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Co-ordinator's comment
'The most common objection against
cycling is the weather. But that is easy to
disprove. You will only get wet 10 or 12
times a year, statistically, in Cambridge, if
that.'
If you like what you see in this newsletter,
add your voice to those of our 1,100
members by joining the Campaign.
Membership costs are low:
£7.50 individual
£3.50 unwaged
£12 household
For this, you get six newsletters a year,
discounts at a large number of bike shops,
and you will be supporting our work.
Join now on-line at:
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership
Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up
in 1995 to voice the concerns of cyclists.
We are not a cycling club, but a voluntary
organisation promoting cycling for public
benefit and representing the concerns of
cyclists in and around Cambridge.
Registered charity number 1138098
Our meetings, open to all, are on the first
Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm for 8.00pm
until 10.00pm at the Friends’ Meeting
House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge.
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Fluently, a scientist, he explains the
benefits of cycling in Cambridge. The
West Campus will be connected to the
Addenbrooke's site, there is a lot of
potential to make it better, but we must
make sure that the routes do not bypass
the historical centre, else it will become
deserted. This local bicycle planner
knows his stuff. His name is Leszek
Borysiewicz. He is also the Vice
Chancellor of the University. Why would
you drive a car when you can cycle?
There is nothing foreign, Danish or
Dutch about it, it is just simply the
better way to get around.
Good to know that these doors are wide
open. Good to know that the University
can be counted on to pull its weight
when it comes to the massive new
developments in North Cambridge and
around Addenbrooke's. But suddenly I
whisper to myself in obscure grammar:
Would only! Utinam. Would only that
rain (or snow) were the main obstacle to
getting more people onto their bikes
more often. Our scientist is a big man
who has little patience for the fears and
anxieties others experience, or imagine,
or even passively provoke, when sharing
the road with cars, lorries and taxis.
Indeed, no degree of fine weather and
fair wind could induce Pamela or Tine
(and Susan and Carol and Mary) to take
the cycle lane across Hills Road Bridge.
But if you closed the bridge to car
traffic, even Pamela and Tine would give
it a try. You bet!
Leszek, we have news for you. The bad
weather is not rain or snow, the bad
weather is fast-moving cars, encouraged,
by inequitable road design, to intrude
into the personal space that cyclists of
all genders claim as their own. To
improve the cycling weather, we need to
get the traffic planners into the room
and make some truly innovative
decisions about how to divide the
available road space more effectively. If
anywhere, Cambridge is the place for
this. Being the national leader in bike
trips, we have the unique opportunity to
radically change our roads to make life
better for everybody in and around
Cambridge.

Other places have done this long ago. A
group of local campaigners organised a
study tour of Oldenburg in May, to see
what the future of active transport could
look like. We invited planners, public
health professionals and politicians to
join us. Sadly, none could find the time.
This is why this Newsletter contains a
report entitled: Oldenburg: City of the
Future (page 8). It offers many important
lessons for Cambridge. Big Lesson 1
(Equity): Consider all modes on an equal
basis right from the start. Big Lesson 2
(Children): Design it so that your 12year-old daughter can ride her bike to
school. A planning framework which
really caters for all modes can save a lot
of frustrating and expensive work,
continually re-adjusting a road
infrastructure which should have been
planned with equity for all modes in
mind. And make sure you pass the
simple school test: is it good enough to
get our children to school? Politicians,
planners and public health officials who
were unable to join the tour, please
contact us as we are more than happy to
give you a fuller presentation.
One final note. For more than a year I
have had the co-ordinator's privilege of
adding a few words to each newsletter.
Taking on this role strangely changed
my experience of cycling. Waiting at a
red traffic light became a moment of
inspiration and connection. I looked, I
counted, I celebrated, I blessed, and yes,
I spoke to some of you. It will be
different back in Los Angeles, where I
shall be returning soon. There I used to
know half the cyclists I encountered by
name. But things are moving ahead
pretty fast there too. I shall look forward
to being your occasional foreign
correspondent from California.
Michael Cahn
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Station cycle park

Station cycle park at last!
After years and years of waiting it seems
that a solution to cycle parking at
Cambridge railway station may only be
18 months away.
Cambridge Cycling Campaign has been
involved in discussions about cycle
parking here since we were formed.
Although the amount of parking has
tripled over that time, any additional
Sheffield stands have been
overwhelmed within weeks, if not days.
We had discussions with the city council
about a planning brief in early 1999,
prior to the collapse of Railtrack.
More recent plans have always included
a multi-storey cycle parking facility, as
there is no way sufficient surface cycle
parking could be provided given the
value of the land in the area. Ideally the
Campaign would have wished for a
facility with cycling permitted in all
areas and without double-deck racks. We
had long and interesting discussions
with developers and local officers from
the city and county councils. The design
changed from a brutalistic structure over
the car park and adjacent to northfacing bay platforms, to one combined
with the hotel, and a CyclePoint shop.

Double-deck racks
The developers, city and county councils,
and the Campaign were also involved in
a trial of double-deck racks. Again we
were wary of these modern inventions,
and some previous designs we have
seen were far from satisfactory. A crucial
factor is having enough racks, so that no
one arrives to find spaces only on the
higher level. Those with lightweight
expensive bikes might well prefer the
upper level as components are less
vulnerable. The trial has enabled lessons
to be learnt. This will be a large order
for the manufacturer chosen, and I’ve
heard further improvements are being
considered.

Finally, on 3 July the city council's
Planning Committee passed plans for a
cycle park that will have at least 3,000
spaces, with Brookgate, the developers,
hoping that the facility will be open by
December 2014. The Department for
Transport has granted £500,000 towards
the cost.

Cycleable ramps
Having looked at long cycleable ramps
we were persuaded that the obvious
advantages were outweighed by less
obvious disadvantages.
· The time taken to walk up a stepped
ramp about 1 in 6 will be little
different to that taken to cycle up a
1 in 20 ramp.
· Any long ramp will remove much
space otherwise available for cycle
parking.
· On this confined site even a gradual
ramp risks unruly cyclists exiting at
speed into an area full of unwary
pedestrians. Remember it is the height
of the descent rather than the angle of
the slope which principally determines
free-flow exit speed!

will form a part of the facilities at
Cambridge.

How will it be managed?
It will be part of the station, and the
agreement is that it will be open before
the first train of the day until after the
last train. A full management plan has to
be agreed, and the Campaign will have
an input to this plan.

Does this affect the
Chisholm Trail?
The huge cycle park makes the route a
more valuable asset, but crucially the
proposed revised layout of the car park
could counter a more positive view from
developments on the Travis Perkins site
off Devonshire Road. Being on railway
land, the car park changes do not
require formal planning approval, but
already this is a major route for those on
foot or bike. We have made contact over
this issue and hope that a meeting will
lead to positive changes to the layout.
We are aware that the county council
has met with Network Rail over access
over land currently classified as
'Operational', but it seems that a small
part of the current Travis Perkins site
will be safeguarded for the route in
advance of formal adoption of the local
plan.

So what of the future?

Cycle parking at Cambridge railway
station.

CyclePoint
At ground level there will be a cycle
shop, hire facility and space for the
disabled, and those with special bikes or
trikes, to leave their cycles. Greater
Anglia have just opened a similar but far
smaller facility at Colchester, which itself
is a development of the one at Leeds
station. Abellio, the parent company of
Greater Anglia, has just announced a
Bike and Go scheme at 50 locations in
the UK. It is aimed at the last mile (or so)
from stations rather than touring, so as
to help those who might otherwise have
taken a bike on a train. No doubt this

If the cycle park gets full there is the
opportunity to expand over the existing
car park. We hope that, should demand
for car parking fall significantly
following the opening of the Science
Park station, this could include a more
gradual approach ramp from the north.
We have also been assured that the
level of the cycle parking deck will be
such that a link could be made to the
existing overbridge to the island
platform. Any such access would be
required to have a gateline, and as such
gatelines are required to be staffed, it is
likely that they would have a more
restricted opening time.
We look forward to working with both
the developers and Greater Anglia in
ensuring that we get the best for all
who will use this facility.
Jim Chisholm
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Greater Cambridge Cycle City

Greater Cambridge Cycle City?
David Earl wrote about
the Greater Cambridge
City Deal in Newsletter
107, and following that
bid those councils who
bid were offered the
opportunity to bid for
further money to improve
cycling, independent of
any money for the other
deal. These are called
Cycle City Ambition
Grants, and will give some
£10 per head over two
years, but require the
authority to continue to
Proposed radial routes on Huntingdon Road (not to scale; Cambridgeshire County Council).
spend money on cycling
for further years.
Following a slightly hectic process (you want it yesterday?)
Cambridgeshire County Council submitted a bid to cover the
area of Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire in April. So after
all that rush you might expect an early announcement of the
winners, and there will be only three. A few weeks ago there
were rumours in the press that Manchester had won, and I'd
heard rumours that Cambridgeshire had won. Other rumours
suggested an announcement in June was 'delayed', but that it
will be announced in mid-August.

So it may be that it won't have been announced even by the
time you read this. Lest you have not followed this process in
detail, I will give some headlines from the bid. Like all such
things the devil is in the detail, and there is not even much
detail in the full bid.

Major improvements?
Some sections of radial routes will get 'hybrid' or two-way
segregated lanes, and new off-road cycle routes will be
created adjacent to fast rural main roads where cycling is
clearly suppressed. It is required that this initial 'investment'
of the Department for Transport (DfT) fund occurs in the first
two years, followed by extensions using local money in
following years. Any engineer will tell you that anything that
involves major moving of services or land purchase needs a
lead time of at least two years. Some 'typical' sections for
radial routes are at camcycle.org.uk/jumpto/Radialroutes
It needs to be remembered that details of services, driveways,
lamp posts etc. need to be accommodated. It will be
particularly interesting to see how such routes will cope with
bus stops. Transport for London has proposals for cycle routes
to the rear of bus stops, and I know a similar arrangement has
previously been considered for Huntingdon Road.
Success in the bid will mean even more staff working on cycle
schemes, and it is the number of existing staff (to prepare
such bids), and the number of those cycling (to encourage DfT
that they will see value for money) that gives our county a
better chance of winning a bid than an area with only the
occasional cyclist.
Fingers crossed?
You can read more about the bid submitted by
Cambridgeshire and DfT guidance at:
camcycle.org.uk/jumpto/CycleCityBid and
gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-city-ambition-grants
Jim Chisholm
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Roadworks blues
Perhaps it is just the roadworks season that is causing it, but
we have had numerous reports over the last few weeks of
roadworks where contractors insist on telling cyclists to get off
and walk, despite the obstruction being no more than one
would encounter with a parked car in a cycle lane.
Members have reported seeing recent examples in Chesterton,
Kings Hedges Road, Hills Road, Histon Road and Bateman
Street. This is completely unacceptable. Motorists will once
again vilify cyclists for disobeying signs, in situations where
they are already stressed because they are being held up for
two seconds.
The county council agrees that it is unacceptable. Yet
contractors keep on doing it, time and again. Someone,
somewhere is telling them to do it. It must stop. If cyclists are
so adversely affected that they cannot follow the same
diversion as cars, then proper alternative provision is needed. If
they can, that is what they should be doing. If someone feels
that's not for them, no doubt they will get off and walk without
patronising prompting.
Signs saying 'cycle lane closed' seem reasonable. While it is
perfectly obvious to cyclists that they are about to run into a
barrier if they stick in a cycle lane that has been dug up, the
sign does tell the unobservant motorist that cyclists are going
to be moving over. Indeed, we need to see more of the signs
saying 'Do Not Overtake Cyclists In Roadworks' that were
eventually provided during the Hills Road bridge works. The
phasing of temporary traffic lights also needs to allow long
enough for a cyclist entering just as the lights change to reach
the other end. In a breath of fresh air, in 2010 closure signs on
Mill Road specifically announced: 'Cyclists Access as Usual'. [1]

cyclestreets.net/location/50612

Roadworks on Hills Road, southbound, June 2013.
If you see examples of Cyclists Dismount signs at roadworks,
please do let us know: ideally report it on Cyclescape (you
don't even have to log in to do that). Time is of the essence,
because often roadworks like this are only there for a day or
two. If there is time, and we let the county council know, they
will ask the contractor to remove the offending signs. Please
take a photo if you can, and also upload that to Cyclestreets or
Cyclescape. And make a note of who the contractor is (there
should be a sign saying this at the roadworks).
One member has become so frustrated by this that he has
submitted a Freedom Of Information request to try to get to
the bottom of why this keeps on happening. We'll let you know
what happens.
[1] cyclestreets.net/location/24023
David Earl

Arrows on St Andrew's Street
At long last, cycle symbols and arrows have been added to St Andrew's Street
southbound between Hobson Street and Emmanuel Road. We have repeatedly
asked the county council to do this.
More than anywhere in the city, this has been the place where police have
stopped cyclists because the police themselves don't understand the rules, and
bus and taxi drivers routinely intimidate cyclists because they are convinced the
cyclists are in the wrong (not that that is ever a good reason for intimidating
anyone).
An obscure sign was put up a while ago indicating there would be oncoming
cyclists, but one small sign high up on a lamp post by the Grand Arcade entrance
was noticed by very few drivers. So thank you to whoever at the county council got
the arrows added. A small thing, but a great improvement.
David Earl

cyclestreets.net/location/51144

St Andrew's Street, Cambridge, facing south.
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Further proposals for the Tins

Proposed improvements to the Tins path in Cherry Hinton (not to scale; Cambridgeshire County Council)
The Tins - the path between the out-of-town end of Mill Road
and Cherry Hinton High Street, roughly parallel to the
Newmarket railway line - has seen much improvement over
recent years.
Firstly, when the old cement works site was redeveloped to
include the hotel and gym, a 3m dedicated cycleway, one of
the best in the city, was constructed along the whole frontage
between the railway bridge and Kathleen Elliott Way (leading
to Coldhams Lane). Then, two years ago, the section on the
city side of the railway bridge was widened and surfaced
properly. That change also featured a new bridge across the
brook at the Mill Road end. Sadly the railway bridge,
belonging to Network Rail, has not and will not be widened or
made less steep for the foreseeable future, though there may
be an opportunity if the Cambridge to Newmarket railway line
is dualled as has recently been proposed.

Now, the county council is considering improving the section
between Kathleen Elliott Way and Orchard Estate. Currently
there is a narrow footpath here running behind the houses on
the streets off Coldhams Lane. Apparently the hedgerow on
the other side is protected, so the existing path cannot simply
be widened. Instead the council is proposing to put a parallel
cycleway on the other side of the hedge, rejoining at the back
of the first house on Orchard Estate. This would not be shared
with pedestrians, who would use the existing footpath. There
would then be plenty of room to surface and share the last
ten metres up to the road. It is not clear at present whether
the improved, but still awkward, chicanes at that end could be
removed, or indeed whether a better crossing of Orchard
Estate could be provided.
At two metres, the proposed path is much narrower than we
would like, and narrower than the other sections of the same
path, especially as there would be a fence on one side and a
hedge (and possibly a small drop) on the other (and we know
that vegetation alongside cycleways always gets overgrown).
It needs to be wide enough to cycle along safely with a child
and to cope with trikes and trailers. There is no physical factor
limiting the width currently - the adjacent waste land is to be
built on at some stage. Done well, at a little over 300m long,
this should be a welcome addition to the excellent Tins route.

Scope for further improvements
Beyond Orchard Estate there is a wider path, about 150m
long, leading into the end of Railway Street. While rather
bumpy (though it is surfaced) and quite narrow, especially at
the moment as it is so overgrown, it is not too bad, so for the
first time there would be a continuous, good route through to

The Tins, from the county council's Cambridge Cycle Map.
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Cyclescape mailing lists
We've mentioned in these pages before that we have been
developing an alternative to our mailing lists, called
Cyclescape. By the time you read this we should have switched
to using Cyclescape instead of our discussion mailing lists. Our
committee has already been using it for some time.
Those of you who have not joined mailing lists because of the
volume of email may now want to join the more manageable
Cyclescape.
Cyclescape is an online forum, but it has the advantage of
being much more selective about what you want to receive or
discuss. You can take part in as many or as few of the
discussions as you like. This can be geographically based. So
for example, when you find roadworks with a 'Cyclist
Dismount' sign, rather then sending a widely broadcast email,
you can create an 'issue' for it which says where it is on the
map. And you can opt in or out of each conversation
separately.

The Tins path looking west towards Orchard Estate.
Cherry Hinton along this corridor. No doubt that remaining
section could also be improved in time.
This then opens up the possibility of continuing on to
Fulbourn. On the other side of the High Street from Railway
Street is Sunmead Walk. This path leads all the way through to
the level crossing on the Cherry Hinton bypass next to Tesco. It
runs alongside the railway, where there would be ample land
to widen the path (plenty, even if the railway were to be put
back to two tracks at some time: much wider than, for example,
the part on the Fulbourn side of Tesco which was constructed
alongside a steep bank up to the railway). Sunmead Walk
divides roughly into three sections. The Cherry Hinton end is
surfaced and fairly narrow, but usable, as it runs alongside
school grounds. The middle section is wider and better
surfaced, with a sturdy fence alongside the railway on one side
and the rear walls of houses and a small green on the other ideally it would be wider still, but it is usable as is (many
cyclists already use it). The Fulbourn end is, however, extremely
narrow, not surfaced and ends at three shallow steps up to the
bypass. That's not to say some cyclists do not already use it - I
met one coming up the steps while taking photographs - but it
is really unsuitable and very unsatisfactory at present.

Once a discussion is going you can continue it on the
Cyclescape website or by email (like a more finely-grained
email list) as you prefer. Unlike the email lists, though, you can
also attach photos and documents to the conversation, set
deadlines, and tag them (so e.g. the tag 'dismount' could allow
you to find other instances of unwarranted Cyclist Dismount
signs), and search.
You can also say (on a map) 'only tell me about issues in
Trumpington' or 'tell me about discussion related to my
commuting route' etc, or get everything concerning the group.
You can either ask us to send you an invitation, or sign up
yourself, at camcycle.cyclescape.org. If you do it yourself, you
will have to request membership of the the Cycling Campaign
group (the system is for all cycle groups, not just us) after
defining your area of interest, and also set your email
preferences.
David Earl

Beyond the bypass, the existing cycle route continues to
Fulbourn alongside Tesco and then using Fulbourn Old Drift.
That, then, would just leave the railway bridge near the
Holiday Inn to be addressed.
David Earl
See camcycle.cyclescape.org for more information and
discussion.
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Oldenburg: City of the Future
Twelve members of Cambridge Cycling Campaign were hosted
in the German city of Oldenburg in late May 2013. Oldenburg
is growing quickly and styling itself as a city of the future.
A new European Medical University, a growing hi-tech service
sector, and lots of new housing make it like a bit bigger
version of Cambridge. With 43% of trips by bicycle it is the
biggest significantly sized cycling city in Europe and is very
proud to be known as Germany's 'cycling city'.
Our guide walked us to the top of Bergstraße (Mountain
Street), the highest point in the city, a full 9.3 metres above
sea level. At no point were we even approaching the dizzying
heights or the steepness of Castle Hill. There were no steep
bridge approach ramps over the motorways or railways as
they had all been built above ground level, allowing city
traffic to pass underneath, at ground level.
The city has very high levels of cycling: at one location it was
hard to keep up a count of the bicycles because they streamed
past way too quickly, three or four abreast.
The bicycle infrastructure is probably best described as a work
in progress. In some parts it looks very much like what the
Dutch would do, with wide off-road dedicated cycleways. But
surprisingly we were also often sharing rather narrow
pavements with pedestrians.

Fahradstrasse
One street had recently been converted to a bicycle street. A
central strip had a road-like quality, wide enough for bicycles
to travel in two directions four abreast. This was surrounded
by bicycle parking, and then wide footways next to the very
busy shops. It worked incredibly well, and should be
something easy to replicate in Cambridge.
All the cycleways were paved with 40cm-square concrete
blocks. By making them 10cm thick the city engineers said
that it provided a better surface after services underneath had
been repaired, and didn't crack under the weight of heavy
vehicles.

Ring road
The city centre is surrounded by an inner ring road. The bus
lines loop around this ring road before heading back out
again, providing excellent interchange posibilities with no
need for buses to cut through or wait in the historic centre.
Also, there were plenty of car parks just off the ring road, with
the inevitable queues of car traffic attempting to get into
them. Car parking was significantly cheaper than in
Cambridge. There appears to be little restraint on car traffic
except for the large pedestrian area. This is a policy decision
by the city council as car drivers from outside the city were
still considered very valuable to the local economy.

Green network
Out in the countryside, an extensive network of permeable
paths and quiet roads for bicycles had been used to create a
120km orbital leisure route. This passes through woods, fields
of maize, and at one point was even suspended from a
motorway bridge, 40m above a river which provided
vertiginous views of the city. Plenty of 'refuelling'
establishments along this route served German beer and fresh
asparagus.

Home zone
Many of the older residential areas have no footpaths beside
the residential roads. Newer areas have 'play streets' with very
wiggly narrow roads and plenty of parking. We still didn’t see
many children playing in these areas, but did see lots of kids
cycling through them. Typically there were fully separate
cycleway networks that led to schools and the local shops.

Priorities right
At minor road junctions, the cycleway just continued at the
same level, along with the footway. From the riding or walking
point of view, there was no real difference; no Give Way, no
kerb to step down from, no traffic turning fast across you.
From the driving point of view, you are crossing the pavement,
just like accessing a driveway, except you are crossing into a
minor road. The priority is clear and simple.
Most of the cycleways along the main roads were on both
sides of the road and went the same way as the flow of the
traffic. However, in some very busy locations, they were twoway cycleways on one side of the road. Two-way cycleways
were the exception rather than the rule and were provided
where many people on bicycles previously broke the rules and
took the short cut anyway. Instead of penalising them, they
just changed the infrastructure to match the desire lines.
Where these two-way cycleways crossed a side street they had
very bright red paint warning drivers of this crossing.

cyclestreets.net/location/50085
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This street in Oldenburg is arranged left to right as, footway
3.5m, cycle parking 2.25m, cycleway / road 4m, cycle parking
2.25m, footway 3.5m. Motor vehicles are allowed early in the
day and at night for deliveries.

Oldenburg
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Camera work
Another great innovation in Oldenburg is cameras for
detecting bicycles. If a traffic junction detects lots of bicycles
they will give the bicycle traffic more green time. This was
especially effective at a narrow bridge where bicycles and cars
shared the same space. The bicycles are given their green light
first, and it stays green until all the bicycles have filled the
narrow bridge, and then the cars are given their green light. It
works very well, and is definitely worth trying in Cambridge.
Given this success, especially of reducing collisions and
increasing capacity, they are now rolling these out to other
junctions. These innovations are also closely aligned with
giving buses priority at traffic lights throughout the city to cut
bus journey times. It required a few additional bicycle detector
loops or cameras and some new software for the traffic lights.
The benefit in terms of additional people travelling through
the junction was however huge.

Short green
There was no green wave for bicycles as used in Copenhagen,
owing to conflict with trying to keep car traffic moving to
reduce pollution. However, they have been experimenting with
giving an additional very short eight second green phase for
bicycles waiting at traffic lights between other traffic phases,
allowing up to 20 bicycles to pass through the junction
quickly. This provided most of the benefits of a green wave,
little or no waiting, without having to slow down car traffic.
Other innovations that we saw included separate bicycle and
pedestrian lights at road crossings, specifically to give bicycles
a longer green time, advanced green lights for bicycles at
main traffic junctions, and 30 km/h speed limits on most roads
within the city. The separate bicycle and pedestrian lights
were very interesting: if it took 20 seconds for a person to
cross a roadway, but only 5 seconds on a bicycle, and 25
seconds were allocated for the crossing time of people
walking and cycling, then the pedestrian lights were on for
only 5 seconds, but the bicycle lights were on for 20 seconds,
increasing the safe capacity of the junction.

Fahrradparkordnung
Another surprise was bicycle parking, where we observed two
major differences from Cambridge. The first was that people
just parked their bicycles wherever they wanted. They just
stopped, put down the typically sturdy kick stand, locked the
back wheel, and wandered off. Secondly, we noticed how
orderly the bicycle parking was. Long rows of bicycles all
parked side by side formed quickly and easily, especially near
pubs, restaurants and shops. We didn’t have a word to describe
this, so we invented a new German word for this:
Fahrradparkordnung. Bicycle park ordering.
It is incredibly liberating just stopping and parking your
bicycle. There were a few Sheffield stands, including their own
design of Oldenburg stands, but few bicycles were actually
locked to them. There were also plenty of wheel-benders, but
again, this appeared to only hint where bicycle parking was
acceptable and was not something to lock a bicycle to.

cyclestreets.net/location/50378

This cycleway hangs underneath a motorway on the eastern
edge of Oldenburg.

School
We asked at a suburban secondary school of about 850
children how many bicycles had been stolen. Just two had gone
missing in the last ten years. About 90% of the pupils rode
their bicycle to this school, mainly because it gave them the
freedom and time to do the things they wanted to do. It was
quicker than the bus, and less effort than walking the 400
metres to the nearest bus stop. There were few 'mummy taxis'
dropping kids off at the school.

What could Cambridge learn from
Oldenburg?
· 1. Segregated cycleways along the side of all the main roads
worked exceptionally well, attracting all age groups
· 2. Priority for bicycles and pedestrians at side roads with the
cycleways and footways continuing through the junction at the
same level also provided fast routes through the city
· 3. Traffic lights that provide quick bicycle phases, advanced
greens and additional time for bicycles when there are lots of
bicycles travelling through the junction.
Oldenburg appears to have all the qualities of a cycling city:
high bicycle use, safe routes that give priority to bicycles at the
critical places, and a culture of cycling that pervades the city.
The biggest shock was how easy it was to ride around on the
almost ubiquitous cycleways. These were always segregated
from the main roads, if not from people walking, and always
had priority over side streets. This meant that going along a
main road is a virtually pain-free experience.
It was also quite a revelation when the cars just stop, or even
reverse out of the way of somebody on a bicycle. The cycleways
are considered part of the main road, and therefore blocking
them is as bad as pulling halfway across the main road before
finding a gap in the traffic.
Simon Nuttall
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Sawston bypass crossing Junction works start
Cambridgeshire County Council has brought out plans to put
traffic lights at the junction of the Sawston bypass (A1301)
and the northern road into the village. This is where National
Cycle Route 11 crosses over the bypass and heads into
Sawston, both parts of which are on rather poor quality
shared-use pavements. There is little reason to use the path
on the quieter road into the village, but north of the junction
most cyclists would use it because of the very high speeds on
the main road, and because the path avoids the narrow humpbacked bridge a little further on as the road comes into
Stapleford. So signals will help crossing this road enormously.
A National Cycle Route should, in principle, be suitable for an
unaccompanied twelve-year-old, which is hardly compatible
with crossing a busy 60mph bypass.
Sadly, however, they have produced the most awkward of
designs, which requires cyclists to cross in three separate
stages, waiting for a green light at each. This is combined with
an extremely narrow refuge with railings which it will be
extremely hard to manoeuvre a bike around, and in any case
there would be room for only one bike, and two bikes could
not pass. What were they thinking?
It would be so much easier if they set the crossing as a single
stage south of the junction. The volume of cycle traffic is not
so high that the traffic flow (always the county council's
overriding concern) would be badly compromised by the
phasing of the lights needed to do this. But surely, the amount
of traffic turning left from Sawston to go back south down the
bypass is so small that a left turn ban out of the village would
be harmless and make the phasing simple.
Looking at the bigger picture, NCN11 emerges from the
village to cross the bypass again just over a kilometre further
south, also at an unprotected crossing. It then heads off
towards Whittlesford Church on a recently constructed
cycleway across the fields. While the existing cycleway serves
the village, village college and the route to Babraham and
Abington, NCN11 would be better served by following the
bypass all the way down on its west side. The cost would be in
the low hundreds-of-thousands like other cycleways of its
kind and length, and obviously can't be part of this scheme.
But the desire is there for the future.
See cyclescape.org/threads/863 for more information
including maps and discussion.
David Earl

The junction of Hills Road and Lensfield Road; work has
begun on the southwest corner, as seen in the background of
this photo.
Work has begun to reconstruct the junction by the Catholic
Church at the city centre end of Hills Road. It will take several
months. As we reported previously, this will improve matters
for cyclists heading into town, who will have a cycle lane to
reach an advanced stop line at the lights, and the left-turn slip
will be removed.
We also understand that innovative advanced green signals to
give cyclists a head start here have been approved by the
Department for Transport. The Secretary of State for Transport
said in Parliament on 26 June: 'DfT officials are working closely
with Transport for London on a project trialling a range of new
measures, including low-level signals for cyclists. We are also
working with Cambridgeshire County Council, who are trialling
the use of cycle filter signals'. This should avoid a lot of the
conflict arising from cars wanting to turn left across the path
of straight-ahead cyclists and we hope will set a precedent for
use elsewhere in Cambridge.
Nevertheless, we have been very critical of this scheme,
especially as it is a very expensive change funded out of a
cycle budget, when it will otherwise do so little for cyclists.
The ring-road approaches do nothing for cyclists. While they
will have advanced stop lines, there will be no way for cyclists
to reach them. All the very narrow traffic lanes are being
retained, as the county council cabinet made it clear that
maintaining traffic capacity was their overriding objective in
reconstructing the junction. Southbound out of Regent Street
is being made more of a free-for-all than at present, without
clear lane markings.
The roadworks have already caused some hold-ups - we think
due to problems at other roadworks rather than at this
junction. We expect people will find alternative routes as they
get used to them and delays will be reduced, as happened at
the Hills Road bridge reconstruction. That, of course, begs the
question if you can do it for several months, why not
permanently?
David Earl
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Tour de France - Monday 7 July 2014
Cambridgeshire County Council organised a summit to discuss
how to take cycling forward in Cambridgeshire, in order to
build a lasting legacy from hosting the third stage of next
year's Grand Départ.

badly they're offsetting any costs Cambridgeshire will incur.
Thus with no financial stake, and probably very little say in
how it will be spent, I really struggled to work out how the
Campaign could contribute.

The event was held at an excellent school in Swavesey.
Excellent because they had done a lot to promote cycling,
building a cycle racing track on expanded playing fields and
encouraging both pupils and staff to ride.

Science is Cambridge's fame and the city doesn't really need
the hassle of dealing with the crowds to bring it any more
attention. Suggestions of closing roads for the day to have a
Tour de Cambridge or Cambridgeshire met a strongly negative
response from some of the councillors and officers whose
workshop session I shared.

But I found the event itself rather muddled. What was clear
was that the world's biggest annual sporting event will start
its third day from Parker's Piece, the riders and their massive
caravan of motor vehicles having driven down from the
previous day's finish in Harrogate, along with 400,000
spectators.

Cripes, it's really happening, what are we
going to do about it?
At the event 200 delegates from a mix of pupils, sporting
organisations, city and county councillors and officers and
cycling activists gathered to come up with answers. The sports
cyclists shone, their time has come.
What didn't shine was any sense of how the county or city
might want to celebrate all this. Yorkshire wanted the tour so

Instead, the summit started talking about the legacy - longerterm strategies for developing cycling in the county. A chance
for the Campaign to assert once again the desire for highquality off-road provision, and in this we were supported by Ely
Cycling Campaign who want the same sort of thing there.
With a reluctant city, and Yorkshire deciding how money will be
spent for the day of the event itself, I think all we can look
forward to is: filling of the potholes on the route between
Parker's Piece and the county boundary, and an early departure
for riders on the day, so that Cambridge will be back to normal
by 10am, focussing on winning more Nobel prizes.
Simon Nuttall

Bike barometers
Cambridge's cycling infrastructure provides pleasant and safe
routes away from traffic, such as those across commons,
alongside the river and the many paths like the Tins Path, the
one to Coton or at the Gonville Place crossing.
As a result, drivers stuck in traffic, e.g. on the ring road,
underestimate the true popularity of cycling in Cambridge. Ever
since our study tour to Copenhagen in May 2012 a bicycle trip
counter or bike barometer has been on my wishlist. Such
devices not only count passing bicycles, but unlike the trip
counters we already have, bike barometers also display the
number of daily trips and the accumulated number for the year
to the passing public. In Karlsruhe they also give the time and
temperature. Around that time I discussed bike barometers
with an officer at the county who had already looked into the
benefits of making the number of cycle trips visible.
The European Bike Friendly Cities project offers financial
support for the installation of bike barometers to help cities
communicate the true level of cycling to those affected by
congestion, which might motivate them to take up active forms
of travel, which in turn would help reduce congestion. The
council expects the bike barometer to cost £11,000 including
installation near the Gonville Place crossing. For the remainder
of the cost, sponsorship has apparently been secured from a
local Cambridge firm. The Campaign welcomes the bike
barometer, which should be installed at a location where the
number of bike journeys will be visible to people travelling in
cars, but without obstructing sight lines at junctions.
Klaas Brümann

This 20,000 EUR bike barometer in Karlshruhe is apparently
very similar to the one being considered for the Gonville Place
junction.
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Histon Road proposals

Highest cycling levels

The county council is proposing to make changes to Histon
Road between Victoria Road and Gilbert Road.

A study by VCÖ ('Traffic Club Austria', a lobby group for
sustainable transport) about the share of trips by bike in
European cities puts (Huntingdon-sized) Houten in the
Netherlands first with 44% of all trips done by bike, closely
followed by (Cambridge-sized) Oldenburg.

Paid for out of a bus fund, the intention is, apparently, to
reduce delays from buses 'stuck' behind cyclists. Because of its
origin outside the Cycle Projects team, it does not live up to
the improved standards that other similar changes have in
recent years.
There are very welcome changes to the Gilbert Road junction,
with wide approach lanes and red surfacing. And there would
be red surfacing across side roads.
However, for the rest of the length, the proposal is for narrow
(mostly 1.3m wide) advisory cycle lanes in which parking will
be allowed from the evening to the early morning. To do this
they will have to fight the parking lobby, as all daytime car
parking would be removed on this stretch of Histon Road.

The study focused mainly on cities where 20% of trips or
more are done by bike. The list is incomplete regarding cities
with lower levels of cycling, the reason why places like
Bologna, Oxford, and York don't appear on the list. While
levels of cycling within cities are not easily comparable due
to differences in size and traffic travelling into cities from
surrounding towns and villages, this study is at least a
comparison from a neutral source:

The removal of car parking will undoubtedly mean much
improved cycling, but we are very disappointed indeed by
what would replace it. 1.3m lanes mean that these buses they
want to speed up will pass extremely close to cyclists; the
lane markings encourage traffic not to move over where they
would do otherwise. 1.3m is also way below the County
Council's minimum width for cycle lanes agreed last year.
While the scheme has positive aspects, it does seem
disappointing overall on a road that is crying out for better
cycle provision. Perhaps, given its width (it is by-and-large
narrower than Gilbert Road, where 1.7m lanes were possible),
only a much more radical solution would actually improve
things here.
David Earl

Source and complete list: Mobility study of cities, VCÖ 2013
iitm.be/vcoecities
This shows that Cambridge has a high share of cycling not
only by UK standards, but also compared to other European
cities. But it also shows that there is still potential to get many
more people to chose active forms of travel, as the target of
Cambridge Cycling Campaign's recent study tour, the university
city of Oldenburg, is already achieving (see separate article).
Klaas Brümann
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The Cambridge Institute of Urban Cycling
Lecture 2: The Mysteries of the Advanced Stop Box
See this traffic light here? Right at the front of the junction
the tarmac is red, the sign of a bike is painted on the road
surface. What are we to make of it? Do motorcycles assemble
here at a red light so that they can get a better start? Is it the
memorial for a cyclist who was run over by a car while waiting
at a red light? A special waiting area for unicyclists? A design
to improve the general view of the intersection? Perhaps it is a
place for cyclists to assemble and hold short boxing matches?
An 'impact cushion zone' which keeps the intersection clear in
case a car already waiting at the traffic light is being hit from
behind, allowing lateral traffic flow to continue. Wait, it is a
balcony! The bel-air balcony!
In some locations the advanced stop box is always crowded
with cyclists, for instance Bridge Street crossing Chesterton
Road. Many other boxes are studiously kept empty. Perhaps
they could be used for short-term parking? Some cyclists place
their bikes there when waiting for a green light, but only if
there are no cars behind them. The second and third cyclist
often finds access to the front area (the balcony) obstructed
and waits in the bike lane (the aisle).
Advanced stop boxes do work, they just don’t work perfectly.
Surveys find that those in a car and those on a bike do like
them (otrec.us/project/227). The cyclist comes to a stop at a
red light. Initiating bicycle movement from a stationary
position is a problem for those cyclists who have not mastered
the 2 o'clock pedal position for starting. The box gives them
the space for their initial wobble. They are also a real lifesaver
to prevent left-hook conflicts at intersections, but only for
those cyclists located in the visual field of the driver. First the
cyclists go straight ahead, then the cars turn left. That’s the big
idea. They are also a real benefit for right turners, allowing the
cyclist to move into the correct lane position for the right turn.
If the box is well populated, it allows cyclists going straight
through to clear the intersection before cars overtake them.
Many intersections have a pinch-point straight ahead: The
pavement design and centre islands often restrict the width of
the roadway at the other end of the intersection. It is good
practice for cyclists to clear this bottleneck before allowing
cars to pass them. To achieve this, ideally all straight-ahead
cyclists would start from the balcony of the box and ride in
formation, distributing into a line once they have fully cleared
the intersection. As always, when a large lorry is part of the
mix, stay clear! The driver has a dangerous blind spot around
his cabin (allow 4 metres distance!)
Advanced stop boxes give increased visibility to reduce
conflict. In Cambridge, a city which for many centuries has
learned how to queue, they are often not used optimally,
because cyclists (polite) queue in the approach aisle, also
called bike lane, rather than distributing in the box. But on a
bicycle, the demands of politeness and the local habit of
queueing can increase conflicts and even endanger your
health. Queue busting is not appropriate at the cashier in the
department store. It is not done at the bus stop. But when
cycling in traffic, queue busting is the safest and the best
thing to do. Fill up the balcony and allow others to pass ahead,
don’t worry about being in the way of a car.

cyclestreets.net/location/49063

The junction of Hills Road and Brooklands Avenue.
If you are the first cyclist to arrive at the balcony, place
yourself so that others can also enjoy the view and the fresh
air. Drivers appreciate it when they can see you clearly and
when they understand your intentions. Think of the advanced
stop box as the express checkout service provided for
vulnerable road users. Use it! Still worried about obstructing
traffic? The professor of cycling says: Don’t worry about
obstructing traffic, better to start worrying about the car that
has not seen you. Better to start worrying that your position
on the road may send the wrong signal to the driver behind
you. Do you really want to invite the driver to overtake you
here, when the pinch point is just a few metres ahead, and the
second driver behind has not yet had a glimpse of your
backside?
If motorcyclists use the advanced stop box, they ought to be
fined. Say: Nice day to ride a bike. Your chain needs a few
drops of oil. Do: Check out the other bikes. Say hello. Did we
wait in the same traffic light yesterday? Don't: Read the
newspaper. Don't wait for the music to start. Enjoy the
company of fellow cyclists.
Michael Cahn
See also: camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/103/article2.html
camcycle.org.uk/campaigning/papers/AdvancedStopLines.pdf

Opportunities at the Campaign
A committee member is going to leave us shortly,
and so there will be a vacancy on our committee. If
you want to get involved with the Campaign, please
get in touch and email contact@camcycle.org.uk
The process involves an election at the upcoming
public monthly meeting. Your enthusiasm, expertise
and a bit of your time will be put to good use.
Experts in herding cats and co-ordinating are
especially welcome to apply.
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Wing development

The Wing development
the new development. The
site is between Newmarket
Road and High Ditch Road,
seen from behind the car
showrooms to the Park &
Ride site. We were invited to
present some desires for this
location, which were reviewed
at the Campaign's monthly
meeting before being
presented.

Masterplan for The Wing (Pollard Thomas Edwards Architects).
Wing is the name of a new development just to the north of
Cambridge Airport. It may bring significant changes for cycle
networks in the area, and so far these changes are looking
good.
Cambridge Cycling Campaign was invited to a workshop at
Marshall's to discuss the basic design and requirements for

With a new cycle bridge over
the River Cam, the site would
be approximately five
minutes' cycling time from
the planned Science Park
Railway Station. This is the
same bridge that would be
required to complete the
Chisholm Trail. Marshall's
have been saying very
encouraging words about
pushing for this new link.
For this bridge to be accessible, the Jubilee Cycleway crossing
at Fen Ditton Road needs to be improved. We have suggested
that an underpass would be the ideal arrangement, especially
since Marshall's own the old railway alignment already.
Our other major request is for a link to the rarely used farm
access bridge over the A14 to allow Lodes Way to reach all the
way into Cambridge. The concept of a major cycleway through
the development that therefore links the new railway station
and Lodes Way has been accepted. This would be an excellent
route for the people of Cambridge to reach Anglesey Abbey
and Wicken Fen using a fully segregated cycleway. This would
be an excellent route for the Reach Ride.
Internally, the development is planned to have a primary
school, and we have requested a bicycle drop-off area
separated from a car drop-off area. Plentiful bicycle parking
has also been requested.
We have also suggested designing segregated cycle routes
along the two primary routes into the development, with these
having priority over the side roads.
One idea from Cambridge Past, Present and Future was for
part of the development to be car-free. We supported such a
proposal. However, given that this is a Marshall's development
and that they sell many cars, this was not taken fully on board.
However, car parking may be restricted in front of the houses,
with car clubs being promoted, and remote parking areas for
those who need a second car.
As always, the details will matter, but so far we are reasonably
positive about the benefits for people who wish to use a
bicycle in this development.
See camcycle.cyclescape.org/threads/573 for more
information and discussion.
Robin Heydon
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September 2013
Sun 1

Tue 3

Newsletter 110 deadline
Please send copy to Monica Frisch: mfrisch@phonecoop.coop . Members are warmly invited to write
articles (style guidelines available) and are invited to contact the Editor in the first instance.
8.00pm

Monthly General Meeting
Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a chance to chat, and for us to
introduce ourselves to new members).

October 2013
Tue 1

8.00pm

Monthly General Meeting
Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a chance to chat, and for us to
introduce ourselves to new members).

Mon 7

5.45pm

Newsletter Meeting
Grads Café, University Centre. A chance to comment upon the most recent Newsletter and to help plan
the forthcoming edition.

November 2013
Sun 3

Tue 5

Newsletter 111 deadline
Please send copy to Monica Frisch: mfrisch@phonecoop.coop . Members are warmly invited to write
articles (style guidelines available) and are invited to contact the Editor in the first instance.
8.00pm

Annual General Meeting
Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a chance to chat, and for us to
introduce ourselves to new members).

Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to decline to promote events or activities where helmets or high-visibility clothing are
required or implied.

Cycle rides
Do you cycle around Cambridge and fancy going a bit further? If so, why not come for a ride with CTC Cambridge? We hold up to
six rides a week in the countryside around Cambridge, and know all the prettiest and quietest routes. Our rides are sociable, noncompetitive and moderately-paced, and always include refreshment stops. Non-CTC members are welcome to come and try us
out. See our calendar of rides at ctc-cambridge.org.uk for full details. All rides are graded to give an indication of speed and
distance so you should be able to find a ride which suits you. If you're unsure, our twice-monthly Saturday morning rides are a
great way to start.
Nigel Deakin

City and County Council committees
Campaign members may be interested to attend Planning Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often include cycling
and walking issues. Development Control Forum and Joint Development Control Committee meetings, which determine the
Planning Applications relating to the major housing development proposals for the Cambridge sub-region, are also open to the
public. Campaign members may also be interested to attend Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee meetings, which often
cover walking/cycling/transport issues. Details of venue and agenda are available about a week beforehand at
cambridge.gov.uk/democracy
Wed 4 Sept

9.30am

Planning Committee

Wed 2 Oct

9.30am

Planning Committee

Thu 5 Sept

7.00pm

West/Central Area Committee

Thu 3 Oct

6.30pm

North Area Committee

Tue 10 Sept

4.30pm

Development Plan Scrutiny
Sub-committee

Wed 9 Oct

10.00am

Development Control Forum

Tue 15 Oct

4.30pm

Development Plan Scrutiny
Sub-committee

Wed 16 Oct

10.30am

Joint Development Control
Committee – Cambridge Fringes

Thur 17 Oct

7.00pm

East Area Committee

Wed 11 Sept

10.00am

Development Control Forum

Thu 12 Sept

7.00pm

East Area Committee

Mon 16 Sept

7.30pm

South Area Committee

Wed 18 Sept

10.30am

Joint Development Control
Committee – Cambridge Fringes

Wed 25 Sept 10.00am Joint Development Control –
Cambridge Fringes - Development Control Forum

Wed 23 Oct
Mon 4 Nov

10.00am Joint Development Control –
Cambridge Fringes - Development Control Forum
7.30pm

South Area Committee
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Cycle parking benefits business
The Haymakers pub in Chesterton has reopened in the last
couple of months and is now run by Individual Pubs and the
Milton Brewery. I arranged to meet a group of friends there in
late May. One (who clearly isn't used to pub car parks) emailed
back, 'for anyone cycling, there is a good set of bike racks
hidden round the back - the way to which is obvious only if
you approach from the right-hand side of the pub. Took me a
couple of visits to find those . . .'
What he meant was that in the car park, where I'd have looked
to find somewhere to stick my bike anyway, round the back,
two car parking spaces, which would probably have been
parking for 4-6 customers at most, had been replaced with 10
Sheffield stands, well spaced. From the photo, you can see that
when I turned up, there were already plenty of customers
taking advantage of them. This is effectively almost a four-fold
increase in 'customer parking'.
This is a vast change compared to many of the other pubs a
similar distance from the city centre, where you end up either
chaining your bike to random things or just leaning it against
the car park wall locked to itself and hoping it will be OK. I
ended up having a chat with the landlady, and complimented
her on the excellent customer parking, and thought I might as
well email her a few questions.
Q) You installed cycle parking as you thought it more
appropriate for a pub than car parking?
A) Yes, Cambridge is a cycling town; having the security of
large numbers of bike racks mean it's easy to stop in for one or several - and not have to worry about theft (which
unfortunately tends to go hand in hand with a large cycling
population). The other thing of course is that it discourages
drink-driving. As someone who grew up in a rural part of

Cycle parking at The Haymakers, Chesterton.
Australia where drink-driving is a real problem, I feel very
strongly about the need for an alternative.
Q) Had you a vague feeling that many of your customers might
work in the city, but live beyond the Haymakers and thus find
it convenient to call in on their way home from work?
A) A number of people in the Chesterton area work elsewhere
in Cambridge and cycle to and fro. We tend to get quite busy
with the after-work crowd and much of the feedback we have
had is from people who have said they were just cycling past
after work and saw that we had re-opened. Being able to
secure your bike means you can stop in and not worry about
theft, or having to 'just have one'.
Q) Are you finding that the cycle parking is well-used?
A) Very well-used. Since we last spoke we've taken out another
two parking spaces and installed another half a dozen racks
because even with all the space we had, over the weekends we
were running out of space. It's important to keep a few parking
spaces. Sometimes we get some groups in for business
lunches, or there is a designated driver, people bringing elderly
parents for a meal and so forth. But I feel we have the right
balance, we've not had anyone yet claim there wasn't
anywhere for them to park!
Q) Do you think this has helped your business?
A) Well so far, most of the reviews that I've read online, sites
like Tripadvisor, Pints and Pubs and so forth, have mentioned
the cycle racks in glowing terms so I must assume so!
The Haymakers now seems to have about 18 Sheffield stands.
Is this something other pubs a similar distance from the city
centre, or slightly further afield, perhaps in the 'necklace
villages', should take note of? I've been to many with a
reasonable number of car parking spaces but nowhere to
properly chain up my bike. I challenge some of them, in the
light of the Haymakers' experience, to see if they can get more
people in buying food and drink, if they provide some proper
customer parking. In these times when pubs face many
challenges to their profitability, surely attracting more
customers has to be a good thing?
Heather Coleman

16

