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Co-ordinator’s comment

Co-ordinator’s comment
Let’s keep it simple: failures in the
bicycle infrastructure are the most
important barrier to increased cycling
rates. A large proportion of the population is waiting. They are waiting for the
bike paths which will get them out of
their cars and to their destinations. How
much longer will they have to wait?

If you like what you see in this newsletter, add your
voice to those of our 1,100 members by joining the
Campaign.
Membership costs are low:
£7.50 individual
£3.50 unwaged
£12 household
For this, you get six newsletters a year, discounts at a
large number of bike shops, and you will be supporting
our work.
Join now on-line at:
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership
Cambridge Cycling Campaign was set up in 1995 to
voice the concerns of cyclists. We are not a cycling
club, but a voluntary organisation promoting cycling for
public benefit and representing the concerns of cyclists
in and around Cambridge.
Registered charity number 1138098
Our meetings, open to all, are on the first Tuesday of
each month, 7.30pm for 8.00pm until 10.00pm at the
Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge.
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and Trustees 2012-2013
Chair (and Charity Chair) – Martin Lucas-Smith
Co-ordinator (and Charity Secretary) – Michael Cahn

If you want to give more people a choice
of healthy and green transport options,
then you also have to address the way in
which car users (and politicians) have
assumed that roads are for cars only. You
have to reverse many decades of policy
decisions which have favoured and
encouraged car use. During this time
very large amounts of public money
have been spent almost exclusively for
the benefit of those who drive a car. This
has created a sense of natural entitlement among car users, who not only
think the road is theirs, but also that
they have paid for it.
During the local elections one
(unsuccessful) candidate gave us a good
display of this mind set when he repeated the mantra that cyclists do not
pay to use the road. Indeed, the candidate failed to realise that road tax was
abolished in 1937. But he is quite right
to raise the issue of transport costs, and
to make a distinction between what is
paid by the user and what is paid from
general taxation. These are important
political questions: should taxpayer
money be spent to subsidise car trips?
Or should we rather give higher subsidies to train trips? And how much
should we invest in cycling?
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Cambridge Cycling Campaign
Llandaff Chambers, 2 Regent Street
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Every mile cycled benefits the
community
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Considering these questions, it helps to
know that every mile cycled actually
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If you design roads which cyclists
perceive as safe, they will come. In large
numbers. This is not rocket science. The
repression of this demand for cycling is
hurting all of us, but so far the road
network is letting down those who want
to give it a try.

benefits the community, whereas every
mile driven burdens the community with
additional costs. In monetary terms, the
amounts are significant. In Copenhagen
the social benefits of cycling have been
estimated at 26 pence per mile, whereas
the social costs of driving a car come in
at 13 pence. That is a net gain of 39
pence for every mile if your bicyclewelcoming roads can encourage a driver
to hop on a bike instead (see
www.sustainablecitiescollective.com/no
de/38206 ). A similar study for the EU
has determined that the annual external
costs of driving a car come in at £1,359,
which means that every resident, including cyclists, contributes £634 to the
social costs of a car using the road (see
www.ecf.com/news/car-users-pollutebut-do-not-foot-the-bill ). Tables turned:
those who do not drive subsidise those
who use a car.
Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels have
now reached the historic high of 400
parts per million. Who could doubt the
urgency of reducing the use of carbon
fuels? The obesity levels among school
children are at 20% and rising. Is it not
time to make our roads more welcoming
for children on bikes? Looking at the
very deserving and exciting bids that
have been submitted from all parts of
the country for the Cycle City Ambition
Grant, it is striking how many local
authorities are making great strides in
accommodating those who want to get
around without a car. They are setting
ambitious mode-share goals, they are
developing striking visions for healthy
and green transport, for better communities. Advancing the transport and
health collaborative agenda is at the
core of this work. Perhaps the most
exciting piece of news, reported in our
last issue, is the Mayor of London's farreaching plans for a reallocation of road
space to healthy and active modes. We
are looking forward to working with the
newly elected county councillors so that
Cambridge can secure and expand its
place as a national leader in this area.
Michael Cahn

News
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Get Britain Cycling

20mph
consultation

The report Get Britain Cycling, by the
Westminster All-Party Parliamentary
Cycling Group, highlights the benefits to
society as a whole of spending significantly more on providing for bicycling.
However, we need to hold the government to account and we expect these
recommendations to be accepted and
acted upon by the Prime Minister and
departmental ministers.

A public consultation on the first phase,
which would cover north Cambridge, of
a citywide 20mph speed limit has just
started. A letter plus questionnaire has
been sent to every address in Arbury,
King’s Hedges, West Chesterton and East
Chesterton, asking for residents’ views.
The survey will also consider whether
thoroughfares such as Gilbert Road,
Arbury Road, Green End Road and
Chesterton High Street should be
included in the scheme.

The budget of £10 to £20 per head on
cycling is an encouraging statement, but
this must be set not only for the Department for Transport but also within local
Highways Authorities. This means that
Cambridgeshire County Council needs to
fund bicycle infrastructure in Cambridge,
the market towns, villages, and along
the major roads between all these
places.
The report recommends reducing urban
residential speed limits to 20mph,
offering Bikeability cycle training to all
school children, and that developers
should consider bicycles and pedestrians
at an early stage. These are all areas that
we have been actively supporting over
many years. We are very concerned that
the police do not seem to be interested
in enforcing the law when it comes to
speed limits, especially on rural roads
where most of the deaths of people on
bicycles occur in Cambridgeshire.

Report welcomed
Martin Lucas-Smith, chairman of
Cambridge Cycling Campaign, said ‘This
is an exciting report that recognises the
value of funding infrastructure to get
more people cycling, not only for reducing congestion but also reducing NHS
costs and increasing productivity of
businesses. We challenge Cambridgeshire County Council to fund the
reallocation of road space to enable
more children, workers, and shoppers to
travel safely along the main routes into
Cambridge. Where routes from villages
to Cambridge have been significantly
improved, it has led to big increases in
cycle use’.
The full report is at
http://allpartycycling.files.wordpress.co
m/2013/04/get-britaincycling_goodwin-report.pdf

If all members who are eligible were to
make a declaration, the potential
additional funds for the campaign (at no
extra cost to members) could be around
£1,500 a year, and this would be a
significant increase in our annual
income.
For those who have not come across Gift
Aid before, this is a scheme which allows
charities to reclaim the tax paid on
donations and charitable subscriptions,
at no cost to the donor, subject to
certain conditions. Higher-rate tax
payers can even claim tax relief on their

Monica Frisch

The Times has started a petition calling
on the Prime Minister to pledge that the
Government will implement the
recommendations in the Get Britain
Cycling report. The text, and the
government's initial response, are at
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/
49196 - please add your name and
encourage others to do the same.
Robin Heydon

Gift Aid
Cambridge Cycling Campaign is now
ready to start operating Gift Aid on
donations and members’ subscriptions.

There will be exhibitions from 29 May
to 1 July at Arbury Community Centre in
Campkin Road and Mandela House in
Regent Street, plus two drop-in events
at Arbury Community Centre, between
10am and 4pm on Saturday, 15 June, and
4pm and 8pm on Wednesday, 19 June.
See www.cambridge.gov.uk/20mphspeed-limit for more information.

Also in this issue:

donations under the scheme via their
self-assessment tax return.

Local cycleway network--------------4

The conditions are straightforward:
donors or members have to pay at least
as much UK tax as the campaign is
claiming back (currently 25%), must not
gain any direct benefit from the giftaided donation or subscription, and must
make a standard Gift Aid declaration. A
form to do this is now available online at
www.camcycle.org.uk/membership/gift
aid/ and we would encourage all taxpaying members to go there and complete the simple declaration, which only
requires you to provide your name,
address and (importantly) postcode.
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Greater Cambridge cycleway network

Greater Cambridge cycleway network
Whenever I look at maps, I like to find patterns. Look at a
modern map of Beijing, for example, and all you see are six
ring roads. Houston, Texas has a similar pattern – although
they call them loops. When I look at the cycle map of
Cambridge, I don’t see any patterns. Simply, I’m missing a
strong network of easily identifiable and understandable
routes that allow people to go the places they need, without
getting lost at every junction.
Cambridge has multiple centres: a biomedical campus towards
the south, the science park to the north east, the airport to the
east, the university to the west, and not forgetting the city
centre in the middle. The area that people think of as
Cambridge will only grow wider as new centres develop in
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Northstowe and other surrounding areas. I have therefore
concluded that we must design a network of bicycle routes
that accommodates this multi-centric development pattern.
To achieve this, we need to connect all the villages around
Cambridge with the city centre, these villages with their
neighbours, and everybody to where they want to work, learn,
or play.
Looking at a map of a city, you will find radial routes and
orbital routes. The radial routes go in and out, while the orbital
routes take you around the major congestion. Therefore we
need a network of radial and orbital strategic cycle routes that
link where people live to where people need to go. This is a
model that works well in the car world, using ring roads, loops,

Greater Cambridge cycleway network
beltways, orbital motorways, and the like, and therefore I
believe it should also work for the bicycle.
This has been suggested before, back in Newsletter 51, but I
think we need to plan for a network that is a lot bigger and
bolder than before. To achieve this ambitious plan, I propose
that we plan for twelve radial routes and five orbital routes.
The routes are indicative of the general location of the
strategic cycle routes are desired, but I’m sure that the actual
routes may need to take account of the realities on the ground.

Twelve radial routes
There should be twelve radial routes based on the numbers on
a clock face. These would link the centre of Cambridge with all
the surrounding areas. (See table below.)
O’Clock

Employment Sites

1
2
3
4
5

Science Park, Cambridge Research Park
Swann Road Industrial Estate
Beehive Centre, Marshalls Airport
Mill Road, Coldhams Lane, Capital Park
Hills Road, Railway Station, Addenbrooke’s Hospital,
Cambridge Biomedical Campus, The Babraham Institute,
Granta Park
Trumpington, Imperial War Museum
Melbourn Science Park

6
7
8
9
10
11

Burwash Manor, Horizon Park, Wimpole Hall
West Cambridge, Cambourne Business Park
Bar Hill Industrial Estates, Cambridge Services,
Buckingway Business Park
Northstowe

12

Histon Vision Park

Five orbital routes
Each orbital route would be an approximate distance out from
the centre of Cambridge. With the name of the route based on
the distance from the Market Square. These routes could be
named Ø1, Ø3, Ø6, Ø9, and Ø12.
The inner orbital, Ø1, would follow the existing inner ring
road. Significant improvements are required here, as
exemplified in the recent Newnham to Newmarket Road
campaign.
Next out would be the main Cambridge orbital route for the
major employment sites. The Ø3 ring will thus link the Science
Park, the airport, Addenbrooke’s, and West Cambridge, with
new housing at Trumpington, North West Cambridge, NIAB
and Orchard Park, and the new Cambridge Science Park
railway station. It will be inside the existing A14, M11 and A11
orbital motorways.
Some of this already exists! If you cycle up St Ivo Way (Guided
Busway) from Milton Road up to and through Orchard Park you
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would be on Ø3. Plans are in place to link this through the
NIAB development to Huntingdon Road, and then through NW
Cambridge to Madingley Road. With the Chisholm Trail and
the bridge over the river, we could even see this extend south
of the river towards the airport and Addenbrooke’s Hospital
along the outer ring road.
The greenbelt orbital, Ø6, is going to be a lovely route linking
all the nearby necklace villages together. You can imagine
young families from Cambridge cycling out on to Ø6, cycling
around Cambridge through green fields, and then back in on
another radial and back home.
Ø9 will provide an excellent link between all the new
developments outside the greenbelt. It would also link many

Settlements
Milton, Waterbeach, Stretham,
Lode, Swaffham, Reach, Burwell
Teversham, The Wilbrahams, Six Mile Bottom, Dullingham
Cherry Hinton, Fulbourn, Balsham
Sawston, Babraham, The Abingtons, Linton

Shelford, Whittlesford, Duxford, Ickleton
Grantchester, Haslingfield, Harston, Barrington, Shepreth,
Meldreth, Melbourn
Barton, Comberton, The Eversdens, Arrington
Coton, Hardwick, Caldecote, Cambourne, Caxton
Bar Hill, Lolworth, Boxworth, Connington, Fen Drayton,
Fenstanton
Girton, Oakington, Northstowe, Longstanton, Willingham,
Over, Swavesey
Histon, Impington, Cottenham, Aldreth, Haddenham

of the existing village colleges with their neighbouring village
catchment areas.
And then even further out will be Ø12 linking many of the
tourist destinations, Wimpole Hall, Wicken Fen, Newmarket
Racecourse, Linton Zoo, the Imperial War Museum at Duxford.
This last orbital will provide the foundation for building a truly
sustainable tourist industry in Greater Cambridge. A full ‘orbit’
around Cambridge on Ø12 would be close to 75km.
Placing all of these on a map shows how the network of
cycleways can really bind the Greater Cambridge area together
into a cycling paradise for businesses, families, and tourists.
All this will require aproximately 340 km of new or improved
cycleways. At aproximately £250,000 per km of cycleway in
the countryside, but significantly higher costs in the city, this
will be a £200m project. The benefits to Greater Cambridge
through reduced traffic congestion, a healthier population, and
more productive businesses will be worth over a billion
pounds. Can we afford not to do this?
Robin Heydon
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Reach Fair report

The best yet Ride to Reach Fair
When Councillor Sheila Stuart was Mayor of Cambridge in
2011 she was the first to ride to Reach Fair on a bike, the
weather was brilliant and we broke a record with a count of
385 people cycling. For this year’s ride Councillor Stuart was
back as the Mayor on the ride, the sun was shining and we
broke another record, counting 585 people riding to Reach Fair
before the official opening at noon.
The reliable and hard-working organiser Simon Nuttall fitted
many bikes with flags and distributed water bottles and
energy bars. Simon gave a speech introducing the Mayor, who
then said that she hopes future mayors of Cambridge will
continue to ride to Reach by bike. We set off at 10am prompt
on 9 May.
There were several groups of riders waiting for us at Jesus
Green, Riverside and Stourbridge Common, which boosted the
numbers even more. We stopped momentarily at Newmarket
Road Park & Ride where even more joined. At Quy we had a
five-minute stop.
At Reach the cycle parking was rather overwhelmed. There
was a big bottleneck of people queueing to go through the
narrow gate. Many people wandered off and found their own
place to park. Simon decided to open the far gate and ask the
latecomers to park in there, which most happily did. It was
difficult to supervise two areas rather than one, but we have
not had any reports of theft. People didn't seem to mind too
much about the rather overgrown cycle parking area, but it
would be a nightmare if it were muddy.
So many have contributed to the success of this event: the
marshals who cleared the route on Saturday and then turned
up for the ride, people sharing photographs, our counting
marshals, Outspoken who did a terrific job of distributing
leaflets which boosted the number of children and families on
the ride, volunteers who distributed leaflets to bike shops and
put up posters around the city. Thanks too to Cambridge City
Council and the County Council’s Bike Friendly Cities project
for their support and Bike Week for insurance cover.

Some lovely comments have been coming in on the
Reach Fair Ride:
(1) Thank you so much for organising this ride and
encouraging people to take part. I really enjoyed the ride, and
it made the fair extra special. I don't think I have ever cycled
so far before. I was particularly impressed with the black fen
on the route home. My only suggestion would be for the
second [return] ride to depart a little later for people who
want to spend more time at the fair. I missed the 2.30pm
departure which was not a problem as I had the map and the
route was well signed. But it was more fun riding out with the
group, plus the added assurance of assistance in case of bike
breakdown. Thanks again for all your hard work.

Congratulations to Simon and the team who organised the
event, cleaned the paths and marshalled the biggest Reach
Fair Ride so far, helping our Reach Ride 2013 run as smoothly
as possible.
Klaas Brümann

(2) Awesome work Simon!
It was a really good day - well done for all your efforts. My
kids adored being on Hugh's tandem, though it did mean we
were so late (a friend also snapped their axle) that we missed
all the good bits and the official bike count. We were told that
we arrived at about the 600th bicycle mark - a tremendous
effort though there are clearly far too many fair-weather
cyclists in Cambridge! Thanks also to Richard for being such a
patient and encouraging back marker.
All the best.

Pictures taken on the ride
www.camcycle.org.uk/jumpto/RFR2013
10 videos (best watched set to HD)
www.camcycle.org.uk/jumpto/ReachRide2013

(3) You can feel very proud of yourself and your efforts. I feel
you gave say 98% of the people who went to Reach a focus for
their weekend, a sense of achievement, and a great day out!
Well done that cyclist on the funny looking bike.
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Bike It: sowing the cycling culture at school
Jenny Prince is a parent, governor and Bike It 'Champion' at
Oakington C of E Primary School. Here she describes the Bike It
scheme at the school.
Our roads look very different... Cycling is the normal, nearuniversal way to get around. Decision-makers – cyclists
themselves – give cycling priority. A vision of the future? The
question is, how to achieve it?
The Bike It project proposes an answer: get tomorrow's adults
cycling today. Run by the charity Sustrans, Bike It works with
schools across Britain to inspire and enable a cycling culture.
My children's school, Oakington Church of England Primary,
was one of the first Bike It schools in the Cambridge area in
2010. Now there are 27 Cambridgeshire schools involved, and
this article aims to explain what they are up to.
Unlike, for example, building a cycle path, Bike It is a hard
project to pin down in a sentence. Its concrete form is a series
of activities throughout the school year, backed up by
awareness-raising and a pro-cycling policy, which together
encourage pupils – and their families and teachers – to cycle
to school or elsewhere.
The Bike It Officer – John Stanley is the Officer for Cambridge
and Ely – travels around the schools (by bike, naturally) to
lead or help them organise the actions. John's post is funded
by Sustrans and the Local Sustainable Transport Fund.
The school for its part must provide an adult 'Champion' plus a
'Bike It Crew'; a small team of pupils who plan and assist with
activities, and conduct 'bike counts' to chart progress. Over
time, the Bike It Officer becomes less hands-on, and the school
itself takes more of the initiative in steering Bike It. Bronze,
silver and gold 'Bike It Marks' recognise schools' evolving
achievements – we hold one of Cambridge's three silver Bike
It Marks.

The Bike It Crew celebrate achieving Oakington's
silver Bike It Mark

However it is the looseness and flexibility of Bike It which is
its strength, because all schools are different. In some areas,
many children do not possess bikes, so having a pool of school
bikes is a crucial step. In others, local road conditions put
parents off allowing their children to cycle, so pressing for
physical improvements may be the key – or then again, cycle
training may increase children's – and parents' – confidence
in cycling in traffic. Sometimes a 'Dr Bike' session is what is
needed to entice dusty bikes out of garages.
In our case, convenient, covered cycle storage in the
playground made a big impact on the number of children
bringing bikes to school. Simple cycle training in the
playground (complementing on-road Bikeability for older
children) has been welcome and effective. An inter-house
cycling competition and an after-school Bike Club have been
perennially popular.
But anything which gets kids cycling is worthwhile, and the
underlying message – reinforced by posters, assemblies,
competitions, even lessons about bikes – is that cycling is
good, cycling is fun, cycling is normal.
It's an easy sell! When surveyed, most children would prefer to
cycle to school. Many of their parents are as enthusiastic, but
naturally some are harder to engage or have concerns, usually
about safety. And the commitment of school staff, especially
the headteacher, is obviously vital.
The challenges for the project are the many competing
pressures on schools, finding volunteers to maintain the
impetus, and of course our current car-dominated world with
which Campaign members are all too familiar.
But Bike It boils down to this: most children become better
cyclists through practice, and if they can practise every day by
cycling to school, it makes a big difference. Not just to cycling
skills, of course. Bike It tackles childhood obesity; it reduces
the number of cars on the road at school-run times; it can get
whole families cycling because children want to ride at the
weekend. So although Bike It serves a future vision, its effects
are in the here and now.
Bike It schools usually double the number of children cycling
to school, and at Oakington it has increased at least tenfold.
As a keen cyclist, I find few greater satisfactions than seeing
the empowerment and independence that confident cycling
brings to children. There's a tremendous buzz to be had from a
full bike shed, a successful 'destabilisation' session, or hearing
comments like 'This is the first time I've ever cycled to school!'
and 'This is the most fun ride I've ever had!'.
Bike It is an effective and worthwhile project and I hope other
Campaign members will consider asking their children's
schools to get involved, or even volunteering to help out with
Bike It activities at a local school.
To find out more, please contact John Stanley on 01223
728543, 0758 428 1974 or John.Stanley@sustrans.org.uk.
Jenny Prince

Parents help at
cycling events

Learning bicycle
maintenance

Inter-house cycling
competition
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Southern Cycleway signage

Southern Cycleway: signs needed

Photo 1 Looking north along Robinson
Way. The path leading to the Busway is
on the left, opposite the entrance to the
Treatment Centre.

The cycleway/access road along the Busway from
Cambridge station to Trumpington is an excellent
route not only to and from Trumpington but also

Photo 2 Looking north along Robinson Way.
Here on the left is the path leading to the Busway,
opposite the entrance to the Treatment Centre.

Photo 3 Looking along the p
The path curves to the right
the bridge. But there are no
of an off-road route to both
south-west) and Cambridge
There is a small ‘right-of-wa
A dropped kerb would make

Photo 12 Under Long Road.
The cycle route to the city centre goes round to the
right, but if one turns left one can easily get onto the
north side of Long Road (to head towards Hills Road).

Photo 11 Under Long Road.
The cycle route goes under Long Road, but there is
nothing to indicate that if one turns left, through the
bollards, one comes out on Long Road south side.
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Photo 10 Cyclists dismount.
Coming from Trumpington the only
signs one sees say ‘Cyclists dismount’
and warn against trespassing on the
Busway. But if one turns left one can get
to Addenbrooke’s or the city centre.

Photo 9 Looking alon
wards Trumpington,
route along the Busw
Trumpington Park &
path to the right whic
tre of Trumpington vi
Foster Road, Paget Ro

Southern Cycleway signage
Addenbrooke’s, with its hospitals and research
departments. It will also serve the new settlements being built at Trumpington Meadows

path to the Busway.
t and joins the Busway at
o signs that this is the start
h Trumpington (to the
e city centre to the north.
ay’ sign on the fence post.
e it much easier to access.

ng the Busway toAs well as the
way which ends up at
Ride there is a cycle
ch leads to the cenia Alpha Terrace or
oad and Anstey Way.
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and Great Kneighton. But, as the photos
show, there are no signs to guide those
unfamiliar with the route.

Photo 4 The start of the path to the Busway.
There is a small ‘right-of-way’ sign on the fence post
but no cycle route signs. A dropped kerb would make it
much easier to access.

Monica Frisch

Photo 5 Junction with Francis Crick
Avenue.
The first cycleway sign!

Photo 6 Junction with Francis Crick Avenue.
Pedestrian/cyclist-controlled traffic lights give access to
the path alongside the Busway. The site for the new
Papworth Hospital is to the left.

Photo 8 Junction with the Busway to Trumpington.
Nothing to indicate that if one turns left here one gets
to Trumpington, or that one needs to turn right to go
into Cambridge. Nor, coming from the opposite
direction, is there any indication that the cyclist in the
photo is heading towards Addenbrooke’s.

Photo 7 The start of the Busway.
At least this bollard is reasonably marked
with white painted lines.
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Council election survey

2013 County Council election survey
For the last few years, Cambridge Cycling Campaign has sent a
survey questionnaire on cycling issues to local election candidates. Before the County elections this year, we wrote to
candidates in a total of 27 wards – 14 in the City of
Cambridge, plus 9 nearby wards in South Cambridgeshire, and
a further 4 represented by a Cambridgeshire Cabinet member,
as well as the candidates in a by-election for the City Council
in Abbey ward. The survey was tailored to each ward, and
contained between 7 and 11 questions (drawn from a total of
35), including some specific to the location.
The response rates were generally high. All four City Council
candidates responded. Of the County candidates, 62% replied.
This rose to 73% in the Cambridge City area, where, of the two
dominant parties in the city, Labour and the Liberal Democrats, all but one candidate from each replied (93%).
Nearly all the respondents were broadly pro-cycling; a notable
exception was the UKIP candidate for East Chesterton. His
controversial views provoked considerable interest, online and
elsewhere; they were reported on the Cambridge News front
page, the road.cc cycling news website, and the Guido Fawkes
political blog, and were tweeted by the BBC's Jeremy Vine.
There has been useful feedback on our survey, and we plan to
make a few changes next year. In particular, some candidates
commented that the number of questions was on the high side
– something we agree with. We'll revert to the usual 7 or 8
next year. Full responses are on the Campaign website, but
below are summarised the replies to some selected questions
– those sent to a majority of the wards, plus those relating to
issues of broad interest such as the Chisholm Trail.
What experience do you have of cycling in the Cambridgeshire
area? (All wards)
Nearly all of the respondents said that they cycled either in
the present or in the past. Some used a bicycle as their main
mode of transport in Cambridge, others only for recreational
purposes, and others said that they had been more active in
the past, but had stopped because of ill-health. Some said that
they cycled with their children, either using a trailer or the
children's bikes. A few said that, whilst they did not use a bike
themselves, they felt themselves by observation to be aware
of cyclists' issues.

Cambridge is seeing massive housing growth, with tens of
thousands of new journeys into the city expected daily. Given that
building tunnels, knocking down houses, or providing new public
transport is very expensive, would you agree that creating very
high-quality cycling routes to encourage new people to cycle
offers by far the best cost-benefit ratio for transport improvements
that facilitate growth of the City and surrounding areas? (All
wards)
The Lib Dem, Labour and Green candidates all agreed with
this, though Labour more often emphasised that public
transport was also essential. The Conservatives (and also UKIP)
gave a more diverse range of responses – some agreed
without reservation, especially those in Cambridge, whilst
others felt that the question overemphasised the importance
of cycling, and that a balance with other modes of transport
was needed, either public transport or the private car, and that
it was unhelpful to be ‘nti-motoring’. Interestingly, both Green
and UKIP candidates rejected the premise of the question,
namely that growth in the Cambridge area is necessary and
desirable. One particularly imaginative suggestion was
‘segregated, awning-covered routes to cope with our often
inclement weather; perhaps a river-based Park & Sail would
be interesting to look at?’
Do you support our view that traffic policing, of all groups of road
users (cyclists, drivers, etc), should become a greater police
priority, and that this should be evidence-based, namely based on
the relative levels of danger presented by each such group? (All
wards)
This produced a complex range of responses which were not
easily classified on party lines. Many candidates felt that traffic
policing should be given higher priority, but even this was not
universal (indicating other types of crime, or education as an
alternative to enforcement). Some agreed that the level of risk
presented by each type of road user was an important
consideration ('not in favour of traffic policing being based
upon arbitrary prejudices') though one commented that
‘evidence-based is not only about the “relative levels of danger
presented by each group” but also the “relative levels of
danger presented to each group”’. Others felt that lawbreaking by cyclists created a negative perception of cycling.
We were also told that in Oxford ‘cycling without lights; is rare
indeed due to effective enforcement policies – there is simply
an assumption that one must be organized and kitted out with
lights’.
London’s Mayor has launched plans for proper prioritisation of
space for cycling in London, with a 15-mile substantiallysegregated route by removing traffic lanes from cars, three ‘miniHollands’ and more. Do you and your party support a new
London-style bike plan for Cambridgeshire? (All wards)
The Greens and Labour appear to support this as party policy.
The Liberal Democrats, Conservatives and UKIP appeared not
to have a party view (the Lib Dems and some Conservative and
UKIP candidates were individually supportive though). Some
support was tentative and some responses emphasised the
diversity of the county (‘A solution that would be suitable in
Cambridge would not necessarily work in Chatteris’) and that
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‘Cambridgeshire may be more suited to a series of town-region
plans rather than an overall grand plan’, as well as its
difference from London. In retrospect, we could probably have
worded this question slightly better to make it clear that we
were referring to Cambridge and its immediate surroundings,
rather than areas further out.
The County Council now has responsibility for public health. As a
member of the Council, how would you address such urgent and
diverse issues as air quality, obesity, children’s independence, and
the negative effects of a sedentary lifestyle? (All wards)
Many commented that this question was too broad to be
answered effectively in a limited space. Some gave the
obvious answer of promoting cycling, though they also
mentioned the importance of diet. Interestingly, some (but
certainly not all) Conservatives felt that cycling should be
considered as a pure transport issue, and were reluctant to
make a connection with health.
Do you believe that Dutch-quality cycle provision, with cycle
tracks that are separate both from pedestrians and motor traffic
and that have priority over side roads, should a) be included
within all new traffic schemes and b) be considered and consulted
on for all modifications to existing schemes? (Cambridge wards
plus Whittlesey North)
Nearly all respondents were positive about this. As one put it,
‘shared-use cycle paths are a particular bugbear of mine; the
behaviour of pedestrians is less predictable than that of motor
vehicles (a problem not easily solved unless we start fitting
pedestrians with mirrors and indicators)’. The most common
reservation was that narrow streets in Cambridge would make
this practically difficult (though from the Campaign
perspective we would argue that selective removal of some
car parking would reveal that many roads are wider than they
appear to be). A different comment (from two of the
Conservatives) was that they preferred ‘shared-space’
environments to segregation.
Do you support the principle of a considerable improvement for
cycling along the inner ring road, in the form of a Newnham to
Newmarket (N2N) cycleway? In our view, 2.1m wide cycle tracks
could be achieved for much of this while in many places not
affecting vehicle capacity. (Abbey, Newnham, Petersfield,
Trumpington).
Some respondents were unambiguously positive about this.
Others were tentatively supportive, but said that the details of
any scheme were important – quite right in our view. One
comment was that good evidence (from modelling) was
required to justify any claimed benefit, and that there was a
risk that improvements in cycling levels would not be great
enough to justify a possible reduction in motor vehicle
capacity.
Do you support our proposal for ‘The Chisholm Trail', a cycling
and walking linear park that would run roughly along the railway,
joining up the Science Park to Addenbrooke’s? More details are in
our Cycling Vision 2016 document. This high-profile scheme
would cut journey times, give people a genuine, realistic
alternative to car use and help the city cope with the population
increase which will take place in the coming years. (Abbey,
Coleridge, East Chesterton, Petersfield, Romsey, Whittlesey North)
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Every Labour, Conservative, Green and Lib Dem candidate
replied ‘yes’ to this. The Labour candidates noted that the
Stourbridge Common/Ditton Meadows area is environmentally
sensitive, and that consultation was needed (presumably this
is a party policy position). The Lib Dems stated that their
manifesto including an £8m commitment to cycling
infrastructure, including the Chisholm Trail, and claimed that
Cambridge Labour had opposed this; the Labour response to
this was that the Lib Dems’ proposed budget was unrealistic.
We are hopeful that any residual party politics on this can be
left aside so that there remains cross-party support for this
valuable scheme that will benefit so many people.
Do you have any other general cycling-related comments or
points? And what support have you given for cycling and walking,
or sustainable transport more generally, in the recent past? (All
wards)
As might be expected, this produced a very diverse range of
responses. Many described their own work as councillors or
activists, or expressed general support for the Campaign or for
cycling or sustainable lifestyles in general. Others described
their own experiences of cycling, or commented on the survey
itself (some that they'd enjoyed it, while others gave
constructive criticism). A notable answer was that ‘We need to
be honest about road use in Cambridge, stop trying to please
everybody and focus on what sort of a place we want our city
centre to be.’ One thing that certainly emerges from this
survey is that we as a Campaign need to be clearer about our
aim of helping more people to start cycling (rather than
merely improving the safety of people who already cycle),
which would give a clearer justification for reallocating
road space.
Neil Spenley

Cambridge Cycling Campaign

Fixed-gear cycling

A new face for cycling
Let's say: every vehicle has its own habitat. Then the motorway would be the default for a car burning fossil fuel. And the
bicycle, our normal bicycle, would be optimal for the downhill
slope. Down and down you go, the wind in your hair, no
thoughts of the hills that you may have to climb later. The joy
of coasting downhill is the outcome of a nifty engineering
solution from 1869 called the freewheel. It allows your pedals
to remain still while the bicycle is in motion.
Back then, bicycle experts were united in their opposition to
this new-fangled invention. Freewheeling was rejected because it corrupted the technical simplicity of their cycling
machines. But it is a testament to the success of the freewheel
mechanism that today cycling and freewheeling, preferably
downhill, belong together. Many of us have probably never
ridden a bicycle which will pedal back at you when your feet
would like to take a break. Of course, in competitive cycling
and time trials fixed-gear machines always had a place.
A century of freewheeling domination came to an end a few
years ago when London Calling entered the scene, one of the
many bike videos which celebrate a lawless, male, speedcrazed messenger cyclist culture on bikes without gears and
without freewheeling. These stripped-down machines were
not available in any bike shop. You had to ‘build’ them
yourself. The path to wild and fast pedalcraft led through the
bicycle workshop. Proper ‘wrenching’ was required to ‘build’
your bike from scratch so that it would become a personal
statement, perhaps even a work of art. Not one of those typical

Fixed-gear bicycle

(Image from the Wikimedia Commons.)

Cambridge bikes which suffer habitual neglect, is left dirty and
uncared-for in order to deter thieves. The kids who watched
bike messengers from London and New York on YouTube got
off the sofa and suddenly found black grease under their
fingernails. Now they are in the process of building a new face
for cycling for their generation.
Cambridge Fixed Gear came into being when a few kids from
the local schools started to hang out at the Bicycle Ambulance.
The workshop, hidden in the basement of a multistorey car
park, was able to attract this audience because it operated in
an open, accessible space, without doors and walls. The
passion and expertise of the staff proved contagious. Today
the colourful shop has become the preferred place of service
and worship for the cult of anti-freewheeling. Cambridge Fixed
Gear hold occasional 'alley cats' – group ride events which
involve challenges and prizes. For their logo they made some
minor modifications to the arms of the local university and
replaced the four lions passant gardant with the same number
of bicycle cogs. When Oli and Joe visited my bookshop to
explain what Cambridge Fixed Gear is about, it became clear
that they really cared for their bikes. For all three of them.
Each carefully created or selected. With an awareness that the
right bike is a crucial part of the personality projected on the
road. No, they would not dress to match the colour of the bike,
but of course once you have paid some attention to your own
bike, you register exactly what other cyclists are bringing to
the common table which is the road. Oli and Joe are aristocrats
of fixed who stay clear of any commercial shortcut. They
would never buy a fixed-gear in striking neon colours, readymade and, or, even worse: ‘Off the Peg’. OTP is really out. The
path to hipster cycling involves getting your hands dirty and
finding the right combination of vintage parts, recycled into a
personal statement, customised to become fully yours. If you
think you have never seen one, just start looking a bit more
closely for bikes without derailleur or Sturmey Archer gears.
They love their bikes and care about them a great deal. They
know all the terms and all the brands. They have been to
Sheldon Brown's bike encyclopaedia, they dig lugwork on steel
frames and have mastered the fine art of paying compliments
to your bike. For them the bicycle has become an crucial part
of the ‘presentation of self in everyday life’. For us granddaddy advocates, this is great news indeed. Having grown up
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amidst a surfeit of car advertising, transport, style and
‘personality’ have become thoroughly intermingled. Now these
kids teach us a lesson about cycling and style which may
sound Greek to the utilitarian cyclists who for many years have
suffered a strange blindness about their own bikes. Our
utilitarian cyclists could tell your the colour of their machine,
but the brand of the headset and the nature of the rear
dropout is a different matter altogether. Bikes finding their
way into style and cool, via the dirty bike messenger of yore, is
a revolution which will support the ongoing cultural shift away
from driving and towards cycling. Being part of the style
envelope it might also keep cycling attractive for girls who as
teenagers are sometimes tempted to abandon their bikes, as
told in The Beauty and the Bike [www.bikebeauty.org]
Of course, Joe and Oli would be the first to object to this
emphasis on fashion. They are not interested in fashion. Fun
they call it, speed, and a bit of courting danger and anarchy.
They do enjoy the hysterical shriek ‘cycling without brakes!’
but know all about the benefits of a hand-operated brake.
Observing a fixed-gear cyclist on the road you will see
someone who is much more alert than their dreaming,
freewheeling counterpart. On their fixies the kids are assertive,
fast, never hiding in the gutter, taking their safe and rightful
place on the road. 'It makes people more engaged in cycling',
says Oli, enjoying the double pun on mechanical and
psychological engagement.
The lockring which connects pedal and wheel puts paid to any
mental idling on the bike. Constantly and precisely adjusting
your speed with your pedals, traffic foresight fully engaged,
with this kind of intense attention to the road in front and
behind, there are very few surprises or unforeseens. Just keep
this trouser-leg clear of the chain! Once your eye has been
trained for it, you will start to see the difference between
single-speed and fixed-gear bikes, understand the
decelerating stroke of the fixie and recognise the continuous
pedalling as the bike goes into a curve. And start smiling at
those two-wheeled acrobats who keep their feet on the pedals
when waiting at a red light.
The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan came out in 1963. Fifty years ago,
freewheeling was clearly a positive and youthful marker. The
times they are a-changin’. The same generation now gets their
kicks from pedals that won't stop moving. The local kids are
picking up the new melody. Joe and Oli have counted about 20
fixed or single-speed bikes at their school. At Hills Road I have
counted about two dozen. These are still small numbers, but
they mark the beginning of a trend.
These bright bikes are great news, but not yet well understood
and acknowledged. A future phenomenology of fixed-gear
cycling would have to offer an accurate description of the
constant control of acceleration and deceleration, and explain
how this can approach the experience of flying. The silence of
its pure speed, without the constant ticking of the freewheel,
is also an important part of the fixie ride, adds Andy from the
Bicycle Ambulance.
For all the intensity of the fixed-gear experience, these bright
bikes also involve some sadness. Imagine a deserted industrial
landscape, a large heap of metal parts, each not much bigger
than a fist. Thousands of abandoned derailleurs: Shimano,
Sachs-Huret, Campagnolo, Suntour, precious devices in their

time, engineering masterworks, which gave much elation to
their riders, now discarded, stripped from vintage bikes, which
have been modified to suit a new and passionate interest in
cycling.
Please send contributions to our fixed-gear poetry
competition to contact@camcycle.org.uk for publication in a
future newsletter.
Michael Cahn

Cambridge Cycling Campaign

Photomap and Litter

Cycle rides
Do you cycle around Cambridge and fancy going a bit further? If so, why not come for a ride with CTC Cambridge? We hold
up to six rides a week in the countryside around Cambridge, and know all the prettiest and quietest routes. Our rides are
sociable, non-competitive and moderately-paced, and always include refreshment stops. Non-CTC members are welcome to
come and try us out. See our calendar of rides at www.ctc-cambridge.org.uk for full details. All rides are graded to give an
indication of speed and distance so you should be able to find a ride which suits you. If you're unsure, our twice-monthly
Saturday morning rides are a great way to start.
Nigel Deakin

Night ride celebrating the lights on the Cyclebahn by the CGB on12/04/2013.
http://www.cyclestreets.net/location/48595/
Klaas Brümann

Photomap

Litter
Just a quick reminder, especially now
that summer may at last be approaching.
If you see intact glass bottles left by
litter bugs, you'll be doing everyone a
great favour, especially the cows grazing
on the commons, if you stop and pick
them up. That is before they become
the massive health and safety hazard
that broken glass becomes. It's a pity
people can't clear up after themselves. If
only the authorities would spend more
of my taxes apprehending and prosecuting these litter louts, rather than
paying people to act as their servants
and clear up the mess that shouldn't be
there; then maybe the message would
get through that leaving any litter is
socially unacceptable.
Heather Coleman
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Campaign Diary
June 2013
Tue 4

8.00pm

Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a
chance to chat, and for us to introduce ourselves to new members).

Sat 15

10.00–4.00

20mph zone consultation drop-in event. Arbury Community Centre.

Sat 15

10.30–4.30

Cambridgeshire Free Festival of Cycling. Chequers Court, Huntingdon. A free fun event for all the family,
cyclists and non-cyclists alike. Featuring: Dr Bike (get your bike checked by a pro mechanic!), smoothies
(pedal your own!), competitions, stalls and much more! For details see
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/around/cycling/cyclingevents.htm .

Sun 16 10.30–4.30

Cambridgeshire Free Festival of Cycling. Furrowfields Car Park, Chatteris. Details of this free event as
Sat 15 June.

Wed 19 4.00–8.00pm 20mph zone consultation drop-in event. Arbury Community Centre.
Sat 22

Bike Fest! Amazing Bike Fest! Milton Country Park to raise funds for Charity Cambridge Sport Lakes
Trust to support You Can Bike Too - All Ability Cycling. Family event: bike-related stuff that'll go down
well with all! Ruth@theyoucanhub.org.uk 07521 905448.

Sat 29

Wheel-building Workshop. This is a practical course where you learn how to build strong and durable
bicycle wheels. Master a new skill in a controlled supportive environment. Places restricted to ensure
high student-teacher ratio. All equipment provided. More information and enrolment at
www.cambridgewheelbuilding.co.uk/ .

Sat 29

10.30–4.30

Cambridgeshire Free Festival of Cycling. Cattle Market, St Ives. Details of this free event as Sat 15 June.

Sun 30 10.30–4.30

Cambridgeshire Free Festival of Cycling. Market Place, Ely. Details of this free event as Sat 15 June.

Sun 30

Newsletter 109 deadline. Please send copy to Monica Frisch: mfrisch@phonecoop.coop . Members are
warmly invited to write articles (style guidelines available) and are invited to contact the Editor in the
first instance.

July 2013
Tue 2

8.00pm

Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a
chance to chat, and for us to introduce ourselves to new members).

Tue 6

8.00pm

Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a
chance to chat, and for us to introduce ourselves to new members).

August 2013
Mon 19 from 7.00pm Social gathering. Join us for a social gathering at CB2 café, 5-7 Norfolk Street.
Cambridge Cycling Campaign reserves the right to decline to promote events or activities where helmets or high-visibility
clothing are required or implied.

City and County Council committees
Campaign members may be interested to attend Planning Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often include
cycling and walking issues. Development Control Forum and Joint Development Control Committee meetings, which
determine the Planning Applications relating to the major housing development proposals for the Cambridge sub-region, are
also open to the public. Campaign members may also be interested to attend Development Plan Scrutiny Sub-committee
meetings, which often cover walking/cycling/transport issues. Details of venue and agenda are available about a week
beforehand at www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy/ .
Wed 12 June 10.00am
Wed 19 June 10.30am
Thur 20 June 7.00pm
Wed 26 June 10.00am
Wed 3 July
Tue 9 July

9.30am
4.30pm

Development Control Forum
Joint Development Control
Committee – Cambridge Fringes
West/Central Area Committee
Joint Development Control –
Cambridge Fringes - Development
Control Forum
Planning Committee
Development Plan Scrutiny Subcommittee

Wed 10 July 10.00am
Mon 15 July 7.30pm
Wed 17 July 10.30am
Tue 23 July

10.00am

Thur 25 July 7.00pm
Thu 1 Aug
6.30pm
Wed 7 Aug 9.30am

Development Control Forum
South Area Committee
Joint Development Control
Committee – Cambridge Fringes
Joint Development Control –
Cambridge Fringes - Development
Control Forum
East Area Committee
North Area Committee
Planning Committee

Cambridge Cycling Campaign

County election results

County election results
Following the elections on 2 May, Cambridgeshire County
Council is now under no overall control, with the Conservatives holding 32 of the 69 seats. Overall the Conservatives
lost 7, Greens lost 1, Independents gained 1, Labour gained 4,
Lib Dems lost 7 and UKIP gained 10.
Party

City of
East Fenland Hunting- South Totals
Cambridge Cambs
donshire Cambs

Conservative

8

Independent

1

Labour

7

Liberal
Democrat

6

UKIP

Cambridgeshire excluding
Peterborough

6

8

10

32

2

1

4

3

5

14

7

1

5

6
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The full results are at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/democracy/elections/elec
tions-2013/
The former leader of the County Council, Nick Clarke
(Conservative, Fulbourn) lost his seat to the Liberal Democrats.
The new leader of the Conservative group on the County
Council is Martin Curtis (Whittlesey North), who was the
Cycling Czar and spoke to the Cambridge Cycling Campaign
Annual General Meeting in November 2012. A full list of
County Councillors, which can be sorted by name, political
party or electoral division, is on the County Council website at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/cmswebsite/apps/committees/Me
mbers.aspx

Flowing summer skirts

Ladies, now summer is hopefully here, are you worried about
wearing your favourite long flowing skirt on your cycle as it
might get caught in the brakes or mudguards? After wrecking
a couple of good skirts in the brakes, I think I've found a
reasonable solution. Clothes pegs are too feeble, but proper
one inch bulldog clips (binder clips) seem to be up to the job
of discreetly turning your skirt into breeches when you're on
your bike. Easily unclipped when at your destination, and fairly
easy to clip up your skirt before you set off.
Heather Coleman
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Map showing which parties control which electoral districts after
6 May 2013

