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Judith Green is a sociologist. She works
in London and wanted to learn more
about travelling in the city. So she
asked: ‘How do you get around?’, ‘Tell
me about your commute’. And then
she listened. She wanted to hear the
moral judgements and the social values
associated with our transportation
choices (Sociology 46, 272– 289).
It did not take long for the bicycle
to come around the corner in these
conversations. Again and again, her
subjects asserted that they really should
be cycling. That they would be cycling.
That they will be cycling. That they did
cycle back then. Without prompting,
almost all her car users made it clear
that in their own mind the bike is the
better option. And yet, they did not pedal.
If you have to provide transportation
in an urban environment, the
overwhelming affirmation of cycling as
the preferred option is now a given. The
challenge is how to offer your drivers
the opportunity to pedal, how to allow
them to act in accord with their beliefs.
Green shows how drivers in London
are deeply conflicted, tormented by a
bad conscience, by unhappiness and
guilt. They represent a huge pent-up
demand for cycling, which is released
whenever the circumstances are right:
the success of the cycleway along the
guided busway is one example of this,
as it offers a route away from cars. The
Big Bike Ride organised by the local
newspaper also taps this repressed
reservoir as it provides a sense of
community of cyclists which makes the
road seem less threatening.
This demand for cycling, and for a less
car-dominated city, has been seen in
cities all over the world including those
where Ciclovia events have been a great
success. Gil Peñalosa is credited with
inventing Ciclovia, the Sunday street
closures in Bogotá, Colombia, during
his time as mayor. His recent keynote
address at the 2012 Velo-City conference
reminded planners that bicycle
infrastructure does not work when
delivered in little disconnected steps. We
know they want to pedal. We also know
they fear car traffic and want facilities
away from traffic. Why waste your time
giving them anything else?

In Cambridge, opportunities for boldness
remain. Our network of bike paths across
commons and along the river, especially
once the Chisholm Trail finally closes
some gaps, is a real asset. But on-road
solutions for cyclists, for your eight yearold daughter or son and for your eighty
year-old grandparent, remain precarious
in too many places. Between Newnham
and Newmarket Road, a supercycleway
is clearly needed. Our local pride in
being the most cycled city quickly
evaporates as you go along East Road
and Lensfield Road. Elizabeth Way Bridge
was opened in 1971, surely a bold and
daring solution back then. Now is a good
time to recover some of this boldness
and provide solutions for the repressed
demand for cycling which makes our
drivers so unhappy.
On a different note, the Campaign’s
committee has started to think about
how our work could be improved by
employing a person to work more closely
with our members, to encourage them
to become active, and to turn cycling
into the unstoppable popular movement
it really ought to be. It is early days,
and many questions remain open,
but the topic will feature at our next
monthly meeting.
Michael Cahn, Co-ordinator
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Advanced greens for cycles
This isn’t about a new vegetarian diet for
cyclists, but about why we should get yet
another continental idea established in
the UK and then do it here.
We’ve long had advanced stop lines for
those on cycles and the earliest of these
required two sets of signals. Now we
need a similar system in which those on
bikes get an early start from a separate
light, that is, an advanced green light.

right. If there are left-turning motor
vehicles you may be in the worst place
just when the lights change. Finally, for
the slower cyclist, it can be particularly
intimidating mixing with lorries and cars
at junctions.

So why advanced greens?
•

Why advanced stop lines?
When a driver of a motor vehicle is first
in the queue, their concentration is on
the lights, and they may become almost
mesmerised waiting for the lights to
change. They may fear that if they look
away the lights will change, and they
will then get hooted at by an impatient
driver. They are unlikely to see a bike
alongside. In addition, some 30% of
drivers turning left will not give an
adequate signal. I get very annoyed by
the number of drivers who seem to think
that indicators are just to show what you
are doing rather than to indicate what
you are about to do, despite the guidance
in the Highway Code.
Both these factors mean that those
on bikes are particularly vulnerable at
signal-controlled junctions, especially
if they have made their way past motor
traffic to the head of the queue.

•

•

It is more difficult to be caught out in
the wrong position when the lights
change, especially as if you are in
a cycle lane approaching the lights
you’ll have a number of seconds
when you know the lights will
change for motor vehicles and can, if
you wish, hold back.
There is less danger of being
rear-ended by a driver who fails to
see you.
They give all those on bikes a few
seconds head start, with room for
the faster to get ahead of the slower
before motor vehicles descend.

All this means you are far less likely,
even if inexperienced, to be caught in a
vulnerable position as motor vehicles
start moving.

Why here in Cambridge?

vehicles, all with complex turning
movements. These junctions are
intimidating for the less experienced. If
advanced greens were installed, more
would be happy to cycle, or permit their
children to do so. Crossing the inner ring
road at the foot of Castle Street, at the
Catholic Church (Hyde Park Corner), and
other locations would be far easier with
advanced green signals.

So why not now?
Although the Department for Transport
has said they will be allowed without the
need for a physically separate lane, that
requires legislation, so we have to wait
several years for general permission.
Special permission can be granted, but
the work and time normally required
means that local authorities are
reluctant to go down that road.
The funds now offered by the
Department for Transport to make
junctions safer for cycling make a good
case to press for special permission,
and we have written to them
with suggestions.
Jim Chisholm

We have several major junctions with
high flows of both cycles and motor

Don’t stop alongside the
first motor vehicle at
traffic lights
It was for this reason that Advanced Stop
Lines were introduced. The rearmost line
must have a gap and through that cycles
must pass (in theory).

But there are concerns
Some boxes at advanced stop lines are
not deep enough. That means that as
you manoeuvre into the box drivers of
heavy goods vehicles may never see you
because they are high up in the cab and
have limited vision low down in front.
It can also be a problem if the approach
lane is on the left and you wish to turn
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Cambridge Local Plan Issues and Options
Issues and Options Report is perhaps
not the most thrilling title for the city
council’s latest blockbuster. However,
within its 364 pages it covers just
about every practical planning aspect
of Cambridge life with the purpose of
gathering views which will shape how
the city develops till 2031.

hostile junction) to The Tins and Snakey
paths, rebalancing the road environment
in favour of pedestrians and bike users,
having two-way cycling on all the streets
off Mill Road and a 20mph limit along it
are things we will be asking for.

The headline is obviously about housing
provision and this is important, as the
plans could see anything from 12,700
to 25,000 new homes built close to,
or in one case in, Cambridge, which
the city council accepts will have a
significant impact on the transport
network unless there is a strategy in
place to manage it. The council now
also has a responsibility to plan for
employment growth. Consultation is just
starting on the Transport Strategy.

Obviously the Campaign can’t take a
view on whether housing developments
are built or not, but in terms of
infrastructure we’re asking for Dutchstyle provision, reconfiguring the road
layout where it’s needed (for example,
Limekiln Road) and integration with
current routes. These new developments
also need to have 20mph zones
throughout to make higher levels of
cycling much more achievable.

Areas for improvement
The consultation doesn’t, then, just
look at housing but has to determine
what approach the council will take
on a wide number of areas and issues.
For us, some key areas include Eastern
Gate (the area around Newmarket Road)
and Mill Road. Eastern Gate should be
considered in terms of enhancing the
environment for pedestrians and those
on bikes: we supported the proposal
put forward last year of filling in the
roundabout – a much loathed relic of
a bygone age – reducing the space
for private motor vehicles and
increasing permeability, but also
asked for 2 metre wide cycle lanes
the length of the road and linking
up Occupation Road and Abbey
Road to make a direct route to
Riverside and Petersfield. These
points need raising again to ensure
they are included in the new Local
Plan. Mill Road has a bad track
record of accidents due to its many
junctions and the narrow road and
pavements which make it a hostile
environment for pedestrians
and vulnerable road users. Any
increase in delivery traffic here, for
example, would bring chaos and
misery as there isn’t the capacity
to accommodate it. We would want
to see the hours for deliveries
rationalised. Linking the end of
the road (which is currently just a
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Broad locations for housing

Hills Road (aka Hyde Park Corner)
Here we need to remodel the junction
which is another hostile area to cycle
through. Since Eastern Gate will,
we hope, be restructured, this could
easily link to that to provide a direct,
potentially Dutch-style, route between
Newnham and Newmarket Road. Early
ideas for a name include ‘N-to-N’
(see Page 5).

Cycle parking
At Addenbrooke’s Hospital: This was a key
concern when the last Local Plan was

being drafted and sadly it remains one.
In a number of proposed developments,
it’s clear that provision must be
significantly improved if we are to tackle
the level of demand there currently is
and indeed the increase that the growth
in employment here will surely bring. At
Addenbrooke’s (or Cambridge Biomedical
Campus to give it its new name) the
provision is wholly inadequate for the
people who cycle there now and it’s
quite a surprise to see that the current
standards let them have racks on merit.
We need to ensure that they are given
a figure to match in the future. This is
doubly important because Papworth
Hospital is due to move here in a few
years’ time.
In the universities: Both universities have
a part to play in this as cycle parking in
the various sites can be patchy to say
the least, both where students live and
where university offices and departments
are. For every car parking space in the
West Cambridge Site, for example, the
same number of car parking spaces
should be removed from the city centre
and cycle parking put in to replace it.
The new Local Plan has the potential
to herald an exciting new strategy for
transport in and around Cambridge but
as you can see, we’ll need to be vigilant.
Bev Nicolson
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N-to-N

Newnham to Newmarket Road supercycleway
In our Cycling Vision 2016 report
we outlined proposals for a second
supercycleway forming a much improved
east-west link. This article outlines some
initial thinking about this major new
proposal. Members will be familiar with
our other proposal for the north-south
axis, namely the Chisholm Trail, forming
a green linear park roughly along
the railway.

The route from the Royal Cambridge
Hotel junction to Newmarket Road is a
catalogue of hostile junctions, squeezed
road situations, high collision rates, and
slow progress through this crucial part of
the ring road.
What is needed is a total overhaul of
this route to add either a Danish- or
Dutch-style cycle route that would

encourage a massive shift of people
from cars to bikes. In other words, a
proper, strategic cycleway that forms a
coherent, uninterrupted route, not bits of
random infrastructure.
The result would be more people cycling,
and therefore shorter journey times for
drivers, though there would be some
increased congestion in the short term
while people adapt their travel modes.
In this article we look at the problems
of each section of the route. We are
intending to have on-site meetings with
a view to coming up with a complete
design. Let us know if you are interested
in joining us.
We’d also like to construct a full visual
3D computer model of the changes. If
you have skills in this area, please get in
contact – we need your help.

By Royal Cambridge Hotel, still the most hazardous junction in Cambridge.
Map base copyright © 2004-2012 OpenStreetMap and contributors and
map copyright © 2012 Cambridgeshire County licensed CCbySA2.0
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Hyde Park Corner (by the Catholic Church) – major barrier to cycling.

A: Royal Cambridge Hotel junction
This section of the route is the top,
or nearly the top, collision location in
the city if not the county. Even very
confident, experienced cyclists find
this a difficult junction to navigate. It
is a challenging location to redesign
because the western and eastern arms
of the junction are not aligned, meaning
two roundabouts and therefore lots of
difficult cycle movements.
Modern traffic signalling, combined
with the higher rates of cycling that
would result from making space for
cycling here, would avoid the problems
experienced long ago when traffic lights
were present.

The route needs a total overhaul to add either
a Danish or Dutch -style cycle route that would
encourage a massive shift of people from cars to
bikes. The result would be more people cycling, and
therefore shorter journey times for drivers
B: Lensfield Road section
This section has a lot of scope for
cycle space.
The end next to the Royal Cambridge
junction has a hashed area which
could be removed in favour of 1.5+m
cycle lanes.
Then there is a section opposite the
Chemistry Department that has a row
of parked cars that form a really hostile
barrier to cycling and cause cycle
and motor traffic to be slowed by the
interaction of these two groups. I don't
understand why the ring road should
have parking here. Removing that would
create space for 1.5m+ cycle lanes as

Lensfield Road, central hatched area.
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Gonville Place – mostly three lanes.

well as the right-turn lane into Tennis
Court Road.
Then there is the lead-up to the Catholic
Church junction, which has multiple
lanes of traffic. This junction will only
really get sorted out if a proper corridor
approach is taken.

C: Catholic Church junction
This is a key barrier to cycling in
Cambridge, being also part of the
strategic direct route from the station
into the city centre. All the approach
lanes here are hostile to cycling, with
multiple lanes and no cycle provision.
The County Council is about to consult
on some limited changes here. The
changes improve the Hills Road end
for cycling, and improve the situation
for pedestrians by rationalising the
crossing points and removing a lot of
clutter, but otherwise retain the hostile
cycling environment.

N-to-N
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D: Gonville Place section

G: Eastern Gate roundabout
(Newmarket Road/East Road)

The Gonville Place section has plenty
of scope for change, if the political will
to see the whole route as a proper cycle
corridor can be mustered.
Ten years ago or so it was changed from
two lanes to three from the Catholic
Church to the Queen Anne Terrace car
park. The rest of it is two lanes, and
remodelling the road environment might
make it feasible to construct a cycle
lane on either side. The pavements here
on the Parker's Piece side are actually
pretty wide, and not heavily used by
pedestrians, so there could be scope
for getting an additional half-metre
of space.

E: Mill Road / East Road junction
This is a large junction that could be a
lot worse, but could also be a lot better.

This roundabout is a 1960s-style
gyratory and needs to be filled in and
replaced with a signal-controlled
intersection.
East Road – no cycle lanes at western end.
•

Lack of cycle lanes in the section
nearest Mill Road. 1.3-1.5m widths
are probably achievable here as
queuing lanes, as there is just about
space. Such cycle lanes could be
an easy 'quick win' and would stop
drivers less familiar with Cambridge
from straying too far to the left.

•

Difficulty turning right into
Norfolk Street.

•

The lack of control of stopping
outside the shops (which the new
Tesco store has made considerably
worse). We've raised this before, and
it's been featured in our surveys
of election candidates. Getting an
advisory cycle lane along this whole
stretch in here would be a good
Trojan horse.

Until 1991 it was a roundabout but was
then changed to traffic signals, which
reduced the injury rate considerably.
There is some cycle infrastructure here
on three of the approaches, but the leadin lanes could be much wider.
In general I think there is a lot of scope
for this junction to be a Dutch-style
junction – there is the space and the
cycle movements here are quite high.

F: East Road section
East Road is another horrible stretch. The
key problems are:

•

The speedway-style end near
Newmarket Road which has a large
number of lanes and is dreadful from
the pedestrian perspective. We've
successfully pressed for 2m lanes
here in the Eastern Gate plans; what
we need now is implementation.

The City Council has created a Planning
Brief for the area, called the ‘Eastern
Gate’ - Eastern Gate Development
Framework Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD) – see page 6 in
Newsletter 97. We have welcomed that,
but the question is implementation by
getting the finances together from the
various developments in the area.

Eastern Gate roundabout (Elizabeth
Way / Newmarket Road / East Road) –
plans in the pipeline.

H: Newmarket Road
Newmarket Road is a mess of multiple
lanes, bits of cycleway (often narrow),
fast traffic, stop-start movements, often
long traffic light waits, and a terrible
pedestrian environment. It all needs to
be regularised with fast, direct, 2m-wide
cycle lanes for most of the road.
The Eastern Gate proposals would
see the western (roundabout) end
improved with 2m cycle lanes (after
our campaigning, with the backing of
councillors, to improve on the officer
proposal of 1.5m).
Redesigning this important route,
connecting Newnham to Newmarket
Road, must also include improving
links to other cycle routes in the area,
especially the Chisholm Trail.

What should it be called?
The route needs a name. Can you come
up with a good one? Members can join
the discussion at:
www.cyclescape.org/issues/232
Mill Road / East Road junction – better than most, still needs improvement.

Martin Lucas-Smith
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Copenhagen study tour

Study tour of Copenhagen

A suburban roundabout with clear cycle lane markings.
The Danish people are said to be the
happiest ‘folk’ on Earth. Cambridge
Cycling Campaigners were impressed by
the Danes’ humour, their relaxed smiles
and their enviable cycle chic.
How can folks who have so few cars and
have to work so hard to pedal their cargo
bikes be so happy? Or is the cycling
the source of happiness? Cambridge
Cycling Campaign’s Press Officer Robin
Heydon organised an interesting and
pleasant study tour of Copenhagen in
which six members of the Campaign
took part in perfect weather in late May
2012. Although Copenhagen built its
first Cykelsti (bicycle track) in 1892, the
standard of its current infrastructure,
while high, does not seem to be of
the same elevated standard found in
Assen. But there are a lot of cyclists
in Copenhagen with a surprising
number of cargo bikes (more on these
in the October/November newsletter).
Copenhageners make half of their urban
trips by bike, with cars accounting for
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24% and bus and metro accounting for
the rest. The bicycle’s dominance holds
for all trips up to 10km in distance;
it is only for longer trips that car and
train start to outnumber trips on bikes,
though bikes also make very many trips
of over 10km.
A number of features of Copenhagen are
inspirational and could be considered for
Cambridge.

Green wave at 20km/h
On Nørrebrogade, one of Copenhagen’s
major arteries, planners have reallocated roadspace away from cars. This
relatively narrow street with many shops
sees up to 35,000 cycle trips per day
(a good part of these are cargo bikes).
The width of the main carriageway was
recently reduced and is now equal to
the width of the hybrid cycle lane, and
the footway is also about the same
width. The traffic lights on this artery
are adjusted to provide a green wave
at a cycling speed of 20km/h. This

Green wave sign.
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Copenhagen study tour

ensures that cyclists maintaining this
speed will be able to surf a wave of
green lights through the city during
rush hour, without putting a foot down.
The green wave works inbound from
6am to noon and outbound from noon
to 6pm. Copenhagen City Council’s
analysis of the green wave shows that,
for example, in morning traffic the very
large number of cyclists going with the
green wave (morning inbound traffic)
save 5-6 stops, increasing their average
speed by 21%, where the smaller number
of cyclists travelling against the green
wave (morning outbound traffic) see
their speed reduced by 1% with no speed
loss for cars which, presumably due
to stopping at crossings, were already
travelling at a low average speed before
the introduction of the 20km/h green
wave. The measured impact on bus
speeds was insignificant.

Many streets have their speed
limit reduced to 40km/h

park with themed areas. At an event
and music space a red square comes
complete with a red star and slippery
redmac (we were told that the surface’s
shortcomings are the German supplier’s
fault and to be corrected). Another
section between high-rise flats provides
cycle parking, chess tables, BBQs and
a skating area; further north-east they
were installing large play and exercise
equipment, while further southwest they
are experimenting with city gardens. The
whole area is car-free except for arterial
roads crossing the park and is connected
through a segregated cycle path, which
stretches from Nørrebro in the northeast
to Valby in the southwest of the city.

Traffic counters
At a number of locations removed from
motorised traffic (e.g. on the path under
Cutter Ferry Bridge) Cambridgeshire
County Council has traffic counters

40km/h is about 24mph. Slowly, general
opinion in the UK seems to be warming
to the idea that 30mph speed limits
may be suitable for some urban roads,
but not for all. Copenhagen already
uses a wider range of speeds, with
30km/h, 40km/h and 50km/h speed
limits where appropriate. There are roads
in Cambridge where a well-enforced
25mph limit might be preferable to a lax
20mph. As I understand it, current DfT
rules do not allow 25mph speed limits.

Cyclebahn by the ‘Motorvej’
Cycleways alongside motorways are
noisy and polluted, but provide a fast,
direct route with minimal interruptions,
as these ‘cyclebahns’ tend to have their
own underpass at junctions, just like
motorways. As always, building such
cycleways at the time a motorway is
being built represents only a marginal
increase in the cost of a motorway,
while adding a path with tunnels later
is prohibitively expensive. So, even if
you don’t fancy the thought of cycling
alongside the M11 or A14, think how
much such direct routes could benefit
cyclists in places like Bar Hill.

Super-cykelstier –
fast cycle routes
Copenhagen has a network of fast
cycle routes radiating out in all
directions. Going out far into Sjælland’s
(Zealand’s) countryside, these routes
cater for faster commuter cyclists as
well as leisure riders. We tried the
17.5km long C99 ‘Albertslund Routen’,
which goes from Albertslund on the
outskirts to Vesterport in the centre of
Copenhagen. These fast cycle routes
are well marked with signposts and a
continuous yellow line on the ground.
Interruptions have been minimised,
with tunnels where necessary, and for
additional comfort whilst waiting for
a green light they provide a footstool
and hand rest at most traffic lights.
These routes have their own website at
www.cykelsuperstier.dk and are financed
jointly by the 20 local municipalities in
Copenhagen’s metropolitan area. They
feature outstanding quality in four areas:

Cycle speeds
Travelling speeds of cars in Copenhagen
have dropped from 34km/h in 1985
to about 27km/h in 2005, while
measured travelling speeds of
bicycles have fluctuated between
15.3km/h in 2004 and 16.2km/h in
2008. The general impression from
the study tour participants was that
cyclists in Copenhagen keep up an
impressive speed.

Longitudinal parks along an
urban green cycle-route
Inspiration for the Chisholm Trail. In the
Bispebjerg area of ethnically diverse
København NV, a former railway track
has been converted into a longitudinal

which officers can read in real time.
Copenhagen has such counters, too, with
displays on some of them for everyone
to see the stats on bicycle journeys.
Segregated routes (e.g., Coton Path,
The Tins, the commons, etc) mean that
drivers stuck in traffic on the ring road
see only relatively few cyclists. Therefore
I would very much welcome traffic
counters at locations like the Gonville
Place or Regent Terrace crossings so
that cyclists and motorists could see the
number of cycle trips being made.

1,723 cyclists so far today.
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Copenhagen study tour

Route maps with ‘stations’ along major
cycleways.

On ‘fast cycle routes’ interruptions are minimised, with underpasses where necessary.
1. Access to the network

3. Comfort

Super-cykelstier connect the areas
where jobs, student places and homes
are concentrated and provide access to
public transport terminals.

Super-cykelstier should make a bike ride
to and from work or study a pleasant
experience for cycle commuters. They
should have a smooth surface, be well
maintained, offer additional services
(such as repair services, air pumps) and
allow for good cycling experiences - for
example via green spaces.

2. Continuity
Super-cykelstier provide commuter
cyclists with the fastest possible route
between home and work or study.
They must be direct and with as few
obstructions and stops as possible and
with sufficient width to allow cyclists to
hold their own pace and overtake others
without being delayed.

4. Safety and security
Super-cykelstier reduce the already low
number of accidents and commuter
cyclists feel safe both in traffic and
in isolated stretches. This specific

assessment is based on the lighting
and visibility of the cyclist in the
surroundings. Beyond these criteria, it is
assessed qualitatively whether a route
meets the requirements.
We were truly impressed by the quality
of the surface, the maintenance and
the continuous lighting even in rural
sections of the C99. They are several
steps ahead of the St Ivo and the Great
Kneighton Cyclebahns. But the council
still has a chance to improve standards
when building the Chisholm Trail.
Coincidentally, one section of the C99
goes alongside a railway track with only
a low fence separating the two.

Cycle bridges

Steps with a ramp wide enough to push up luggage or a buggy.
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The 190 metre long Byggebroen
(designed by Dissing + Weitling
Arkitektfirma A/S in 2006 for 47.6
million Danish Krone – about
£5 million) connects upmarket housing
in a revitalised port area to a large
shopping mall and the city centre. The
63 metre long bridge over Ågade was
built in 2008 for DKK 30.2 million or
about £3.3 million excluding ramps. It
connects Nørrebro with Frederiksberg.
For comparison, the total length of the
Riverside bridge (2008) is almost 200

Copenhagen study tour
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Cycle lane as wide as a road lane, with a left turn cycle lane across a traffic lane.
metres (though the river itself is only
about 20 metres wide) at a cost of about
£3 million, substantially less than the 77
metres long Jane Coston bridge (2004),
which cost about £7 million.

Blue cycle lane around a
roundabout
In a suburban residential setting
with reduced speed limits we found
a roundabout with a blue-surfaced
cycle lane as an outer ring. This design
positions the bike on the right-hand side
of the car (UK: left-hand side) and can
only work in a low-speed environment
with drivers used to looking out for
cyclists and giving way (not in the UK). It
is not comparable to Dutch roundabouts
with a fully segregated cycle way.

saw a bike available there once. But we
frequently saw these bikes in use.

Removal of car parking
The city of Copenhagen is committed to
removing 2% of on street car parking per
year. This means for many residential
roads in the centre roughly about one
space per block per year. They remove
car parking spaces by providing cycle
parking spaces, planting trees or setting
up benches.

lead to some drivers driving almost
mechanically through junctions. In
Copenhagen, every fourth or fifth phase
pedestrians get an exclusive four-way
green, keeping them off the road during
the other four phases, when cars are
crossing. In Denmark (and many other
countries) cyclists and pedestrians
cross in line with the main carriageway.
Therefore right-turning traffic (equivalent
to left-turning in the UK) will still have
to stop, check and give way to cyclists
and pedestrians to their right. We noticed
that drivers proceed with great care,
but cyclists are often difficult to spot, as
they remain in the wing mirror’s blind
spot when approaching. At one crossing
on H.C. Anderson Blvd near the Tivoli,
Copenhagen is experimenting with a
row of LEDs blinking towards turning
cars’ wing mirrors when sensors detect
that a bicycle is approaching. While this
experiment shows how the Danes are
willing to try out new technology, it may
lead to false security when the lights are
not blinking.

LED traffic lights
Almost all the traffic lights we saw in
Copenhagen were using LED signal
heads. LEDs last much longer than
incandescent light bulbs (hot lamps)
and their light is emitted at an acute
angle, reducing problems from infalling
sunlight. LEDs use less electricity, as
they emit far less heat. In the USA,
Switzerland and Germany, where LEDs

Free bike scheme
Copenhagen operates a free bike scheme
called ‘Bycyclen’ (town bike). It operates
with a coin such as you find in shopping
trolleys. The bikes are small, simple
and not suitable for longer distances.
They come with a map of Copenhagen
indicating the ‘free bike stations’ fixed to
the handlebar. There was one station at
the Copenhagen City Hostel, but I only

Trial with LED light signals for
cars turning across the cycleway at
traffic lights
At most crossings in Cambridge
green lights signal a free road and
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Copenhagen study tour

8Tallet / BIG-8: cycle ten stories right to the top.
are widely used, it has led on occasions
to traffic lights staying covered in
snow, which would soon have melted
under the heat of incandescent light
bulbs; but if the Danes can deal with
it, snow-covered traffic lights should
not represent much of a problem in
Cambridge. Transport for London (TfL)
announced in 2009 plans to install more
than 10,000 LEDs, each of which is
expected to cut energy use and carbon
emissions by 60 per cent compared to
traditional bulbs. The £2.4m project
should cut total annual carbon emissions
by 600 tonnes, reducing TfL’s energy bill
by about £200,000 in the process.
Taiwan has changed all its 690,000
traffic lights signal heads to LEDs, saving
enough energy to power 70,000 homes!
Silicon Fen is following, and all new
traffic lights currently being installing
in Cambridge use LED technology.
For example, at the A14 interchange
at Impington it is planned to spend
£485,000 on replacing the old traffic
lights with new toucan crossings. Each
modern signal head saves about 324kwh
per year. The 24-30 LED signal heads
on a single interchange can save up to
10,000kwh per year, enough to power
two family homes.
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Accident reduction at a major
crossing through improved design
and advanced greens
One of Copenhagen’s busiest crossroads
peaked at 15 cyclists killed or seriously
injured in a year, before the authorities
decided to redesign the crossing
through the narrowing of trunk roads,
reallocation of road space from the main
carriageway to the cycleway and the
introduction of waiting areas for bikes,
with the traffic lights for cars set on
the near side of the crossing, so drivers
won’t invade cyclists’ space. They also
added what all British traffic lights bar
one are missing: advanced green lights
for cyclists (also see ‘Advanced Greens
for Cycles’ on page 3). These give a few
seconds lead time to get started and to
move out of the danger zone of leftturning (in Copenhagen right-turning)
heavy goods vehicles. The combination
of these measures saw a reduction of
fatalities in over 90%. It is good to know
that since our return from Copenhagen
the ‘Bow Roundabout’ in London has
been given advanced stop lines and
an advanced green for cyclists. The
DfT is also allocating £15 million for
improvements on the most dangerous
crossings and roundabouts outside

London, with Cambridgeshire County
Council applying for funding.

‘Luft’: Sheffield stands
with air pumps
Along the main cycle routes we found
stations with air pumps about the size of
a telephone exchange box. They have a
foot-pedal on one side to pump the tyre
up. As they don’t require electricity they
can be easily installed on rural leisure
routes as well as in urban settings.
One variant has the pump built into a
Sheffield stand and all of us present on

Sheffield-type stand with built-in air pump.

Copenhagen study tour

the study tour agreed that every cycle
parking location at our railway station(s)
should have at least two Sheffield stands
with a built-in air pump.

Stairs and bikes
Pushing bicycles up stairs is never an
optimal solution and will always put
the frail or disabled at a disadvantage.
However, guide rails on stairs provide the
vast majority of cyclists with the option
to walk their bike up or down stairs
when a longer detour would be required
to achieve a 1/20 gradient. If well
designed, guide rails can also benefit
those with pushchairs or luggage.

The whole of Clay Farm in one
building: 8Tallet / BIG-8
As a special treat towards the end of our
first day Robin Heydon took the group
to a large building at the outskirts of
Copenhagen. The building is described as
a mixed three-dimensional development
for residential and office use. Taking
roughly the shape of the number 8, it
has two large patios, is up to 11 floors
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that many residents preferred to ride
more valuable bikes up to their patios.
BIG-8Tallet and other interesting highrise developments in the area are served
by cycleways and a railway link into the
centre of Copenhagen.

Copenhagen cycling city
Copenhagen is inhabited by about
550,000 people in the city and nearly
2 million in the metropolitan area.
Copenhagen City is 88.25km² (34.07mi²)
small, less than the footprint of
Cambridge, resulting in a population
density about five times the population
density that Cambridge currently has.
Naturally, Copenhagen doesn’t have
much space for cars.
I didn’t notice any red-light jumping and
I doubt this was due to enforcement.
Well thought-through design makes
a difference and Cambridge Cycling
Campaign needs more people
checking planning applications and
influencing councillors and officers to
improve conditions for cycling both
in Cambridge and elsewhere.

Registration tax on cars: 180%

We cycled a path going
through the building like
a helix, from the bottom
to the tenth floor and
back to the bottom again
or 30 metres tall, occupying a 230×110
metres space. It provides 500 dwellings
plus 10,515m² of commercial or office
space, which is about half of Orchard
Park in one cool building (though
Orchard Park’s land-grab is a lot bigger).
It was built in 2007-2010 and designed
by architects Bjarke Ingels Group
(www.big.dk/projects/8/) and directed
to maximise the residential dwellings’
exposure to incoming sunlight, with
commercial spaces at the bottom of
the building. A path goes through the
building a bit like a helix, on which we
cycled from the bottom to the tenth
floor and back to the bottom again.
The building has a large and well-used
cycle parking area, but we noticed

Its 180% car tax sets Denmark apart
from other European countries. Value
Added Tax ‘moms’ is applied on top of it
at 25%. Buying a car like a £12,000 VW
Polo (£10,000 ex VAT) will set a Dane
back the equivalent of £35,000 (£10,000
for the car, £18,000 registration tax and
£7,000 VAT on top). This puts cars out of
reach of many young families and makes
a £3,500 cargo bike look like a bargain.
The 180% registration tax is not levied
on taxis and utility vehicles, which get
a different number plate. As electric
cars are also exempt, Denmark already
had in the 1990s a more electric cars
than any other country in Europe. The
British car industry is big, influential and
its workforce largely unionised, which
means that any UK government will
find it difficult to introduce such a tax
to disincentivise car ownership. On the
other hand, if any government wants to
make serious progress with electric cars
without directly subsidising them, there
is no better way than the Danish one.
Klaas Brümann

Join the study tour to
Oldenburg in May 2013
Study tours are inspirational. Based
on our positive experience in
Copenhagen, Assen and Groningen,
I am organising a study tour to
my home town of Oldenburg in
Germany. Owing to popular demand
I have decided to plan this for
Saturday to Tuesday 25-28 May 2013.
Monday 27th is a bank holiday in the
UK but not in Germany, which should
hopefully give us the opportunity to
meet local planners in Oldenburg
and to try the base-stationless ‘calla-bike’ rental scheme in Bremen
on Tuesday.
Oldenburg is a unitary authority
(Kreisfreie Stadt) with a footprint
almost equal to that of Cambridge
and has two universities with
together over 20,000 students.
But with 162,000 inhabitants
Oldenburg’s population and
population density (1575/km²) are
higher. Cambridge will see similar
numbers once the additional
housing currently planned
materialises. Oldenburg’s 2009
household survey showed that
less than 5% of ‘Oldenburger’ walk,
under 10% use the bus and 43%
go by bike. And ‘Oldenburger’ are
all weather-cyclists: apparently in
January and February last year they
were second only to Copenhagen.
While Oldenburg doesn’t quite
compete with the luxurious cycling
infrastructure in Assen, it is well
worth a visit as it compares directly
with Cambridge in many ways.

Cycling in Oldenburg.
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Rural roads speed limit consultation

Cambridge Cycling Campaign

‘Ban Cyclists from Rural Roads!’
The government has just announced a
consultation on revision of the advice for
setting local speed limits. This includes
the suggestion of reducing the limit
on some rural roads to 40mph. The
suggestion of banning those on bikes, as
in our headline, has not come from Mike
Penning, our Road Safety Minister, or
even the former Transport Minister, Philip
‘end the war on the motorist’ Hammond,
but a comment left in response to an
article about the consultation on, guess
where, a Daily Mail website!
To be less flippant, although serious
recorded crashes have fallen significantly
over recent years the percentage of
deaths on rural roads has risen from a
half to two thirds of total road deaths.
For vulnerable users such as those on
foot or on bikes, it is in fact even more
of an issue. The increasing volumes and
inappropriate speeds makes many such
roads ‘no-go’ areas for all but the most
dedicated or disadvantaged. Last year we
had no cycle fatalities within the city of
Cambridge but three occurred elsewhere
in Cambridgeshire on roads where speed
limits were higher.

How is it proposed to change the
‘Guidance’?

that limits should not be used for large
groups of streets.
Perhaps more important is the issue of
rural speeds.
This is the first time I’ve seen in an
official DfT publication the suggestion
of 40mph limits on a range of
minor rural roads.
Para. 116 says:
A speed limit of 40mph may
be considered for roads with
a predominantly local, access
or recreational function, for
example in national parks or
areas of outstanding natural
beauty (AONB), or if it forms part
of a recommended route for
vulnerable road users
So all those NCN routes and many local
cycle routes between villages or to
Cambridge could, if designated as cycle
routes, have limits of 40mph.
One deterrent for local authorities is
the signposting of such limits, with
current law requiring a repeater sign
every 500 metres, at an estimated cost of
£500 each.

Jim’s idea

The very first paragraph says:
The Department for Transport has
a vision for a transport system
that is an engine for economic
growth, but one that is also more
sustainable, safer, and improves
quality of life in our communities.
So sustainability and quality of life in
communities are now good reasons to
reduce limits, and elsewhere issues of air
pollution are also mentioned.
Particularly relevant at this time
in Cambridge, there are changes
concerning 20mph limits where no traffic
calming is required.
Para. 83 suggests that as long as mean
speeds are below 24mph general
compliance will be achieved, and
para. 84 also admits that in the wider
Portsmouth scheme speeds were
reduced more than expected on those
roads within the area where mean
speeds exceeded 25mph. In para. 85 it
is now proposed to rescind the advice
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locations when there is no centre line,
but previous research has shown the
advantages of such lines.
For 50 limits no change would be
required. No changes of lines and no
changes of signs, except the removal of
50 signs where they have been posted.
60mph limits on rural roads would only
be appropriate on modern standard
roads with few junctions and good
visibility. Those roads could have
repeater signs at appropriate intervals,
say every kilometre or mile.
In many places ‘A’ roads now have 50mph
limits principally because of the ‘number’
of crashes. Adjacent minor roads remain
at 60 because lower traffic flows mean
few crashes, yet it should be obvious that
crash rates would reduce even more with
lower speeds and that such roads would
then be far more pleasant for those on
foot, on cycles or on horses.
Life isn’t always simple, and there are
good quality 1960s ‘A’ roads in the far
north of Scotland which are single track
with passing places. Visibility may be for
miles and pedestrians, cyclists, and even
cars rare. You clearly can’t have a centre
line on a single-track road. Perhaps
independence for Scotland may be the
answer, or more simply, add a 60 or 50
mph roundel to each post with a white
diamond that marks passing places on
single track roads, where a 40mph limit
is deemed too low.

Guidance

Obviously limits do need to be clear
rather than ambiguous, but I think there
is an easy way, even if rural roads could
have limits of 40, 50 or 60mph.
For 40 limits the removal of the centre
line marking would be clear and
unambiguous. The absence of a centre
line tends to reduce motor traffic speed
even where the road is not narrow,
and it is likely that motor vehicles will
give greater clearances when passing
cycles or those on foot, as there won’t
be a tendency to keep to one half of
the road. Of course, carriageway edge
marking would be required at many

Note that much of this is ‘Guidance’ not
‘Regulation’. This means that a Local
Authority or Police Authority may be
stubborn and obstruct the introduction
of new limits, but it also means that
enterprise and local action can push
for wider changes, and close reading of
the ‘Guidance’ should enable councillors
and local communities to overcome
such obstruction.
The documents can be seen in full at:
www.camcycle.org.uk/jumpto/
nl103speed
The Campaign will endeavour to
respond to this consultation in a full and
careful manner.
Jim Chisholm

Book review
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Bicycle by Helen Pidd
Books on bikes tend to fall into one of two camps. They’re
either very geeky and technical (and potentially offputting for the novice) or they’re travelogues. Few just
give everyday advice.
What Helen Pidd (a Guardian
journalist) sets out to do is
provide a guide through the
journey which starts with buying
a bike. There are five questions
to ask about what you want
your new bike for before you
get to your bike shop (and she’s
clear that you need to go to an
establishment that deals only in
bikes rather than one that has
a side line in, let’s say, car parts)
then a guide through the most
common type of bikes, with good
line drawings to illustrate them,
giving their pros and cons.
She has some tough words about the attitudes you may come
across in these shops (and some of the nonsense staff have
to face occasionally too, to be fair) but provides the reader
with enough confidence not to feel intimidated if they do face
difficult sales staff. Following on from that, a quick guide to
bits you might want to buy as well and whether this type of
brake is better than that one. She doesn’t assume knowledge
here, but explains it clearly and with humour.

Next up is the thorny question of what to wear. Now there will
be those who feel strongly that this equals hi-viz but Helen
doesn’t follow that route and it’s refreshing to read common
sense advice and suggests what to avoid. (Short skirts and lowrise trousers are highlighted. Better to be aware of what you
might be showing the world than not.) There are two pages of
places to get kitted up if you want something other than just
‘ordinary clothes’ to bike in, that reassure the reader that you
aren’t doomed to life in lycra or hi-viz . It’s all about choice.
Basic bike maintenance is tackled, though here I felt there
was an assumption that you’d have derailleur gears in the
section on mending punctures. This type is easier to deal with,
it must be said but it might have been useful to widen it out
by mentioning single speed bikes too, especially since they
are becoming popular. Later she goes on to cycle parking and
what to do if your work place doesn’t have any, accidents and
insurance, how to lock your bike up (advice I would like to stick
to insecurely parked bikes across Cambridge!), some legal stuff,
and tackles excuses for not cycling.
Essentially, she covers just about everything the novice
cyclist needs to know (and mentions CycleStreets, so earning
extra cred points) and does so in a readable, humourous and
helpful way.
Bev Nicolson
Bicycle, Love Your Bike: The Complete Guide To Everyday Cycling is
published by Penguin at £14.99 ISBN 978 1 905 49053 0
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Cycle lane renewal re-done on Brooks Road
On 30 June one of our members reported that Brooks Road
had been resurfaced. He also reported that the cycle lanes
which had been repainted after the road was resurfaced were
narrower than before. A critical 20cm had been lost. This was
picked up by another member, Kilian Bourke, who happens
to be the county councillor for the area. He said: ‘This is very
concerning and I will take it up with the Highways officers on
the County’. In another email he added: ‘Given that the council
is spending £90m over the next few years on roads, pavements
and cycleways it makes sense to make sure that the contractor
is on top of this sooner rather than later’.
Two days later, he forwarded an email from the county council
which said: ‘We have checked this morning and the cycle lane
has been installed at the incorrect width. The red anti-skid
contractor has been stopped from carrying out their work
for today. Cambridgeshire Highways will arrange to have the
cycle lane line removed by hydro-blasting and replaced at
1.5m which is the correct width. I apologise on behalf of the
contractor for the error.’
Perhaps the problem was remedied so quickly because the
Olympic Torch was coming that way on 6 July. Nevertheless,
thanks to a timely report from one of our members being
picked up by another member, there is now a red cycle lane of
the correct width on Brooks Road.
Monica Frisch

Markings removed and re-applied after being painted on the new
surface about 20cm narrower than before.

The Bike Harvest
The Bike Harvest set out to make it easy for students leaving
Cambridge to donate their old bikes to charity rather than
leaving them chained to a post. The local charity OWL would
then refurbish the cycles and sell them back to students. We
could then help employ some disadvantaged people and
recycle at the same time.

I am very grateful to Cathy Shortland from OWL for supporting
us and I have seen how this charity enhances the lives of those
it serves. I would also like to thank Carla Shaw of Anglia Ruskin
University, and the City Council for use of its bike park.
John Hall

I knew that the hardest part to achieve would be to get the
message to as many students as possible. I estimated that
1% might donate. Promotion was channelled through the
Cambridge University Green Officers and the Anglia Ruskin
staff member responsible for sustainability. We used email, web
sites, posters and newsletter articles, but no social media.
After being open for donations for two weeks we were not
overwhelmed, a total of just three bikes were donated. As the
principal aim was to collect bikes, I regard this as a significant
failure. The most difficult aspect of holding a new event is
trying to ensure people know about it. I guess we might have
reached 5% of the student population. I did derive some
benefits from the event: one is the importance of thinking
about the point of view of the person we are hoping to involve.
The kind of person who abandons a bike is not the sort who
donates one. I also gained a much better insight into the
management of bike parking by the universities. A better use
of volunteer time would be to improve the regular removal of
abandoned bikes from around the city.
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http://www.camcycle.org.uk
OWL BIKES http://www.papworth.org.uk
OWL bikes is part of The Papworth Trust, a charity
supporting disadvantaged people in the Cambridge area
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Cambridge audaxes
CTC Cambridge is running three audaxes on
2 September 2012.

What’s an audax?
It’s an organised form of long-distance cycle touring where
riders aim to visit a sequence of checkpoints within a time
limit by following a sheet of directions. It’s not a race: some
riders go fast for their own satisfaction, and others take it easy
and squeak in at the last moment.
Successful rides are validated by the supervising club, Audax
UK (www.aukweb.net), and rides of 200km or more gain points
towards the club’s annual championship.
All three rides start from the Orchard Community Centre in
Orchard Park on the north side of Cambridge. The rides explore
the countryside to the west of Cambridge, visiting St Ives and
returning to Orchard Park via National Cycle Route 51.
There’s a choice of three distances:

200km (124 miles) £5
Starting at 08:00, this ride takes a loop around Bedford, visiting
Old Warden, Newport Pagnell, and Olney, crossing the Ouse
four times, and returning to Orchard Park before 21:24.
The gently rolling countryside of Bedfordshire and
Northamptonshire should make this a fast ride for experienced
randonneurs, and also a good choice for first-timers.

Climbing the Gog Magogs on the ‘End of Hibernation’ 200 km
audax in March 2011. Photo by Simon Proven.

If you’re regularly riding distances of 100km (60 miles) or
more, then you should consider giving this distance a try. For
more details, and to sign up, go to www.aukweb.net/events/
detail/12-600/

100km (62 miles) £4
Starting at 09:00, this ride visits Wareseley, St Neots, Little
Staughton, and Grafham Water, crossing the Ouse four times,
and returning to Orchard Park before 15:48. For more details,
and to sign up, go to www.aukweb.net/events/detail/12-413/

50km (31 miles) £4
Starting at 10:00, this ride for beginners takes a loop through
the Hemingfords and across the Ouse meadows to Houghton
Mill. It has a relaxed time limit, returning to Orchard Park
before 14:00. For more details, and to sign up, go to
www.aukweb.net/events/detail/12-683/
The entry fee pays for the hire of the Community Centre, the
validation of the ride, and for some food and drink before the
ride. Please sign up for the rides on the Audax UK website, or
contact me if you have any questions.
Gareth Rees
gdr@garethrees.org

17

Cambridge Cycling Campaign

Feature

Quicker by bike, slower by bike?

A licensed bat handler from the Cambridge Bat Group with some pipistrelle bats, probably the same species
that I saw down by the river judging from the time of day and mode of flight.
I normally leave the house at 7.45am to get to work at
Addenbrooke’s for 8.30am. Unless it’s very windy, I’m on time.
The other day, I needed to get the bus to work. I left the house
at 7.10am to walk to the bus stop to get the 7.30am bus. I got
to work dead on time. The traffic wasn’t even that bad. It was
just a normal journey not in the bike lane. And I didn’t get to
see anything interesting or uplifting on my way, but got to
work vaguely depressed. I think it’s quicker by bike, even when
the weather is horrible.
The flip side is, you can get terribly held up if you go by
bike. I’d been out for supper with friends at India House by
the Mill Pond. It must have been about half an hour or so
before sunset when we left. I did rather get delayed as I
was unlocking my bike, by the sight of a bat swooping over
the water. As I needed to run an errand, which incidentally
would have been impossible to run efficiently if I’d been in
a car, I tore myself away and got on. As I then headed home,
I saw a bat on Riverside, but
was a bit disappointed by the
lack of bats on the Long Reach,
as it was clearly the right sort
of evening and time for them
to be out. However, a bit later
there was the proper hold up.
I must have been stuck sitting
under the A14 bridge over the
river for more than ten minutes
marvelling at the agility of the
bats, presumably, catching the
same insects that the swallows
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that nest under the same bridge catch during the day. I wonder
if the bats live in similar places under the bridge? I then went
really slowly all the way to Baits Bite lock, watching more of
their amazing flight.
So, a bit of an elongated ride home really. But a rather
irreplaceable experience. The other thought I had was that in
a car or on a bus, or indoors, we never experience the joy of
dusk. That gradual darkening of the sky, particularly on a clear
evening, and, especially in spring, accompanied by the birds’
dusk chorus. It’s a very peaceful time of day, accentuated in
this case by the world, exemplified by the vehicles on the A14,
rushing overhead, whereas I had total solitude. I think I enjoyed
my slow cycle journey home which felt like a mini-holiday!
Heather Coleman

Diary
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Campaign diary
August 2012
Tue 7

Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a chance to chat, and for us
to introduce ourselves to new members). The speaker will be Mike Cavenett, a campaigner working in London Cycling Campaign’s
head, who will speak to us about their ‘Go Dutch’ campaign. See http://lcc.org.uk/pages/go-dutch .

8 pm

Newsletter 104 deadline. Please send copy to newsletter-articles@camcycle.org.uk . Members are warmly invited to write articles
(style guidelines available) and are invited to contact the Editor (Monica Frisch: mfrisch@phonecoop.coop) in the first instance.

Sun 19
Mon 20

From 7 pm

Social gathering. Join us at CB2 café, 5-7 Norfolk Street.
September 2012

Sun 2

8 pm

CTC Cambridge audax rides (see page 17)

Tue 4

8 pm

Monthly General Meeting. Friends’ Meeting House, Jesus Lane (with tea and coffee from 7.30pm, and a chance to chat, and for us
to introduce ourselves to new members).

Sun 16

British Heart Foundation Oxford to Cambridge. This 89 mile ride links the two university towns. Now with the ‘Ox-Cam’ half
starting point in Milton Keynes. See bit.ly/Ly51uD for details.

Sun 30

Cambridge to Norwich bike ride. Get ready to stretch your legs for the last Bike Events ride of the season! This was a brand new
ride in 2011 and was very popular so it is being run again in 2012 - starting from Cambridge’s Coldham’s Common and heading
east through a landscape of fenland and patchwork fields, finishing in Norwich. See bit.ly/Ly58Gt for full details.
October 2012

1/2/3

7.30 pm

Newsletter envelope stuffing. Baby Milk Action offices, 34 Trumpington Street. Help very much welcomed. Date to be arranged.

Tue 2

8 pm

Monthly General Meeting. See 4 September.

City and county council committees
Campaign members may be interested to attend Planning Committee and Area Committee meetings, which often include cycling and walking issues. Joint
Development Control Committee meetings, which determine the Planning Applications relating to the major housing development proposals for the Cambridge
sub-region, are also open to the public. Details of venue and agenda are available about a week beforehand at
www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy/
AUGUST 2012
Wed 1
10 am
Thu 2
7 pm
Wed 8
10 am
		
Wed 15 10 am
		
Wed 22 9.30 am
Thu 23 7 pm
Wed 29 10 am

SEPTEMBER 2012
Development Control Forum
East Area Committee
Joint Development Control Committee:
Cambridge Fringes
Joint Development Control – Cambridge Fringes –
Development Control Forum
Planning Committee
West/Central Area Committee
Development Control Forum

Thu 6
7 pm
Thu 6
10 am
		
Mon 10 7.30 pm
Wed 12 10 am
		
Wed 19 9.30 am
Wed 26 10 am
Thu 27 6.30 pm

East Area Committee
Joint Development Control Committee:
Cambridge Fringes
South Area Committee
Joint Development Control – Cambridge Fringes –
Development Control Forum
Planning Committee
Development Control Forum
North Area Committee

Cycle rides
If you’re looking for sociable and non-competitive cycle rides in the countryside around Cambridge, why not go for a ride with CTC Cambridge? We know
all the nicest routes! We offer up to seven rides a week with a variety of speeds and distances, and non-CTC members are welcome to come and try us out.
See our calendar of rides at www.ctc-cambridge.org.uk. All rides are graded to give an indication of speed and distance so you should be able to find a day,
speed and distance which suits you. If you’re unsure, our Saturday morning leisurely rides are a good way to start. In addition to our normal rides we are
running a set of Audax rides on 2 September (see page 17).
Nigel Deakin.
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Two-tier
racks station
consultation

Local news

How many bikes fit in
a car space?

Following discussions with Greater
Anglia it is expected that a couple of
days will be reserved for trials of the
double-decker cycle racks at station.
Someone will be in attendance to
record opinions.
Currently three of the four types
of evaluation racks are in place. If
you’ve used these racks and wish
to record your opinion in advance
of the formal evalutaion this can
be done on the County Council’s
web site via: www.camcycle.org.uk/
jumpto/nl103stn

The County Council has purchased the
‘Cyclehoop’ that was loaned for use as
temporary cycle parking outside the
Kingston Arms during Bikeweek. The
intention is that this will be used as

extra temporary cycle parking at events,
and as a ‘demonstrator’ in locations
where it is proposed to replace a car
parking space with on-road cycle parking.

Photomap this month: editor’s pick

#42350 Knitted cycle racks on Chesterton
Road. Uh? Yes, that’s right.
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This month’s pick from the CycleStreets photomap on our
website. For more cycling-related photos of Cambridge and
beyond, or to add your own, visit
www.cyclestreets.net/photomap

