was still a member of 
the Campaign and had been one of the 
first members to join. He still follows our 
activities despite not being able to cycle 
any longer. Another Co-op customer, 
on seeing our new banner, said ‘Join me 
up straight away!’ – he didn’t want to 
discuss it, he just wanted to know where 
to sign on the dotted line.

The upgrades to our stall bike have 
really made a big difference. We had 
maps and information about bicycle 
lights to hand out to students and those 
less familiar with cycling. Our badges and 

stickers proved popular with students 
and Deliveroo riders… and kept children 
entertained while we chatted to their 
parents! We are also thinking about how 
to engage with event goers, especially as 
other events which we attended in the 
last couple of months, such as Milton 
Feast and Cherry Hinton festival, are 
family events… any ideas for activites are 
welcome.

Our stall bike gives us the opportunity 
for ongoing conversations with the public, 
keeping us in touch with the concerns and 
needs of Cambridge residents, both cyclists 
and non-cyclists. The hot topic was the City 
Deal and we were had lots of discussions 
about transport and congestion in 
Cambridge and just how important cycling 
is going to be in solving it.
Willa MacDonald



11  December 2016–January 2017  CAMCYCLE

Events

‘We are Cycling UK’ workshop 
22 October 2016

A number of Camcycle members, along 
with other Cycling UK members from 
Cambridge and around the region, 
attended a We are Cycling UK workshop 
at Ross Street Community centre, the 
first in a series across the country.

The first item on the agenda for the 
workshop was a discussion of the wider 
cycling issues with Daniel Zeichner, 
Cambridge MP and Shadow Minister 
for Cycling, and Julian Huppert, former 
MP and former co-chair of the All 
Party Parliamentary Cycling Group. 
This touched on a number of issues, in 
particular the lack of funding from central 
government for cycle infrastructure.

Roxanne De Beaux ran a session 
about Camcycle’s experiences of 
forming and running a campaign group, 
answering questions on how best to 
recruit members, utilise people’s skills 
and gain popularity in the wider public 
and political sphere. Camcycle received 
high praise from Daniel Zeichner, who 
described us as one of the most effective 
campaign groups he knows.

The workshop addressed the three key 
points of the Space for Cycling campaign 
that it aims to get local councils to sign 
up to:
• Plan. Develop a full network of cycle-
friendly routes that allow people of all 
ages and abilities to cycle anywhere for 
any purpose.
• Invest. Actively seek the funding to 
implement the network and invest a 
minimum of 5-10% of the local transport 
budget in cycling.
• Build. Build the network using the 
most up-to-date high-quality design 
standards.

The first phase is to plan a cycle 
network. Whilst we would all hope 
that local authorities would create and 
update such a plan, and they may have 
internal plans for cycle infrastructure, a 
wide-scale strategic plan is not evident. 
What was suggested was essentially a 
‘tube map’ for cycle infrastructure within 
the city and the surrounding region: look 
on the map and work out key points 
where people would like to go, and draw 
some lines between them.

Taking inspiration from Bristol and 
Bath cycling campaigns which have 

already done this (see illustration), we 
decided to draw up a strategic plan 
for Cambridge, at least as far as the 
neighbouring market towns. The plan 
is composed of two orbital routes. The 
inner orbital mirrors the inner ring road 
and allows cycle traffic to avoid the 
busy city centre when its route is from 
one side of the city to the other. The 
outer orbital builds on the cycleway just 
to the south of Orchard Park, and the 
cycleway from the Cambridge Regional 
College to the new Cambridge North 
station, and extends it to connect to 
Addenbrooke’s via the outer ring road, 
and to West Cambridge via Darwin 
Green and North West Cambridge. It 
may later be possible to follow the line of 
the M11 and connect West Cambridge 
with Trumpington. In addition, the plan 
we came up with included radial routes 
along all the main roads, but particularly 
to connect employment sites. 

The second phase for Space for 
Cycling is to take the plan and attract 
funding. There was lots of discussion 
about how campaign groups can 
attract support from local ward and 
parish councils and from the Local 
Enterprise Partnership. A fantastic 
example of forming relations with local 
employers was provided by the A10 
Corridor Cycling Campaign; nearly 50 
businesses, from small local employers 
to global multi-site corporations, 
signed a business letter to the City 
Deal Executive board members and 

assembly members showing support 
for safe cycling routes along the A10 
for their employees and for the wider 
community. 

The third phase is the building of the 
infrastructure. This is where national 
guidance is glaringly absent, a point that 
Julian Huppert hammered home in the 
morning Q&A session. To understand 
how infrastructure works, and doesn’t 
work, I led a tour of some local 
Cambridge infrastructure and we rated 
it using CycleNation’s Cycling Evaluation 
Assessment Tool (CEAT). 

CEAT evaluates infrastructure based 
on asking the minimum number of 
questions possible. For example, we 
cycled to the south side of the station 
cycle bridge near the road restrictions 
and looked at how that scored. Four 
out of five, which is considered ‘good’. 
We then cycled to Hills Road where the 
volume and speed of traffic, together 
with some slightly compromised lane 
widths on the southbound side, resulted 
in a score of 3 out of 5: a ‘could do better’. 
Finally, we went to Radegund Road just 
south of Coleridge Road to look at the 
supposed traffic-calming measures. The 
cycle bypasses are very narrow resulting 
is a score of 2 out of 5: ‘poor’. We had 
a long discussion about how this road 
could be improved, resulting in a simple 
verdict – move the cycleways next to the 
footpaths, and formalise the car parking 
between a lovely avenue of trees.
Robin Heydon
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The very first meeting I went to after 
I was appointed to the City Deal 
Board was Camcycle’s monthly 

meeting on 1 February 2016. Given that 
we were approaching Valentine’s Day, I 
took the theme ‘please fall in love with the 
City Deal’. After all the headlines of the past 
month, it feels like our relationship with 
some residents is going through a rocky 
patch. So I’d like to repeat my message: 
we are trying to sort out Cambridge’s 
congestion, and add: we are listening to 
residents’ feedback, and will take account 
of it. And to Camcycle members I’d like to 
say: we are very focussed on promoting 
cycling throughout the city and district.

How do I prove that last bit? Easy – 
the very first project to be paid for by 
the City Deal and actually completed 
will be a £500,000 grant requested by 
Cllr Susan van de Ven to deliver a vital 
stretch of off-road cycleway between 
Cambridge and Melbourn. 

Within the city, we are spending £8 
million on five cycle routes: along Arbury 
Road; linking Cambridge North railway 
station to the Science Park; along Ditton 
Lane and links to East Cambridge; along 
Hills Road and the Addenbrooke’s route; 
and the Fulbourn/Cherry Hinton eastern 
access.

Plans are also in train for the Chisholm 
Trail which will cost £8.4 million.

On 13 October, we authorised 
the next stage of the Cambourne to 
Cambridge busway project, approving 
work to investigate an off-road route 
(and benchmarking that against an on-
road alternative). If the off-road route 
is eventually preferred – and it will take 
another six months or more to determine 
that – it will have an adjacent cycle way 
along its length. And that’s not all: we 
also said we wanted to look at a ‘cycle 
superhighway’, as recommended by the 
City Deal Assembly, through the villages 
from Cambourne to Cambridge, i.e. Bourne 
Airfield (if it is developed), Highfields, 
Caldecote, Hardwick and Coton.

But much the most exciting prospect is 
our ‘Greenways’ project. This would be a 
network of high-quality – mostly off-road – 
cycle-paths, radiating out from Cambridge 
in all directions to the neighbouring 
villages and beyond, some up to six or 

seven miles away. We want to improve or 
create cycleways to Comberton, Barton, 
Haslingfield, Melbourn, Sawston, Linton, 
Fulbourn, Bottisham, the Swaffhams, 
Horningsea and Waterbeach, to 
complement the St Ives route alongside the 
Guided Busway. This is a vast, ambitious, 
expensive and lengthy process, currently 
being led by Mike Davies and his team at 
the county council, which the City Deal 
will look at partially or even wholly paying 
for. Delivery of this plan has in effect now 
commenced with the new route currently 
being built through the Babraham Research 
Campus and opening in January 2017. The 
whole plan will take many years but we 
have the ambition and a lot of money.

These are just the current projects. 
We are open to ideas for other ones – 
please suggest them. The only way we 
can sort out Cambridge’s congestion is by 

encouraging non-car alternatives – bus, 
cycle, pedestrian. There is a lot of talk 
about trams and light rail, which in a sense 
are derivatives of a bus (they are all 40-
foot long metal containers with wheels 
that carry 50+ passengers) but more 
costly and less flexible, so we are not 
looking at them, nor at tunnels – which 
may work for cities with populations of 
many millions, but is far too expensive for 
one of 150,000. So we fall back on bus, 
cycle and walking. Yes, you are hearing 
and will hear a lot from us about buses. 
But we are equally keen on cycleways and 
cycle provision, and will spend money, 
time and resources on them.

So please, love us for what we are: a 
team that loves cycles and cycling.
Francis Burkitt
Vice Chair, Executive Board, Greater 
Cambridge City Deal

City Deal Board urges cyclists to ‘please love us’

Events



13  December 2016–January 2017  CAMCYCLE

Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) 
form the basic of the controls on 
speed, parking, access controls etc 

in the UK, but finding out what’s what and 
where’s where is hardly easy as much is still 
only in paper records, only slightly more 
accessible than a locked basement with no 
lights at the relevant local authority.

In Cambridge we are better off than 
many owing to the enterprise, diligence, 
and hard volunteer work of Ben Harris, 
a member of Cambridge University’s 
Information Services division.

Ben has been maintaining on-line, 
searchable records since 2009. These try 
to present the current state of the law and 
the effect of amendments on the streets 
of Cambridge. These are generally only 
updated once each year, but do enable 
you to find out if, for example, a street 
is a ‘one-way’ street or just a false ‘one-
way’ where entry in the ‘wrong’ direction 
is blocked for a motor vehicle. Of course 

it can throw up some oddities. Last time I 
looked it appeared that only ‘bicycles’ can 
use some cycle lanes and hence tricycles 
are technically excluded! His site includes 
a searchable map which shows roughly the 
area covered by some of the ‘Area’ orders.

I’ve heard that it is more than just 
cycling campaigners who use this valuable 

resource. There have been proposals for a 
national database with searchable maps, 
but so far these have come to nothing. 
It is about time that local authorities 
pressed the government to invest in a 
national database of all TROs.
Jim Chisholm
www.bjh21.me.uk/traffic/

Traffic Regulation Orders

Features
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Camcycle’s efforts in supporting safe student cycling in 
Cambridge have had a huge boost with funding both 
from the City Council Members’ Cycling and Walking 

Steering Group and from the Co-op’s Local Community Fund.
The Freshers Project has continued to evolve amid strong 

feedback of how valuable our material is as a key student 
welfare tool. Since 2007 Camcycle has provided students with 
a map of the city centre to help them navigate the various one-
way streets. In 2015 we developed a ‘Welcome to Cycling’ 
leaflet to distribute to new students, which was so successful 
that we had to do a second print run within weeks of the first. 

Helping new students (many of whom are new to the UK) 
understand the road rules and signage that they will encounter 
makes them feel safer and more confident and makes them more 
likely to cycle. It also helps make them safer, more predictable and 
law-abiding cyclists which benefits all Cambridge residents. 

Thanks to funding from the City Council Members’ Cycling 
and Walking Steering Group we are printing an initial run of 
10,000 of our updated city centre one-way streets map. The map 
has been altered to reflect recent changes on the streets and we 
have also improved the text on the back of the map following 
consultation with a range of stakeholders. The Members 
Steering Group is also funding design for design and distribution 
of an updated version of our ‘Welcome to Cycling Leaflet’. The 
updates are again in response to feedback from students and 
local colleges, with special thanks to Lucy Cavendish College. 

shop and support Camcycle
We are really excited that Camcycle’s resources will continue 
to develop next year thanks to funding from the Co-op’s Local 
Community Fund (LCF). 

Camcycle has been chosen as one of the Co-op LCF charities 
for the Histon Road, Milton Road, Chesterton Road and Green 
End Road Co-operative supermarkets and James Street Funeral 

Care. Co-op shoppers who live in the area can now donate funds 
to Camcycle simply by becoming Co-op members and choosing 
Camcycle as the beneficiary for their LCF contribution. Every time 
they choose Co-op branded products and services and use their Co-
op membership card, 1% of what they spend will go to Camcycle. 

At the moment, members must live in the CB4 postcode 
area; however, the Co-op is considering allowing members to 
select any charity, regardless of location. 

More than £2,000 has already been allocated to Camcycle 
and we are hoping to raise at least £4,000 by the end of the 
fundraising period. The funds will be used for our new students 
activities in 2017 including production of new leaflets and 
merchandise, attendance at events and creation of online 
resources to encourage and educate students on safe and 
enjoyable cycling in Cambridge. 

Terry, the manager of the Histon Road store, said ‘it’s great 
that Camcycle were successful in their application for our local 
community cause because, as a local retailer, the vast majority 
of our colleagues live close to our stores, and therefore cycle to 
and from work. Like the Co-op they also have great links with 
the many students who live and study in our city. The work 
Camcycle does helps to keep both these sets of people safe 
and secure on our roads!’

We are working with Co-op store managers to have stall-
bike events at their stores throughout the LCF fundraising 
period. If you would like to join us please get in touch. We will 
make sure you have support and it is a great way to meet like-
minded people in the community.

If you would like your local Co-op to support us in future 
Local Community Fund rounds, then please let your store 
manager (and us) know. You can find out more and register for 
the fund at membership.coop.co.uk.
Roxanne de Beaux

Camcycle support for new students

Extract from Camcycle’s advice to Freshers
When cycling in the city centre, please:
• do not ride on pavements or cycle aggressively 
• always cycle at a careful speed 
•  do not cycle the wrong direction down one-way streets 

unless there is an exemption for cycling
•  be prepared to dismount and wheel your cycle if the 

streets are crowded 
•  respect the needs of pedestrians and give extra room and 

time to parents with children, people with disabilities and 
frail and elderly people 

•  remember that pedestrians walking in the road may not 
be aware of approaching cyclists: they may not hear you 
or your bike bell.

More information on cycling responsibly and legally can be 
found in the Highway Code www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk
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As readers of my blog will be 
aware, I’m not one to hold back 
from criticism when I think local 

retailers are letting us down. When 
we’re off out shopping or to catch a film, 
having somewhere to leave our bikes, 
and being able to get directly back to 
them afterwards, matters – I’m looking 
at you, Vue Cinema and the Grafton 
Centre – stop locking your front doors 
before all the films finish if you want 
our custom! Somewhere safe to lock up 
and access such that I can get in and out 
with shopping is a minimum, but this is 
Cambridge and I’m always looking out 
for those retailers who provide a bit 
more for cyclists.

Getting big stuff home is the final 
frontier of cycling provision. For me that 
usually means access with a bike trailer 
on my ex-postie’s bike, but not everyone 
has the luxury of owning a cargo-carrying 
bicycle. Yeah, I suppose you could use 
one of the short-term car hire companies 

(assuming you can drive), but would you 
want to get as angry and fed up as all the 
folk you pass every day sitting stuck in 
their cars? Doesn’t sound fun to me.

If you’re shopping at Homebase on 
Newmarket Road you’ve got a great new 
option. They’ve just got hold of a cargo 
bike you can borrow. 

I had a chat with the folk in the store 
today, and it seems that this is a very 

new scheme. It’s got a label on the front 
telling us it’s from London Green Cycles, 
and it’s built to take a load – the staff 
were telling me that they were training 

to use it by carrying colleagues around. 
Seriously, if you’ve never ridden a 
Christiania it’s worth getting hold of this 
bike for a while just to have a go, they’re 
rock solid but very rideable. 

The deal is simple enough: you leave a 
£50 deposit (which you get back – using 
it is free!) and you’ve a few hours to get 
your stuff home in it. I’d be tempted to 
get all my other shopping home at the 
same time and leave my own bike locked 
at the shop. The Christiania has its own 
locking mechanism, making it essentially 
hassle-free.

At the moment, the scheme is new 
so the shop is just feeling its way. I did 
ask about booking in advance but the 
response was a little woolly – presumably 
if it becomes popular they’ll sort that out 
soon enough. 

I’m impressed, Homebase. Good stuff. 
Thanks!
Cab Davidson
www.cambridgecyclist.blogspot.co.uk

Homebase lends cargo bike to customers

Cargo bike reviewed
‘Those cargo bikes are real solid work 
horses with the capacity to carry up to 
100 kg plus the rider and a volume of 
270 l. The bike comes with a rain tent, 
a helmet and a heavy-duty lock.’ 
www.londongreencycles.co.uk
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The use of specially-designed 
bicycles by the emergency services 
has grown rapidly over the last 

few years, with all the main services 
making use of them in various ways. The 
nation’s leading first aid charity, St John 
Ambulance, is no different, and in recent 
years, the sight of advanced first aiders 
and paramedics cycling to incidents has 
become fairly commonplace in towns 
and cities around the country, with NHS 
trusts and St John Ambulance running 
their own fleets of bikes.

This year St John Ambulance’s 
Cycle Response Unit (CRU) celebrated 
its tenth anniversary of operation in 
Cambridgeshire; its team of operational 
cyclists in the East of England has grown, 
with 65 cyclists and 20 bikes now active 
across the region. Six bikes are based at 
St John Ambulance’s CRU headquarters 
in Cambridge, with the other 14 based 
in pairs at hubs around the region. These 
hubs and the Cambridge headquarters 
not only store the bikes but also all the 
equipment needed for their maintenance 
and repair; however, all the bikes visit 
Cambridge every six months for a full 

overhaul, each one having a projected 
operational life of around eight years.

The use of bicycles to respond to 
emergencies and accidents can often allow 
vital life-saving first aid to be delivered 
more rapidly by a trained cyclist than by an 
ambulance crew or a first aid foot patrol. 
This form of first aid delivery is most 
effective in crowded city centres, railway 
stations and shopping centres, where NHS 
ambulances would find it difficult to gain 
access or park, and large open areas – 
sports arenas, for instance – where it could 
take some time to cross the venue on foot 
to deal with an injured person.

The regional CRU is present at around 
150 events a year. In Cambridgeshire 
they can be seen assisting at rowing 
events on the Cam, the Duxford Air Show, 
fun runs, marathons and many other 
events where the bikes can be of huge 
assistance. In 2016, for the first time, a 
paramedic cyclist will be working in the 
centre of Cambridge on three evenings 
during the festive period. This is part of 
the Cambridge Care Facility Initiative, a 
partnership between St John Ambulance, 
the Cambridge Street Pastors and 

Cambridgeshire Constabulary, designed 
to help people celebrating Halloween, 
Christmas and the New Year stay safe 
and receive treatment and advice if 
needed.

Louise Meats, District Cycling Lead 
for St John Ambulance in Central and 
South Anglia, said: ‘When planning for 
many of our larger events, one or more 
CRU bikes and operational cyclists are 
routinely factored in to the total number 
of volunteers of various types that are 
deployed to provide first aid cover. 
At large running events, for example, 
CRU bikes can be stationed along the 
course and can be despatched quite 
some distance to assist people in need 
of first aid. This alternative to traditional 
foot patrols means that we can choose 
the best and quickest way to bring the 
first aider to the patient and ensure that 
injuries can be treated quickly.’

Operational cyclists, the St John 
Ambulance volunteers who ride the CRU 
bikes, go through rigorous training to 
ensure that their skills are to an extremely 
high standard. They are all trained as 
Advanced First Aiders, meaning that 

Riding to the rescue
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they can treat more complex injuries and 
use equipment such as an Automated 
External Defibrillator (AED) which can 
dramatically improve a patient’s chances 
of survival if deployed in the crucial 
first minutes after a cardiac arrest. 
Volunteers are also trained in advanced 
cycling skills, giving them the ability to 
safely manoeuvre through large crowds 
and tackle obstacles on the way to an 
incident with ease. 

Wayne Badcock, Regional 
Operational Cycling Lead for St John 
Ambulance in the East of England, 
explained: ‘In order to ensure that 
our cycling volunteers are at the 
top of their game they undergo a 
structured programme of training and 
development. Before they can even 
join the CRU, they need to have spent 
one year as a first aider and a second 
year with the full Advanced First Aider 
qualification. Once they start their 
cycling training, a two-day course will 
give them the skills required to go out 
on patrol at events, while a further 
four-day course is the level required by 
the NHS for them to start responding 
to 999 calls and using the sirens and 
blue lights carried by all bikes.

Added to all this is the need for an annual 
fitness test, five Continuous Professional 
Development sessions each year, and an 
annual skills revalidation. This just shows 
you how committed our operational 
cyclists are to maintaining high standards 
and to continuing to be the difference 
between a life lost and a life saved.’

The bikes themselves are custom-
built by the manufacturer who supplies 

bikes to the NHS and the police. The 
basic unit, costing around £900, has a 
lightweight frame and reinforced wheels 
and racks. Added to this, panniers, worth 
£750, are packed with sophisticated first 
aid equipment, with the rear panniers 
alone weighing around 20kg. The cycle 
lights and blue light and siren system 
cost an additional £250 and the need 
for oxygen and Entonox (a pain-relieving 
gas) and a lightweight AED brings the 
total cost for each fully-equipped unit up 
to around £5,000.

Wayne Badcock continues: ‘We are 
immensely proud of what has been 
achieved in the region over the last 
decade and are looking forward to 
seeing the further growth of our Cycle 
Response Unit over the next ten years. 
The combination of the training required 
and the events that these bikes can be 
sent to makes being an operational 
cyclist a very popular option for many of 
our regional volunteers.’

Next time you see a St John Ambulance 
CRU volunteer, you can be sure that you 
are looking at a highly-skilled individual 
who is equipped with the knowledge to 
deliver first aid quickly and effectively with 
the aim of giving members of the public 
in need of assistance the best possible 
chance of making a good recovery. 
Ian Groves
If you are interested in finding out more 
about St John Ambulance, or wish to 
volunteer or even donate funds to help 
the CRU continue to train cyclists and 
deploy bikes, please visit www.sja.org.ukPh
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Confusion over new infrastructure

A bit of background: a new parallel priority crossing (or 
cycle zebra) was installed on Huntingdon Road in April 
this year. This new sort of crossing had just become legal 

with the publication of the new Traffic Signs Regulations and 
General Directions (TSRGD). The crossing is part of the cycleway 
scheme that runs on the citybound side of Huntingdon Road 
between Girton College and Richmond Road. Located between 
Oxford Road to the north and a floating bus stop to the south, 
it was introduced to facilitate the crossing movements of 
cyclists heading to and from Oxford Road and Storey’s Way. The 
alignment of the approaches to the crossing slows down cyclists 
so they do not enter the crossing at speed. A central refuge 
(wide enough to accommodate trailer bikes) allows two-stage 
crossing.

There seem to be a few issues with the crossing – not least 
with cyclists not recognising its cyclist priority status! There 
have been stories of cyclists shouting at fellow cyclists to walk 

their bikes over the crossing. The Department of Transport is 
not running an awareness campaign as they have in the past 
when rolling out new crossings. Consequently, the location 
and characteristics of the crossing, and the approaches, play 
an important part in helping drivers realise they need to give 
way at the crossing. And these elements are not quite right at 
present.

On the approaches, the 2.1m-wide cycle lanes run right up 
to the Give Way lines of the crossing. Visually, the cycle lanes 
make the crossing very wide, so drivers may not notice cyclists 
or pedestrians waiting to cross on the shared-use foot/cycleway. 
Citybound drivers may also find that the alignment through to 
the floating bus stop further dissociates the footway. Equally, the 
Belisha beacons on the shared-use footway are outside the line 
of vision of drivers. Crucially, the absence of Belisha beacons on 
the central refuge diminishes drivers’ perception of the crossing.

The markings and signs are being reviewed: the crossing is 
delineated by square Elephants’ Footprint markings (as shown 
in the new TSRGD). In the UK, the Elephants’ Footprint is used 
sparingly as a marking for controlled and uncontrolled cycle 
crossings at junctions e.g. at Newnham Road/Barton Road 
at the corner of Lammas Land. It is not widely understood by 
road users. On the citybound approach to the Huntingdon 
Road crossing, the Elephants’ Footprint markings need to be 
‘processed’ by drivers, at the same time as the Give Way lines, 
the Zebra markings and the ‘Keep Clear’ box at the Oxford 
Road junction.

There have been Elephants’ Footprint markings at the 
informal crossing just east of Storey’s Way for many years 
– following the installation of the parallel priority crossing 
nearby, some users are now confused by the status of this 
crossing point.

The ‘Pedestrian and Cycle Crossing‘ sign (Diagram 544, 
TSRGD) that can be used at parallel priority crossings does 
not make it obvious that the crossing is a priority one. 
Drivers, looking at the Zebra part of the crossing, may 
expect cyclists to dismount. That said, there are quite a 
number of Zebra crossings round the city where cyclists 
regularly cycle across (Chesterton Road, near Jesus Lock is a 
good example) so local drivers should be used to it. This was 
also one reason we thought Cambridge was ‘ready’ for the 
new style of crossing.

The second parallel priority crossing in Cambridge is on 
Arbury Road (part of Phase 1 of the Cross City Cycling schemes) 
replacing a zebra crossing where cyclists regularly cycled across. 
Driver compliance at the new crossing seems pretty good – it 
probably helps that it’s in a 20mph zone, the carriageway is 5.6m 
wide and the crossing is single-stage.

‘Ultra-visible’ Zebrite Belisha beacons have been installed 
on the footways and central refuge of the Huntingdon Road 
parallel priority crossing. We shall be monitoring the crossing 
and talking further with the Department for Transport.
Vanessa Kelly 
Cycling Projects Team,  
Cambridgeshire County Council

Features
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Brooklands Avenue chaos

Every weekday morning, I have a pretty pleasant bike 
ride from Cambridge station to north west Cambridge. 
I choose to go out via Brooklands Avenue, crossing 

Trumpington Road (the A1134, a 7-way intersection, if 
you include bike paths and Chaucer Rd), heading along 
the bike path alongside Vicar’s Brook, across to Lammas 
Land, and up Driftway to the next six-way (bike paths from 
Lammas Land as well as Barton Road (A603) and Newnham 
Road/Granchester Street). Where I head next isn’t really 
important, it’s just those two intersections I want to talk 
about.

Both are well signed and have good visibility and, crucially, a 
clear bike-only phase of the traffic lights that allows cyclists to 
cross without any of the other vehicles using any of the ingress/
egress roads at those junctions interfering. The bike lanes in 
and out are fairly clear and (mostly) fairly well separated from 
the roads there too.

However, at 8.45am on a weekday, as my photographs 
show, Cambridge is the victim of its success at encouraging 
cycling for all kinds of journey. There’s simply not the space 
on either side of Trumpington Road, and certainly not on the 
island a quarter of the way across, for all the bikes, with child 

carriers/trailers and so on. Nor is there time for everyone to 
navigate the mega-crowded crossing safely. Something has to 
change – one idea might be just (for that time of day) to extend 
the lenghth of the green phase for bikes. Another might be to 
clear some of the clutter on the island and have a single-stage 
crossing phase across to encourage some bikes to stay on the 
pavement at the Brooklands Ave side rather than squeeze on 
to the island. 

Then at the Newnham Road crossing, there’s an onslaught 
of bikes coming down Barton Road, including many kids, 
heading towards the Driftway, which means they stay to the 
right (not left) in passing all the people going the other way – 
and typically, again, they are still cycling off the footpath onto 
the intersection, filling up the whole crossing, while cyclists are 
trying to get across the other way – maybe mark the road with 
two sets of dashed bike lanes to show where people should 
segregate, and also, extend the green light phase for bikes 
during this period.

I’m not a road planning expert, but something clearly needs 
refining, now that the evidence is that the existing cycling 
facilities are fantastically successful beyond their design!
Jon Crowcroft

Workshop Now Open!
8.45am-6pm Mon & Thu

Join us at The Bike Depot for bike 
services, repairs, parts and tools. We 

love to talk about what we're doing and 
dispel all those maintenance myths! 
Drop in for a free quote or give us a 

ring to book your bike in.

15% Discount for CamCycle members.

01223 789606
team@outspokencycles.co.uk 
www.outspokencycles.co.uk

Outspoken Cycles
The Bike Depot
140 Cowley Road
Cambridge CB4 0DL
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Camcycle is looking a little different these days

First and foremost we have a new home! Camcycle has 
now moved into the Bike Depot, the home of Outspoken 
Cycles, Delivery and Training at 140 Cowley Road, 

Cambridge. 
With the growth of our organisation it became clear that 

we needed a dedicated space. Our new office has room for our 
officer as well as volunteers who will now have a welcome place 
to do their work. It will allow us to increase our merchandise 
offerings now that we have storage space. 

The office is conveniently located near the Science Park and 
will be near the new Cambridge North station and accessible 
by the Guided Busway cycleway and the hopefully soon-to-be-
built Chisholm Trail. 

Rob King, Director of Outspoken, welcomed Camcycle: ‘It’s 
fantastic news that Camcycle have taken one of the offices at 
the Bike Depot. We look forward to growing the building as a 
cycling hub – what better people to share a space with than 
those who champion more and better cycling?’

We have also had upgrades to our stall bike, materials and 
merchandise.

In July we were awarded £200 from the RAG ballot, which we 
have used to improve our equipment for stalls. Thanks to this grant 
we now have a weather-proof pop-up banner, a new sturdy table, 
a bright tablecloth to attract attention and a range of brochure 
stands to make our materials easier to manage and see. Our stall 

now looks much more appealing at local events. Our cargo bike 
requires some significant improvements: we are working on plans 
and identifying funding sources for a major upgrade. 

We have also developed Camcycle merchandise. Our 
Camcycle badges, which feature a range of our ‘hero bikes’, have 
been selling well at events, and we now have our new orange 
mudguard stickers, one of which you should have received in 
this newsletter. Owing to demand we are also investigating 
reflective/hi-viz Camcycle stickers. 

We hope our greetings cards will be a hit during the festive 
season and beyond, and we are planning to revisit our Camcycle 
T-shirts soon.

The Bike Depot has a community space where we will be 
able to stock our merchandise for sale, so please do come 
down to say hello and see what is on offer. 

All of these changes, along with our new branding, are 
intended to broaden the appeal of Camcycle to new members 
and increase our influence when it comes to matters of cycling 
in Cambridge. Your feedback, ideas and volunteering assistance 
are always welcome. 
Roxanne de Beaux

Richard and Roxanne moving the archive to the new office
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Camcycle has been working with local artists to produce 
four greetings cards for sale. The cards are themed 
around cycling in Cambridge, and are blank inside. While 

they can be used all year round, they will also be perfect for 
the festive season. You can support Camcycle by buying them 
– the cards will be available for purchase at Camcycle events, 
including the monthly meetings, from the Camcycle online 
store, from the Bike Depot at 140 Cowley Road and from local 
retailers. We hope to print more greetings cards in the future, 
perhaps focussing on photography for the next set – so get 
your camera out and do let us know if you have any images 
which you would like to submit for selection!

Naomi Davies is a genealogist as well as an artist. Of her 
artwork, she says: ‘I do quick bold sketches in ink, and then 
often complete with watercolours. I especially love to draw 
what I see when engaging in my other hobbies, such as drinking 
coffee and watching cycle racing.’ Bicycles are a common theme 
in much of Naomi’s work. ‘A bike is a beautiful object, and for 
me is the symbol of our amazing city. Cycling has always been 
very popular with my family, so I cheekily incorporated some 
family members into my Camcyle design.’ 

Roxana de Rond is a Cambridge-based illustrator. ‘I started 
by making cards as I found it easier to say what I wanted with 
a picture rather than in words. I love illustrating things that are 
everyday but special, like walking the dog, coffee with a friend, 
or cycling on a sunny afternoon.’ Her work is often humorous 

and reflects aspects of Cambridge life. Roxana says: ‘I was very 
happy to submit a picture for this project. I love Cambridge 
scenes, and cycling is such a big part of Cambridge life. It is 
great that volunteers at Camcycle are championing safer paths 
for cyclists.’ 

Sam Motherwell has never owned a car and always uses 
a bicycle to get around Cambridge. He is very interested in 
promoting safer cycling. As well as working as a computer 
specialist doing chemistry research at the Cambridge 
Crystallographic Data Centre, Sam has maintained an active 
interest in art, and joined the Cambridge Drawing Society in 
1976. He says: ‘I work mostly in graphic style, with pen, ink 
and charcoal. I prefer to work on the spot, with very little 
amendment or “fiddling”. Sometimes I add colour by collage or 
pastel.’ He is a figurative artist, well-known for his drawings 
and prints of his local patch, Mill Road. 

Alex Prewett is a freelance illustrator and a recent graduate 
of Cambridge School of Art. He says ‘I create bold and fun work 
focusing on character design and storytelling.’ He combines his 
art career with working at Urban Larder on the Broadway, Mill 
Road, where he has been responsible for design. 
Cathy Parker
Naomi Davies www.naomidaviesart.co.uk 
Roxana de Rond www.roxanaillustrations.co.uk 
Sam Motherwell www.sammotherwell.weebly.com 
Alex Prewett www.alexprewett.co.uk 

Spread the word with Camcycle

 Naomi Davies “Rush Hour”  Roxana de Rond “Cycling Round”

 Sam Motherwell “King’s Parade”  Alex Prewett “Bumpy Cycle”
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I came to Cambridge a long time ago as 
a student and then stayed around as I 
like living here and it’s a good place for 

working in computer software. I brought 
a bike here with me and have carried on 
cycling ever since, as it is the obvious, 
practical and (mostly) pleasant way to 
get around Cambridge and the nearby 
area. We used to have a car too but it sat 
around only being used every few weeks 
which probably wasn’t very good for it, 
so now we have just bikes. I’m very much 
a practical cyclist, mostly wanting to be 
able to get around between home, work 
and other things, and so my bike often 
transports everything from panniers full 
of food for us (and the cats!) to rollerskis 
and poles when I head off to join my 
rollerski club. 

I first heard about Camcycle 15 years 
or so ago when I saw the newsletter 
for sale in Waterstones. I bought it and 
although I thought it was interesting and 
important, didn’t get round to actually 
joining until 2004 when I came across the 

Campaign stall at an event on Parker’s 
Piece. I signed up there and then, and 
ticked the box saying I could help deliver 
newsletters and I’ve been delivering a 
round ever since.

Volunteering obviously depends 
on how much time you have, but you 
shouldn’t be put off if you only have a 
little time now and again. I have helped 
marshal a few Reach Rides and joined 
our stall bike at a couple of events 
to chat to people about Camcycle’s 
campaigning. I don’t mind helping with 
events if we’re short of volunteers 
but I’m more a ‘helping quietly in the 
background’ person rather than being 
the public face. 

Something unrelated to cycling but 
actually quite similar which I’ve been 
involved in for many years is science 
fiction conventions. They, like Camcycle, 
represent a community of people 
essentially trying to keep something 
they value continuing and, whilst there is 
a committee with overall responsibility, 

they also need many other people’s 
help, both beforehand and on the day, 
doing all kinds of things to make it all 
run smoothly. I really enjoy being a part 
of that, seeing how the various parts fit 
together and then watching people enjoy 
the results of it all.

I became membership secretary in 
2014 when David Earl resigned to work 
on improving our membership systems. 
There was tons of new stuff to learn but 
David was, and continues to be, a super 
support. It feels great to know that the 
improvements we have made in the last 
two years have really made a difference 
to the efficient running of the campaign.

I’m happy that, in no small part thanks 
to Camcycle’s efforts, I can now cycle to 
the railway station after years of having 
to walk there because the cycle parking 
would be full. Our efforts to make this 
the best cycling provision that it can 
be still haven’t quite finished, as parts 
of that area are still a mess and every 
time I try to avoid the worst holes on my 
way home I hope that somewhere in the 
development plans is a commitment to 
resurface Station Road and that end of 
Tenison Road after most of the building 
work is done. What seem to be obviously 
sensible changes to Cambridge’s 
cycling infrastructure sometimes take a 
frustratingly long time to happen, and 
it’s very easy to feel a little depressed 
when finding yet another set of road 
works where cycle-only flows haven’t 
been considered at all. Having said that, 
I do believe things are getting better for 
cyclists here, and much more so than 
they would be without the Campaign’s 
involvement. Camcycle is key in ensuring 
we all have better cycle routes to use 
every day – roll on the Chisholm Trail! 

I’d encourage other people to get 
more involved in helping the Campaign, 
maybe starting with something easy 
like delivering newsletters or helping 
marshal the Reach Ride for a couple of 
hours. With more people helping with 
small things we can achieve even more. 
Whenever I see people out enjoying 
a bike ride, which in Cambridge is very 
often, it is a really great feeling knowing 
that I am helping to keep them pedalling. 
Sue Edwards

Me and my cycling journey
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Camcycle monthly meetings

The Campaign’s monthly general meeting is held in the Friends’ 
Meeting House, Jesus Lane on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Business starts at 8pm, with tea and coffee from 7.30pm. The 
agenda includes opportunities to discuss current issues and 
planning matters. All welcome. 

6 December: Camcycle Annual General Meeting. Brian Deegan 
of Transport for London will talk about London’s ‘Go Dutch’ 
approach and revisions of the London Cycle Design Standards.

3 January: tbc

seasonal social 

19 December 6.30pm at Thirsty Cambridge, 49 Chesterton 
Road CB4 1EN. 

stall bike events

3 December Mill Road Winter Fair.

10 December Mitcham’s and Merrier Christmas Market at 
Mitcham’s Corner. Cyclescape 253

Camcycle newsletter dates

Copy deadline: 1 January 2017. Members’ help with the 
newsletter, including writing articles, taking photos, providing 
reviews and laying out content, is always very welcome.

Newsletter distribution: week of 31 January. Camcycle 
members organise the newsletter distribution, putting into 
envelopes and then getting them delivered. More volunteers 
would be a great help. Please contact Lisa Woodburn (via 
contact@camcycle.org.uk).

Newsletter Team meeting: 13 February at 5.45pm in Grads 
Café on the 3rd floor of the University Centre, Mill Lane. All 
are welcome to attend this meeting where we discuss the most 
recent issue and plan the next one. Cyclescape 979.

Cambridge cycle rides

#CamRideHome rides start at 6pm on the last Friday of the 
month from outside The Mill pub on Mill Lane. See www.
benhaywardcycles.tumblr.com

CTC Cambridge holds up to six rides a week in the countryside 
around Cambridge. These range from short, leisurely-paced rides 
which last 2-3 hours on a Saturday morning, medium-length rides 
on a Sunday afternoon, to long rides on a Thursday or Sunday that 
last all day. All welcome. www.ctc-cambridge.org.uk 

Please Note

Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to decline to 
promote events or activities where helmets or high-visibility 
clothing are required or implied.

City and county council committees

Campaign members may be interested in attending Planning 
Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often include 
cycling and walking issues. Development Control Forum and 
Joint Development Control Committee meetings, which 
determine the Planning Applications relating to the major 
housing development proposals for the Cambridge sub-region. 
The Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee meetings 
often cover walking/cycling/transport issues.

Agendas are usually online about a week in advance www.
cambridge.gov.uk/democracy/. Please check the website 
in case meetings have been cancelled, or times or venues 
changed.

Cambridge City Joint Area Committee administered by 
Cambridgeshire County Council: no forthcoming meetings 
scheduled.

Development Control Forum: 7 December, 11 January, 16 
February; all at 10am in Committee Room 1 & 2 – The Guildhall, 
Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Development Plan scrutiny sub-committee: 6 December 
and 28 February at 4.30pm in Committee Room 1 & 2 – The 
Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

East Area Committee: 12 January and 6 April at 7pm in Cherry 
Trees Day Centre, St Matthew’s St, Cambridge CB1 2LT.

Greater Cambridge City Deal Executive Board: 8 December 
at 4pm in The Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ, 
25 January at 4pm at South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne 
CB23 6EA.

Greater Cambridge City Deal Joint Assembly: 1 December and 
18 January at 4pm in The Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge 
CB2 3QJ.

Joint Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes: 
on 14 December and 18 January at 10.30am in Committee 
Room 1 & 2 – The Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge CB2 
3QJ.

Joint strategic Transport and spatial Planning Group: no 
forthcoming meetings scheduled.

Members Cycling and Pedestrian steering Group: no 
forthcoming meetings scheduled.

North Area Committee: 15 December at 6.30pm in Chesterton 
Community College, Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3NY.

Planning Committee: 4 January and 1 February at 10am 
in Committee Room 1 & 2 – The Guildhall, Market Square, 
Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

south Area Committee: 16 January at 7pm in Cherry Hinton 
Village Leisure Centre, Colville Road, Cherry Hinton CB1 9EJ.

West Central Area Committee: 7 December at 7pm in Wesley 
Methodist Church, Christ’s Pieces, Cambridge CB1 1LG.
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Around 2-3% of children in the UK aged 5-15 cycled to school in 2014; 25% walked; 35% 
travelled by cars/vans, even though the average distance was only around 3 miles; travel for 
education contributed significantly to peak time traffic: about 29% of trips between 8-9am3

17% of professionals cycle 
more than twice a month,  
10% of manual workers do so2

In 2011, 3.9% of men and 
1.6% of women cycled to 
work in England and Wales

2-3%

17%3.9%

Who cycles to work or school?

In the Netherlands, around 49% of primary school children cycle to and from school, 37% walk and 
only 14% are brought and collected by car. In secondary school, the cycling share is even higher4 49%


