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Chair’s comment

If you like what you see in this newsletter, add your 
voice to those of our 1,100 members by joining the 
Campaign.

Membership costs are:
  £3.50 Budget (no paper newsletter will normally 

be provided)
 £17.50 Individual
 £22.50 Household
 £100 Donor

For this, you get six newsletters a year, discounts at a 
large number of bike shops, and you will be supporting 
our work.

Join now on-line at: www.camcycle.org.uk/membership

Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up in 1995 to 
voice the concerns of cyclists. We are not a cycling club, 
but a voluntary organisation promoting cycling for 
public benefit and representing the concerns of cyclists 
in and around Cambridge.

Registered charity number 1138098

Our meetings, open to all, are on the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7.30pm for 8.00pm until 10.00pm at the 
Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge.

Elected Committee Members 
and Trustees 2015-2016

Chair (and Charity Chair) – Robin Heydon
Vice-Chair (and Charity Secretary) – Hester Wells
Treasurer (and Charity Treasurer) – (acting) Chris Dorling
Events Officer – Vacant
Liaison Officer – Martin Lucas-Smith
Membership Secretary – Sue Edwards
Newsletter Editor – Sarah Rodger
Planning Officer – Alistair Storer
Recruitment Officer – Tom McKeown
Schools and Outreach Officer – Vacant
Social Media Officer – Rose Eichenberger
Web Officer – Neil Spenley
Campaigners – Richard Burgess, Jim Chisholm, Monica 
Frisch and John Hall

Contacting the Campaign

Campaign Officer – Roxanne De Beaux

Cambridge Cycling Campaign
Llandaff Chambers, 2 Regent Street
Cambridge CB2 1AX

(01223) 690718
www.camcycle.org.uk
contact@camcycle.org.uk
Twitter: @camcycle
Facebook: CambridgeCyclingCampaign

This newsletter is printed on FSC approved paper by 
Cambridge Copy Studio

Cover picture © Lucinda Price, www.lucindaprice.com  
Twitter: @lucyfrog Facebook: Lucinda Price Photography
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What a busy couple of months we’ve 
had. Apart from the five cross-city City 
Deal consultations, we’ve had the Histon 
Road and Milton Road consultations, and 
the Chisholm Trail up for approval. Read 
the article inside for the latest on the 
Chisholm Trail.

Many of these schemes are being 
presented along with lovely pictures of 
‘floating bus stops’. These work in other 
countries but being new here some 
people are against them. There are 
lots of reasons to keep building them, 
and inside is an excellent article that 
explains why they should be here to stay.

Further away, we have a report on Mini-
Hollands, a scheme in London to try to 
apply some of the principles of Dutch 
urban design to improve the situation 
for walking and cycling. Enfield, Kingston 
and Waltham Forest all won lots of 
money to invest. So what have they 
achieved, and could they be applied to 
Cambridge? Of course, London criminals 
are also waking up to the increase in 
cycling, and we include a sober warning 
about ‘duct-tape’ bike racks. Perhaps what 
you need instead is a quick guided tour 
of London on a Brompton bicycle, part of 
the Design Museum special on bicycles.

At this time of year, with the cold and 
miserable weather hopefully turning 
warmer, perhaps you are thinking 
about going even further for a holiday. 
Well, what about Paris? They are in the 

middle of a cycling 
transformation. 
And part of that 
transformation 
are projects like 
Cyclofficine. It is a 
fantastic idea that  
I think could work in Cambridge.

We are also excited to start to introduce 
our new branding. Tom, one of the 
members of the subgroup that worked 
with an external design consultancy, 
introduces the reasons why we wanted a 
new visual identity and the story behind it. 
We hope that this work will be welcomed 
by everybody, especially as the concept 
chosen is so flexible and simple. The bit 
I really like is the idea of having rotating 
‘hero-cycles’. Please tell us what types of 
cycle we should have icons for? Perhaps 
we need a recumbent, or a unicycle?

The Campaign exists to provide a voice 
for people who enjoy cycling, and would 
like their journeys to be easier, less 
stressful, and quieter. We are a volunteer-
run organisation, so if you have some 
skills that you think we could use, and 
you have a couple of spare hours, do 
contact us and share your enthusiasm 
with like-minded locals. Not only will it 
be useful to everybody cycling today, but 
it might help those sitting in their cars 
blocking your way get onto bikes in the 
future.

Robin Heydon
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Background map © OpenStreetMap Contributors

In April 1998,  Jim Chisholm suggested a 
route along the side of the railway that 
would create a supercycleway. It was named 
the Chisholm Trail by the then newsletter 
editor, and that moniker has stuck. It was 
called the Chisholm Trail during the recent 
consultation, and our understanding is that 
it will be built and named the Chisholm 
Trail.  Jim should be very proud of this.

Responses to the consultation were 
overwhelmingly in favour of the trail. Of 
the 1,457 consultation responses that 
were received, 90% supported the trail, 
86% supported the specific route, and 
84% said that they would probably or 
definitely use the route. I would conclude 
that Cambridge wants the Chisholm Trail 
and we want it now.

The executive board considered the 
consultation responses, along with a 
written and verbal statement of support 
from Cambridge Cycling Campaign, and 
then voted to approve moving forward 
with the planning application.

Specifically, it has been approved to build 
a shared-use path from Coldham’s Lane 
to Newmarket Road and onwards to the 
new bridge over the river. The section 
between Coldham’s Lane and the central 
Cambridge railway station would be up 
to five metres wide and segregated, very 
similar to the Coton Path.

Importantly, the board also gave 
its support for continuation of land 
negotiations and the approval of 
Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPOs) if 
needed. That last point is important 
as we believe it is the first time that 
a cycleway has been given the same 
powers as say a road would have in 
Cambridge since the construction of the 
bridge over the railway at the station. 
Without the ability for compulsory 

purchase, it is within the rights of a 
land owner not to sell even a very 
small amount of land and thus prevent 
a major road or cycleway from being 
built. Therefore the ability to use CPOs 
is a major landmark and hopefully a 
precedent that could become useful in 
the future for additional cycle network 
development.

The next step is the planning 
applications, where the normal planning 
application process will be followed. 
We obviously look forward to reviewing 
those applications and working with the 
county council to make the route as safe 
and as accessible as possible.

Robin Heydon

Chisholm Trail approved by City Deal executive board

the ability to use CPOs 
is a major landmark 
and hopefully a 
precedent that could 
become useful in the 
future for additional 
cycle network 
development
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There has been a lot of chatter about London’s ‘Mini-Hollands’ 
in online cycling groups recently. But what exactly are these 
Mini-Hollands? How have they come about? And what might 
they mean for cycling in Cambridge?

Mini-Hollands are the result of pressure brought by the London 
Cycling Campaign in the run-up to the 2012 mayoral elections. 
Their ‘Love London, Go Dutch’ campaign asked the mayoral 
candidates what they would do to improve cycling in London, 
while also collecting a petition of over 42,000 Londoners for 
whom cycling was a vote-swinging issue.

As a result of his commitments to this campaign Mayor 
Boris Johnson who, though infamous for blunders like ‘keep 
your wits about you’ safety advice for cyclists, does regularly 
travel by bike, announced a £900 million Vision for Cycling 
in London. The vision includes cycling superhighways, 
junction redesigns and a network of back-street cycle routes 
with the aim of doubling cycling in London by 2020. To 
ensure that the outer boroughs did not miss out they were 
invited to bid from a £100 million pot to make cycling-
friendly transformations to their town centres, radically 
improve local cycling facilities and enable local residents 
to make journeys by bike, all with an eye to continental 
examples for inspiration. These quickly became known as 
Mini-Hollands, reflecting the aspiration to make them as 
ideal for cycling as their Dutch counterparts. 

In March 2014 Enfield, Kingston and Waltham Forest were 
announced as the successful boroughs, each receiving £30 

million to make improvements to walking and cycling. The 
proposed improvements are varied and wide ranging; traffic-
calming and protected cycle space on main roads; junction 
redesigns to separate cycle and motor vehicle movements; 
addition of ‘filtered permeability’ – where drivers can get 
in and out, but not rat-run through – to residential areas; 
improving high streets by reallocating road space, and 
removal of on-street parking; and increased bike parking near 
shops, tube and bus stations. Through to the end of 2015 
several of these Mini-Holland proposals have been out for 
consultation, others have seen limited trials – for example, 
Orford Road, Waltham Forest being closed to motor-traffic 
with planters and other temporary barriers – and some have 
had early implementation.

Of course these schemes have not been without controversy. 
The grand opening of Waltham Forest’s first scheme, a 
pedestrianisation of Walthamstow High Street, was marred 
by protesters. A coffin marked ‘R.I.P. Walthamstow Village’ was 
solemnly carried down the high street, proclaiming the death of 
businesses should customers be unable to arrive by car.

Elsewhere consultation events have seen, without any 
apparent sense of irony, ‘Streets for All’ protesters opposing 
the restrictions on motor-vehicle use. Residents have also 
complained that increased car-trip lengths due to the new 
filtered bike access have barricaded them into their homes. 
There has also been concern that traffic forced onto fewer 
roads will increase congestion and pollution, and prevent 
emergency services from attending incidents near reallocated 

Mini-Hollands in London

Families reclaim the street during trial closure of Orford Road, Walthamstow, London E17
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streets. Also, that these schemes are only benefiting a small 
minority who are already cycling.

Now these are all easily countered, certainly by the Dutch 
examples they are inspired by, and perhaps by looking at 
Cambridge. On average, takings are higher for shops in pleasant 
walking and cycling streets. Deliveries can still be made in the 
early morning and the evening. While residential trips by car 
may be slightly longer, the elimination of through traffic creates 
an environment where short trips can more easily be switched 
to bike or foot. These improvements are not aimed at those 
already cycling, but rather at the not-yet-cycling who are put 
off trying by the current state of the road. 

So what could Mini-Hollands be in a Cambridge context? 
With all the current interest in the City Deal it might be easy 
to lose sight of the local improvements to ‘place’ that these 
Mini-Hollands are bringing to London: local high streets that 
are easy to visit by foot or on bike; restricting through motor-
traffic near homes and schools for safer, more pleasant journeys 
by bike. We might use ‘Mini-Holland’ as a yardstick for these 
local cycling improvements. A call-to-arms for changes within 
our own ‘outer boroughs’; nearby villages and towns, and 
high streets away from the city centre, that may otherwise be 
overlooked by the City Deal’s focus on commuter routes. What 
improvements would make your local area a Mini-Holland? 
We’d love to hear your ideas via www.cyclescape.org and help 
you make them a reality.

Tom McKeown

Orford Road, Walthamstow as it is now. Photos by paul.gasson@gmail.com, Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign
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I have read and heard some confusion at 
public hearings about the meaning and 
purpose of ‘floating bus stops’.

The Campaign has long considered these 
to be beneficial not only to cyclists but 
also to people walking on pavements, 
passengers on buses, and drivers of 
buses: see Jim Chisholm’s article www.
camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/113/
article4.html. I have recently found 
myself defending this piece of street 
design to various people, and I thought 
that I’d share my reasoning with a wider 
audience.

First, I will explain the problem: buses 
and bicycles tend to travel at about the 
same average speed, but they achieve 
this in different ways. Buses move quickly 
when in motion but lose time at stops, 
while bicycle riders try to maintain 
motion continuously as far as possible. 
The variation between the two modes 
inevitably produces conflict. As any 
bicycle rider who has shared a lane with 
a bus knows, it is like a game of leapfrog, 
but against a much bigger, heavier, 
diesel-powered player.

Although leapfrog may be a fun game 
for children to play among themselves, 
it is not a suitable game for children to 
be playing against buses. That is why 
the world’s safest, most family-friendly 
designs for bicycle lanes are completely 
separated from bus traffic. The ‘floating 
bus stop’ is one way of achieving this 
separation, and it can be retrofitted readily 
onto existing UK streets. The reason for 
the name ‘floating bus stop’ is that the 
entire bus stop ‘floats’ inwards, so that the 

bus stop kerb is built closer to the vehicle 
lane where buses are travelling. Then, 
separation of the cycle lane is maintained 
from both motor traffic on the tarmac and 
from people walking on the pavement. 
The ‘floating bus stop’ is a better design 
than bus stops that require the bus to 
pull out of traffic, cross the cycle lane, and 
then later merge back into traffic, across 
the cycle lane again.

Of course, families with children aren’t 
the only people concerned about tangling 
with heavy buses: many bicycle riders 
of all ages are not interested in putting 
themselves in the path of heavy vehicles, 
or in danger of being clipped during a 
passing manoeuvre. Some people like 
to take it slow and easy, and don’t want 
to hold up the buses. After all, buses are 
a very important part of our transport 

ecosystem, and need to be able to make 
timely stops and then accelerate back to 
cruising speed to function efficiently.

That leads us to the second reason why 
‘floating bus stops’ are important: with 
the kerb of such stops being closer to 
the vehicle lane, it helps bus drivers 
navigate their bus to the stop, and then 
easily re-enter the stream of traffic when 
ready. Furthermore, these kerbs can be 
built up to the right height for step-free 
level-boarding of the bus, a very important 
feature for helping every person of any 
ability to be able to ride buses with ease. 
To see why this is, imagine yourself in the 
bus driver’s seat: steering the heavy vehicle, 
so that it is flush with the raised kerb, is 
much easier when the needed turning 
manoeuvres are less extreme. Re-entering 
the stream of traffic is much quicker and 
easier when there is a clear path ahead of 
you, with little danger of a collision in your 
blind spot, and when you do not have to 
wait for drivers of private vehicles to yield 
to you. By contrast, at a ‘non-floating’ bus 
stop, it is common for buses to be delayed 
because motor traffic refuses to give way 
when the bus is ready to move.

For a single bus stop, these gains might 
seem small. But added up over the course 
of an entire bus route, and an entire 
day, they make a big difference in speed 
and reliability of bus travel. A transport 
system that prioritises buses will make 
extensive use of ‘floating bus stops’ for 
just these reasons.

Although we do not have trams in 
Cambridge nowadays, anyone familiar with 
trams will recognise that the standard 
centre-running design for tram tracks 
implies that all modern tram stops with 
raised platforms are also ‘floating tram 
stops.’ The only difference is in what they 
‘float’ over: most tram platforms also allow 
motor vehicles to pass behind them, not 
just bicycles. Such centre-running can be 
used for buses as well, but it is not always 
feasible, and it would be much more 
costly to implement even it were. Within 
a smaller budget, if we are to have a bus 
system with near-tram-like efficiency in 
Cambridge, then retrofitting ‘floating bus 
stops’ onto as many streets as possible is a 
big win-win for both safety of bicycle riders 
and for a better bus system.

Matthew Danish

Floating bus stops should be here to stay

New floating bus stop on Huntingdon Road.

Illustration: Cambridge County Council.
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Brompton bike tour

‘I thought they would be a good public sculpture because people 
relate to bikes. They’re designed for the body and operated with 
your body. There are few things today that are like that.’ Ai Weiwei

Happy cyclists at ‘Look mum no hands’.

I have never lived in London, and have no plans to, so I never 
thought I’d cycle down Oxford Street dodging Sunday shoppers. 
That was however what I found myself doing last month, having 
been given a day out with Artourides as a Christmas present.

As part of the ‘Revolutions’ exhibition at the Design Museum 
(see previous newsletter article www.camcycle.org.uk/
newsletters/124/article20.html) the company Artourides has 
designed a ‘Cycle Culture’ tour visiting various iconic cycle 
companies and cafes. We gathered on a damp morning outside 
the Museum and were met by a rainbow of folded Bromptons. 
Nearby there was also a Brompton Bike Hire dock, one of 31 
across the UK. Looking just like a set of school lockers, the 
docks house folded Bromptons which can be booked online by 
registered users and are hired by the day for as little as £2.50. 
Too good to be true? Maybe. The dock wasn’t working and word 
was that all the bikes had been stolen. 

Our guides Jack and Barbara led eight of us on a route through 
Borough Market, Covent Garden and Fitzrovia to Old Street. As I 
don’t know London very well I didn’t had a clue where we were 
going but it didn’t matter, I was just enjoying the sheer novelty 
of cycling through the City and its environs. 

As with any good day out there was a stop for tea and cake at 
a great bike café called ‘Look mum no hands’. Underneath the 
café there is a workshop where the team of five mechanics 

not only do everything from repairing a 
flat to a complete rebuild but 

also run bike maintenance 
courses. The coffee 
scene in Cambridge is 
missing a trick.

As we rode, Jack and 
Barbara pointed 
out interesting 
architecture and street 
art. We paused by a 
huge sculpture by Ai 
Weiwei, the Chinese 
contemporary artist 
and activist, outside 
the Gherkin building. 
The piece is formed of 

hundreds of bicycle frames, geometrically stacked and fused 
together. Its title ‘Forever’ is homage to the classic Yongjiu 
(Forever) bicycles mass-manufactured in Shanghai, China since 
1940. These bikes were ridden in their thousands on the streets 
of Beijing, but today car culture is dominant and the city’s 
traffic congestion is notorious.

All in all it was a brilliant way to spend a Sunday. I never 
thought that my love of two-wheeled exploring would lead me 
to the Big Smoke, and cycling over Tower Bridge in the bright 
winter sunshine felt fantastically liberating (the rain clouds 
having finally given up). 

Last week, as I walked past the British Museum on my way 
from Kings Cross (I have a deep dislike of the Tube), I caught 

myself eyeing up a stand of Boris Bikes with renewed interest. 
I kept walking however, knowing what chaos I would cause 
not knowing where I was going in London traffic (and how 
quickly I’d likely get squished). Until those promised cycle 
superhighways arrive I’ll stick with a guide.

www.artouride.com

Sarah Rodger 

Brompton Bike Hire dock
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CycleHack is a 48-hour event aiming to make cities cycle-
friendly through reducing the barriers to cycling and 
prototyping new ideas to improve the cycling experience and 
encourage more and safer cycling. More than 40 other cities 
around the world have signed up to host CycleHack events in 
their communities over the weekend of 24 to 25 June, 2016. 

CycleHack Cambridge
Cambridge will be joining cities around the 
world for a weekend-long CycleHack 
event, which will be held at Anglia 
Ruskin University and other locations 
where specialist equipment may 
be required. Participants will be 
encouraged to test their ideas and 
prototypes around town during 
the event. 

CycleHack was launched in 
2014 in Glasgow and has since 
grown to a global event. In 
2015 CycleHack had more than 
600 participants from over 25 
countries across five continents. 67% 
of participants were inspired to cycle 
more. In 2016 the event is set to be even 
bigger with more than 40 cities already 
registered.

CycleHack Cambridge is hoping to attract a whole range of 
people from developers, makers and data scientists to non-
technical artists, designers and those who are interested in 
cycling and have some great ideas. We also want to include 
representation from all corners of our diverse cycling 
community and want to see lots of students and young people 
taking part. This event will bring together the key elements of 
our Cambridge culture: cycling, innovation and technology. 

The event encourages participants to prototype and test 
their ideas during the weekend to see how they will work in 
their intended context. Solutions can fall into one of the five 
CycleHack categories; digital, physical, policy, local plan, event/
campaign. Hacks will be loaded to the online open source 
catalogue to show how the ideas can be replicated. Prizes will 
be awarded to the best hacks. 

Partners organising the event so far include 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign, the Smart 

Cambridge Programme (Cambridge County 
Council), CoDE Research Institute 

at Anglia Ruskin University, and 
CycleStreets.

CycleHack Cambridge is now 
providing additional partnership 
and sponsorship opportunities 
for the event. Involvement can 
be through financial sponsorship, 
donation of skills and time, 

promotion of the event, provision 
of materials/merchandise/

technology for the event, mentoring 
during the Hack or provision of prizes.

If you would like to be involved with the 
event please get in touch through contact@

camcycle.org.uk

Twitter: @cyclehackcambs
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CycleHackCambridge
More Information about the global event: www.cyclehack.com 

Roxanne De Beaux

Cambridge to participate in CycleHack 2016 

Cyclehack.
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Last month I was on holiday in Paris and the highlight of my 
trip was a visit to a truly fantastic cycling project, ‘Cylofficine’ 
(a play on words between Cyclo and officine, ie/meaning 
dispensary). Conceived by a group of friends discussing the 
future of cycling in Paris, it works to support and strengthen 
the cycling community, not just through events and training but 
also by providing spaces where cyclists can meet and socialise.

Welcomed by a team of friendly and upbeat volunteers, I 
was treated to a tour of one of their community bike-repair 
workshops, located in the heart of Paris. Whether you’re 
coming to adjust your saddle height or build a bike from 
scratch – it’s all here. The team on that day were kind enough 
to answer a few questions for me and here is a short account 
of my visit. 

The workshop consists of a large room furnished with bike 
stands, workstations and plenty of tools and spare parts. A 
mechanic’s bible sits on the registration desk, and a whiteboard 
shows blown-up drawings of the various complex assemblies 
that make up a bike – a handy reference for when you’re 
reassembling your ride. There’s also a coffee area where 
volunteers can socialise, sitting on furniture made from 
reclaimed street signs – all rather cool and surprisingly very 
comfy! 

It all started only six years ago, with volunteers touring the 
French capital on a cycle-powered mobile workshop to meet 

the public and perform cycle-repair outreach activities on 
the banks of the Seine. Plenty of hard work from volunteers 
has built a sustainable business model; Cyclofficine now has 
over 6,000 paying members, employs six staff and has opened 
workshops in four locations in Paris (two in the arrondissement 
where I am, in Pantin to the north-east, and in Ivry-sur-Seine, 
south-east, a hop away in the neighbouring suburb).

Membership is open to everyone and grants access to all 
workshops. There are open monthly meetings where matters 
are discussed and decisions taken, all in an inclusive and non-
hierarchical manner. The Charter clearly lays out the spirit of 
the initiative, based on cooperation, inclusiveness, knowledge-
sharing, self-help, empowerment and respect; this is exactly 
how Cyclofficine felt to me too. 

Financial accessibility is key, and bike spare parts are all ‘prix 
libre’ (voluntary donations). Spare parts come from ‘recup’ 
(reclaimed from bikes which would have ended up in landfills 
or otherwise scrapped). There is a strong emphasis on the 
pillars of sustainability to reduce, reuse, recycle. You won’t 
find brand new parts there, but if that’s what you’re after, the 
Cyclofficine has an agreement with a bike shop close-by, where 
you’ll get a discount on showing your membership card. You 
can then come and fit them at the Cyclofficine. 

Whilst I was there, a chain was replaced, brakes mounted, a 
derailleur adjusted, a new saddle fitted, and a budding young 
free-style champion enquired about her scooter following some 
unplanned aerial manoeuvres. All of this activity happened in 
a communicative, knowledge-sharing, friendly and cheerful 
atmosphere. Good times! I left a few copies of the Cambridge 
Cycling Campaign newsletters for our Parisian friends to read.

Now off to plan a Cambridge to Paris bike ride for the summer. 
Hopefully I’ll get to see the Cyclofficine team again when we 
get there! Merci Todd, Tania, Guiso, Romain and Stef.

Marie Cote

Cyclofficine website (in French): www.cyclocoop.org/ 

Cyclofficine

Bike mechanics, we’re all in this together.

Recycled bike hubs.
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Daniel Zeichner, Labour MP for Cambridge 
and Shadow Minister for Transport, 
presents his views on government 
investment in cycling

In Cambridge cycling is not just a mode of transport, but a 
way of life. While cycling still only accounts for 2 per cent of 
all journeys nationally, in Cambridge this number is far higher; 
around 29 per cent of all journeys to work are made by bike. 
When I recently visited Outspoken Bikes in Cambridge, I saw 
that more and more local deliveries are being made by bike – 
they even let me ride one! Although there is always more to 
do, Cambridge is a cycling success story, but to lift cycling in 
other areas, and support it still further in areas doing well like 
Cambridge, we need to see this government do much more.

Just a few years ago, buoyed by the fantastic British cycling 
achievements in the 2012 Olympics, the Prime Minister 
promised a cycling revolution. But, as has happened all too 
often, he has failed to deliver on that promise. He has back-
pedalled. There has been no revolution. And there is a real gap 
between the government’s rhetoric and the reality for cyclists.

The government says that funding for cycling has risen to £6 
per person per year, and that it is at over £10 per person per 
year in London and those eight cities that secured Cycle City 
Ambition grants. So far so good. But what the government fails 
to mention is that, while funding levels in London and the 
Cycle Cities drag up the country’s average, funding for cycling 
outside those areas after the Spending Review is projected to 
be around just a paltry £1.39 per person per year. One pound 
and thirty-nine pence. It seems this government believes that 
cycling potential should be restricted merely to London and 
those other cities they deem worthy of investment.

Powerful campaigning by groups like the Cambridge and 
London Cycling Campaigns forced the government to concede 

a Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy. But that strategy 
is making its way to publication not at a cycling pace, not at 
a walking pace, but at a snail’s pace. How will it be funded? 
Cycling has been allotted £300 million in funding until 
2020/21. Now it happens that you can repeatedly run into a 
brick wall when attempting to calculate exactly how much is 
being spent on cycling. In fact, in answer to a written question 
I tabled about funding levels outside London and the Cycle 
Cities in November, the government answered, ‘It is not possible 
to predict the geographical distribution of other funding for 
cycling at this stage’.

So the Department for Transport is unable to predict the 
outcomes of its own spending commitments. Indeed, funding 
has been disconnected, split between various initiatives, bundled 
into grants, not ring-fenced, and data on local authority spending 
are no longer centrally collated. But what we do know is that 
the £300 million that has been promised for cycling over this 
Parliament includes £114 million for the Cycle City Ambition 
Grants and some £50 million for Bikeability training. What 
funding, if any, will be left over to fund the investment part of 
the Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy? 

We also know that annual support for cycling will fall 
drastically from a planned £142 million in 2015/16 to 
somewhere between £50 million and £60 million next year – a 
cut of well over 50 per cent. I asked the government if they 
plan for the £300 million allocated for cycling in the Spending 
Review to be the sole source of funding for the Cycling and 
Walking Investment Strategy; and how much of that allocation 

Government investment in cycling

There is a real danger that the 
government is drawing up an 
investment strategy with no 
investment
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they plan to spend on cycling – they don’t know, or won’t say.
There is a real danger that the government is drawing up an 
investment strategy with no investment. 

And this matters – because this strategy, by improving 
infrastructure, is key to boosting levels of cycling safety. The 
government promised in its manifesto to ‘reduce the number 
of cyclists and other road users killed or injured on our roads 
every year’, but it has failed to set national road safety targets, 
claiming that it is a matter for local authorities, and absolving 
itself of responsibility. 

Cycling safety is a key factor in encouraging people to get on 
their bikes in the first place. Anxiety and fear about safety stops 
many people cycling – especially women and older people. In 
London, three-quarters of those aged 65 years and over can 
ride a bicycle, yet only 6 per cent ever do. Two-thirds of non-
cyclists and half of all cyclists say that it is too dangerous for 
them to cycle on the road. We must put in place the measures 
to make cycling a safe, accessible mode of transport for all – 
whatever a person’s age or gender. 

The argument for investing in cycling is strong and I find 
it very encouraging that cycling is firmly on the political 
agenda. But the enthusiasm behind getting people cycling 
will be squandered if words are not matched by deeds. The 
government still has time – having already dragged its heels 
– to reflect on the Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy 
before it is laid out. I hope they will recognise the arguments 
being made by campaigners and cyclists and ensure the 
strategy is properly funded. Only then will we see the benefits 
of a cycling revolution across the entire country. 

The Campaign submitted detailed and comprehensive 
responses to the seven City Deal consultations, Milton Road, 
Histon Road and five Cross City Cycling Routes. Below are brief 
overviews of the Campaign’s position. Full responses for these 
can be found at www.camcycle.org.uk/campaigning/issues/
citydeal/

Cross City Cycling schemes
‘We welcome the Cross City Cycling routes proposed by the 
Greater Cambridge City Deal and agree that these routes are 
strategically important links in the Cambridge cycle network. 
We hope that the final installations are high quality and of 
good design in order to encourage even more people to cycle, 
thus reducing congestion in Cambridge. With this objective in 
mind we have responded to proposals for each route, indicating 
the positives for each design, highlighting areas where the 
designs fail to meet the standards for cyclist safety and 
making recommendations for rectification. However, we feel 
there remains a lack of ambition overall, and we bemoan the 
continued lack of a proper, city-wide cycle plan.’

Milton Road
‘In summary, Cambridge Cycling Campaign does not support 
either of the two options, ‘Do Maximum’ or ‘Do Something’. Our 
ideal way forward would be for there to be serious restrictions 
on traffic volumes – perhaps by way of a congestion charge 
or other demand management measures. With such provision, 
there would be no need for bus lanes at all and it would be 
easy to make really good provision for pedestrians and cyclists. 
For the present, however, we have sought to work with and 
improve on the idea of bus priority. We do consider some 
elements of the proposals to be interesting but would like 
to put forward an alternative proposal. We have called our 
alternative proposal the ‘Do Sustainable’ option. It provides bus 
priority, fully segregated cycleways, protected bicycle junctions, 
and excellent pedestrian facilities whilst retaining an avenue 
of trees and fits this mostly residential street and route into 
Cambridge.’

Histon Road
‘We do not think that either of the proposals, as currently 
drafted, achieve this goal for people cycling. While we support 
the aim of improving the bus service, we believe that most of 
the improvement to bus services can be achieved without the 
provision of an inbound bus lane along the full length of the 
road, allowing for better cycling infrastructure and improved 
green space.’

The Campaign’s responses could not have been achieved 
with the support of all those members who volunteered a 
huge amount of their time assessing the proposed schemes, 
researching and helping pull together the different aspects into 
a cohesive response. 

Roxanne De Beaux

City Deal consultation 
responses 

£10 per person per year is the figure that was recommended by the 
All-Party Parliamentary Cycling Group in its excellent report ‘Get 
Britain Cycling’ in 2014.
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Refreshing the Campaign’s branding
At the March monthly meeting we presented our new concept 
for Campaign branding. Following positive reactions to our 
ideas, the committee agreed to proceed with refining the 
concept with member feedback and moving to implementation. 
We plan to launch the new-look branding at our Reach Ride 
event on 2 May.

Why do we need to change the branding?
Our previous branding has served us well for the last 20 
years, but as our Campaign grows and changes so too must 
the way we present ourselves to our members, the public 
and the widening range of stakeholders we engage with. 
The Campaign has a strong reputation; however, a branding 
refresh was agreed to be strategically important to make the 
Campaign more accessible, boosting our membership and 
our diversity and helping to open doors to those we wish 
to influence. We also wanted our brand to help us represent 
Cambridge as the Cycling Capital of the UK to aid us in 
influencing national policy and promoting our city.

There are a few problems with our current brand that we 
know we need to overcome. Our logo is confusing, reading 
at first glance as ‘ambridge ycling ampaign’. The cycle used 
in the logo is static, difficult to use in different contexts 
(such as social media) and is not representative of the 
diversity of cycles to be found in Cambridge. The dated 
appearance of our website is completely at odds with 
the fact that we are a very current and relevant part of 
Cambridge culture.

Our approach to rebranding
To undertake the rebranding project, the committee formed 
a subgroup consisting of Robin Heydon, Roxanne De Beaux, 
Al Storer, Hester Wells and myself. The group assessed a 
number of potential branding consultants before choosing to 
commission Tim Harding (www.thisisharding.com). 

We were impressed with Tim’s understanding of what a 
branding refresh would mean for the Campaign. This wasn’t 
just about a new logo that we could stick on things but 
rather about a concept for how we communicate who we are 
and what we do. Tim has international experience and is a 
Cambridge resident who regularly cycles, often with his young 
son in the kiddie seat.

The concept development process
Tim drew up a range of initial suggestions with logos based 
on wheels, sprockets and chain-links up to whole bikes and 
even cycle routes to get a feel for the direction the subgroup 
wanted to take the brand. We decided against having a bike 
or component as part of the logo, since no single bike could 
represent everyone in the Campaign. We also felt that it 
was good to move away from an overly literal thing-as-logo 
interpretation of branding that’s so prevalent in cycle advocacy, 
yet nowhere else.

The top three ideas were selected for Tim to develop into 
fuller concepts. The selected logos were then worked 

into a full branding, including mock-ups for the website, 
Twitter and print media. At this point the subgroup 
selected a single concept to work up into a full brand 
specification.

And the new brand image is…

The chosen concept is a speech bubble to represent that the 
Campaign speaks for cycling in Cambridge. It is a distinctive 
shape that is readily recognisable, including in silhouette 
for monochrome print media, but it is also flexible as the 
proportions can be changed to suit the context. We’ve chosen 
to use ‘Dutch Orange’ as the primary colour in recognition of 
the Campaign’s aspirations for Dutch-quality infrastructure, 
with ‘Aggregate Red’ representing what we’ve achieved with 
the latest cycle lanes. The speech bubble is to be coupled with 
other items depending on the context; the web address, a 
Campaign quote, or a ‘hero cycle’.

As we know, a ‘hero cycle’ means something different to each 
individual. For this reason, we plan to capture the real diversity 
of Cambridge’s cyclists by rotating through ‘hero cycles’:   a 
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be wide for a letterhead, web banner or compressed for a 
social media icon. It would be placed over beautiful photos 
of members’ own cycles to illustrate blog posts, or alongside 
inspiring Cambridge locations in newsletter articles. We hope 
designers and artists can take the concept and create playful 
new uses of the brand.  

Next steps
The concept had a positive response from members at the 
March open meeting. There was constructive criticism too, 
which will be taken on board as we make refinements and 
finalise the brand. In particular, there remains discussion 
over the name: while remaining the Cambridge Cycling 
Campaign where an official hardline approach is needed, a 

town bike, a racer, a kid’s bike, a fixie, a folding bike, a tandem 
and more. We want you to tell us what hero cycles you think we 
should use.

In its essence, the brand is about strong imagery that evokes 
the incredibly diverse cycling culture in Cambridge. The 
bubble is more a flexible motif than prescriptive logo. It can 

We hope to have the brand complete ready for a big launch 
event at the Reach Ride (page 24). After that you should start 
to see the new look appear; initially we’ll be updating the 
web and social media sites, then refreshing the stall bike and 
redesigning the newsletter.

We will be looking to our members and Cambridge cyclists 
to help us create the imagery that represents what cycling in 
Cambridge is all about. We will be sourcing photos, artwork 
and illustrations that will be used across a variety of online 
and print platforms. Please get in touch if you would like to be 
involved.

Tom McKeown

shorter form CamCycle (or similar) better meets the branding 
goals, avoids ongoing confusion with other CCC-abbreviated 
organisations, and is already familiar to many from the 
web address and twitter handle. We’d be keen to hear your 
thoughts on this, or any other aspect of the rebranding, 
via the contact email or on Cyclescape (www.camcycle.
cyclescape.org/threads/2470).
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Many people in Cambridge own and use 
both a car and a bicycle, considering 
them essential to living with reasonable 
ease and flexibility. I sold my car on eBay 
two years ago and have no qualms in 
recommending an (almost) car-free life.

Why wouldn’t you want a 
car?
When you look at the finances involved 
in driving you realise that it really adds 
up. Selling your car doesn’t just release 
its capital value and give you a refund 
on your insurance and road tax. You also 
save on servicing, petrol, parking and 
depreciation. 

Other benefits? Well, as you will now be 
taking regular exercise you can cancel 
your gym membership; you may even 
lose weight. If you have children, they 
may be healthier and grow up not to 
require a parental taxi service. 

Everyone wins, the streets will be 
quieter, cleaner and less congested. 
Local businesses should benefit because 
cyclists are more likely to shop in 
their area and you escape from the 
mentality of having to do a ‘big shop’ at a 
supermarket.

So what are the basic things to think 
about to help you make this transition? 
Here are my top tips.

Ease of use
To have as few repairs and unexpected 
problems as possible I installed puncture-
resistant tyres, low-maintenance hub 
gears and a dynamo lighting system. 

To make parking quick and easy my bike 
has a bike stand. 

I find that a fitted frame lock that sits 
over and around the rear wheel very 
convenient, though it needs to be 
combined with a chain to wrap around a 
post. This kind of lock is not common in 
the UK and it is made by AXA. 

To keep warm and dry I find cycling 
capes useful as they pack up into a 
small volume, though they are deeply 
unfashionable. I also use skiing gloves 
and waterproof trousers with long zips 
for easy access. I make sure that I am 
protected by mud and chain guards.

Parking at home
Parking your bike at home can be a 
tricky problem and is something to think 
about when moving house. Some people 
instal a metal ring into the brickwork 
at the front of their property to provide 
something to secure their bike, otherwise 
it may mean taking your bike into or 
through your house to the garden.

If you are very short of space and wish to 

keep your bike inside then a fold-up bike 
like a Brompton is ideal. Some trailers 
have removable wheels allowing them to 
be stored in a compact fashion.

You can lobby the council to remove a 
car-parking space and site some bike 
racks instead. Two fine examples of 
on-street parking can be seen in Thoday 
Street, Romsey Town.

Carrying stuff
A permanent front basket is very useful 
for a bag or a lock. 

If you need more space, for instance 
for your groceries, then paired rear 
and perhaps front panniers are best; 
the German brand Ortlieb sells very 
tough panniers that can be left open for 
maximum carrying volume. Of course 
all the supermarkets deliver to homes 
anyway. 

Car and van hire
I regularly use a trailer to carry larger 
items (including my bee hives) but 
occasionally I need a car or a van. If you 
cannot borrow one then a Zip car or 
van can be hired at short notice for a 
minimum of an hour (www.zipcar.co.uk).
The booking is also easy to make and to 
cancel from a smart phone. An annual 
membership fee of £65 is required to 
use a Zip vehicle which can be found 
parked in car club spaces around the 
city. 

Alternatively there is www.carclub.
easycar.com where people rent out their 
own cars to others.

Heavy goods
Solving what to do about most heavy or 
bulky goods is easy: have them delivered. 
Many small local businesses can bring 
stuff to your door, sometimes for no 
extra charge. There are obvious local and 
national chains that deliver groceries 
and goods but I prefer to use those that 
put money back into the local economy 
such as Mackay’s (hardware), Ridgeons 
(builders merchants), Scotsdales (garden 
centre) and Cutlacks (general store on 
Mill Road).

John Hall

Living without a car

John’s unusual trailer passengers.
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Hi, I am Rose Eichenberger and I recently took on the role of 
Social Media officer. 

I moved to Cambridge from Amsterdam in 2006, to live with 
my now husband. I love cycling, I always cycle everywhere. My 

Hello, I’m Sarah Rodger and at the AGM last December I joined 
the committee as Newsletter Editor. I absolutely love the 
freedom that cycling gives me and very much enjoy being part 
of the Campaign, one of the 1,200 odd members who all share 
a love of two wheels. 

Growing up there were potholes and blind corners on 
country lanes, which meant that when I arrived in Cambridge 
I was a bit of a liability on the road – wobbly, not that 
great at taking my hand off the handle bars to signal and 
definitely not good at holding my space on the road. I did 
however always remember my lights for the journey home 
from the pub! 

It’s really interesting pulling together as many aspects of the 
Campaign’s work as possible. The Campaign is incredibly active 
in protecting and helping develop Cambridge as one of the 
UK’s key cycling cities whilst making sure the main message, 
that cycling is fun and is for everyone, isn’t lost along the 
way. The newsletter is entirely dependant on members to 
contribute articles and photos, and on a great team including 
proof readers, envelope stuffers and newsletter deliverers (who 
cycle around Cambridge posting newsletters through members’ 
letterboxes). 

There are massive changes afoot for Cambridge as a city and 
so it’s vital that the Campaign’s huge wealth of experience 
and expertise is recognised and allowed to feed into the big 
programme of decision-making planned for the next 20 years. 

husband and I even met through cycling, during beginners’ 
training in the velodrome. 

Before moving to Cambridge, I researched whether we 
would be able to cycle here and I was glad to find out we 
could. Initially I was taken aback by the state of the cycling 
infrastructure and the behaviour of many drivers. Over the last 
ten years, a lot has changed for the better, most of this thanks 
to action by the Cycling Campaign. Motorist behaviour has also 
massively improved, with many drivers being very courteous 
and careful around people on bikes. 

I work on the Biomedical Campus, as a research project 
manager. The campus encourages cycling to work, and I often 
see colleagues and friends in the bike park. Thankfully I have 
always been able to cycle at least part of the journey to work 
and we regularly cycle as a family too. We were one of the first 
families with a cargobike (Bakfiets) in Cambridge. We then 
moved on to the family tandem, which we now sometimes loan 
to other families. Our daughter rides her own bike now, mainly 
for short trips and for riding to school. 

We have got a long way to go before I would let her ride 
anywhere unaccompanied though, a freedom I had as a 
child growing up in the Netherlands, but I am confident that 
Cambridge will get there eventually.

Happy cycling!

New committee members

Rose and her daughter on the family tandem.

Sarah and friends on a country ride.
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The ‘Cyclepoint’ is now (nearly all) open, so 
what is it like?
For those new to this area, or subject, the ground floor contains 
little cycle parking, with what there is supposed to be for the 
disabled or those with ‘non-standard’ bikes (cargo bikes, trikes, 
tandems etc.) The remainder of the ground floor is taken up by 
a bike shop and the entrance to the hotel occupying the top 
floor and which wraps round two sides of the cycle park. Both 
the cycle shop and the hotel will open later.

A sloped/stepped ramp at a gradient of 1:6 leads to two further 
floors. This has four wheeling channels and shallow steps. A 
‘ride-able’ ramp was ruled out as that would have needed a 
gradient of 1:20, hence taking up much more internal floor 
space, and would have had to be at a remote location to avoid 
conflict with the many pedestrians in the area at the exit.

This is a splendid building for which we’ve waited nearly 20 
years, but it is not perfect.

Signage for the ground floor is abysmal, leading to ordinary 
bikes being squeezed/squashed/ stacked in an area supposedly 
reserved for non-standard bikes. There were 340 when I 
counted!

In some areas on the first floor lighting obstructs the placing 
of many bikes on the upper layer of the double-deck racks, and 
some larger bikes even hit the ceiling!

I have some slight concerns about the security of these racks, 
and I gather that in at least one place in London, modifications 
have been made.

There some ‘Sheffield’ racks available, but it might have 
been better to position them further away from the stair exit 
nearest the station entrance, so that they were less likely to 
be grabbed by early arrivers, who might otherwise have used 
a double-deck rack.

One blogger has pointed out that these racks are common in 
countries where prop stands are almost universal. This makes 
it easy to park your bike, and then use two hands to pull down 
the top rack. I chose a location close to a pillar as a means of 
propping up my bike!

In many locations the ‘aisle’ width is insufficient to easily align 
a bike for the top deck.

A trial of double-decker stands was conducted after planning 
permission was granted, and although a ‘preferred’ design was 
selected and used in a temporary cycle park, they proved not to 
be robust enough. We only recently discovered that Abellio had 
purchased racks of a different design for use within the new 
building. Only time will tell if these are robust enough.

Of course, with construction activity continuing for some 
months in this area, access to the cycle park is currently 
restricted. Rutland Cycles, who recently took over Station Cycles, 
have won the concession to run the cycle shop, and will shortly 
be opening a shop for sales, repair and hire. I expect some 
rebranding of the facilities Abellio originally proposed.

So how is it being used, and how smooth 
was the change-over?
After less than a week some 1,000 bikes were parked. A number 
of us were concerned over the short timescale for clearing 
the temporary cycle park, and somewhat threatening notices 
about removal of bikes left there. In part this was a result of a 
contractual commitment by Brookgate to release the temporary 
cycle parking area for other use, and the late delivery of the 
cycle park. In the end the change-over was better handled 
with a longer grace period, and bikes left were removed to a 
temporary storage area with the racks dismantled around them 
rather than locks damaged.

By the time you read this, the second floor should have been 
opened, and most regular users will have a chosen spot, having 

Station cycle park
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become familiar with the layout. We now await the formal 
opening later this spring.

The history
I’ve a collection of various drafts and planning briefs for the 
station area going back into the 1990s and we’ve a ‘thread’ of 
newsletter articles:
www.camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/threads/station.html
Although not recently updated, a very early article is:
www.camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/16/article5.html from 
February 1998 which reports the awarding the previous year of 
a ’Chocolate Chain’ to WAGN (West Anglia Great Northern) for 
the abysmal lack of cycle parking at Cambridge station.

By this stage plans (a Development Framework) were being 
drawn up by Railtrack (remember them?) which included cycle 
parking both north and south of the station with around 1,000 
spaces.

Later came a ‘Planning Brief’, which was overtaken by Ashwell’s 
development proposals which covered a larger area, and 
included 2,000 cycle parking spaces with room for expansion 
in a multi-storey building. As with many development plans of 
around the time, this bit the dust with the collapse of Ashwell, 
although by that time new plans had been drawn up that 
would have given similar numbers of cycle spaces on the lower 
two floors of a multi-storey car park to the north of the main 
buildings.

Brookgate had taken over and further revised these plans by 
2010, by which time some 1,200 cycles were parked in the 
station area.

The Campaign also did a detailed study of cycle parking and 
cycle movements through the gateline. See:
www.camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/90/article7.html

Finally in about August 2013 the plans for the new cycle park 

were agreed and a DfT grant of £500,000 contributed to the 
cost. See:
www.camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/109/article2.html

At that time it was hoped that the facility would open in 
December 2014.

For the future
Will anyone guess when it will fill up?

The park was designed such that one floor was approximately 
the same level as the ‘gated’ footbridge to the island platforms, 
and we have been assured that the modular nature of that 
bridge means that an additional span to reach the cycle park 
is practicable. It would of course require a gateline within the 
cycle park, and perhaps more importantly someone to fund it. 
When the new Cambridge North station opens, it is likely that 
many more London-bound trains will depart from platforms 
7 and 8. There will be lots of running up and down stairs, 
together with a crush at the existing gateline that could easily 
be avoided.

Thanks are due to all those city and county councillors and 
officials, not to mention those in the rail industry and DfT, and 
those past and present committee members of the Campaign 
who have worked on this issue over all those years.

For a very short time St Albans station actually had more cycle 
parking than Cambridge. This must never happen again!

Jim Chisholm

Exterior of cycle park showing cycle artwork.



Cambridge Cycling Campaign Newsletter 125 • April – May 201618

Cyclists in London are being warned to check under duct tape 
on bike racks before locking up their bikes. Recently spotted 
in Camberwell, south London, sections of these stands have 
been cut through by thieves and the damage then concealed by 
tape. Any bike later locked to these stands can easily be stolen 

simply by peeling back the tape and lifting out the bike. Though 
we have had no reports of this tactic being used by criminals 
in Cambridge please be vigilant for this ploy when securing 
your bike. Any damage to bike racks within Cambridge can be 
reported to the city council for repair.

Would you like your workplace to 
be more cycle friendly?

Outspoken can provide:

• Dr Bike at your workplace

• Bike maintenance courses for staff

• Quality pool bikes to hire

• Fun events from smoothie bikes
to try-out shows

• World renowned courier services!

Let us know who to contact 
and we'll do the rest.

team@outspokentraining.co.uk

I’d like to say thank you for some very quick maintenance work. 
I use the Milton Fen Road level crossing daily to join the Haling 
Way from Milton – it’s slower than other routes to the city 
centre but remarkably more pleasant. The route is well used, 
with people on cycles outnumbering drivers at least 2:1 as it is 
a dead end unless you’re on foot or a bike. 

I’d noticed around Christmas time that after a train came 
through the crossing the gates were oddly slow at lifting again. 
If there’s another train coming the lights and sirens should 
become more frequent so that it is obvious that there really is 
another train coming. But that wasn’t happening and often the 
gates would eventually lift, nothing else having come through. 
In early January, it seemed to be getting slower and slower to 
lift. 

One morning I’d had enough and, once I had got safely through, 
stopped and rang the signalman at the phone provided to 

report that there might be a problem. He was very helpful 
and put me through to a higher authority. The second person 
said it might be that the treadles were sticky. I said that, next 
time there was a maintenance gang in the area, could they 
look at them as it was still just about working but wasn’t ideal. 
Cycling home that evening, I had to wait for a train at the level 
crossing. The gates raised after the train in the manner they 
should do. Clearly someone had been despatched that day to 
sort out the problem. I’m impressed that it was fixed so quickly 
despite it at that time not being totally broken but just slow. 
I’ve no idea who to contact to say thank you for such a prompt 
resolution but at least I can put it here.

Heather Coleman

Speedy maintenance on daily commute

Compromised bike stand warning
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Tell us about you and your cycling journey.

Even though my parents have always walked and cycled for 
daily utility journeys in the smallish town where I grew up, 
reserving the car for holidays and days out, I only started 
riding a bike at the age of nine and it took me several years to 
work out how to balance the darned thing! In Cambridge as a 
student, however, it became part of my body.

I kept cycling when I moved to north London as I was living 
about two miles from where I was doing post-graduate study. 
My bike was stolen just before I moved to Reading and the 
hideous road system of my new home didn’t inspire me to buy 
a new one. I was living only about three miles from work but 
the obvious route to cycle there would have been a suicide-
wish... if only I’d had access to Cyclestreets I might well have 
found a quick, convenient and safe route (which would have 
saved me money and time since parking a car on campus was a 
nightmare).

I came back to Cambridge for a job on the Addenbrooke’s 
campus a bit over twenty years ago. Immediately I was 
desperate to get another bicycle as I knew how much easier 
cycling would make my life.

When and why did you join Cambridge Cycling Campaign?

There was some kind of Cycle to Work Week and I think the 
Campaign were offering free breakfasts at the Tesco café 
opposite where I lived. I’m never one to turn down free food, 
especially bacon. It was around the same time that there was 
a mad-cap scheme to do to Hills Road what had been done to 
Milton Road many years earlier. I’d used Milton Road once or 
twice and thought it utter cycling hell, dodging pedestrians and 
cars coming out of driveways from behind six-foot-tall hedges. 
I depended on cycling on Hills Road for all of my social and 
out-of-work activities and the people from the Campaign who I 
spoke to appeared to be actively fighting this terrible proposal, 
plus it was cheap to join, so why not?

What volunteer activities have you been involved in?

I try to help out when I can or if it’s an issue I feel particularly 
strongly about, such as the awful, totally inadequate cycle 
parking at Addenbrooke’s. 

I’ve done a couple of planning objections on behalf of the 
Campaign and I’ve taken part in a few surveys, such as at 
the Adrian Way/Long Road junction and on Nuffield Road. I 
think gathering data to demonstrate a problem is vital for 
campaigning. I contribute to the Newsletter when I can, with 
something that I feel has been overlooked or to give others 
food for thought. I also deliver the Newsletters in my village. I 
contribute ideas to Cyclescape discussions even if I don’t have 
the time to draw up any final required document.

I wish I had time to get more involved but there are only so 
many hours in the day and days in the week. That’s why it’s 
useful if there are lots of people doing little things, as all those 
littles do add up.

What has been the best thing about volunteering with the 
Campaign?

Getting to meet other people who actually get ‘it’. Where ‘it’ 
is that using a bicycle as part of your repertoire of transport 
choices is an obvious solution. And that bicycles are therefore 
bona fide traffic and should be catered for as such.

What would you like to happen in the future of the Campaign and 
cycling in Cambridge?

I think we just have to continue chipping away, firstly at 
things that really need fixing and secondly making sure that 
anything new doesn’t actually make something worse. Cycling 
in Cambridge is not a fringe leisure activity, but a part of 
everyday life for a large proportion of the population; why on 
earth should it be shoved out of the way on pavements, forced 
to use winding back streets and the like? Cycling in Cambridge 
makes a major contribution to the economy, and we need to be 
making sure that those who don’t seem to understand this are 
made to understand it.

What would you say to others who are considering active 
involvement with the Campaign?

There are always things you can do, as and when you have 
the time or the need arises. If there’s a bad junction in your 
area or a piece of totally substandard infrastructure, start an 
issue or thread on Cyclescape. Discussions can lead to a sub-
campaign which may well result in real change, benefitting the 
whole of the local cycling community. One thing I suspect the 
Campaign needs are people to review what might be a long 
Cyclescape discussion into concise summary. This would be 
really helpful as it could then form the basis for an out-of-the 
blue letter to the council about something we have spotted, or, 
probably more importantly, a formal Campaign response to a 
consultation or planning application. 

Sarah Rodger

Volunteer interview: Heather Coleman

Heather’s trusty steed.



Cambridge Cycling Campaign Newsletter 125 • April – May 201620

The new branded bicycle.

Cambridge University seems to pinning 
its colours to the handlebars.

In June last year the CamCard, an identity 
card which is given to each University 
alumnus, was redesigned featuring a 
Cambridge Blue town bike. 

This month is has been announced 
that the University has teamed up 
with British bike company Bobbin 
to launch its own line of branded 
bicycles. These will be complete 
with Cambridge Blue detailing, the 
university crest embroidered onto a 

leather saddle and ‘racks for carrying 
luggage, studying material, or picnics 
on’. There will be both city bike and 
racer models and are said to be 
designed for ‘light hills’.

Sarah Rodger

Brand bike

AGM accounts follow-up
The Charity Commission requires 
that any charity with a turnover 
of £25,000 or more must have its 
accounts examined independently. The 
Campaign’s accounts for the financial 
year to the end of last September 
passed this figure for the first time, but 
as the accounts were only finalised a 
few days before the AGM last December 
the examination couldn’t be completed 
in time for the report to be presented to 
the meeting.

The examination was carried out 
by Cambridgeshire ACRE (Action for 
Communities in Rural England), based 
in Ely. They are themselves a charity and 
provide some financial services, including 
payroll and accounts examination, 
for other charitable and community 
organisations.

The Charity Commission provides a set 
of directions on how to carry out an 
independent examination and these 

were followed by the Cambs ACRE 
examiner. He reported in January in a 
form similar to an auditor’s report.

To summarise the examiner’s statement 
which concludes the short report: nothing 
came to his attention that gave him 
reason to believe we have failed to keep 
adequate accounting records or that we 
have not prepared accounts in accordance 
with those records and with the 
requirements of the 2011 Charities Act. 
He also stated that he had found nothing 
to which attention should be drawn in 
order properly to understand the accounts. 
While the examination doesn’t go into 
the accounts in the same detail as an 
audit, the process can give members and 
others some degree of confidence that 
the accounts presented at the AGM are an 
accurate representation of the Campaign’s 
finances.

Chris Dorling
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Employee cycle parking.

A recent survey undertaken by Travel for 
Cambridgeshire shows commuters are 
starting to shift from four wheels to two.

Travel for Cambridgeshire is a not-
for-profit partnership hosted by 
Cambridgeshire County Council, one of 
its ten partners. It aims to ensure that 
as many journeys as possible to and for 
work are made using sustainable travel 
modes – whether car-sharing, public 
transport, cycling and walking. It works 
with employers to help deliver and 
promote sustainable and healthy travel 
by employees. 

Each year, starting in 1999, the 
organisation has run a survey of its 
members to track how their staff travel 
to work. The data from 21 companies 
who participated in both the 2011 and 
2015 surveys have shown significantly 
positive trends toward more sustainable 
transport. The percentage of staff driving 
alone to work has fallen by nearly 

course of two weeks in October 2015. 
October was chosen as the date to 
be monitored back in 1999, and has 
remained a constant for the survey to 
ensure that it tracked concerted travel 
habits and avoided false positives from 
fair-weather cyclists.

The period between 2011 and 2015 
is relevant as over the last three years 
there has been a significant increase 
in the amount of support available to 
employees, as Cambridgeshire County 
Council has taken part in a central 
government-funded project called the 

3%, whilst the average percentage of 
those cycling the commute increased 
by 3% and train usage saw a rise of 1%. 
Car-sharing proved to be less popular 
however, dropping by almost one 
percentage point. 

The figures represent the longest 
stretch of the journey so do not take 
into account those who cycle or walk 
into the city having driven the majority 
of the way beforehand, or those who 
walk or cycle to catch a train. The 
results were gathered from over 11,600 
responses from 74 employers over the 

Local Sustainable Transport Fund. This 
has funded over 30 events including the 
Cycle Challenge (526 participants cycling 
over 77,000 miles) and eight Dr Bike 
workshops.

In term of cycling infrastructure, the 
project will have delivered over 100 bike 
parking places, two bike maintenance 
stands and showers.

If you want to know more or wish to find 
out how your company/employer can 
promote sustainable transport, please 
contact Travel for Cambridgeshire on 
01223 715550 or email at info@tfw.org.uk 

Kate Day

Congestion drives people onto two wheels from four

Cycle maintenance is key.
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’Male students protesting in response to a 
proposal that full degrees be awarded to 
female students. They hung an effigy of a 
women in ‘rational dress’ riding a bicycle 
above Market Square. Following the vote 
against the favour of women, the effigy 
was destroyed, decapitated and pushed 
through the gates of Newnham College.’ 
Cambridge Daily News, 1897

If you would be interested in 
participating in a history project about 
women and cycling in Cambridge to 
present at the 2017 festival please email 
contact@camcycle.org.uk

International Women’s Day (8 March) 
was celebrated in Cambridge with a 
weekend Women of the World (WOW) 
Festival. Together with Outspoken we 
participated in the festival to celebrate 
the relationship between women 
and cycling in Cambridge and to help 
empower women to make their cycling 
experience even better. 

Our stall was in the Market Square where 
Roxanne, our Campaign Officer, and 
Catherine, Head Mechanic for Outspoken, 
had many great conversations with local 
women (and some men) about their 
cycling experience, what was good about 
it and how it could be improved. 

Three puncture-repair demonstrations 
were provided by Catherine which 
were well attended and appreciated by 
participants, a few of whom mentioned 
that simple maintenance issues had 
prevented them from cycling in the past. 

Roxanne also presented a ten-minute 
‘WOW bite’ about the relationship 
between women and cycling in 
Cambridge. The presentation briefly 
explored the early days of female 
students in Cambridge where, along with 
global movements, the bicycle became a 
symbol of their changing world. Roxanne 
also discussed the present day where 

Cambridge leads the rest of the UK with 
very high rates of women cycling.

The key messages – women have always 
had a relationship with cycling, and for 
them cycling has a strong alignment with 
political action and change. Now, women 
must campaign for a world where they 
can cycle safely. There is no magic formula 
to increase rates of women cycling, the 
same solution applies for all and that is 
better infrastructure. Cambridge has a 
long way to go but is still an example to 
the rest of the UK and beyond.

All in all the day was a great success 
which we hope to expand upon next year 
with, among other things, a celebratory 
bike ride around Cambridge. 

Women and cycling

Early image of the The Girton Bicycle Club 
featured in the Girton Review.
Source: The Mistress and Fellows of Girton 
College 

Catherine, Head Mechanic for Outspoken and Roxanne, our Campaign Officer

Key facts about women 
and cycling in Cambridge
(Based on cycling to work statistics 
from 2011 Census)

•  45% of commuters are women

•  29.7% of female commuters cycle

•  30.6% of male commuters cycle

•  if all active travel modes are 
considered then 46.7% of women 
use active transport, 44.2% of men. 

•  UK average: 3.9% of men and 1.6% 
of women cycle to work

History of women and 
cycling in Cambridge
‘Bicycling has been the chief amusement 
of considerably more than half the 
College this term. From the early hours 
of the morning till dark at night, figures 
are seen riding round the woodlands and 
gravel tennis courts’ 
Girton College Review 1894 (Girton 
College was for women only until 1976).

Source: Cambridge Daily News, 21 May 1897 
Via: http://www.sheilahanlon.com



Cambridge Cycling CampaignNewsletter 125 • April – May 2016 23

Campaign Diary

Monthly meetings
The Campaign’s monthly general meeting is held in the Friends’ 
Meeting House, Jesus Lane on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Business starts at 8pm, with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and 
a chance to chat, and for us to introduce ourselves to new 
members. The agenda includes opportunities to discuss current 
issues and planning matters. Sometimes there is a speaker.

Next meetings: 5 April, 3 May, 7 June.

Social
Monday 18 April Join us for a social gathering at CB2 café, 
5-7 Norfolk Street from 7pm.

Reach Ride
Monday 2 May Our annual ride to the traditional village fair 
at Reach on May Day is an ideal family day out. See www.
camcycle.org.uk/events/rides

Cycle Hack
CycleHack Cambridge 24 - 26 June at Anglia Ruskin University.

Newsletter dates
There are several opportunities for members to help with 
the newsletter. One is by writing articles, taking photos 
and providing other illustrations. There is advice about this 
and style guidelines on our website www.camcycle.org.uk/
newsletters/guidelines.html .

Sunday 24 April Copy deadline for Newsletter 126 June–July 2016

The copy deadline is now ten days before the monthly 
meeting, so we can be more confident of getting newsletters 
distributed before the start of the month.

Volunteers are also needed to help put newsletters into 
envelopes and then to deliver them. If you might be able to 
assist, please contact Lisa Woodburn (via contact@camcycle.
org.uk) who co-ordinates this. Stuffing of the newsletter 
is usually on the last Tuesday or Wednesday of the month 
before the newsletter appears.

Newsletter meetings These are held every two months, 
shortly after the newsletter has appeared, to discuss the most 
recent issue and plan the next one. They are held at 5.45pm 
in Grads Café on the 3rd floor of the University Centre. All 
welcome. Details will be on Cyclescape thread #979.

City and county council committees
Campaign members may be interested in attending Planning 
Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often include 
cycling and walking issues. Development Control Forum and Joint 
Development Control Committee meetings, which determine the 
Planning Applications relating to the major housing development 
proposals for the Cambridge sub-region, are also open to the 
public. The Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee meetings 
also often cover walking/cycling/transport issues. 

Information on dates and venues is on www.cambridge.gov.
uk/democracy/ and minutes of meetings are also available. 
Agendas are usually online there about a week in advance. 
Please check the website in case meetings have been 
cancelled or times or venues changed.

Cambridge City Joint Area Committee administered by 

Cambridgeshire County Council. There are no scheduled meetings 
listed at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20146/council_meetings . 

Development Control Forum: usually on a Wednesday at 
10am in Committee Room 1 & 2 – Guildhall. Next meetings: 
13 April, 11 May.

Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee: usually on a 
Tuesday at 4.30pm in Room 1 & 2 – Guildhall. Next meeting: 
14 June.

East Area Committee: usually a Thursday at 7pm in the 
Meeting Room – Cherry Trees Day Centre. Next meeting: 7 April. 

Greater Cambridge City Deal Executive Board administered 
by South Cambridgeshire District Council. Details at www4.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/citydeal/ Meets at 2pm. Next 
meetings: meeting on 8 April cancelled; 16 June; proposed 
venue: South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne.

Greater Cambridge City Deal Joint Assembly administered 
by South Cambridgeshire District Council. Next meeting: 
2 June, 2pm; proposed venue: South Cambridgeshire Hall, 
Cambourne.

Joint Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes: 
usually a Wednesday at 10.30am in Committee Room 1 & 2 – 
Guildhall. Next meetings: 20 April, 18 May.

Joint Strategic Transport and Spatial Planning Group: no 
meetings listed at democracy.cambridge.gov.uk .

North Area Committee: usually a Thursday at 6.30pm. No 
meetings listed at democracy.cambridge.gov.uk . 

Planning Committee: usually a Wednesday at 10am in 
Committee Room 1 & 2 – Guildhall. Next meetings: 6 April, 
27 April, 1 June.

South Area Committee: usually a Monday at 7pm. Next 
meeting: 18 April, Wilkinson Room, St John the Evangelist 
Church, Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 8RN.

West Central Area Committee: usually a Wednesday at 7pm. 
Next meeting: 20 April, proposed venue: St Augustine’s 
Church, Richmond Road, Cambridge CB4 3PS 

Cycle rides
If you enjoy cycling around Cambridge and would like to go a bit 
further, then why not come for a bike ride with CTC Cambridge? 
We’re the local group of CTC, the UK’s national cycling charity, 
and we organise sociable, non-competitive cycle rides in the 
countryside around Cambridge several times a week. Our rides 
vary from short, leisurely rides to longer, more strenuous rides; 
there’s sure to be a ride to suit you. From Sunday 3 April (a week 
after the clocks change) the start time will change to 9am and 
our rides will become slightly longer to reflect the earlier start 
and the lengthening days. Our Sunday afternoon rides will 
continue to start at 1pm, though the time of our afternoon tea 
stop will change to 3.30pm to allow us a slightly longer ride. 
Visit our website ctc-cambridge.org.uk for full details.

Nigel Deakin

Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to decline to 
promote events or activities where helmets or high-visibility 
clothing are required or implied.
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The tenth annual cycle ride to the fair in 
the village of Reach will be held on bank 
holiday Monday 2 May. 

The event is free to take part, open to all 
and there is no registration process – just 
turn up and ride. 

The ride leaves from in front of the 
Guildhall in Market Square, Cambridge 
at 10am prompt, but for about an hour 
beforehand riders gather in the square. 
There’s a sense of excitement and 
anticipation as groups of friends come 
together, marshals make themselves 
known and last-minute adjustments to 
bikes are made. The numbers of people 
on the ride depend very much on the 
weather: in recent years we’ve had well 
over 500. For the last five or six years 
we’ve had the Mayor ride with us, but 
unfortunately not this time though we 
do expect many city councillors to be 
joining us.

We set off at a steady pace and head out 
of Cambridge along the river, where more 
groups of riders are waiting to join us at 
the Fort St. George, Riverside and Green 
Dragon bridges. There’s also usually a big 
group waiting to join us at Newmarket 
Road Park & Ride site which we pass 
through at about 10.30am.

We follow national cycle network (NCN) 
route 51 to Bottisham which runs along 
an off-road cycle path all the way to the 
village. At Bottisham we turn left and 
head towards Lode following NCN route 
11. This is on road, though for some of it 
there is a shared-use cycleway that some 
will prefer to use. We use the toucan 

crossing to get over the Quy / Swaffahm 
Road. After Lode there’s a few miles in 
open fenland, where the roads are usually 
quiet with occasional agricultural traffic.

We arrive at Reach after a half mile of 
gentle uphill – the only gradient on the 
route. We’ve got a mown field to park 
bikes and most people lock their bikes 
together in groups. As usual we’ve been 
asked to remind participants not to lock 
their bikes to the cemetery fence.

The fair officially opens at 12 noon with 
proclamations from the dignitaries and 
the throwing of pennies – to the delight 
of many children. Watch dancing around 
the maypole and Morris dancing, enjoy 
the food and beer tents and funfair rides 
or go off for a ride further into the fens.

We lead a return home to Cambridge 

along the same route from the bike 
parking area at 2pm and arrive back at 
Guildhall by 4pm to say our farewells. 
It has been a real pleasure to see this 
ride grow in popularity over the years; we 
are grateful for the support we receive 
from the city council, Outspoken Cycles, 
BikeWeek and our volunteers. If you’d 
like to be involved then do contact the 
Campaign, or join us as we sweep the 
route on a recce ride which leaves from 
the Guildhall at 10am on Saturday 30 April. 
If your newsletter has spare copies of our 
promotional leaflet, please do use them as 
posters, or give them to your friends.

Simon Nuttall

Twitter: @ReachRide 
Web: www.camcycle.org.uk/ReachRide 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1520338004936394/

Join us for the 10th anniversary of the Reach Ride!


