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Chair’s comment

If you like what you see in this newsletter, add your
voice to those of our 1,100 members by joining the
Campaign.
Membership costs are:
£3.50 Budget (no paper newsletter will normally
be provided)
£17.50 Individual
£22.50 Household
£100 Donor
For this, you get six newsletters a year, discounts at a
large number of bike shops, and you will be supporting
our work.
Join now on-line at:
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership
Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up in 1995 to
voice the concerns of cyclists. We are not a cycling club,
but a voluntary organisation promoting cycling for
public benefit and representing the concerns of cyclists
in and around Cambridge.
Registered charity number 1138098

We live in interesting times. The City
Deal is starting to become a little more
concrete. The main arguments from
residents outside the city are that
everybody drives and therefore we must
accommodate those people. I live
outside the city myself, but that doesn't
mean that I can't cycle. A cycle path was
recently built from my village into the
city and that has made cycling so much
easier.
If you look in the centre of this
newsletter, there is a long list of ideas to
really transform Greater Cambridge into
a place that is world-leading, not just in
terms of cycling but also in terms of
traffic management. These ideas have
been collated by a new group called
Better City Deal, which is trying to move
the discussion away from solely
implementing bus priority lanes to,
instead, smartly managing the traffic we
have and allowing people to change
modes quickly and easily.
In this issue we also welcome a whole
lot of new people to the world of cycling.
The students are back, and along with
them is all the traffic chaos caused by
people driving to work and via school to
drop the kids off.

Our meetings, open to all, are on the first Tuesday of
each month, 7.30pm for 8.00pm until 10.00pm at the
Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge.
Elected Committee Members
and Trustees 2014-2015
Chair (and Charity Chair) – Robin Heydon
Vice-Chair (and Charity Secretary) – Hester Wells
Treasurer (and Charity Treasurer) – Chris Dorling
Events Officer – Vacant
Liaison Officer – Martin Lucas-Smith
Membership Secretary – Sue Edwards
Planning Officer – Colin Rosenstiel
Press Officer – Vacant
Recruitment Officer – Tom McKeown
Schools and Outreach Officer – Vacant
Web Officer – Neil Spenley
Campaigners – Richard Burgess, Jim Chisholm, Monica
Frisch, John Hall, Oscar Hughes, Richard Jennings and
Al Storer

The nights will be getting darker soon.
The autumnal weather should hopefully
be fine, dry, and not very windy. But
before you look forward to that
refreshing cycle into work in a thick
heavy coat, please check your bicycle
lights are working.

We would like to
announce that the
AGM this year will
be delayed by a
month. For the last
few years we've
been struggling to
get everything in order for the usual
November meeting, so this year we've
decided to give ourselves an extra 28
days, and to host the AGM on 1
December. Please come along if you are
really passionate about cycling, want to
benefit from volunteering for the
Campaign, or have a small issue that
you think would be really easy to fix and
would like to help the Campaign with.
Also, do consider joining the committee
to help steer our venerable institution
through the next few and most likely
exciting years.
Lastly, there is a new video about
cycling in Cambridge. Streetfilms have
made many videos about transportation
in cities but had yet to visit the UK,
never mind Cambridge. Well, they came
over, rode around, saw, videoed, and
produced a fantastic film. Unfortunately
it includes a big bloke with long hair
riding around and talking about a few of
the things that make Cambridge special.
For that I do apologise.
I think we should now make this official:
Welcome to the Cycling Capital of the
UK.
Robin Heydon
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Annual general meeting
This year our AGM will be on
Tuesday 1 December at the Friends’
Meeting House.

motions must be received by the Chair
via our usual contact details by 3 November.

We are in the final stages of confirming
our guest speaker and we can assure
members that we have a treat in store.

All Campaign members who are present
at the AGM can vote in the election of
the committee – the Board of Trustees
of the Charity - for 2016. All committee
posts will be up for election and those
standing will have the opportunity to
make a short statement to the AGM.

Formal AGM business and
elections
Following our guest speaker’s talk we
will complete the formal business of the
AGM, including elections to the
committee. There are currently no
motions submitted for the AGM. Any

that you have a proposer who will sign
a note of support before the start of
the formal business of the AGM. We
are particularly keen to get candidates
for the posts of Treasurer, Web and
New Media Officer and Under 25
Officer. Please join us for this
important work. The nomination form
can be found at
www.camcycle.org.uk/about/charity/bo
ardoftrustees/

Nominations

Hester Wells

If you want to stand for any of the
committee positions, our rules require

Treasurer needed
Treasurer Chris Dorling has advised us
that he will not be standing for the
position of Treasurer at the next AGM.
We would like to thank Chris for the
outstanding work that he has done since
joining the committee in 2009 and in the
role of Treasurer since 2010. In

particular, Chris has been instrumental
in ensuring the excellent management
of the Campaign’s finances while
transitioning to new membership rates.
He has also established the financial
foundations and processes required to
have a Campaign employee.

We hope to have Chris’s continued
involvement in the Campaign and thank
him again for all of his hard work.
Robin Heydon

Joining the committee
This is an excellent opportunity to
become more involved in the Campaign
and to develop your own skills while
making a real difference to the local
quality of life for all. We welcome new
members to the committee and previous
experience is not required.
On behalf of members, the committee
sets the strategic direction and priorities
for the Campaign. Committee members
can also assist with managing our
employee, responding to consultations,
attending meetings, and administering
aspects of the Campaign, all depending
on the time they can spare.
Committee members will be able to
lead our exciting initiatives planned for
2016 which include:
● campaigning to ensure the once-ina-generation City Deal delivers the
best possible solutions for cycling
in Cambridge.
● refreshing the Campaign brand

● updating our campaign website

● Newsletter Editor

● improving our engagement with
local businesses and students

● Events (Rides/Stall)

● developing corporate sponsorship
packages

● Web and New Media

● continuing the developments of our
membership database and electronic
communications.
Members of the committee are
supported in their work by our full-time
employee, the Cycling Campaign Officer.
The committee positions include:
● Chair (and Charity Chair)
● Vice-Chair (and Charity Secretary)
● Treasurer (and Charity Treasurer)
plus the following others:
● Membership Secretary
● Liaison Officer
● Planning Officer

● Recruitment
● Press Officer
● Schools and Student Outreach
● General Campaigner (Three posts. In
addition, any position named in the
second list for which no candidate is
nominated, will become a general
campaigner post.)
The General Campaigner posts are
flexible to accommodate your special
interest or expertise. You can find out
more about the roles of the committee
members at
www.camcycle.org.uk/about/charity/boar
doftrustees/
Hester Wells
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Abbey–Chesterton Bridge
Public meeting
On Monday 7 September a public meeting was held to
introduce some options for designs of the proposed new
bridge, together with some suggested provision for the
approach ramps.
You can view the options on the county council website at:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/newbridge
Regular readers will know that there has been some local
controversy over both the location and the need for any such
bridge. At this well attended meeting, following the
presentations, such opposition was much muted. It is now
clear that the bridge will be close to the existing railway
structure and the approach ramps are likely to be formed as an
extension of the existing railway embankments. This vastly
reduces the impact on Ditton Meadows compared to some
early proposals.
Although the span will be around 40m the total length of both
approach ramps will be over 100m. Hence the design of the
ramps will form a significant part of the appearance if not the
cost. Building such ramps from soil as an extension of the
existing railway embankments will clearly, in time, much
soften the visual impact. Steps at the bridge ends will enable
those on foot to shortcut the ramps and reduce conflicts on
ramps, such as occur at Green Dragon Bridge.

Any designs here need the cooperation and support of
Network Rail. Not only do they currently own the triangle of
land on the north bank on which the bridge would be forced to
land, but any design which increased cycle or foot traffic on
the Fen Road crossing would be very likely to result in a veto
from them. Network Rail would have such powers even if they
did not hold that key piece of land.

So what of the designs?
I've a preference for option 2, which has clear segregation
between those on foot and bike, with both sections being
2.7m. It is the widest design but the construction depth means
the approach ramps could be slightly longer. Both the other
options are narrower at 4m and, even if informally segregated,
future increases in use could cause unnecessary conflicts.
Although option 1 looks as though it could easily be widened
by say half a metre, I feel the structural design of option 3
would preclude any widening.

Getting agreement for this bridge is
urgent
All these designs have splayed sides and would have
appropriate but not intrusive safety rails and lighting. The
splayed sides give a greater effective width, especially for
cycling. The effective width of the cycle section of the bridge
at the station is only 2m when you take into account the
vertical face at the edge. The obvious way to have segregation
is for the foot section to be on the downstream (away from the
railway) side. This side will have excellent views over Ditton
Meadows, and is the place that many will loiter to gaze about,
so clearly should be the preferred pedestrian side.
Getting agreement for this bridge is urgent. It will not be quick
to construct. It is crucial to establishing sustainable travel
patterns that this bridge and the approaches from Abbey ward
are open as soon as possible after the opening of Cambridge
North station, and ideally before any other developments in
the Cambridge Northern fringe are completed.
Jim Chisholm

Designs by Knight Architects
included opposite courtesy of
Cambridgeshire County
Council.

Campaign Chair Robin Heydon in front of the proposed bridge
location.
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Abbey–Chesterton Bridge – pictures of options
Option 1: A lattice beam, with a
structural pattern wrapped
around the deck.

Option 2: A spine beam, with
above deck structure along the
centreline of the bridge.

Option 3: An arched truss, with
the structure on one side of the
bridge.
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Saffron Walden’s shortest link
After four and a half years of campaigning, Access Walden
marked the first changes on the ground with a photo call that
attracted around 100 people early on a Sunday morning. I caught
the train from Cambridge to join them and see what they had
achieved.
The journey between Audley End railway station and Saffron
Walden's market square is two miles and equates to about 15
minutes cycling or 40 minutes on foot. A mile of this is along
Wenden Road which looks like a typical country lane, just
wide enough to provide two lanes of motor traffic. At either
end there's a short section of footway, but for half a mile in
the middle, where the road twists and turns through the hilly
landscape, there is no footway. The speed limit is 60mph and
the sense of vulnerability is sharpened in the hollows where
the banks on either side block any escape route should you be
walking or cycling along there when motor traffic appears
from both directions.
As it is the shortest route it is the one that most walkers and
cyclists would choose, but that also makes it attractive to
motor traffic. In the weekday morning peak the road is
especially busy and hostile as drivers make the dash to the
station, many to drop off children to attend schools in
Cambridge.
The result is that many conclude that they'd prefer to drive or
be driven and so in turn add to the vicious circle that limits
walking or cycling only to those brave enough or who find
themselves with no other option. This is known in the
business as suppressed demand.

Chicanes on a 60mph road. This is not going to encourage new
cyclists on the route between Audley End railway station and
Saffron Walden.

Access Walden is the campaign group focused on this problem
and they have succeeded in bringing together the relevant
groups and agreeing these changes to the road which are now
in place:
● conversion of ¼ mile of Wenden Road at the Saffron
Walden end to one-way east-bound for motor traffic with
a contraflow cycle lane
● four chicanes along the rest of the length of Wenden
Road that force one traffic lane to give way to the other
● diversion of a bus route.
Disappointingly, the speed limit remains unchanged at 60
mph, and there is no change to the footway. The chicanes are
plastic and are bolted to the road surface, so they feel very
cheap and temporary. There is no tangible improvement in the
protection provided to walkers and cyclists and so the changes
are unlikely to attract new users.
Judging by the tales I heard and the length of time it has taken
to get anything done, it sounds like those responsible for
traffic in Essex were unwilling to recognise that a problem
existed. Now that a step has been taken, I'd expect that over
time the changes will bed in. Then it ought to become easier
to make more improvements in favour of walking and cycling.
So the job is not yet done and they will have to continue the
campaigning work, and we wish them well with that.
Simon Nuttall
Many more photos at:
http://www.cyclestreets.net/photomap/tags/accesswalden/

The contraflow cycle lane on Wenden Road takes up almost all of
one carriageway. The woman pushing a pram in the road proves
the footway is not up to the job.
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Summer sharrows
Over the summer, two-way cycling has been implemented in
dozens of streets that were approved for conversion last year.
A certain type of road marking has become a more common
sighting.
‘Sharrow’ is a North American name for a road marking
showing a cycle symbol with an arrow indicating a permitted
direction for cycling. One of the first places they were
introduced in Cambridge was along the northern end of St.
Andrew's Street. Although not everyone thinks they are useful,
in my experience they have helped to reinforce my claim to be
legitimately cycling southbound there.
Sharrows have been added at the start of the contraflow
section on all the streets that have been converted to two-way
cycling. In some of the streets the sharrows have been
repeated along much of the length.
Garden Walk has been a false one-way street for many years.
Cars park informally in long blocks on one side of the road or
the other for almost the whole length. There's just enough
room for other motor traffic to pass, but when a bicycle is
coming the other way something has to give. The Campaign
has heard reports of confrontations, with drivers claiming that

bikes have no right to be going the other way. The sharrows
help to clear up that misunderstanding.

The sharrows are placed to confirm
legitimacy and are not necessarily the
most effective place to cycle
But where the cars are parked on the same side of the road as
the contraflow, the sharrows stop. This is probably because it
would mean putting them outside the ‘parking lane’, which in
this case would be over the centre-line and on the right hand
side of the road. And this brings me to the point: the sharrows
are placed to confirm legitimacy and are not necessarily the
most effective place to cycle. As a result some sharrows
appear to be very misleadingly placed.
If sharrows are going to become much more common, as
seems likely, it surely makes sense to put them in the most
sensible place to ride. One of the techniques encouraged by
Bikeability training is to encourage riders to think about where
they are most visible - and that is well away from the gutter
and the car door lane.
Simon Nuttall

In St. Andrew's Street sharrows confirm your legitimacy in the
game of facing off buses and other traffic.

In Garden Walk three sharrows confirm contraflow cycling. But
where the car parking changes sides the sharrows stop.

One sharrow does not a summer make: this is the only one in
Ross Street.
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Cambridge Cycle Centre
Cambridge Cycling Campaign is sorry to see the closure of
another independent city centre cycle shop: Cambridge Cycle
Centre in Botolph Lane will be shut by the time this
newsletter reaches you. However, the expertise of its owner,
Luke Godliman, will not be lost, as he is joining Blazing
Saddles, in Cherry Hinton Road. Monica Frisch interviewed
him to find out more about his plans for the future.
Luke, Cambridge Cycling Campaign is very sorry to see Cambridge
Cycle Centre closing. How long have you been running Cambridge
Cycle Centre?
It's been eleven years on my own, plus two years before that
with Mark. (Mark Peters, see below.)
How did you get into the cycle repair business in the first place?
I was originally a car and lorry mechanic at 16 years old, at
Welch's Garage in Shelford. After three years there I moved to
Cycle King on Mill Road. Then after two years Ben Hayward
Cycles were advertising for a mechanic so I applied. After I
serviced a bike for them they took me on and I was there for
twelve years. I was really able to refine my skills - twelve
good years. They allowed me to become as good as I could be.

Luke Godliman in his workshop at Cambridge Cycle Centre
I gather you are quite well-qualified...
Yes, I am Cytech tech level 2 and 3 qualified and went for a
further qualification in professional wheel building. I am a
good cycle mechanic and my work has been praised.
The Cytech website explains: ‘Cytech technical three
represents the pinnacle of technical proficiency. This level can
be attained only by experienced cycle technicians with a full
understanding of the advanced engineering behind high-end
performance cycles. Cytech is the internationally recognised
training and accreditation scheme for bicycle technicians and
delivers training and promotion of technical skills to the cycle
trade and enthusiasts worldwide.’
You must be upset at having to close but I understand the
landlord is not renewing the lease.
I am upset. It's been tough running a shop on my own. I never
envisaged that; I really prefer to be round the back. But it has
been a great experience for me. It has taught me a lot about
customer care. But at the end of the day I'm a mechanic rather
than a salesman.
So what are you going to do?

The now closed Cambridge Cycle Centre in Botolph Lane.

I figured out that it's hard to run a business on one's own.
Time to do anything outside the business is hard to find. My
friend Mark Peters at Blazing Saddles is in very much the same
situation. So working together with someone who is as adept
as I am at the mechanical side should work well. The work will
always be the same high quality. We both take a lot of pride in
our work. We don't like getting things wrong. It's really about
quality of service. And it helps us as our doing a good job
usually leads on to further work. If a bike we've serviced or
repaired is brought back we know what we've done, we are
familiar with the bike and that makes the work easier. It ends
up saving money and time. And we've got happy customers.
What services will you be able to offer at Blazing Saddles?
We are going to be offering fast, very high quality, service
work, so punctures can be repaired while you wait. Service
work will be second to none including cleaning the bike after
it has been serviced.
Monica Frisch
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Market Square cycle parking
There is a constant demand for more cycle parking. If you
build it they will come. This has been proved time and time
again, from new cycle paths to increased cycle parking.
I was watching a film about the building of the Victoria tube
line in London the other week and it gave me an idea that
should get people thinking.
In the film, they decided to build a new tube station concourse
just underneath Oxford Circus traffic junction. The road was
closed only for about five days during the one year period it
took to construct the whole concourse. Actually, they first
closed small parts of the road to drill down and construct deep
piles that would hold up the station concourse and the road
above it. Then they built an ‘umbrella’ over those piles. The
umbrella took about three days to construct over a bank
holiday weekend. On the Tuesday morning the road was
working again just as before, except of course it was now a
little higher.

They then dug down underneath that umbrella, constructed
everything they needed below, and built a new roof/road.
Once complete, the umbrella was removed and everything was
back to normal.
Now imagine doing that to Market Square. Building those piles
should be easier as it is not a major road. You could move the
square up a metre or so and then dig out the dirt from
underneath.
I'd go down three storeys. The first basement level would be
for rental bicycles, guarded and valet cycle parking, and
significantly improved facilities for the market traders. The
next two levels would be for bicycle parking. My estimate is
that we could easily fit in about 2,500 bicycle parking spaces
over two floors below Market Square.
Robin Heydon

Tesco paths un-bunged
For a decade the path past the Tesco supermarket between
Newmarket Road and Riverside has been marred by a
particularly severe set of barriers. They were placed across the
full width of the path at a corner where three paths meet. The
barriers have now been removed making the flow through
here much smoother for all people - especially those carrying
shopping. Bollards a little further towards Riverside remain
and will limit any excessive speed.
On the other side of the supermarket a fence that had been
repeatedly attacked to create a route to Rowlinson Way and

River Lane looks as though it has been made into an official
access point.
We wrote to the council asking about these changes, but
despite sending a reminder we have still not heard and so
we do not know the full story here, whether or not the
changes are permanent and whom we should thank. An
obstructive set of barriers does remain adjacent to the main
car park entrance and we should like these to be removed.
Simon Nuttall

The barriers, shown here in 2009, were a test of agility.

The previous unofficial access towards River Lane.

Free-flowing foot and pedal traffic.

New access point from the River Lane side.
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City Deal special: Madingley Road/A1303 corridor in detail
As reported in Newsletter 121, the Madingley Road/A1303
corridor is the first Greater Cambridge City Deal scheme to go
to consultation, as part of a wider Cambourne to Cambridge
bus priority scheme.
The alternative options for the section east of the A428/A1303
roundabout are:
1a a dedicated inbound bus lane along the current route
from the Madingley Mulch (A428) roundabout to Lady
Margaret Road (£18m)
1b a new dedicated bus route that loops north, around the
American Cemetery, and rejoins the A1303 west of the
M11, and continues as a segregated bus lane to Lady
Margaret Road (£20m)
1c a new dedicated bus route running north of Coton and
parallel to Madingley Road to Grange Road, with a
connection to the West Cambridge University site (£67m).
All three options include a new Park & Ride facility at the
A428/A1303 roundabout and traffic lights on the roundabout
to give priority to buses.

Madingley Road bus lanes: no room for cycling?
The problem with options 1a and 1b is that they require space
on Madingley Road for a bus lane, when much of Madingley
Road only has room for the current two lanes of traffic. This
would rule out improving walking and cycling on Madingley
Road just at the time that the North West Cambridge
development, promoting sustainable principles and low caruse, will generate thousands of new daily walking and cycling
journeys. It even seems possible that some of the existing,
poor, shared-use facilities might have to be reduced, with
people on bikes forced to use the bus lane.
The Coton Path, while a good facility, is already reaching
capacity, and is useless for journeys between the north of
Cambridge and West Cambridge. The existence of the Coton
Path does not remove the need to walk and cycle along
Madingley Road.
An inbound bus lane also does nothing to improve outbound
travel in the evening peak which, while less problematic than
the morning peak, still regularly results in slow and unreliable
bus journeys.

The proposed options for the Madingley Road corridor as illustrated on page 8 of the Madingley Road / A428 Cambourne to Cambridge Corrido
interim report dated 1 June 2015 prepared by Atkins for Cambridge City Deal Partnership.
www.gccitydeal.co.uk/citydeal/download/downloads/id/7/cambourne_to_cambridge_draft_
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A new route?
1c is the most radical option and the most expensive, but does
bypass all congestion on existing roads and provide a solution
in both directions. This would leave open the option to
enhance the walking and cycling facilities along Madingley
Road, such as separating walking and cycling, and dedicated
cycle lanes. However, this route is strongly opposed by
residents because of the potential effect on the West Fields
and Coton village.

Other options?
Opposition to option 1c, and general dissatisfaction with the
failure of the proposals to address larger issues of congestion
and road management, have resulted in rival options from
other sources.
CambridgeBOLD (cambridgebold.org), headed by Councillor
Francis Burkitt (South Cambridgeshire, Barton district) has
been carrying out a from-the-ground-up process involving
local stakeholders in drawing up a comprehensive set of
proposals. These are intended to improve bus reliability and
cycling links, without building a busway across the West
Fields.

or Study - Draft

_interim_report
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Better City Deal (bettercitydeal.com), headed by Edward Leigh,
is developing a solution to the wider issue of congestion
across the whole Greater Cambridge area and proposes a raft
of measures intended to work together to improve transport
for all. This would render dedicated bus lane schemes within
the city unnecessary, and allow space to separate walking,
cycling and motor traffic in the urban area. (Edward Leigh
writes about Better City Deal on the next two pages.)
Madingley Road residents have drawn up an alternative bus
route from east of the M11, running through and around the
West Cambridge University site, joining Grange Road just north
of the University Rugby Club grounds.
These schemes are potentially complementary and involve
wider participation, and ideas that have not been openly
addressed by the councils under the City Deal. The consultation is due to run from 12 October to 23 November 2015.
Keep an eye on www.gccitydeal.co.uk/cambourne-tocambridge to contribute to shaping the City Deal.
The Campaign believes it is best to reject all the proposals and
recommend instead that the City Deal board seeks a solution
that is positively transformational in the long term, and
promotes active travel.
Hester Wells
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A better City Deal for Greater Cambridge
Making transport easy and reliable for
everyone
The Greater Cambridge City Deal, worth up to one billion
pounds, is a once-in-a-generation opportunity for the councils
do something radical and transformational for transport in
south Cambridgeshire. Cambridge is already the cycling
capital of Britain; it could become the green transport capital.
That may seem like a pipe dream given the mess we’re in now.
Those lucky enough to live in the city have the best of it: they
can get around the city on their bikes without too much
difficulty. And £12.5m of City Deal money is already
earmarked for improving cycling infrastructure in the city,
including the Chisholm Trail.
But for people living outside the city – not by choice in many
cases – the situation is dire: long and unpredictable journey
times, dangerously congested trunk roads, and villages
blighted by rat-running. Few villages have safe, wellconnected cycle paths, so cycling isn’t even an option for most
people.
When the City Deal board published proposals to build either
a bus lane along Madingley Road or a busway through the
West Fields, alarm bells started ringing: surely we’re not going
to solve the region’s transport problems with bus lanes? And
the idea that a bus lane can serve as a cycle lane (as it would
have to on the relatively narrow Madingley Road) is
dangerously regressive.

Traffic jam in Newmarket Road.
Hence was born the Better City Deal campaign, supported by
the Cycling Campaign. A growing team of people have come
together to design a coherent transport infrastructure for the
Cambridge region. Our mission is simple:
● give people more travel options
● make journey times predictable
● enable buses to run faster
● make multi-modal* journeys easier
● make paying for transport and parking simpler
● make cycling and walking safer and more enjoyable.

We have put together a ten-point plan for
realising these aims
1. Implement smart traffic management in the city
Use proven technology to regulate traffic flow into the city, so
that congestion is experienced (if at all) only at the edges of
the city. This will result in predictable journey times for all
road users (electronic signs will indicate expected queuing
times), and faster journeys by bus. There will be no need for
bus lanes within the city, leaving space for more segregated
cycle lanes.

2. Build more Park & Ride sites
Every major route into Cambridge will pass within easy reach
of a Park & Ride site.

3. Create transport hubs in and around Cambridge
These hubs will typically be sited within easy walking and
cycling distance of a large number of homes or a significant
destination (such as a business park or school). Some, like Park
& Ride sites, will serve primarily as transport interchanges. All
hubs will provide shelter, secure cycle parking, and live
transport information. Larger hubs will also provide car
parking, a waiting room, toilets and lockers. Some may also
have a coffee shop or a small convenience store, also serving
as a parcel/shopping collection point.

4. Reorganise bus services
Reorganise city, rural, Park & Ride, works and school bus
services into express and local services. Express services will
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run frequently between transport hubs, following direct routes
with widely-spaced stops. These will connect at hubs with
local services, providing connections to homes, schools,
businesses and amenities in the surrounding area.

5. Simplify ticketing
Implement smart ticketing for all public transport, car parking
and cycle hire within the region to facilitate multi-modal*
journeys.

6. Create a transport planner
Create a website and app for people to plan journeys, see realtime travel updates, purchase tickets and reserve car parking
spaces.

7. Make strategic modifications to the road network
Redesign junctions (such as the Girton interchange), build new
link roads (such as a southern orbital), and close more city
roads to through traffic to facilitate efficient movement of
traffic along major routes, and reduce the volume of traffic
through residential areas and villages.

8. Enhance access to rail services
Build a Cambridge South station to serve Addenbrooke’s
Hospital and the new Biomedical Campus. Build a new station
to serve Fulbourn, Cherry Hinton and Teversham. Build a new
station at Soham. Replace Waterbeach station with a larger
station to the north, serving Waterbeach New Town and
village. Create eastern entrances to Cambridge Central and
North stations.

9. Promote city-wide goods delivery services
Promote integrated delivery services to and from local shops
and businesses via depots/collection points at transport hubs
(see 3). Specify operating conditions, including low
environmental impact, for couriers to be granted privileged
access into the city and through road closure points.

10. Rationalise car parking in the city
Gradually phase out free parking options for commuters. Shift
some residential parking to off-street sites. Repurpose multistorey car park space. Phase out on-street parking where it is
especially hazardous to cyclists. Charge employers a workplace
parking levy to encourage employees to use alternatives to
driving.
If this ten-point plan is implemented, congestion in the city
will be rare, and transport engineers will no longer be under
pressure to design road infrastructure to maximise motor
vehicle throughput. So we can expect to experience less noise
and pollution and to see:
● better facilities for pedestrians, including wider footways
and more road crossings
● more segregated cycle lanes
● advance green lights for cyclists at all major junctions
● and high quality cycle paths connecting homes,
businesses, shops and amenities throughout Greater
Cambridge.
We will publish more detail about each of the ten measures on
the Better City Deal website (bettercitydeal.com) over the

Leader of the Better City Deal campaign, Edward Leigh, was
recently interviewed by Cambridge TV News to explain the
ten‑point plan and the benefits for cyclists.
coming months. As part of developing our ideas we are
consulting widely with people across the region: councillors,
council officers, residents’ associations, special interest groups,
business organisations, and individuals with good ideas. Don’t
wait for us to find you: talk to us now!
Follow us on Twitter @BetterCityDeal or sign up on our
website for regular updates. And if you have some time to
give, join us or help us: we need your support on this epic
journey.
Edward Leigh (@BetterCityDeal)
*Multi-modal: involving more than one mode of transport to
complete the journey, e.g. catching more than one bus, or
cycling to catch a bus, or taking a bus then renting a bicycle.
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Cycle Crime Tasking Group — tackling the high rate of
In June this year the Cycling Campaign was invited by the
Cambridgeshire Constabulary to join the Cycle Crime Tasking
Group. The purpose of this group is to draw together a number
of stakeholders to collaborate in tackling the problem of cycle
theft in Cambridge. The Group includes representatives from
various police departments, the British Transport Police, the
city and county councils, cycling retailers and Cambridge
University.

Approximately 20% of reported crime
in Cambridge relates to cycle theft
which equates to about 7 bikes
reported stolen every day
Cycle crime is clearly a problem for residents and thus for the
police. Approximately 20% of reported crime in Cambridge
relates to cycle theft which equates to about 7 bikes reported
stolen every day.
Losing a bicycle can be very disruptive to the bicycle owner. It
can mean the loss of the sole means of transport and prevent
someone from getting to school, university or work. It results
in additional expenses of bus and taxi fares, extra car trips or
the extra time cost of having to walk. There is also the cost of

a new bicycle to consider. For some, a replacement bike may
be too expensive and they may be prevented from cycling
until they can afford a new one. Some may also be drawn to
the lower prices of stolen bicycles thus contributing to the
incentive for ongoing bicycle theft.
The Tasking Group has already made some progress. In
addition to information-sharing, collaborative projects include
● improving the communication between the Council and
the Police to ensure frame numbers of abandoned bikes
can be checked against those reported stolen
● plans to develop of a set of ‘Secure by Design’ standards
and rankings for cycle-parking facilities
● cycle theft hotspot surveys to determine the suitability of
facilities and the numbers of poorly locked bicycles
● plans to have a CCTV binary-chop* workshop to improve
the efficiency of CCTV review to increase the chances of
identification and prosecution of thieves
● support for British Transport Police's ‘Operation Wiggins’
bicycle marking and lock giveaway for regular commuters
● educational and promotional programs about personal
responsibility to ensure owners lock bikes securely to
prevent theft and record critical information such as frame
numbers to help in the recovery of stolen property and
prosecution of thefts.
The pilot bicycle parking survey at cycle theft hotspot Parkside
Pools has shown that, while facilities may not meet the
highest security standards, cyclists are also failing to protect
their property. Of the 50 bicycles counted in this location, 40%
were locked with poor quality locks that do little to deter
thieves.
Another problem the police face is the lack of information
provided when bicycles are reported stolen. Without
information such as a frame number or even a photo of a
bicycle it is extremely difficult for stolen property to be
identified, proved stolen and returned to the owner. It is no
surprise then that without this information the police will be
reluctant to follow up on reports. (See police tip about storing
your bike’s ID data given at the bottom of the next column.)
Ultimately there are three crucial elements required to reduce
cycle theft in Cambridge:
1.

Personal responsibility: owners must use suitable locks
and techniques to reduce the ease with which their bikes
can be stolen. They must have the critical information
needed to identify their bicycle as their own.

2.

Secure facilities: a good lock is pointless if there is
nothing to lock it to. Good lighting, CCTV and regular
traffic will also make it harder to steal bikes.

3.

Effective policing: when armed with the right information
and detailed police reports, the police will have a better
chance to follow up on cycle theft crimes. The Campaign
offers its support and urges the police to do more to
increase the use of CCTV and patrolling in cycle theft
hotspots.
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cycle theft in Cambridge
Here is our advice for bicycle owners:
● ensure you have recent photos of your bike and
accessories and ensure any distinguishing features are
visible
● record the bicycle frame number and keep it somewhere
safe
● use a strong and secure lock for your bike and ensure it
passes through the frame. It is also worth considering
using a cable to secure the wheels.
You can read more about keeping your bicycle safe on our
website
http://www.camcycle.org.uk/resources/cycleparking/theft/
Roxanne De Beaux
* Binary-chop refers to the process whereby one approaches
the desired solution, e.g. finding the moment of theft in some
CCTV footage, by successively inspecting the mid-point and
rejecting the failing half of the data and repeating that step.

Volunteers for cycle theft hotspot surveys
We are calling for volunteers to assist with our bicycle parking
audits. These take about 30 minutes per session and require
surveying bicycle theft hotspots to determine how many bikes
are securely parked and whether the parking facilities meet
Secure by Design standards.

Volunteer in action.

If you are interested in this or any other volunteering
opportunities please email contact@camcycle.org.uk
You can read more about volunteering for the Campaign here:
http://www.camcycle.org.uk/membership/involvement/
Roxanne De Beaux

Bike locked with D-lock and wire loop. Picture from video mentioned on page 17.
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Bicycle theft
Theft of pedal cycles accounts for
approximately 20% of reported crime
within Cambridge city and in reality is
probably higher than this, as it is seen
as a low level crime by many who don't
bother to report it.
There are a number of factors affecting
the investigation of a theft of cycle
within the city and reported to
Cambridgeshire Police.
The first is that often the description
given of some stolen cycles is very
generic, ‘my blue mountain bike’,
descriptions of unique identifying marks
are often ‘a mark on the frame’, very
rarely do people know their make,
model and frame number. Even fewer
spend a few pounds extra to put a
unique mark on their bike using one of
the many security products on the
market.
Given the popularity of online trading
sites such as eBay and Gumtree, victims
who check regularly are likely to see
many bikes matching their own stolen
cycle. They may even identify one as
their own due to what they perceive as
its specific peculiarities or the rarity of
the make or model.
Unfortunately without specific details
such as frame numbers or unique security markings, the police are unlikely to
be able to prove ownership of the bike.
The second myth is that surrounding
CCTV. This is a valuable tool in crime
investigation and can, if used
appropriately, be effective in both
deterring crime and identifying
offenders. It is something which can be
considered; however, we do need to
weigh up the time spent against the
results we get from this investment.
Historically the quality of CCTV images
has proved very low and often not of
adequate quality to identify a suspect.
Victims understandably believe that it
will provide evidence identifying the
person who stole their bike. The reality
however is that it merely shows images
of the suspect in poor lighting, at a
distance or having obscured their facial
features by wearing a cap or hoody, thus
making it impossible to identify the
suspect.

Police in Cambridge therefore look at
each report in turn to assess the
proportionality of such enquiries. Unless
there is a named suspect, and/or the
stolen bike is found being sold online or
elsewhere, and there are positive
identification criteria (such as a known
frame number or security marking) or
there being a known good-quality CCTV
camera near to the theft site, the crime
will not be investigated further.

Together we can make a
much bigger impact on cycle
theft by providing less opportunity for thieves and
being more aware
This does not mean we are doing
nothing, the savings made from this
approach will allow us to invest in
proactive police work and hotspot
patrolling, which has proved far more
effective than individual investigations.
We will be running campaigns to
encourage cyclists to invest in good
locks, security kits and at the very least
make a note of their cycle frame
number. Take photos on your mobile of
your cycle – this can help identify it
should the worst happen.
Individually, we can take measures to
protect our bikes: as a dedicated cyclist
myself, who has invested my own money
into a bicycle, it seems sensible to me to
make the further investment in a good
quality lock, investigate the possible
option of a security marking kit and be
aware of the location you leave your
bike, not being lulled into a false scene
of security by the apparent presence of
CCTV.
Together we can make a much bigger
impact on cycle theft by providing less
opportunity for thieves and being more
aware.
I know it may seem old hat but
prevention definitely is better than cure!
Log it, lock it or risk losing it!
PS 1112 Nick Ashton Jones, Crime Review
Team Manager

Choosing a bike
lock
For many Campaign members this may be
old advice, but following my own
observations around Cambridge and the
results of our bicycle parking surveys it is
apparent that there is a lack of
knowledge or concern about suitable
bicycle locks. I am continually surprised
at the poor choice of locks by a
significant number of Cambridge cyclists,
which may be contributing to the rate of
theft.
General advice is to choose a lock that is
10-20% of the value of your bicycle.
However, if you are particularly attached
to your bike you may want to spend a
little more. You should get the highest
ranked lock within your budget. The
standard rating system seems to be Sold
Secure and the best ranking is Gold.
The best security-for-weight option is
usually a D-lock. For a chain to offer the
same or more security it would need to
be significantly heavier than a D-lock.
This can be combined with a cable to
help secure the wheels and provide more
flexibility (see picture on page 15). It also
helps to have two types of materials as
this would require a potential thief to
carry additional tools and take longer to
break through the locks, thus reducing
the appeal of stealing the bike.
Locks that should be avoided are those
requiring a number combination or a poor
quality key lock. These can usually be
destroyed with a hammer. Thin plastic
cables should also be avoided as they can
be easily breached with wire or bolt
cutters. Locks that are too big or not snug
around the bike and anchor provide extra
leverage for thieves to destroy the lock.
An expensive lock is of little use if it is
not used correctly. The most important
thing to remember is to ensure the lock
passes through a closed section of the
frame of the bike and that it is locked to
something secure. Just as a bike lock can
be breached, so can the fences, poles,
scaffolding and the many other things
that bikes are creatively locked to around
Cambridge. Likewise, bikes are easily
detached from wheels if that is all that is
securely locked.

è
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Cycle theft update from British Transport Police
Over the last few years we have seen an increase in
passengers using bikes to travel to and from railway stations.
Unfortunately this has also provided increased opportunities
for thieves.

Last year over 5,000 bikes with an
estimated value of £1.5 million were
stolen from Britain’s railways
Last year over 5,000 bikes with an estimated value of £1.5
million were stolen from Britain’s railways. British Transport
Police have looked to address this by allocating days to crack
down on cycle crime. Throughout the year we have held bike
surgeries encouraging owners of pedal cycles to ensure their
property is more secure through advice and offering a free
bike-marking service in conjunction with Bike Register tags .
These tags mark your bike with a unique ID number making it
easier to recover your bike if stolen and thus a less attractive
proposition to steal.
Additionally we have invested in a large stock of Gold
Standard D-Locks to be given free of charge to regular rail
users who agree to have their bikes marked and registered.
The locks are paid for out of POCA funds (Proceeds of Crime
Act) and supports our vision of giving something back to
society which others have unlawfully taken.
For more information and dates, follow us on Twitter @BTPCambs
Andrew Cook and team from British Transport Police assisting
commuters with free bike marking and locks.

A smart way to store your bicycle information
Here is a great tip from Sergeant Chris Horton of the
Cambridgeshire Police.

‘Locking your Bike’ – A new online video from the Campaign
We recently held a video-making workshop with experienced
volunteer, Michael Prior-Jones. With just four hours, an iPhone

There are some intriguing new
technologies emerging in the bicycle
lock market. These include Bluetooth
D-locks that are keyless and operated by
a mobile phone, and cable locks from
new materials purporting to be as strong
as Gold Standard D-locks but a fraction
of the weight. I've requested some
samples of these new products and hope
to have some reviews in a future edition
of our newsletter.
Roxanne De Beaux

Andrew Cook, Officer in Charge - Cambridge BTP

Store your bicycle frame number as a contact in your smart
phone, along with some identifying pictures. Then you will
always have it to hand if you need to make a report to the
police. This works especially well if you have a name for your
bicycle.
and a laptop, three amateurs were able to create a short
video showing how to securely lock a bicycle.
www.vimeo.com/139790304
See picture on page 15.
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Students’ introduction to Cambridge cycling
We recently produced a new Welcome to Cycling leaflet
specifically targeting students. This was created in time to use at
the September and October Freshers' Fairs and has had a good
response so far. There have even been requests for a corporate
version which we are now in the process of designing.

Cycling is a convenient way to get to university, college or school.

This means no cycling.

This means you can share the
pavement.

Pavements

The new Welcome to Cycling leaflet targets university and college
students who may be new to cycling.
For those students and others new to Cambridge we provide the
following advice.

Cycling
Cycling is fast, it’s cheap, it’s good for your health and for the
environment. We strongly recommend it.
If you’re going to cycle in Cambridge there are a few things to
bear in mind for happy cycling and harmonious interaction
with others.

One-way streets
Cambridge has a lot of one-way streets, and, confusingly, some
you can cycle the ‘wrong’ way on a bike (contra-flow cycling)
and some you can’t. Notable streets that are always one-way
include outside St John’s to Caius, Sainsbury’s and the Round
Church, and Market Square.
More at www.camcycle.org.uk/resources/citycentre/

It is illegal to cycle on pavements, unless they have a shareduse symbol. Some areas are pedestrianised and cycling is not
allowed, such as Petty Cury, or part-time pedestrianised, such
as Fitzroy Street. Where you are allowed to cycle amongst
pedestrians you should slow down, pass wide, and consider
polite use of a bell. Be particularly patient with children and
animals.
If you are pushing your bike you count as a pedestrian. You can
use pavements and the pedestrian side of shared-use paths. Be
polite to other cyclists and don't push your bike on a cycle
path, or stop in the middle of a cycle path.

Traffic lights
Traffic lights are for cyclists too. In a couple of locations there
is an ‘advance green’ for bikes, where a green bike symbol lets
people cycling move off before other traffic. This gives you a
chance to clear junctions before motor vehicles, and especially
avoid a left-hook: a vehicle turning left across you while you
cycle straight ahead. Advance green lights are on Hills Road
and Castle Street.

Visibility
Light up your life and your bike. A legal requirement during
hours of darkness: white at the front and red at the back (never
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save the frame number and photos of your bike as a contact in
your phone.

Beginners
It’s never too late to learn. If you’d like to feel more confident
on your bike consider getting some cycle training. This will
cover all the rules of the road, as well as positioning yourself
on the road for best visibility and clear intentions.

Get involved - make a difference and
develop skills
If you think more city centre streets should be two-way for
cycling, or there is nowhere to park your bike at your
destination, or you feel some of the roads you use aren’t safe
enough for cycling, join Cambridge Cycling Campaign for as
little as £3.50 a year.
As a member you support us to campaign for better cycle
infrastructure so that there are safe and convenient routes for
people of all ages to use by bike. There are also opportunities
to become a volunteer. If you would like to shape policy and
campaign for improvements for cycling in the areas you care
about, join at www.camcycle.org.uk/membership/join/
For more information visit www.camcycle.org.uk/resources/
or email contact@camcycle.org.uk
Hester Wells
Campaign Officer Roxanne De Beaux handing out leaflets at the
Cambridge Regional College Freshers' Fair.
the other way around!). The police regularly crack down on
cycling without lights, so make sure you have them.
Check whether your college or university offers discounted or
free bike lights. Do not leave lights on your bike unattended:
worse than having your lights nicked is having them nicked
and then getting a fine for it.
Hi-viz and helmets are not a legal requirement. The efficacy of
either as a safety measure is contested. If you feel safer
wearing them, go ahead. If you’d rather not, you don’t have to.

Theft etc
Keep your bike safe - and out of the way. Cycle theft is a
common crime in Cambridge, and an unlocked bike won’t stay
in the same place for long. Always lock the frame of the bike
to a solid object: if locked through a wheel only you might find
that the wheel is still there when you come back, but the rest
of the bike is gone! If you can lock the wheels as well, even
better. Invest in a decent lock, preferably a Gold Standard
D‑lock. The others are too easy for thieves to break through.
Do not park your bike in a way that obstructs pedestrians:
leave enough room for a wheelchair or baby-buggy to pass. If
you can’t, find somewhere else to park.
Record key information about your bike so that if it is stolen
you will have a chance of getting it back. A good idea is to
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Bike lights
This year the clocks will be turned back to Greenwich Mean
Time on Sunday 25 October. As always, at this time of year, we
like to remind our readers to ensure they are using their bike
lights as the law requires them to.
Here are the basic guidelines on what to consider when
lighting your bike.

When must you use cycle lights?
When riding on a public road, cycle path or public place
between sunset and sunrise or in conditions of seriously
reduced visibility during the day.
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Cambridge featured in Steetfilms video
Cambridge Cycling Campaign is pleased to see Cambridge
featured by Streetfilms as Britain’s Cycling Capital. The video
highlights the benefits of cycling, low speed limits, filtered
permeability, and the core traffic scheme to transforming a
city into a place where people use the bicycle.
The video was created by Clarence Eckerson Jr, the director
of Streetfilms, during a visit to Cambridge in May earlier this
year. Of his time in Cambridge Eckerson says ‘I just really
loved the energy of Cambridge. It was remarkable to just see
so many people riding bikes. And kids!’
You can see the video here: www.streetfilms.org/cambridgebritains-cycling-capital/

What is required?
The picture below summarises the minimum, but flashing
lights are now permitted. This is provided they do not flash
too fast or too slowly, i.e. at one to 4Hz, are illuminated for
most of the flash cycle and of 4 candelas brightness or
more.

Front lamp
One white light, marked BS6102/3 (or equivalent),
positioned centrally or offside, up to 1500mm from the
ground, aligned towards and visible from the front. (In the
UK offside is on the right hand side of the bike when facing
forward.)

Rear lamp
One red light, marked BS3648 or BS6102/3 (or equivalent),
positioned centrally or offside, between 350mm and
1500mm from the ground, at or near the rear aligned
towards and visible from behind.

These are the minimum requirements for bicycle lighting.

Rear reflector
One red, marked BS6102/2 (or equivalent), positioned
centrally or offside, between 250mm and 900mm from the
ground, at or near the rear, aligned towards and visible from
behind.

Four pedal reflectors
Four are required, coloured amber and marked BS6102/2 (or
equivalent), positioned so that one is plainly visible to the
front and another to the rear of each pedal.

Trailers
These need a rear lamp and triangular red reflector(s).
Our website has plenty of advice on cycling regulations. See
www.camcycle.org.uk/resources/lights/
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The Blaze Laserlight
In this newsletter we have already learned about sharrows.
While it would be impossible to paint sharrows along every
road, the Blaze Laserlight has come close to a solution. This
new invention uses a laser to project a green bicycle symbol
metres in front of the bicycle for the entirety of the journey. I
was interested to know if the light would improve my cycling
experience so I asked Blaze for a sample to review.

attention before stepping out onto the road. It was also
helpful for pedestrians to have a visual sign that I was behind
them, particularly for people with headphones on who would
not hear the bell. In general, it was hard to know if drivers
noticed the light: I seemed to experience the same amount of
bad driver behaviour. The light was very useful on the crowded
Romsey and Petersfield streets. It helped to increase my
visibility to parallel-parked cars and at junctions where the
projection forewarned drivers that I was approaching from a
right angle.

Do I recommend the Blaze Laserlight?

The Laserlight projects a green bicycle icon about 5 metres in
front of the bike.
Entrepreneur Emily Brooke and her product and business have
won numerous awards and accolades and it is easy to see why.
The light stands out as a piece of excellent design even
beyond the laser technology. It is reminiscent of Apple
products. Sleek yet sturdy and slightly futuristic, with the user
experience well considered. Blaze are also strong supporters
of the Near Miss study (www.nearmiss.bike).

Installation and use
Installing the light on my bike was easy. The light came with
the Allen key to attach the fixing to the bike easily and
securely. It was much more secure and subtle than other lights
I have used. I absolutely love the way the light attaches to the
bike. It is so simple to do, even in low light and with gloved
hands. Simply hold the lever like a trigger and put into place.
An additional safety feature is that the laser cannot switch on
unless it is properly in place on the bike.
Once in place it switches on easily with push buttons which,
again, are easy to operate with gloved hands, something I
have found difficult with other lights. I used the light in a
number of heavy downpours and it was completely unaffected.

The light and the Laserlight
There is a normal white LED light with both flashing and
brightness settings (100 or 300 lumens). The light can be
operated separately from the laser. The laser can also be
operated on the still or flashing settings. It projects a green
bicycle icon about 5 metres in front of the bike.
The projection is only visible in low-light environments. I also
found its visibility was reduced when there was a lot of
ambient light from street lights and cars – especially after rain
when the road surface was reflective.

Does the laser change the behaviour of other road users?
The most obvious change in behaviour was that of pedestrians.
Pedestrians frequently noticed the lights and paid more

I certainly think that the light offers benefits above and
beyond a standard light. It is a high quality, easy to use and
attractive accessory for the bike. It is, however, expensive. The
light retails at £125, a price which may be unattainable for
many. If you have the money to spare then it certainly makes
an excellent quality light; however, I am unsure how much it
can help to change dangerous and inattentive driver
behaviour.
The Near Miss study will continue this year between 19 October and 1 November. You can find out more or sign up to
participate at www.nearmiss.bike.
Roxanne De Beaux
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Lighting the Busway
The Cambridge guided bus route is now lit in the urban fringe
both north and south of Cambridge. After some struggles and
delays, and with the support of local councillors, the lights on
the foot/cycle way adjacent to the Busway were turned on
early in September.
Following the original opening of the guided bus routes in
2011 we've now had numbers of ‘upgrades’ to the foot/cycle
way, including a blacktop surface over the whole length and
solar studs on the rural sections in the north.
The lights on the southern section were switched on over the
weekend of 5/6 September. I spoke to a couple of users, one
on foot and one on a bike, late on Monday evening. Both were
very pleased, with the walker being a regular user, and the
person on a bike saying she was only using it because it was
now lit.

passes through the ‘green wedge’ near to Hobson's Brook, and
compared with the lighting on some floodlit car parks or
playing fields, the impact seems small.
We hope that this lighting will encourage many more to walk
or cycle this route as part of a daily commute. In the past we
have heard of those who will not use the route on dark nights.
The remaining issues in the south are control of vegetation,
including some tree branches that reduce the effectiveness of
the lighting, and the failure to light the Addenbrooke's spur,
which can surely be funded by planning gain?
Thanks are due to all who have worked to make this lighting
happen.
Jim Chisholm

The modern LED lighting with a good cut-off seems
appropriate for this particular route. In the south this route

#CamRideHome
#CamRideHome rides start at 6pm on the last Friday of the
month from outside The Mill pub on Mill Lane. They tour
part of the city at a steady pace, returning to the pub for a
drink an hour later. Led by Ben Hayward Cycles.
CamRideHome is a ride aimed at encouraging safe
commuting. Experienced riders, riding around the urban
cycle network with those less experienced, passing on hints
and tips on riding, clothing, lights, interacting with other
users. Explore the network, find treasures of Cambridge
outside your usual radar!

Cycle rides
Do you cycle around Cambridge and fancy going a bit
further? If so, why not come for a ride with CTC Cambridge?
We hold up to six rides a week in the countryside around
Cambridge, and know all the prettiest and quietest routes.
Our rides are sociable, non-competitive and moderatelypaced, and always include refreshment stops. Non-CTC
members are welcome to come and try us out. See our
calendar of rides at www.ctc-cambridge.org.uk for full
details. All rides are graded to give an indication of speed
and distance so you should be able to find a ride which
suits you. If you're unsure, our twice-monthly Saturday
morning rides are a great way to start. Nigel Deakin

Picture from Summer 2015

Submitted by Heather Coleman. Bike pile on Parker's Piece, June 2015.
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Campaign Diary
Monthly meetings
The Campaign's monthly general meeting is held in the
Friends' Meeting House, Jesus Lane on the first Tuesday of
each month. Business starts at 8pm, and from 7.30pm there
is tea and coffee and a chance to chat and for us to introduce
ourselves to new members. The agenda includes opportunities to discuss current issues and planning matters.
Sometimes there is a speaker.
Next meetings: 5 October, 3 November, 1 December - the
Annual General Meeting.

Bicycle Wheel Building Workshops
Saturday 3 October, Saturday 21 November This is a practical
course where you learn how to build strong and durable
bicycle wheels. Master a new skill in a controlled supportive
environment. Places restricted to ensure high studentteacher ratio. All equipment provided. More information and
enrolment: www.cambridgewheelbuilding.co.uk .

Seasonal Social
Monday 21 December Join us for a social gathering, location
to be announced.

CTC/Cyclenation conference
Saturday 24 October in Liverpool. See
www.cyclenation.org.uk for more information.

Newsletter dates
There are several opportunities for members to help with the
newsletter. One is by writing articles, taking photos and
providing other illustrations. There is advice about this and
style guidelines on our website
www.camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/guidelines.html .
Copy deadline for Newsletter 123 December 2015 - January
2016: Sunday 25 October
The copy deadline is now ten days before the monthly
meeting, so we can be more confident of getting newsletters
distributed before the start of the month.
Volunteers are also needed to help put newsletters into
envelopes and then to deliver them. If you might be able to
assist, please contact Lisa Woodburn (via
contact@camcycle.org.uk) who co-ordinates this. Stuffing of
the newsletter is usually on the last Tuesday or Wednesday
of the month before the newsletter appears.

sub-region, are also open to the public. The Development
Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee meetings also often cover
walking/cycling/transport issues.
Information on dates and venues is on
www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy/ and minutes of meetings
are also available. Agendas are usually online there about a
week in advance. Please check the website in case meetings
have been cancelled or times or venues changed.
Cambridge City Joint Area Committee: administered by
Cambridgeshire County Council. No forthcoming meetings
listed at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20146/council_meetings .
Development Control Forum: usually on a Wednesday at
10am in Committee Room 1 & 2 - Guildhall. Next meetings:
14 October, 11 November.
Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee: usually on a
Tuesday at 4.30pm in Room 1 & 2 - Guildhall. Next meetings:
20 October, 8 December.
East Area Committee: usually a Thursday at 7pm in the
Meeting Room - Cherry Trees Day Centre, St Matthew's St,
Cambridge, CB1 2LT. Next meeting: 29 October.
Greater Cambridge City Deal Executive Board: administered
by South Cambridgeshire District Council. Meets at 2pm in
The Guildhall, Cambridge. Next meetings: 1 October, 3
November, 3 December.
Greater Cambridge City Deal Joint Assembly: administered by
South Cambridgeshire District Council. Next meetings: 7
October, 2pm, The Meadows Community Centre, 1 St
Catharine's Road, Cambridge, CB4 3XJ; 13 November, 2pm,
South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne.
Joint Development Control Committee - Cambridge Fringes:
usually a Wednesday at 10.30am in Committee Room 1 & 2 Guildhall. Next meetings: 21 October, 18 November.
Joint Strategic Transport and Spatial Planning Group: 19
October, 9.30 am, proposed venue: South Cambridgeshire
District Council, South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne
Business Park, Cambourne, CB23 6EA.
North Area Committee: usually a Thursday at 6.30pm. Next
meeting: 19 November, Farnsworth Hall, Chesterton
Community College, Gilbert Road, Cambridge, CB4 3NY.
Planning Committee: usually a Wednesday at 10am in
Committee Room 1 & 2 - Guildhall. Next meetings: 7
October, 4 November, 2 December.

Newsletter meetings: These are held every two months,
shortly after the newsletter has appeared, to discuss the most
recent issue and plan the next one. They are held at 5.45pm
in Grads Café on the 3rd floor of the University Centre. The
next one is Monday 12 October. All welcome.

South Area Committee: usually a Monday at 7pm. Next
meetings: 5 October, Wilkinson Room, St John the Evangelist
Church, Hills Road; 14 December, Meeting Room, Cherry
Hinton Village Leisure Centre, Colville Road, Cherry Hinton,
Cambridge, CB1 9EJ.

City and County Council committees

West Central Area Committee: usually a Wednesday at 7pm.
Next meeting: 3 December, no venue yet announced.

Campaign members may be interested in attending Planning
Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often
include cycling and walking issues. Development Control
Forum and Joint Development Control Committee meetings,
which determine the Planning Applications relating to the
major housing development proposals for the Cambridge

Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to decline to
promote events or activities where helmets or high-visibility
clothing are required or implied.

.
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Hills Road/Huntingdon Road update
Construction of the Huntingdon and Hills Road protected cycle
lanes is well under way. Though they have slipped from their
planned completion dates, large sections of each are complete
enough to give a taste of the finished routes.
At the time of writing, Huntingdon Road is rideable from
Girton Corner to the petrol station, then again between the
Lawrence Weaver Way and Storey’s Way junctions. Hills Road
is in a rideable state from Long Road to near Homerton
College.
I found the lanes to be a joy to use. The machine-laid surface
gives a smooth, comfortable ride and its red colouring clearly
marks it out as separate from the main carriageway. For the
most part the width is sufficient to chat with a friend, or to
pass slower riders, and far better than the lanes they’ve
replaced for feeling safely separated from motor traffic.
Though the ongoing construction currently forces a merge
with motor traffic, preventing them from being all-ability
lanes for the time being, signs reminding drivers not to
overtake riders through narrow lanes should be commended.
Near Girton Corner a pair of the controversial floating bus
stops are complete and in active service. On passing a group

The new lanes provide ample space for cycling in pairs.

of school children waiting at the recently installed shelter I
felt there was little chance of conflict; there are good sight
lines, clearly marked areas for walking, riding and waiting for
the bus. As people become familiar with these stops I am sure
that concerns will fade.
An area of concern for cyclists has been the segregation itself.
In many places only a subtle dropped curb has been used,
leaving many wondering if this is sufficient to be worthwhile.
Putting any debate to one side, I had no concerns using what
has been installed. The drop is flush enough to both leave past the works, making a right turn - and enter - past the odd
parked vehicle (hiss) - without worrying about a fall. What lip
there is, and the colour of the surface, do a good job of
keeping drivers out. Though subjective, riding here feels more
comfortable than in paint-only lanes elsewhere in the city.
Only time (and completion) will tell how successful these
routes are for all-ability cycling. However, the sample
currently available shows real promise and I’m looking forward
to trying out the full routes. I'm also optimistic that their
overall quality will motivate similar schemes both on the
outbound side of these roads and elsewhere in the city.
Tom McKeown

The new bus stop design ensures a safer journey for cyclists and
buses.
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