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Newsletter No.128

If you like what you see in this newsletter, add your
voice to those of our 1,200 members by joining the
Cambridge Cycling Campaign.

Membership costs are:

£3.50 Budget (no paper newsletter will normally be
provided)
£17.50 Individual
£22.50 Household
£100 Donor

For this, you get six newsletters a year, discounts at a
large number of bike shops, and you will be supporting
our work.

Join now on-line at: www.camcycle.org.uk/membership

Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up in 1995 to
voice the concerns of cyclists. We are not a cycling club,
but a voluntary organisation promoting cycling for
public benefit and representing the concerns of cyclists
in and around Cambridge.

Registered charity number 1138098

Our meetings, open to all, are on the first Tuesday of
each month, 7.30pm for 8pm until 10pm at the Friends’
Meeting House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge.

Elected Committee Members and Trustees 2015-2016

Chair (and Charity Chair) – Robin Heydon
Vice-Chair (and Charity Secretary) – Hester Wells
Treasurer (and Charity Treasurer) – (acting) Chris Dorling
Events Officer – Vacant
Liaison Officer – Martin Lucas-Smith
Membership Secretary – Sue Edwards
Newsletter Editor – Sarah Rodger
Planning Officer – Alistair Storer
Recruitment Officer – Tom McKeown
Schools and Outreach Officer – Vacant
Social Media Officer – Rose Eichenberger
Web Officer – Neil Spenley
Campaigners – Richard Burgess, Jim Chisholm, Monica
Frisch and John Hall

Contacting the Campaign

Campaign Officer – Roxanne De Beaux

Camcycle, The Bike Depot, 140 Cowley Road,
Cambridge CB4 0DL

(01223) 690718 www.camcycle.org.uk
contact@camcycle.org.uk Twitter: @camcycle
Facebook: CambridgeCyclingCampaign

This newsletter is printed on FSC approved paper by
Cambridge Copy Studio

Cover picture © Lucinda Price, www.lucindaprice.com
Twitter: @lucyfrog Facebook: Lucinda Price Photography

section

JH

  Outspoken Summer Party – see page 9

Ph
ot

o 
by

 B
ev

er
ly

 E
va

ns

www.camcycle.org.uk/membership


3  CAMCYCLE  October – November 2016

Camcycle has been busy campaigning
over the last couple of months but we
really need your support on the
Chisholm Trail.

Some people in Cambridge would
prefer the A14 to be widened to an
eight-lane monster with multilevel
stack interchanges rather than build a
bridge to carry six thousand people a
day over the river. Would you prefer
an idyllic cycle bridge with virtually no
impact, or a noisy, polluting, major
urban motorway, and increased traffic
congestion everywhere else?

Outspoken have moved to the
Cowley Road area and will create a
true cycling hub for the city, near the
new station and at the top end of the
Chisholm Trail; they obviously expect
that new bridge to be built. Visitors
from the Cycling Embassy toured our
existing cycling infrastructure:
wouldn’t it be good if the next time
they could easily travel from the north
of our city to the south on a pleasant,
safe and mainly off-road route?

Emmanuel Street improvements
are good news, as are locally grown
vegetables biked to your door, but we
still have lots of campaigning to do.
Improving junctions, and especially
roundabouts, will become critical to
the success of cycling in our lovely
city.

Finally, it’s getting darker earlier so
take some bike lights with you so you
don’t get caught out. They are avail-
able from all good bike shops. Why
not pop in and get yourself a spare set
just for good measure?
Robin Heydon

From the Chair

The City Deal is all about mode
change. It is about changing how
people move around the city, from

cars to cycles, or cycles to buses. But is
that even possible? Some people would
suggest that it is impossible to get people
out of their cars and onto their bikes.
Some people may even go a little further
suggesting that just because some
people walk to work or even cycle to
work they themselves can’t for lots and
lots of plausible sounding reasons.

Of course, most people don’t have just
a single way to get to work. Last week, I
rode my cycle, drove a car, and took a
taxi, and worked from home one day. So
if we are to understand modal share
changes, we have to have a higher
quality of questionnaire. Luckily, there is
a place that did that.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Specifically
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
They didn’t just ask how people travelled
to the university. They also asked what
alternative modes people used. So what
did they find?

Between 2008 and 2012, a time when
they expanded the cycle infrastructure
in the area, there was a statistically
significant decline in driving and a statis-
tically significant increase in bicycle
mode share. This suggests cycling
replaced car trips. But the details are
more nuanced than that.

For short trips, less than 2 miles, more
people cycled, fewer took the bus, and
the same number drove a car. Cycles
replaced buses over short distances.

For moderate trips, between 2 and 5
miles, car use declined, buses stayed
about the same (perhaps a small decline),
and cycle use increased. Cycles
competed successfully with cars very
well over moderate distances.

For long distances, over 5 miles, fewer
people drove a car, more used a bus, with
a small increase in those cycling. Over 10
miles, hardly anybody cycled, and most
of the transition was from cars to buses.
Buses competed successfully with cars
very well over longer distances.

But we should also consider the
secondary modes. People who rode a
bicycle most days switched to using
buses as their secondary mode. Those
who rode a bus most days, switched to

Milwaukee, Wisconsin and modal share changes
using a car as their secondary mode.
People who drove a car used a bus as
their secondary mode.

My conclusions from this are that if
we are to reduce car use, we have to
make walking and cycling the best way
of moving around up to 5 miles, and
make buses the best way of travelling
over 5 miles.

But is there something deeper here.
Do we need to completely rethink the
bus networks? If buses are best for the
longer distances, then perhaps the bus
stops should be less frequent, with better
walking and cycling routes to those bus
stops.

Perhaps this study also indicates that
we really need two types of bus routes:
frequent, high-speed, longer-distance
routes that can better compete with the
car; and less frequent local  routes that
provide coverage for people who can’t
drive, or who can’t walk or cycle to the
nearest frequent bus stop. Trains don’t
stop every 400 metres, so why should
buses?

Of course, if we go down that route,
then we’d need better cycle infrastruc-
ture to and at those bus stops. Just a
thought…
Robin Heydon

www.camcycle.org.uk/membership
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Consultations

Albert House,Young Street, Cambridge
Cambridgeshire, CB1 2LZ
16/1243/FUL - Proposed mixed-use
building incorporating a commercial unit
at ground floor to be used for A1, A2,
B1(a) and D1 (in the alternative) and six
residential apartments comprising two
2xbed units, three 1xbed units and one
studio unit including associated cycle
and bin storage provision.

We objected on the grounds that
cycle parking provision, as far as could
be ascertained from the low quality
plans, was of poor quality and low secu-
rity. The proposed retail unit provided
no cycle parking for either staff or

customers. Cycle parking provision on
the street is non-existent.

We urged developers to provide more
than the bare minimum for residents'
cycle parking and provide space for
non-standard cycles such as cargo bikes,
trikes and trailers. We suggested that
secure parking should be provided for
the retail staff and proposed that  devel-
opers provide funds for the installation
of on-street cycle racks for customers.
We referred to our guide to cycle
parking and offered to provide advice
and look over plans before they are
submitted again.
www.camcycle.org.uk/resources/cycle
parking/guide/
Cyclescape thread 2697

Planning applications

Colliers Lane/Quy Road, Cambridge-
shire, CB25 9DJ
S/0133/16/CC - Proposed construction
of 1595m of shared path 2.5m wide bet-
ween Stow Cum Quy and Lode.

Camcycle supports the concept of this
long-awaited cycle route. However,
there are a number of weaknesses in the
cycle path’s design. In particular, the
2.5m shared-space width is insufficient
to be shared with people walking and
riding horses, and there are dangerous
crossings over 40mph roads at each end.
Cyclescape thread 2731

Revised taxi licensing policy
The current taxi licensing policy has been
in effect since October 2011 and runs for
a maximum of five years. Camcycle took
the opportunity of the city council consul-
tation on a revised draft policy to make
recommendations for improved driver
training, follow-up to complaints and
updating driver knowledge on new road
signage and regulations.

We proposed the requirement for all
drivers to complete a JAUPT-approved
certified Safe Urban Driving course which
are specifically designed to increase aware-
ness of vulnerable road users.

We also  suggested that if a driver is
identified in a complaint, and if the coun-
cil's licensing and enforcement team is
reasonably confident that the complaint is

Two-way cycling in one-way streets
Camcycle responded in favour of the
county council’s proposals to allow two-
way cycling in one-way streets in
Romsey, Petersfield, Newtown and on
New Square. This will mean cycling
around these areas will be more conven-
ient and accessible and will help cyclists
find routes away from busy roads.
We suggested that Blossom Street and
Norfolk Terrace should also be included.
They carry very little traffic and would
complete all of the one-way streets in
Romsey and Petersfield.
Cyclescape thread 1332

not spurious - yet not serious enough to
warrant confiscation of licence - then that
driver should at least be required to
complete a Safe Urban Driving course
within six weeks or else lose his or her
licence.

In addition to the DVSA taxi driving
assessment test, we proposed an additional
knowledge test about the sections of the
Highway Code relevant to driving in the
presence of people cycling and walking,
and in our response highlighted the rele-
vant rules.

We also encouraged all drivers to learn
about any new and relevant regulations,
such as those for the parallel cycle and
pedestrian Zebra crossings that are now
being installed in Cambridge.
Cyclescape thread 2557

Current Campaigns
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City Deal
A1307, Three Campuses to Cambridge
Camcycle responded to first stage of the
A1307 Three Campuses consultation
with recommendations for off-highway
options on both sides of Granta Park.
The A1307 is an unpleasant corridor for
unprotected, vulnerable road users.  An
off-highway route will be safer than the
proposed option of a separate path
running alongside the A1307 and will
also promote inter-village cycling and
walking. We recommended that the
paved cycle route be at least 3.0m wide,
rising to 3.5m or wider where significant
flows of people walking are expected.
The dismantled railway offers the best
alignment for a new off-highway cycling
and walking route and can be integrated
with existing plans to extend the
National Cycle Network route 11 south
along the railway corridor through Shel-
ford. From there, the dismantled railway
alignment passes by Stapleford and
Sawston and connects with the Sawston
Road path to Babraham.  The path could
rejoin the dismantled railway just south-
east of Granta Park and follow it
through Linton and Bartlow until
reaching the existing shared-use path in
Haverhill. We suggested that a path

Also
Histon and Impington cycle parking
In response to the Histon and
Impington parish council’s request for
suggested locations for additional
cycle parking we provided a list of 11
possible locations and referred to our
cycle parking design standards for
further guidance.
Cyclescape thread 2708

Histon and Impington Highways
Project 2017/2018
Histon and Impington Parish Council
Highways Committee asked for sugges-
tions for inclusion in 2017/18 Local
Highways Improvement (LHI) Initiative.
Camcycle's proposals include mode
filtering along parts of Station Road,
widening of pavement/cyclepath on
B1049 between the Holiday Inn and the
junction with Cambridge Road, formal-
ising the cycle turn between New Road
onto the Guided Busway and narrowing
the geometry of the junction of Villa
Road, The Crescent and Cambridge
Road to reduce car speeds and so make
it safer for use by cyclists.
Cyclescape thread 2728

Crossing of Histon Road postponed
Camcycle have been informed of a
serious delay to the construction of a
crossing over Histon Road by the
Borrowdale cycle and pedestrian cut-
through to Histon Road. There is a well-
established ‘desire line’  to cross at this
point as it is between two bus stops plus
the cut-through is the only path be-
tween Gilbert Road and Roseford Road
to Arbury on which cycling is permitted.

The Local Highways Improvement
Board approved funding for this and it
was scheduled to be operational in 2016.
However residents have been told that
the crossing will now be part of the City
Deal improvements, the decision on
which will not be taken for two years and
not implemented for five years. We are
joining with a group of residents calling
for a provisional crossing until then.
Cyclescape thread 1810

running alongside the River Granta as
it passes underneath the A11 might be
a feasible alternative to replacing the
existing footbridge. This would also
link easily and directly into Granta
Park and conveniently to Abington.
Looking east, the path could rejoin the
dismantled railway just southeast of
Granta Park and follow it through
Linton and Bartlow until reaching the
existing shared-use path in Haverhill.
Cyclescape thread 1941

Queen Edith’s Way
We broadly supported this scheme
but produced a comprehensive
response with many suggestions. For
the section west of the Fendon Road
roundabout we proposed forming a
segregated cycle lane that is protected
from the carriageway by a line of trees.
We welcomed the proposal to
modernise the Fendon Road rounda-
bout, as it is one of the top collision
hot-spots in the city, and supported
the concept of an orbital, separate
cycle lane with priority over the arms.
The design must be further improved,

however, by adopting the practices
found in the Dutch CROW-25 design
manual for cycle infrastructure (please
see pages 14 & 15).  East of the rounda-
bout is the narrowest section of Queen
Edith’s Way. Because the width
becomes so tightly constrained as you
follow the road east, we have settled on
tentative support for the county's
proposed concept of a 5.0m carriage-
way flanked by 2.0m advisory cycle
lanes, with space for pavements and
verges. However we emphasised the
importance of making the advisory cycle
lanes look different from the carriage-
way, rather than appearing to widen the
road.
Cyclescape thread 1361

Milton Road and Histon Road Local
Liaison Forums (LLF)
Camcycle representatives attended two
Histon Road LLFs at both of which the
local residents came out strongly against
the idea of using compulsory purchase
orders to take the front gardens of
people's homes for a bus lane. They would
like to see more emphasis placed on
preserving or planting trees and green

 Continued at foot of page 8

Cowley Road cycle access to the
Science Park station
Cambs County Council cycling team
asked Camcycle to provide our recom-
mendation on whether cycle access
from Cowley Road to the Science Park
station should be segregated or
shared-use. Good design can prevent
conflict between people walking and
cycling. As we anticipate this will be a
busy route we may recommend segre-
gation. There are plans for a Camcycle
site visit.  Cyclescape thread 1134
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Progress on the Chisholm Trail

Please write to Cambridgeshire County Council
supporting the planning applications for both the Abbey-
Chesterton foot/cycle bridge and Phase One of the

Chisholm Trail. A small number of people are being very vocal
in their opposition to aspects of these applications and have
submitted a formal petition so it is important that those who
support sustainable transport and want improved access to
our valuable green spaces also make their views known.

You can comment online on the applications. Go to the
county council's website and search for planning applications
ref C/5005/16/CC (the bridge) and C/5007/16/CC (Phase
One of the Chisholm Trail). When you find the correct appli-
cation, look for ‘Comment on this application’ at the end of the
box containing the application details. Or you can email
planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

Please see: www.camcycle.org.uk/chisholmtrail for infor-
mation about the proposals and their benefits including our
formal letter in support, and www.camcycle.org.uk/action for
our suggestions of key points to raise. On Cyclescape, thread
2635 has members' discussions of the Chisholm Trail planning
application and thread 2663 has details of the Local Liaison
Forum held on 5 September.

At the time of writing a Development Control Forum is
scheduled for Monday 10 October with a decision being made
on both the bridge and the Trail at the meeting of the Joint
Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes on 16
November.  Both of these meetings  are open to the public and
we encourage Camcycle members to attend. Please see our
Campaign Diary for details and keep an eye on our weekly
updates for further information.

Phase One planning application explained

A significant part of the ‘Phase One’ plan is a 3.5m-wide
surfaced shared-use path from the bridge as far as Coldham’s
Lane, with the major construction being an underpass beneath
Newmarket Road near the Leper Chapel.

The best and easiest way to understand the plan and detail
of this route is in the ‘Design and Access Statement’ submitted
as part of the planning application, from which the following
plan extracts were obtained. We urge you to study this when
you write to support the application. This can be found on the
county council's website, as with making online comments
search for C/5007/16/CC. Alternatively see www.camcycle/
action.

The first part will be a new path along the margin of Ditton
Meadows next to the railway embankment, then curving away
from Coldham’s Brook to meet the old Barnwell railway siding.
The bridge on this old siding will be used to cross Coldham’s
Brook but with one branch of the path following the siding
back to reach the existing path to Ditton Meadows. The main
path will continue along the edge of the pastures owned by
Cambridge Past Present and Future (CPPF) to Newmarket
Road.

Landscaping and mitigation will be considerable in this area,
with Barnwell Wood (a wedge of land between the old sidings
and the existing rail line, a hectare or so in area) being managed
for the benefit of nature.

In addition, although CPPF had concerns about the early
proposals, it will be possible to improve the access and
environment around the Leper Chapel to the significant
advantage of CPPF, who are now supportive, subject to certain
conditions.

1

3

6

4

1

- your support is needed

Key to map extracts
from Phase 1 plan-
ning document
‘Design and Access
Statement’. Extracts
numbered to match
source maps.

mailto:planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
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I’d always had dreams of a link beneath Newmarket Road
leading to an eventual link all the way along the rail corridor
without a single major road crossing. The proposed subway is
expensive but so valuable and it is only the City Deal that can
finance such an undertaking. This will be 5m wide and will have
an open and direct aspect at each end, sloping gradually down
towards the lake, and giving a far more pleasant and far safer

alternative to the adjacent Toucan crossing.  The improved
access to the Leper Chapel will be significant: I know of people
for whom disabled and wheelchair access will be extremely
welcome. The current proposal is to minimise disruption by
constructing the complete subway on the land to the south of
Newmarket Road and then, over a long weekend, rolling it into
place using the sort of arrangement often used to replace
railway bridges.

Although the rough piece of land adjacent to Newmarket
Road, the railway and Barnwell Lake is part of the green belt,
there should be an opportunity for a small café (and loos).
Compared with the huge P&R sites built on green belt sites,
and the fact that this site is almost surrounded by the ‘Sheds’
of Newmarket Road, a recycling yard and the football ground,
this would give many advantages on a small parcel of land that
very few even realise exists! Not only would it provide a focus
for leisure trips on foot or bike on the Chisholm Trail, but
provide useful facilities for those enjoying Coldham’s Common
and Ditton Meadows, without impinging on the valuable
habitats. It would also give some much-needed and almost

 6 
4

3

Continued overleaf

mailto:planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
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essential facilities within a very short walk of the Leper Chapel,
enabling CPPF to run more events there.

The next section over Coldham’s Common, a path which is
narrow but asphalted, will need to be widened to 3.5m to cope
with increased flows on foot and bike. As this area is a
registered Common such a change will require the county to
make a ‘Section 38’ application under the Commons Act 2006
to the national ‘Planning Inspectorate’ in Bristol. The route will
be slightly realigned in a couple of places to give better
visibility and, to help mitigate the extra hard surface on the
narrow sections over the common, the very wide section near
Coldham’s Lane will be reduced to the standard 3.5m.

Demand forecasting
So I’ve described the route, but what sort of flows of people
do the consultants expect in the long term? The ‘Demand
Forecasting’ report by Atkins, which accompanies the plan-
ning application, is complex, dealing with the whole Trail,
including from the Northern Guided Busway, the bridge and
as far as the Guided Busway south of the station. It also
covers trips generated by future developments such as Wing,
expansions at the Cambridge Biomedical Campus and the
Northern Fringe (East). It suggests current developments will
result in some 1,700 trips each day by bike and a further 500
on foot on the middle section, which includes Coldham’s
Common, with higher numbers near the new river bridge.
Once all proposed developments listed above are complete
these could double!

Section 5 states that modelling also excludes leisure and
school trips that become viable because of the Trail! These will
not be insignificant.

There are some 40 pages of this documentation, and I noted
that in the ‘sensitivity analysis’ flows could be some 20%
higher, but that the ‘speed’ of those cycling seemed to have
little effect?

We need to take care with use of the word ‘speed’. This
route will be attractive to users not because you could cycle
fast, but because once the route is complete there will, unlike
with a motor or bus trip, be few interruptions to journey time,
which also will be ‘predictable’.

If you can cycle at 15kph, a 5km trip on the route should
take little over 20mins and would not vary much in time from
day to day. An existing bike trip through town with all those
stops and starts would take more time and use much more
energy. Bus or car will never beat the peak-time reliability of
cycle trips on the Chisholm Trail!

Because this forecasting seems to exclude many ‘non work’
trips, and to ignore the effects that the reliability of trip time
can have on modal split, I’ll be surprised if we don’t exceed
even the higher predictions of flows for both those on bike
and on foot within ten years of full opening of the route.

Protecting the flora and fauna?
The strongest objections about these proposals have come
from those wishing to protect the environment (definitely
with a small ‘e’). Long ago I was a volunteer helping restore the
derelict Basingstoke Canal. Strong concerns were expressed
about ‘damage’ to the environment and ‘power’ boats. Now

some 40 years later much of it is a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (notified by Natural England for its extremely diverse
aquatic flora, including five nationally scarce species) and its
associated habitats have been enhanced, with the creation of
a wonderful linear park some 32 miles long.

Construction here will make a short-term mess, but it will
also give a golden opportunity to improve and enhance
habitats, one which will certainly be taken. Scrub will be cleared
to support grassland habitat and native species hedges planted.

Although the public will not have access to the ‘pastures’
on CPPF land, the new path will provide vital access, allowing
for grazing and correct ecological management of the habitat
and there will be other mitigation measures that will enhance
the whole area. Ecological and landscape surveys have been
carried out and tree protection plans and planting schedules
prepared. These are all vital to ensuring that construction is
carried out as sensitively as possible and that all mitigation
measures are the most appropriate to enhance the area.
Wetland areas will also be created as part of a flood compen-
sation scheme.

It seems that this scheme has been like a red rag to a bull
for some people. I’ve even heard that some see this scheme as
an excuse for a Guided Busway over both Ditton Meadows
and Coldham’s Common at a later date! It should be obvious
that the opposite is true. This path takes the only possible line
in this area. If plans come forward to dig up the Chisholm Trail
and replace it by a Guided Busway, I'll be the first to the
barricades!

The Chisholm Trail is important
Getting planning approval for this will result in a massive
improvement in accessibility for those on foot or bike, at less
expense to the local environment than those few people
opposing the scheme are trying to scare people into believing.

Without the route many of those predicted 6,000 users will
need to drive or take a bus. You NEED to help by writing to
your local councillor in support NOW!
Jim Chisholm

verges. Several people, including Councillor Hipkin, pointed out
that the other measures (such as congestion control points and
parking controls) being taken in the city would significantly
reduce the number of cars on Histon Road, making the bus lane
completely superfluous. Separate cycle lanes could be provided
with a green buffer from motor traffic, vastly improving safety
and comfort on the sections of the road north of Gilbert Road.
The design workshops which will feed into Histon Road and
Milton Road LLFs remain closed to the public. Those for Histon
Road were to have commenced on the week beginning
19 September but have been postponed. Camcycle have been
invited to attend the series of Milton Road workshops, beginning
20 September. Attendees and members of both of the forums
have raised concerns over the restrictive rules and lack of trans-
parency around the schedule for the workshops.
Cyclescape thread 2662

Continued from page 5
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Outspoken’s summer party
17 August 2016

Outspoken Cycles invited the Cambridge cycling community
to join them in celebrating their recent move to their new,
larger premises on Cowley Road, aptly named ‘The Bike
Depot’.

Guests were entertained by a cycle-powered sound system,
took part in sprint challenges on a pair of static bikes and had
fun with bike-powered slot car racing. Unusual cycles - like the
Circe Cycles’ reclined tandem Morphius and a seat-less ‘Half-
bike’ - were available to test ride and You Can Bike Too were
there showing off their fantastic, all-ability cycles.

Outspoken’s mechanics were on-hand providing a ‘Dr Bike’
repair service for partygoers’ cycles. Even the food and drink
was cycle-powered! Bikes to blend smoothies and grind coffee
beans, and ice creams from Jack's Gelato’s cargo-trike.
BlackBar Brewery had arrived early, towing their very tasty
beer.

Since moving premises in May we’ve been busy developing
our new home on Cowley Road into a cycling resource centre,
or Bike Depot. To celebrate its opening we threw a bike-
themed party where members of the cycling community
gathered for an evening of food, drinks and cycling chat.

Our new home is considerably bigger than our last premises
and, apart from housing our cycling businesses - cycle logistics,
training, events and bike maintenance - we aim to create a
space where the cycling community can come to find out more
about what’s happening in and around our lovely city.

We’re particularly interested in welcoming anyone new to
cycling and hope to help them access all the services they need,
from suggesting particular bike shops to letting them know
about the many varied cycle rides going on. We’ve got lots of
ideas, from cycle cinemas to evening talks. Please do let us
know your thoughts on how we could best use the space.

Among the new services we shall be offering will be bike
hire including ebikes, tandems and trikes, a cycle workshop
and a bigger mix of maintenance training including the option
to Fix Your Own Bike under the guidance of a qualified
mechanic. All this will of course complement our existing
services. We’d love to welcome you here so do please come
and say hi and give us your feedback!

We also have an amazing new coffee trike: you can cycle it
to wherever you want - no electricity needed to make the
coffee of course. Park up, flick the clutch and next minute
those great cycling legs are grinding the beans and pumping
the water. It’s an ingenious design that we’ll be taking to events
around Cambridge and beyond. Thanks to Hot Numbers' great
beans, our coffee is remarkably good too. Although the coffee
bike will be out at events most of the time, we’re hoping to
offer refreshments from the Bike Depot soon so you can relax
while your bike is being serviced or mull over all the cycling
information that’s on offer.

Our thanks to everyone who came along to the party for
making it such an enjoyable evening; we hope to see you again
soon.
Rob King  .

Camcycle members were well represented, and made the
most of the entertainment whilst showing off our new banner
and chatting with party guests about our work. As well as
providing offices for each of Outspoken’s business arms and
office space available to sublet, the Bike Depot will also act as
a cycling resource centre with information available from the
council, You Can Bike Too and ourselves. It is a very exciting
prospect that a hub of cycling organisations may form at the
Bike Depot, supporting and promoting Cambridge’s cycling
culture.
Tom McKeown  .
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Greater Cambridge City Deal
5 July 2016

At our July monthly meeting Councillor Noel Kavanagh, who
is on the City Deal Assembly, and Bob Menzies, Service
Director of Strategy and Development at Cambridgeshire
County Council, explained the City Deal vision and objectives.

Councillor Kavanagh began by saying that councillors are in
favour of cycling provision and have approved a lot of funding
for cycling projects, including £550,000 on the A10 cycleway.

Bob Menzies then provided more detail about the City
Deal, which includes more than just transport policy and
infrastructure delivery. Its primary role is to help secure
future economic growth and quality of life in the Greater
Cambridge city region. He explained that this includes signifi-
cant yet sustainable, well-managed growth, with plans for
33,500 new homes and 44,000 new jobs by 2031. The popu-
lation of Cambridge is expected to grow from 296,000 to
350,000 between 2016 and 2031. This level of growth
means 30% more journeys into Cambridge, hence the need
for significant new infrastructure.

He explained that the vision was for more cycling, walking
and travel planning and that there are a number of transport
schemes in tranche 1, including the Chisholm Trail. He
outlined the eight-point plan to reduce congestion, which
includes peak-time congestion control points, with bus gates
and number plate recognition. They are doing lots of model-
ling to see the effects of different options for control points.
These will be trialled. Plans also include a workplace parking
levy.

Following the presentations, questions covered various
aspects including on-street parking, residents' parking, cycle
parking and the need for joined-up thinking.
Monica Frisch
Cyclescape thread 608   www.gccitydeal.co.uk

Guerrilla Groundsman
2 August 2016

At our August monthly meeting we welcomed the Guerrilla
Groundsman to talk to us about his 'random acts of tidying' in
Cambridge. He spoke about the projects he has been doing
around Cambridge for the last year and a half, repairing and
improving the public realm.
Examples given included:
● repairing and repainting signage, including the ‘No Motor

Vehicles’ sign at the bottom of the Elizabeth Way bridge
which was no longer readable

● cutting back overgrown shrubbery, including at the Mere
Way Underpass, revealing the path that had been almost
entirely covered

● replacing missing slats on a bench outside the Botanic
Garden

● painting over graffiti on the utilities cabinet in Milton Road
underpass, and digging up weeds and planting new bee-
friendly plants in the underpass

● repainting damaged stripes on the Sustrans DNA
cycleway, using a print-out of the BRCA2 genome to fill in
gaps where colours had entirely disappeared!
The emphasis has been on small-scale projects which are

likely to be beneath the radar of the councils to fix. It has
been a learning process: some repairs have not lasted, some
plants have not become established, and matching wood
stain and paint to existing worn surfaces has been a chal-
lenge. However, we appreciate his efforts and thank Guer-
rilla Groundsman both for his time to improve the city, and
for attending our meeting to talk to us
Hester Wells
www.guerrillagroundsman.wordpress.com/

Cycling Embassy of Great Britain's AGM
16 and 17 July 2016

The Cycling Embassy of Great Britain is a national umbrella
organisation with which we are affiliated. In their own
words: ‘We at the Cycling Embassy of Great
Britain want to see an end to cycling being
pushed to the margins; we want to see a
network of direct, well-designed, separated
cycle routes that are safe even for young chil-
dren to use.’

Camcycle hosted the AGM which is held at a
different location each year.  A key part of these
weekends is always an infrastructure tour, so that
cycle campaigners from around the country can see at first
hand what works, what doesn't, and how different cities have

solved common problems. In Cambridge tour attractions
included the Guided Busway, Hills Road, West Cambridge,
Riverside, contraflow cycling and filtered permeability, as well
as cycle parking at the station, at the Grand Arcade and at the

pub as we discussed what we had seen long into the evening.
Our fixed location for the weekend was Ross
Street Community Centre where the weekend

opened with an introduction by Cambridge MP
Daniel Zeichner in his capacity as Shadow
Transport Minister. Later in the day Aidan van
de Weyer talked about the history,  successes
and aims of the A10 Cycling Campaign.

The rest of the weekend was taken up with
discussions between campaigners about how the

Embassy can help local campaigns with resources,
and how the Embassy can work with other national organ-

isations.
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Histon & Impington Feast Market
9 July 2016

I took the stall bike to the Histon & Impington Feast Market.
It was a smaller event than last year, and without the road
closure - which only happens on alternate years - it was
confined to the village green. The market was entirely during
the morning. Fortunately Histon is my home patch so I had
collected the stall bike the previous evening and stored it in
my own garage overnight.

The event started quietly - not too great a surprise for 9am
on a Saturday. However, the crowds soon braved the scattered
showers to come and enjoy the Feast Market. It was not long
before I had had a number of positive conversations with
people keen to see improvements for cycling - especially with
respect to the City Deal changes on Histon Road, the villages'
most direct, yet largely unpleasant, cycle route into central
Cambridge. I’d soon signed up a number of new members, with
others preferring to take details away to sign up online.

The stalls are a great opportunity to volunteer for the
Campaign. They are a positive and enjoyable experience,
sharing what the Campaign has achieved and is currently
working toward. For example, it was wonderful to see the

reaction of a commuter, struggling with his ride to Adden-
brooke’s, on hearing for the first time about the Chisholm Trail
and the opportunity for a stress free route it will create. Please
get in touch if you’d be interested in helping out with our stall,
or if there in an event in your local patch that we could be
attending.
Tom McKeown
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This year our AGM will be on Tuesday 6 December at the
Friends’ Meeting House. The AGM will start at 8pm but
please join us from 7.15pm for tea, coffee and

networking.

This year we will have a special Dutch theme with a guest
speaker who will share with us their transport expertise and
knowledge from the world’s number-one country for cycling.
Please keep an eye out for more information in our weekly
updates and online.

Formal AGM business and elections
Following our guest speaker’s talk we will complete the formal
business of the AGM, including elections to the Board of
Trustees. There are currently no motions submitted for the
AGM. Any motions must be received by the Chair via our
usual contact details by Monday 21 November.

All Campaign members who are present at the AGM can
vote in the election of the Board of Trustees (the committee)
of the Charity for 2017. All trustee positions will be up for
election and those standing will have the opportunity to make
a short statement at the AGM.

Nominations
Nominations for the Board of Trustees must be received by
Monday 21 November. Our rules require that nominees must
have a proposer (a Campaign member) who will sign a note of
support that will be received by an existing trustee by that
date. We ask all nominees to provide a short statement or
biography to explain why they are a suitable candidate for
their chosen role.

We welcome new nominees to have a meeting before the
AGM with existing trustees or our employee to learn more
about being a trustee. We are also planning a trustee workshop
and training session early in 2017.

The nomination form and information about joining the
Board of Trustees can found online at: www.camcycle.org.uk/
about/charity/boardoftrustees/

About the trustee positions
We welcome a diversity of trustees including new members.
This is an excellent opportunity to become more involved in
the Campaign and to develop your own skills while making a
real difference to the local quality of life for all.

On behalf of members, the trustees set the strategic
direction and priorities for the Campaign. Trustees also assist

Camcycle AGM announcement
with managing our employee, ensuring consultation responses
align with Camcycle policy, representing Camcycle at public
and stakeholder meetings, and administering aspects of the
Campaign, all depending on the time they can spare.

Camcycle is continuing with a number of exciting initiatives
to grow our organisation and ensure we can sustain the
employment of our cycling campaign officer.

Our big focus in 2017 will be writing and distributing our
policy documents, fundraising and implementation of our
business sponsorship package. If you have a particular interest
in these areas, then please get in touch.

Chair
The Chair acts as the ‘figurehead’ of the Campaign. Their
role is to drive forward our strategy, both in terms of
campaigning and our structures. Working with the other
trustees, the Chair will make sure that the Campaign puts
forward the best possible approach for improving cycling
in Cambridge and ensure that we have the organisational
capability to deliver this.

Secretary (Vice-Chair)
The Secretary is responsible for ensuring we meet our legal
obligations such as reporting to the Charity Commission,
including preparation and submission of our annual report.
They also work on our organisational policies (as opposed to
campaigning policies) to ensure we are compliant with various
requirements. It's also part of the Secretary's role to reach out
to new constituencies and build alliances, ensure that sub-
groups work effectively, seek to increase involvement of
members in our campaigning, and maintain the non-party-
political status of the Campaign.

Treasurer
The Treasurer is responsible for monitoring and reporting on
our finances and ensuring they are properly managed. The
role also entails some bookkeeping work and raising invoices
as well as tasks related to the Campaign's charitable status,
such as liaising with HMRC to reclaim Gift Aid, completing a
tax return and contributing a financial statement to the
trustees' annual report to the Charity Commission. We have
worked hard in 2016 to rationalise the tasks required of the
Treasurer and to create a finance team to help with the work
including payroll, newsletter advertising and bookkeeping
activities.

The 2017 financial year will be our first using new cloud-
based accounting software Xero which builds on the 2016
introduction of our new cloud-based membership system.

New role – Fundraising Officer
We are introducing a new fundraising role to the Board of
Trustees. As we work to sustain an employee long term, it is
important that we maintain a level of fundraising from
membership, donations and grants. The Fundraising Officer
will work with our employee to build networks for sponsor-

Key Details
● AGM to be held 8pm, 6 December, Friends' Meeting

House
● Special Dutch theme and guest speaker
● Nominations to Board of Trustees close 21 November
● New Trustee position ‘Fundraising Officer’

Find out more at: www.camcycle.org.uk/AGM2016
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ship, apply for grants and determine fundraising strategies for
the Campaign.

Other trustee positions
The responsibilities of most trustee roles are flexible and can
be altered to suit the interests and skills of volunteers. Up to
now the following positions have evolved.  You can read more
about these online.
● Membership Secretary
● Liaison Officer
● Planning Officer
● Newsletter Editor
● Events Officer
● Recruitment Officer
● Web Officer
● Press and Social Media Officer
● Schools and Student Outreach Officer
● General Campaigner (three posts. In addition, any position

named in this list for which no candidate is nominated will
become a General Campaigner post.)

The General Campaigner posts are a great starting point for
those new to the committee.

Trustee/committee structure proposals
One of the things the committee will be looking at in the next
year is whether and how to separate the trustees from the
committee.

The purpose of the trustees is to run the charity, which
requires different knowledge and responsibilities from cam-
paigning. The current committee leads on both campaigning
and management of the charity, which can lead to split
priorities and the exclusion of willing volunteers with skills or
interests which align with only one of these.

We will open up discussion of this proposal in our January
monthly meeting.
Hester Wells, Charity Secretary
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Making roundabouts safe for walking and cycling

The Queen Edith’s Way scheme has brought the topic of
roundabouts once again to the fore. The existing round-
about at the junction with Fendon Road has a dismal

safety record with at least 21 recorded crashes involving
cyclists in less than 10 years. The county council is rightly
looking to replace it with something better, but whilst their
current proposal is on the right track, it needs refinement to
bring it up to the latest standards for walking and cycling
safety. It makes sense for our resources to be focused on
replacing dangerous roundabouts and junctions with safer
designs, because these are the places where most injuries
occur.

Roundabouts can have many safety and capacity advantages
over standard crossing junctions, but only when designed
correctly. Otherwise, there are only two unsatisfactory ways
to cycle around the typical poorly-provisioned roundabout: (1)
take the lane and move like a car (but not everyone is up to
this) or (2) go to the outside and follow the walking route (but
this is very awkward and unnatural). The halfway approach of
trying to cycle along the edge of the carriageway is commonly
seen but is very unsafe because of the high risk of passing cars
cutting you up.

Thankfully, a better design exists that is both safe for people
travelling in every mode and sensible for those people who are
cycling: a walking/cycling-priority single-lane roundabout
commonly found in the Netherlands.

The design of these roundabouts hinges upon the provision
of a new type of crossing: the parallel walking- and cycling-
priority crossing. Up until earlier this year, British road regula-
tions did not permit the installation of a Zebra crossing
immediately adjacent to a cycle-priority crossing. Thankfully
that bureaucratic snafu has now been resolved.

The first parallel walking/cycling-priority crossing in Cam-
bridge has already appeared, on Huntingdon Road (above), and
more are to come. Walking/cycling-priority roundabouts have
these new crossings on each arm, meaning that motor traffic
must give way to people who are walking and cycling.

The page opposite shows a diagram of one arm of a
walking/cycling-priority roundabout. Several crucial yet subtle
features enhance the predictability and safety of this junction:
● All modes are separated spatially, with clearly defined,

formal crossings where they must intersect.

● The roundabout is designed to bring motor traffic speeds
under 20mph. Design features which help achieve this
include a single lane for circulation, narrow and well-delim-
ited entry and exit points, splitter islands at each arm,
sharper turning movements into and out of circulation, and
an outward camber of the carriageway. It is especially
important that the exits be kept single lane and narrow, so
that cars approach the crossings one by one and at low
speed.

● The parallel walking/cycling-priority crossings are set back
at least a full car length outside the main carriageway.
Entering drivers can first devote their full attention
towards safely navigating past people walking and cycling,
and then move on to looking for a safe gap in the rounda-
bout flow. Exiting drivers have space to turn and fully face
the crossings, with full visibility, while not blocking vehicles
still circulating around the roundabout behind them. The
setback space can be used for pleasant plantings and soft
landscaping, so long as they do not obstruct important
sightlines.

● Clear lines of visibility exist between people walking,
cycling, and driving at the crossings.

● Last but not least, each cycleway exit from the orbital cycle
lane splits off as soon as possible. This is no mere conven-
ience: it is a vital design point for predictable interaction
between people cycling and driving, and also makes the
crossings easier to navigate for people with disabilities.

Some kind souls in Purmerend, a city in the Netherlands,
have set up a popular webcam looking over a walking/cycling-
priority roundabout in their city, at the website: rotondecam.nl.
While you’ll have to excuse their anticlockwise flow, you will
have a chance to observe in action the features that I have
written about. Mark Wagenbuur has also written an article and
produced a video demonstrating the safety features of the
walking/cycling-priority roundabout, seen at
bicycledutch.wordpress.com/2015/10/13/explaining-the-
dutch-roundabout-abroad.

In a properly designed walking/cycling-priority roundabout, both
driving and cycling safely feel natural, because the infrastructure
makes it easy to do the right thing. These roundabouts can be
installed even when the connecting streets lack separate cycle lanes,
by using transitional lanes between old and new.
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Can driver–priority roundabouts be
made safe?
Driver-priority roundabouts are not recommended in cities
and towns where many people will be walking and cycling;
however it is possible to make them safer with some changes.
A safe driver-priority roundabout requires that the crossings
be placed much further outside the roundabout: at least two
car lengths, if not more. Single-lane exits are still essential, as
is speed reduction. Splitter islands with sufficient refuge space
are absolutely mandatory. All of these features make it
possible for people walking and cycling to judge whether or
not it is safe to cross.

However, there are two main problems: firstly, it requires
much more land to lay out all these features properly; secondly,
and more importantly, driver-priority roundabouts are
extremely difficult for people with visual impairments to walk
around. Someone who is unable to see relies upon the assist-
ance provided by a formal crossing. The walking/cycling-
-priority roundabouts have formal Zebra crossings on all their
arms, across both cycle and carriageway lanes, making them
much easier for people to use on foot. If we want people to
walk and cycle more, then we must give their infrastructure
priority both on paper and in fact.

Can roundabouts with higher levels of
motor traffic be made safe?
The type of walking/cycling-priority single-lane roundabout
described here is generally rated for up to 25,000 cars per
day: sufficient for almost all possible roundabouts in
Cambridge. Expanding beyond that means using a more
dangerous configuration: adding another circulating lane for
motor traffic. The problem is that an added lane also increases
speeds and encourages weaving manoeuvres, making the
roundabout significantly less safe for everyone.

There are changes that can be made to alleviate some of
the danger, but at this point you have to ask yourself: why try
to attract more cars? The last thing we need is more cars
coming into Cambridge. Rather than sacrificing our safety and
quality of life on the altar of car capacity, we should be finding
ways to limit the number of cars entering Cambridge. Out in
the countryside there might be places for roundabouts that
handle more motor traffic but once speeds start to rise much
above 20 mph there is no safe way to mix people and vehicles.
If anyone ever suggests the idea of building a so-called ‘Turbo'
roundabout at a junction where people walk and cycle then
the response must be firm: grade-separated paths for people,
or no deal at all.
Matthew Danish
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All winter, I'd been becoming increasingly annoyed by
the fading, latterly totally faded, paint at both the
junction of St Andrew's Street and Emmanuel Street

and then the invisible contra-flow cycle lane along Emmanuel
Street. It was becoming more and more dangerous as, although
I'm sure experienced bus and taxi drivers knew it was there,
for people new to the route, they were just faced by an
oncoming, illegally cycling-the-wrong-way down a one-way-
street cyclist.

I'd not got around to contacting the council to complain, as
my feeling is, that (unlike with the city council) with the county
council, which is in charge of Highways, it's an utter waste of
time and effort, as you get sent around the houses and then
they conclude there is no problem and nothing needs doing!

So I was amazed when I cycled up Downing Street and
turned left onto St Andrew's Street one evening in June, to do
my normal right turn into Emmanuel Street towards
Midsummer Common, to find new paint - correctly applied and
showing everything that needs to be shown.

Using this route over the summer, I've found driver behav-
iour markedly improved.  Bus drivers who can't get past a
poorly stopped bus do now mostly feel the need to give way.
There is less idiotic stopping in the cycle lane too.

I think what this goes to show is, where drivers (and cyclists)
have an ‘excuse’ to disobey the rules of the road, as the

Double dashes mark give way
for vehicles including cycles
emerging from Emmanuel St

Arrows
mark cycle
lanes

Double yellow lines mean no waiting at any time and
double yellow ticks mean no loading or unloading at any time

St Andrew’s Street

Emmanuel Street

markings or signage are so poor that ignorance probably is a
defence, actually they will disobey. The simple expedient of
repainting faded road markings surely has to be a pretty cheap
way for our cash-strapped councils to do some very effective
fixes. I can think of quite a few other places, not exclusively
for cycle facilities, where such a repaint would be very
welcome and would improve road safety.

This raises another matter – there is no point having a
facility of any kind unless it is maintained.  There is so much
discussion about new things, but often what makes life better
is actually properly maintaining what is there already.
I remember when this area was two-way for all traffic with bus
stops on both sides of Emmanuel Street, so, whatever your
views of this facility, I can tell you it was a game-changer at
the time, and, if maintained, still works pretty well.  Now it is
clear again to all but the wilfully ignorant that Emmanuel Street
is one-way for motor vehicles and has a contra-flow cycle lane.
It is also much clearer to those exiting Emmanuel Street onto
St Andrew’s Street that there is a cycle lane through/across
the junction. Of course this would be far clearer if there were
distinctive red surfacing for the cycle lanes through the
junction. However, this replacement paint is a very welcome
cheap quick-fix.
Heather Coleman

Emmanuel Street's marked improvements
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One thing organic farming has taught me is how impor-
tant cycles are: the earth cycling around the sun, soil
nutrient cycles, crop rotation cycles and now, I am

proud to say, bicycles.
The main reason I went into organic farming was that it was

more sustainable than the average, chemical-reliant type of
farming, but I soon realised that this was only one spoke in the
wheel. Although my vegetable production was ecologically
responsible, the way my fruit and vegetable bags were trans-
ported to customers could be much improved. It didn’t take
long in a place so bike-friendly as Cambridge to get inspiration
on how to do this.

I started playing with the idea of delivering my fruit and
vegetables by bike to the good people of Cambridge the best
part of 20 years ago. It was too much for me to do myself,
growing and harvesting is tiring enough without then having
to load our produce onto a bike trailer and tow it to the four
corners of Cambridge. I had discussions with various cycling
enthusiasts but it proved difficult to find anyone with enough
time and energy to commit to regular, reliable deliveries. So I
reluctantly put the idea to the back of my mind and plodded
on. Happily, with the coming of Outspoken Delivery the
original idea stood a chance of becoming a reality. Outspoken's
riders now transport our veg bags all over Cambridge. It's great,
it shows people just how appropriate cycle transport is in
Cambridge plus our delivery van no longer adds to traffic chaos
around the city.

Our bike deliveries are only one part of how bikes affect our
farm. I have lived and worked on farms most of my life and up
until the early eighties it was very common for farm workers
to arrive at work on a bike. As farms have become much bigger,
and less numerous, cycling has become a very rare form of
transport for the average farm worker. However on our farm
it is still very common. Thanks to our sister organisation
Cambridge CropShare many of the volunteers who work (or
should that be play) on the farm arrive by bike. Cambridge
CropShare organise ‘be an organic farmer for a day’ sessions
and there is always a guided cycle ride to the farm for
participants, with bike rendezvous points along the route so
as many people as possible can join in. The route starts at the
Green Dragon pub and goes along the river and across
Stourbridge Common and Ditton Meadows. The latter part of
the route is a little less pleasant; however, the group is always
safe, and hopefully soon the planned cycle path between Stow
cum Quy and Lode will make a big difference.  All abilities of
cyclists join the group, from hyper-fit Cambridge rowing blues
to fairweather cyclists who really enjoy the confidence gained
by cycling with other people. We have one regular attendee
who uses the ride to litter pick, arriving with a basket full of
abandoned items, and our bee hives house swarms which have
travelled from Cambridge to the farm by bike trailer. The most
intrepid riders we have welcomed were a couple who stopped
off to work with us for the day as part of a cycle tour that had
started in Berlin and was ending in Dublin.

Niamh O’Mahony, a regular farm cyclist, is one of many who
enjoy the ride from Cambridge and back almost as much as the
farming: ‘on my ride to the farm I have seen so much; kestrels,
buzzards, egrets and herons, but the best bit is the well-earned
tea and yummy treats when you arrive!’ It doesn’t matter
where you have come from, there is always time for a cup of
tea before we get down to serious farm work.

At the end of the day the gang of cyclists ride back with
haversacks and panniers bulging with fruit and vegetables
harvested that day. Once a bike trailer was so laden with apples
that I wondered whether it would make it back to Trumpington;
I am pleased to report that the cyclist and harvest made it home
safely. Sometimes running repairs are needed and we try to
keep our puncture kits and a couple of spare inner tubes at the
ready.

There are even more bikes in our plans for the farm's future.
Inspired by the farm workers of old, we are looking at adapting
bikes to transport our harvested crops around the farm so that
we rely less on our diesel-hungry tractor. We are also playing
with the idea of making a bicycle hoe that will cultivate down
the rows of vegetables - I'll keep you updated with our progress!
Paul Robinson

www.waterlandorganics.com
Find out more about all the fun at the farm here:
www.cambridge.cropshare.org.uk

Organic cycles

Paul and Doreen Robinson farm at Waterland Organics, a
26-hectare (65-acre) organic holding near Lode, and have run
a vegetable box scheme for over 20 years.
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Lucy Cavendish’s cycling champion

Dapper in his college get-up, but
with faint, telltale smears of
bicycle grease on his fingers,

John Morley watches cyclists pedalling
down Lady Margaret Road from his
vantage point of the Porters’ Lodge. Six
years on from becoming Senior Porter at
Lucy Cavendish, he has helped establish
the college as one of the most cycling-
friendly in Cambridge.

In his first few weeks he discovered a
shed full of old bikes, slowly rusting
away. John realised it wasn’t just alumni
who abandoned their bikes; when he
asked one student why she was walking
everywhere instead of getting a bike, she
replied that she did have a bike, but it
had a puncture.  Having started building
bikes at the age of 14, he offered to
repair it whilst she was at lectures, and
so began his mission to provide safe and
sturdy bikes for the college’s members.

It is not unusual for John to repair five
or six bikes in a week, time which the
college is happy for him to spend
supporting the students’ welfare. In his
store, he usually has enough cable and
pads for 50 sets of brakes, alongside sets
of calliper and V-brakes (both shaft and
screw), various tubes and a few tyres. If
the bikes need anything else he goes to
Colin at University Cycles who gives him
trade price, the same price which John
then charges the students.

It is not only cycling students that
John rescues. When the bike of Christine
Houghton, the college’s Domestic
Bursar, caught the back of a taxi, she
brought it to the Porters’ Lodge for some
emergency care. It was clearly an old
bike and so, when he took it home to
repair, John did a bit of research in order
to restore it as faithfully as possible. He
discovered that her bike, affectionately
known as Clementine, was in fact a
‘Kerry Green’ and was exactly the same
age as the college, both created in 1965.
He tracked down the original catalogue,
which listed the bike at £15.14s.3d, and
set about restoring the bike to the listed
specs, including the green paint and the
double-lined gold he used on the frame.

Lucy Cavendish is the only college to
offer bikes for students to borrow, a
modern, enlightened equivalent of other

colleges’ punt schemes significantly more
in tune with most students’ everyday
needs.

For new students, being able to
borrow a bike allows them some time
to acclimatize to Cambridge’s cycling
culture, and get used to needing one to
travel around town easily. It also helps
introduce them to the practicalities of
having a bike in Cambridge: remem-
bering lights and finding somewhere
safe in town to lock up their bike.

There are 11 bikes available to
borrow for up to two days. Three of
them are reserved for fellows and
college staff, and were funded by the
proceeds from the sale of those original
abandoned bikes, repaired and recon-
ditioned by John before being sold for
a token £20.

Alas, the first college bike available
for student loan was stolen in the first
few weeks when a student left it
leaning up against a wall whilst she
popped into a shop.  To demonstrate
the point about decent locks, John has
a pair of bolt croppers which last year

John Morley with Margarethe, one of the eleven bikes available to borrow. All  the bikes
are named after queens, and this is the namesake of Her Majesty Queen Margarethe II
of Denmark, an Honorary Fellow of the college. This link to one of the leading cycling
nations is particularly pertinent given Lucy Cavendish’s cycling credentials.

were, somewhat unfortunately, being
sold for £10 up the road at Aldi.

With students from 61 different coun-
tries, many of whom are new to cycling
or haven’t done so since childhood, John
is keen to offer advice on safe cycling.
He helps students choose an appropriate
bike, often selling ex-students’ bikes on
their behalf, and ensures that all student
bikes that are brought to him are legal
and safe with lights, reflectors and good
brakes.

With a line of cheery blue college
bikes lined up by the entrance and John
standing at the desk inside, there is a real
sense that the Porters’ Lodge is the heart
of the college. John’s concern for the
well-being of the students certainly
involves saving them from the crisis of a
puncture on the way to an exam, but it
also encourages and enables them to
enjoy the freedom of pedalling off to
Grantchester for some time and space to
relax.  His efforts are not simply about
practical safety, just as cycling is about
far more than needing to get from A to
B each day.
Sarah Rodger
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Cycling networks

whilst his predecessor Julian Huppert was co-chair of the All
Party Parliamentary Cycling Group.

Indeed, it was researchers at Cambridge University who
found that improving cycle infrastructure is the single most
effective way of increasing cycle use. As such, it only seems
appropriate to kick-off our Space for Cycling Road Show in
Cambridge, on Saturday 22 October.

The road show aims to engage with local campaign groups
and councils and galvanise new support for the campaign. We
will look at how to start a new campaign group and run training
sessions in planning and costing a network. We will explore
the various online tools to assist your campaign, such as the
Propensity to Cycle Tool, Cyclescape and the Cycle Environ-
ment Assessment Tool.

We will also discuss how to develop a media strategy, how
to respond to planning applications and consultations. We
want to offer everyone the opportunity to feed into the
development of the campaign as, although this campaign is led
by Cycling UK, collaboration is key.

All these workshops will be delivered either by Cycling UK
staff members or some of the many experienced and extremely
knowledgeable local campaigners, who will also be able to shed
some light on the local context.

If this sounds appealing to you, please register your interest
and come along! In the meantime see the Cycling UK website
to see how you can call on your councillors to pledge support
for Space for Cycling. Or contact Camcycle and get stuck into
some campaigning!

The success of Space for Cycling rests on local public and
political support – please join us if you want to see your
community improved for the benefit of all!
Tom Guha and Rachel Clark

● To get involved with the Cycling UK workshops please
register your interest at
www.cyclinguk.org/space-cycling-workshop

● Propensity to Cycle Tool: www.pct.bike
● Cyclescape: www.cyclescape.org
● Cycle Environment Assessment Tool

www.ceat.cyclenation.org.uk

It has been over two years since Cycling UK first launched
the national Space for Cycling campaign, with the ambitious
aim of transforming Britain's roads to create the conditions

where anyone can cycle anywhere.
We believe cycle-friendly streets benefit everyone, not just

cyclists, by creating better, safer and more attractive places to
live. Places for people, not vehicles. Places, above all else, to
enjoy. The health, environmental and economic benefits of
cycling and cycle-friendly towns are far-reaching and well
researched.

Founded in 1878, Cycling UK has championed the cause of
cycling for over a century. From winning cyclists the right to
use roads back in 1888, they continue to campaign to make
cycling a safe, enjoyable and normal way of getting around.
Until recently known as the Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC), the
name was changed better to reflect the inclusive focus of
activities at Cycling UK, with the aim of helping more people
of any age, background and ability discover the joys of cycling.

Since its launch, the Space for Cycling campaign has
attracted the support of over 700 city and county councillors
across 192 local authorities. Recent elections mean that
currently we have the support of just under 600 councillors.
We want to re-build this political support but also expand on
our previous aims. Lessons from our European counterparts
emphasise the importance of planning a comprehensive cycle
network, getting it costed and agreed to, and perhaps most
importantly built to up-to-date, high quality design standards.

Although led by Cycling UK, the campaign is reliant on the
implementation and input of local campaign groups. Indeed
Camcycle is one of the most active groups in the country,
tirelessly campaigning for better Space for Cycling in and
around the city.

It is no coincidence then, that Cambridge is proudly known
as ‘The City of Cycling’. With 1 in 5 journeys in the city made
by bike, Cambridge has the highest level of cycling in the UK,
supported by the city’s historic culture of cycling and the local
political will. It is certainly true that these two factors play a
massive role. Cambridge has a history of politicians who
actively campaign for cycling at government level – Cambridge
MP Daniel Zeichner is the Labour Party spokesman for cycling,

CyclingUK’s Space for Cycling
campaign is going on tour – first
stop, Cambridge!

Join us on 22 October 2016 at Ross Street Community
Centre. We will be covering a wide range of topics,
from setting up a campaign group to planning and
costing a cycle network. To get involved please
register your interest on the Cycling UK website
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We had a great response from Camcycle members
about what they thought of their bike lights –
thank you! The general consensus was that ideal

lights are easy to use and bright enough to feel confident
that other road users easily see them. One make of light
that had a high number of advocates was CatEye.

CatEye Volt 100
Cross-over safety light/front light but not bright enough
for fast cycling in non-urban settings. It is mid range in
terms of price. Comments include praise of its useful beam
shape that lights up the ground immediately in front of the
wheel as well as further forwards; however, its side visi-
bility is not great.
Features
● USB charging
● three modes: high, low and flash.
● 100 lumens in constant and 150 in flash mode.
● low mode 30 lumens lasts for approximately 6 hours
● low battery indicator
● automatically switches from constant to flashing mode

if the battery runs low
● turn-dial ratchet mount .

Bike lights

Other CatEye bike lights
The cheaper ‘CatEye Loop’ is a safety light rather than a
front light. It uses a normal battery rather than a recharge-
able USB battery and has two modes, constant and
flashing. It lasts 30 hours in constant mode and 50 hours in
flashing mode). It has a quick elastic mount that can adapt
from 22-35mm and good visibility as throws light over a
wide angel not just straight forward.

Higher up the price scale, the ‘CatEye 800’ is certainly a
front light, bright enough for seeing where there are no
street lights rather than just being seen by other road users.
It is USB-charged and has an indicator to show when the
battery is low. It has 5 settings, 3 constant and 2 flashing.
Comments include difficulty when trying to release the light
and that it is quite heavy.

Attachment frustration
Members seem regularly frustrated by their bike light attach-
ments, from struggling with ‘typically fiddly and fragile velcro
and 'O' ring mounting systems’ and ‘messing about with
awkward straps and poor clips’ to fighting with a light’s rubber
straps ‘which is very difficult with cold fingers’. Two readers
have designed their own solutions to such poor designs.

Ed Wood uses the KLICKfix system (used on many remov-
able baskets and handlebar mounted touring boxes). Ed’s
Fluxient 1600 lumen light is mounted alongside its charger and
a cheap CatEye for backup and ‘flashing’ mode (a pairing which
he finds useful on a combination of lit and unlit roads). A
Klickfix handle bar mount stays attached to the bike and an
‘Adaptor plate for basket’ attaches to the mounting tube

Henry Gomersal uses magnets fixed with Sugru (a moldable
glue that cures into a durable silicone rubber). He fixes one
side of the magnet to his bike and the other to his bike lights

(details of this can be found at www.sugru.com). He suggests
that everyone in a household use this system, and have the
polarity the same way around, so that all the lights are
interchangeable. The new model of Henry’s Moon Comets
now has an integrated rubber strap which means that they are
less easy to fit magnets to; he has found lights that have a
slide-on fitting are most easily re-purposed as a magnet mount.

For advocates of dynamos the fact that they didn’t have to
deal with attachments was one of the key benefits, others
being not having to remember to take their lights or carry them
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around when the bike is parked. Douglas de Lacey is one such
fan. ‘I don't think you can beat dynamo lights; there are such
good ones on the market today and the batteries never go flat.
Lights on 24-7, you never need to worry about lighting up.’
Newer versions have ‘stand lights’ which stay on for a few
minutes once bike has stopped, meaning that they are much
safer when waiting at traffic lights. When properly set-up the
drag is almost unnoticeable, meaning you can have them
running day as well as night; useful on grey, overcast days.

How bright is too bright?
In much of Cambridge, the presence of street lighting means
that the main purpose of bike lights is for being seen, rather
than seeing. The effect on other road users is an important
issue. Anna Langley explains, ‘Bike lights were once dull,
insipid things, and now they are piercing points of light that
are unbearable for many of us to look at.  In winter, I often get
home with my eyes streaming with tears from the onslaught.’
It’s not just how bright they are, but how they are positioned.
Another Camcycle member emailed about bright LED lights
which were said to be ‘mounted naively on the front of the
bike so that they point directly forward, not down and
forward, They are really good at blinding me. I cannot see the
rider at all even when there are street lamps, just a super-
bright LED which leaves imprints on my retina. In Germany
(where I lived previously) there is a requirement that lights
point down as well as forward, just like on a car'.

However, we did have a number of responses from users
of high-end, high-powered lights who value the increased
confidence of knowing that cars have seen them. Phil Wiggles-
worth uses a ‘Diablo' Exposure front-light which is ‘competitive

with car lights on brightness’ and ‘costs more than many
Cambridge bikes… with the Diablo I get significantly more
polite behaviour from oncoming traffic, which treats me like
something they don't want to hit. I cycle on the road, rather
than on cycle paths, and expect to be treated like a car.’

Legal lights
Unsurprisingly, one point that all our respondents were in
agreement over is the worry and concern that it causes all
road users when unlit cyclists pass by. Cambridge police run
operation Lights Instead of Tickets (LIT), launched in 2012 in
response to complaints about the high number of cyclists
without the correct lighting for night-time cycling. Camcycle
advised on this initiative which sees cyclists without correct
lights being issued with a LIT ticket instead of an automatic
£30 fine.  The fine is waived if a receipt for bike lights is
presented within seven days at Parkside police station. In
2015, 350 tickets were issued.

John Cooter emailed saying ‘I believe that there is clear case
for a nudge approach, i.e. opting out of having lights rather
than opting in. Some of the latest generation of LED  bike lights
are so small that it surely would be within the wit of cycle
manufacturers to incorporate them in frame designs with no
significant addition to weight for those who really want a
lightweight steed. As a shorter-term solution, maybe we
should campaign for local cycle shops to supply all bikes
fitted with lights as standard?’

With thanks to all our members who contacted us with
their views and opinions.

Rule 60
Highway Code

When being ridden between
sunset and sunrise your cycle
MUST have white front and
red rear lights lit.

It MUST also be fitted with
a red rear reflector (and amber
pedal reflectors, if manufac-
tured after 1/10/85). White
front reflectors and spoke re-
flectors will also help you to be
seen.

FLASHING lights are per-
mitted but it is recommended
that cyclists who are riding in
areas without street lighting
use a steady front lamp.
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Me and my cycling journey

I started cycling before I can
remember but the early memories
that I do have involve cycling into

trees quite a lot. And falling over on
the gravel in the primary school car
park whilst trying to go as fast as
possible.

I have two older brothers and a
father who ran the local cycling profi-
ciency tests so being a good cyclist was
sort of expected. I mainly cycled within
my rural village in Nottinghamshire,
between my house and my friends’
houses, the sports centre, and play-
grounds. Cycling to the local town was
impossible owing to high speed roads
and no cycle paths. I mainly rode the
bus 6 miles to secondary school and
back every day. I had one serious
accident when I was young where I
destroyed the back of a Mini, breaking
my collar bone and knocking myself
unconscious for an unknown period of
time in the process… some people says
this accident explains a lot.

I became a member of Camcycle in
2009. The county council was
proposing to improve the cycle infra-
structure near where I live. I had
submitted a response but thought that
whilst my individual voice would be
heard, my requests and suggestions
would be stronger if they were ampli-
fied by the voice of a thousand people.
If you want something changed, join a
movement. If you want change now,
get involved.

If you want something
changed, join a movement.
If you want change now,
get involved

I live to the north of the city, so
much of my time is concentrated on
things on this side, mainly because I
have everyday knowledge of the good
bits, and the bad bits. The A14 cycle-
ways, Northstowe and Waterbeach are
three big issues, but I have also helped
with Milton and Histon Roads.

I’ve helped to marshal the Reach
Ride, doing the annual count of cycles.
Oh, and I have a weekly column called
‘Life in the cycling lane’ in the local
newspaper, where I blog about life as
a cyclist in Cambridge… nothing helps
change more than keeping people
informed.

My main bugbears are junctions,
especially ones installed by developers
who only care about movements of
metal boxes, and those designed when
the car was going to be the king of the
road. I’ve been modelling junctions
using some micro-simulation software
and whilst nothing has happened yet,
I’m hopeful that this work will trans-
form some of the worst places in the
Cambridge into cycling excellence.

Our Camcycle community is knowl-
edgeable but at the same time very
friendly. I was welcomed into the world
of campaigning, even though I’d never
done any campaigning before. My
suggestions were listened to, my
involvement supported and I was
quickly educated on the various issues.
Not only am I now part of a group of
interesting and interested people but
also I get to talk with lots of other

people in the area, councillors and local
developers, organisations such as
Cambridge Past Present and Future,
and local groups explaining their
concerns. It is all very stimulating.

So, my thoughts on the future of
cycling in Cambridge? Well, the
number of journeys done by cycling
simply has to increase and become
safer, otherwise we’ll have complete
gridlock.

We need more places to park our
cycles securely, clearer route signs and
way-marking, and, unsurprisingly,
I want safer junctions. I think Cam-
bridge needs to shine the light on how
to design a city for people rather than
cars, and we need to push as quickly
as possible towards that.

I would like Camcycle to grow into
an organisation that can advise
anybody in the UK on how to trans-
form cities and rural areas to become
cycle-friendly. We are the cycling
experts in Cambridge, with all our
knowledge and motivation we can
become the experts in the UK.

The sense of achievement when you
see something being done to improve
or increase cycling in the city that we
have campaigned for is palpable. I get
a huge buzz when cycling down the
new Cambridge Kerb cycle lanes on
Huntingdon Road or Hills Road. Just
being able to park my cycle safely, or
indeed to even find a space to park, at
the station is a revelation.

I want that same buzz when I cycle
along the Chisholm Trail, or cross a
dangerous junction safely, or easily
park my cycle at the shops. Where
would you like to improve next? Really,
ok, well then get involved and we’ll
make it happen.
Robin Heydon

   Camcycle volunteers
Please post  on cyclescape thread
2053 or send an email to
contact@camcycle.org.uk to discuss
ways in which you would like to help.

www.benhaywardcycles.tumblr.com
www.benhaywardcycles.tumblr.com
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Camcycle monthly meetings

The Campaign's monthly general meeting is held on the first
Tuesday of each month in the Friends' Meeting House, Jesus
Lane. Business starts at 8pm, with refreshments from 7.30pm.
There is a main speaker followed by discussion of current
issues and planning matters.

4 October: Nic Fox from Velo Sister, a shop selling cycling
themed, ethically-sourced clothing. A percentage of the
profits go to supporting women in cycling.
1 November: tbc

Camcycle AGM

6 December 7.15pm at the Friends' Meeting House, Jesus
Lane. See page 12.

Camcycle newsletter

Copy deadline: 30 October. Members’ help with the news-
letter, including writing articles, taking photos and providing
reviews, is always very welcome.

Newsletter Team meeting: 12 October at 5.45pm in Grads
Café on the 3rd floor of the University Centre, Mill Lane. All
are welcome to this meeting where we discuss the most
recent issue and plan the next one. Cyclescape thread 979.

Newsletter distribution: week of 28 November. Camcycle
members organise the newsletter distribution, putting into
envelopes and then getting them delivered. More volunteers
would be a great help. Please contact Lisa Woodburn (via
contact@camcycle.org.uk).

Cambridge cycle rides

#CamRideHome rides start at 6pm on the last Friday of the
month from outside The Mill pub on Mill Lane. See
www.benhaywardcycles.tumblr.com

CTC Cambridge holds up to six rides a week in the country-
side around Cambridge. These range from short, leisurely-
paced rides which last 2-3 hours on a Saturday morning,
medium-length rides on a Sunday afternoon, to long rides on
a Thursday or Sunday that last all day. All are welcome to any
of our rides - however if you’re unsure where to start we’d
suggest trying one of our twice-monthly Saturday morning
rides to start with: if you can cycle across Cambridge to get to
the start, you should be fine carrying on with us to a local café!
Our rides are sociable, non-competitive and moderately
paced. We know all the prettiest and quietest routes and
always stop along the way for food and drink. Please see
www.ctc-cambridge.org.uk for details of all our rides.
CTC Cambridge is a local group of Cycling UK, the national
charity that promotes cycling for everybody.

Please Note

Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to decline to
promote events or activities where helmets or high-visibility
clothing are required or implied.

City and county council committees

Campaign members may be interested in attending Planning
Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often
include cycling and walking issues. Development Control
Forum and Joint Development Control Committee meetings,
which determine the Planning Applications relating to the
major housing development proposals for the Cambridge
sub-region. The Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee
meetings often cover walking/cycling/transport issues.

Agendas are usually online about a week in advance
www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy/. Please check the
website in case meetings have been cancelled, or times or
venues changed.

Cambridge City Joint Area Committee administered by
Cambridgeshire County Council: no forthcoming meetings
scheduled.

Development Control Forum: 10 October (Chisholm Trail
bridge); 12 October; 9 November; 7 December; all at 10am in
Committee Room 1 & 2 - The Guildhall, Market Square,
Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee: 6 December
4.30pm in Committee Room 1 & 2 - The Guildhall, Market
Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

East Area Committee: 13 October 7pm in Cherry Trees Day
Centre, St Matthew's St, Cambridge CB1 2LT.

Greater Cambridge City Deal Executive Board: 13 October;
10 November; 8 December, all at 2pm at The Guildhall,
Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Greater Cambridge City Deal Joint Assembly: 3 November at
2pm in South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne Business Park,
Cambourne CB23 6EA; 1 December at 2pm in The Guildhall,
Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Joint Development Control Committee - Cambridge Fringes:
19 October; 16 November; 14 December all at 10.30am in
Committee Room 1 & 2 - The Guildhall, Market Square,
Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

Joint Strategic Transport and Spatial Planning Group: no
forthcoming meetings scheduled.

Members Cycling and Pedestrian Steering Group: no forth-
coming meetings scheduled.

North Area Committee: 15 December 6.30pm venue tbc

Planning Committee: 2 November 10am; 30 November 10am
in Committee Room 1 & 2 - The Guildhall, Market Square,
Cambridge CB2 3QJ.

South Area Committee: 3 October 7pm in the Wilkinson
Room - St John the Evangelist Church, Hills Road, Cambridge
CB2 8RN.

West Central Area Committee: 7 December 7pm at Wesley
Methodist Church, Christ's Pieces, Cambridge CB1 1LG.

www.benhaywardcycles.tumblr.com
www.benhaywardcycles.tumblr.com
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