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Why I cycle
Tom Rees
I've been mad about cycling from a young age. 
Growing up in Haverhill, I used to watch my 
father cycle off with a neighbour and that got 
me hooked, sending me up around the Camps 
(Castle Camps, Shudy Camps and Camps End) 
over the summer holidays.

Moving to Cambridge – Bike Central – 10 years 
ago was a dream come true. I cycle here, 
there and everywhere and have had quite an 
eclectic variety of bikes over the years from 
mountain bike to town bike, racers both old 
and new, lowriders, chopper-style bikes and 
big cruisers (I rode the Reach Ride a year or 
two ago on a cruiser with big ape bars!).

Recently my passion has slowly been passing 
down to my daughter who at nearly a year old 
will soon be requiring her first bike, and I've 
got at least two ideas in mind that I just know 
she'll love as much as me. 

I love the feeling of freedom when out on  
the bike, with no limits other than my own  
leg power preventing me from going afar or 
just popping to the shops. It's a freedom  
like no other. It's definitely kept me sane 
through lockdown being able to ride around 
(and I enjoyed all those quiet roads!). 

Recently I pushed myself to do a 'Cycle for 
Dementia' and pushed out a grand old 500 
miles in a month (around 370 more than my 
average commuting miles). It was a spectacular 
push making me feel fitter and happier, and 
raising £560 for Alzheimer's Society.

CAMCYCLE, THE CAMBRIDGE CYCLING CAMPAIGN
works for more, better and safer cycling for all ages and abilities in and around 
Cambridge. Many of the cycling facilities such as paths, lanes, bridges and cycle 
parks would not exist without the campaigning of our volunteers, supported by 
over 1,500 Camcycle members. Our vision is for a city that is healthy, sustainable 
and vibrant, and a pleasant place for Cambridge’s residents, workers and visitors.
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SUPPORT  
OUR WORK
camcycle.org.uk/
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https://www.camcycle.org.uk/membership/
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Is this a new golden age for cycling? The Covid-19 lockdown saw a 
tremendous increase in cycling levels and figures show that many who 
took up riding during the period are continuing to cycle. We've also 

seen a positive shift in political will, from the PM extolling the benefits of 
cycling to the government publishing a bold new vision for active travel 
with the Gear Change policy document and Local Transport Note (LTN) 1/20 
design guidelines. These publications are wide-ranging in scope; they cover 
headline-grabbing schemes like the £50 bike repair voucher scheme and free 
cycle training, but also more fundamental improvements in active transport, 
such as increased investment for protected cycle routes, a long-term cycling 
budget, new local officer posts for active travel schemes, improved legal 
protections for those walking and cycling and a new government body 
for active transport. Local authorities will be audited on performance, and 
high-quality sustainable transport routes must be included in all highways 
schemes. There’s even a Highway Code review, consulting on proposed 
changes which aim to improve safety for vulnerable road users. 

It's encouraging to see so many initiatives in favour of walking and cycling. 
Transport is fundamental to quality of life, and the health, wellbeing and 
social benefits of active travel are clear. These benefits should be felt equally 
by everyone so we need to do everything we can to ensure that cycling is 
truly accessible for all. We need to listen to all groups – especially those 
who are typically underrepresented – and integrate their experience when it 
comes to policy, planning, design and implementation. 

Despite profound changes to life this year, motorised transport is already 
returning to pre-lockdown levels and continues to dominate. The shift in 
policy should act as a catalyst, but the pace of change is slow. It's critical 
that we continue to campaign for everyone to be able to access and enjoy 
cycling. There is a silent majority in favour of active transport improvements 
and we need to gather their voices.

With mounting pressure from central government, this is certainly a 
golden opportunity to work for change and improve our towns and cities. 
Let's work together to make our voices heard. 
Adam Jenkins & Rosie Humphrey, Camcycle editors

A golden opportunity  
to work for change

21
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CAMCYCLE MEETINGS 
All are welcome to our monthly meetings, which are held 
on the first Tuesday of each month. 
In normal times, these are held at the Friends Meeting 
House, Jesus Lane, but during the coronavirus pandemic 
we are hosting them live on Facebook at facebook.com/
CambridgeCyclingCampaign and publishing the footage 
on our website. Questions for our speakers and local 
cycling issues you'd like to raise can be sent in via email, 
Cyclescape or any of our social media channels.
Meetings begin at 7pm, and are followed by an online 
social meetup on Jitsi Meet (contact us for link details).

     For the latest information about meetings,  
please visit camcycle.org.uk/events

1 September  Guest speaker Sylvia Gauthereau 
A cycle campaigner from London sheds light on the  
School Streets initiative (read more on page 40).

6 October  Guest speaker Khadijah Zaidi 
The Cycle Sisters trustee talks to us about diversity in cycling.

3 November  A conversation with Dave Walker  
We chat with the renowned cycling cartoonist and 
founder of the Budget Cycling website.

1 December  Guest speaker Sam Davies  
Cycling issues and community engagement in Queen Edith's.

CAMCYCLE MAGAZINE DATES
We welcome members’ help with our magazine, including 
writing articles, taking photos and laying out content.  
If you’d like to get involved, please follow Cyclescape 4264 
and 4266 or email contact@camcycle.org.uk.

Copy deadline for the winter issue of the magazine  
is Sunday 18 October (theme: Better Cycling for All). 

Magazine distribution is planned for 23 November  
(subject to pandemic restrictions). Members support this 
work, packing envelopes and then getting the magazines 
delivered. More volunteers are always welcomed – email 
contact@camcycle.org.uk if you can help.

REGULAR CAMBRIDGE CYCLE RIDES
CTC Cambridge holds up to six rural rides a week.  
All welcome. Find out more at ctccambridge.org.uk.

#CamRideHome rides start at 6pm on the last Friday  
of the month from outside The Mill pub, Cambridge. 
A one-hour leisurely tour of the city finishes up with a 
drink. Follow the hashtag on Twitter for more details.

Please note that advice for group rides is constantly amended 
during the pandemic so events may be subject to change. 

 CALENDAR

http://www.camcycle.org.uk
mailto:contact@camcycle.org.uk
mailto:contact@camcycle.org.uk
mailto:contact@camcycle.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeCyclingCampaign/
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeCyclingCampaign/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/events/
https://ctccambridge.org.uk/
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THE BIG PICTURE
MAGIC ROUNDABOUT

How many busy UK roundabouts would you trust your children to 
navigate alone? Roundabouts are notoriously intimidating for cyclists, and 
demonstrably dangerous, but at the end of July a new design was unveiled 
which could change all that forever. Alice and Jenna were two of the first 
to try it out. Thanks to the councillors, officers and campaigners whose 
hard work made the Dutch roundabout at Fendon Road possible. We hear 
that it's already inspired the neighbouring county of Essex to plan one for 
Colchester. A countrywide revolution has begun.
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OPINION: ROBIN HEYDON

The new government  
roadmap for cycling  
could benefit us all

The rail industry has a long-term 
funding roadmap. They know 
approximately how much money 

is available and therefore can plan to 
build railway stations, maintain tracks, 
and buy new trains. It doesn’t matter if 
you use a little bit of the money today to 
do a feasibility study this year, because 
next year you can stick in the planning 
application, and a couple of years later 
you can be building, safe in the knowledge 
that the money will be available.

The road building industry is 
the same. I’ve heard it said that 
they knew when the A14 would 
be opened because they’d 
already booked the closing of 
the East Coast mainline railway 
to remove the old viaduct years 
in advance – even before they 
had the public inquiry.

Cycling has nothing like 
that. The most feared words 
from the government over 
the last few years have been 
the phrase 'shovel ready'. That 
means a scheme where you’ve 
already done the planning and 
consultations but don’t have 
the money available to build it. 
The problem with that is that no well-run 
council would ever spend millions of its 
own money just in case the government 
needed some good cycling stories one 
particular month and just happened  
to throw in a few million to gain a few 
more votes.

Yes, this sounds cynical, but it is really 
what it felt like. We’ve been asking 
for high-quality cycle facilities and a 
consistent level of funding. We could 
build so much more, even if the funding 

was a little lower than today, just because 
that constant stream of money would 
allow good things to be designed in good 
time, consulted upon, changed a little, 
and then built, safe in the knowledge 
that what is designed will be built and 
can be sensibly connected to the rest of 
the planned cycling network.

But now the government has 
announced there will be a new body 
called Active Travel England with an 
Active Travel Commissioner to audit 

highways departments to ensure they 
are meeting the government's standards 
for active travel infrastructure. Failure to 
meet these standards, such as cycleways 
that are physically separated from motor 
vehicles, will result in failure to get 
funding.  They would also fund cycle 
training for every child and any adult 
who wants it.

More radical is the suggestion that 
residents could suggest rat-run roads to 
be closed to through traffic. Even some 

main roads could become access-only in 
key locations, like town centres. Taking 
these steps would rapidly revitalise these 
centres for business and help create safe, 
liveable neighbourhoods for residents.

Cycling should also get a level playing 
field in terms of electrification. Whilst 
electric buses, trains, and cars are all 
being subsidised by the government, 
now electric bikes could also become 
easier to purchase.

I’ve even heard rumours that the 
law that says you cannot park 
in a mandatory cycle lane 
could be enforced by traffic 
wardens rather than only by 
the police. Making the hard-
worked police, who have much 
more serious crimes to solve, 
enforce a simple traffic offence 
was always just a way of saying 
'it is illegal' without the threat 
of 'you’ll be given a ticket'. This 
may change.

This is still in the realms of 
'press release' and we need 
to see the actual text of any 
such legislative changes and 

funding agreements, but still it 
is something to be welcomed. 

Perhaps your neighbourhood could 
become safe for kids to walk or cycle 
to school or play outside on the street 
again? Perhaps your local high street 
could become a social hub where people 
enjoy spending time outside? Perhaps 
you will find that cycling is safe, pleasant 
and fully accessible for your local 
journeys? Perhaps we could fix a few 
more roundabouts in Cambridge?

Robin Heydon is Chair of Camcycle.  
This article was first published on  
3 August in the Cambridge News, where 
you can read his column each week.

     Read more about the latest government announcements on cycling on page 16.

Electric buses, trains and cars are all subsidised by the government; 
it's about time e-bikes were too.
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Back in the summer of ‘89, I lived in 
a house on a dead-end street. It 
wasn’t actually a dead-end street 

to me, because down the hill where 
the tarmacked road ran out there were 
three routes for pedestrians: an alleyway 
to a parallel road, a stony pathway past 
some good climbing trees which acted 
as a shortcut to the railway station,  
and a cut-through which led to a 
children’s playground and, beyond that, 
the town centre. 

However, it 
was definitely a 
no-through route 
for cars. Because 
of this, the only 
cars that came this 
way belonged to 
residents of the 
handful of houses 
on the street. 
And, because of 
that, we kids ruled 
the road. In the 
summer holidays, 
lots of the children 
who lived round 
the corner on the 
much-busier main 
road would gather 
in our quiet street 
and sometimes we would play all 
day. There’d be cricket, football,  
roller-skating, marbles and badminton 
across our garden wall. We’d play 
kerbsie, polo, pom pom/forty-forty 
(insert your own regional name for 
this ages-old game) and try to beat the 
record for number of jumps on a pogo 
stick or Lolo ball. There were always 

bikes, skateboards and skipping ropes 
lying around – plenty of opportunities 
to stay active and lots of valuable social 
learning too, with parents casting just a 
few glances out the window as they got 
on with doing their own things.

I’m sure many people reading this will 
be of an age to recall similar memories 
from their own childhoods, but it’s not the 
world my children are growing up in. Cars 
rule the roads around our way, although 

the people on the narrow pavements 
outnumber those in the driving seats. 
The other day, I saw a masked lady on a 
mobility scooter approaching; I stepped 
into the road to give her space to pass 
but it felt wrong to make my three-year-
old do so on a busy street so instead she 
wobbled one foot in front of the other 
along the kerb.

It doesn’t have to be like this. We 
can recreate the freedom of our past 
while freeing up the space we need 
for the present. We can protect our 
communities against the pandemic and 
build back better streets for the future. 
Many local areas already abound with 
pedestrian passageways and cycle cut-
throughs; by adding some more of these 
‘modal filters’ on an experimental basis 
during the pandemic, we can give people 

the spaces they 
need to stay safe, 
protect each other 
and keep active. 
In these quieter 
streets, drivers of 
motor vehicles can 
still reach their 
properties, visit 
shops or attend 
emergency calls, 
but residential 
neighbourhoods 
are no longer 
used as race-
tracks or rat-runs. 
In these stressful 
times, let’s help 
everyone breathe 
more freely for a 
while on their way 

to work or the shops. Let’s widen the 
pavements and build new cycle routes. 
Let’s create more space for the double 
buggies, the wheelchairs, the mobility 
scooters and the tricycles. Let’s give our 
children a chance to play.

Anna Williams is the Communications 
and Community Officer for Camcycle.  
This article was originally published on   
22 July in the Cambridge Independent, which 
features a monthly column by a member of 
the Camcycle team. 

Filtered streets protect 
our communities and give 
children space to play 

OPINION: ANNA WILLIAMS

     Find out more about modal filters and the benefits they bring to communities  
on our website at camcycle.org.uk/modalfilters

https://www.camcycle.org.uk/blog/tag/modal-filter/
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Camcycle's love for 
Dutch design makes 
national news  
It had been hard to remember amid all the debate 
on the Fendon Road roundabout's cost and delays, 
that the scheme was a UK-first and of national (and 
international) interest. The country's cycling capital 
was setting the standard once more.

Curious, celebratory, sceptical – in the days 
following the roundabout's opening, the press and 
public weighed in. One Cambridge News journalist 
tested it as a driver and declared it 'quite simple  
to follow' and a big accomplishment for the city, while 
our Executive Director's verdict on the experience for 
cyclists made it into The Times, The Evening Standard 
and The Daily Mail. Let's hope another 'small piece of 
Dutch cycling heaven' comes along soon! 

Read more about the Dutch roundabout on page 6 and 
watch footage of the opening at camcycle.org.uk/videos

CYCLING DEVELOPMENTS IN CAMBRIDGE AND BEYOND
Read more at camcycle.org.uk/blog and      @camcycleNEWS

Magazine volunteers make a 
difference in 2020 

Following two successful years at the 
Cambridge Community Magazine Awards, 
we had high hopes again for 2020 before 
the impact of Covid-19 cancelled the 
ceremony this summer. 

However, we know that your time, 
knowledge and articles are making a 
difference as several new members 
and donors have praised our work and 
thanked us for campaigns they have read 
about in the magazine. Thank you so 
much to everyone who helps us get our 
message out there.      
      Would you like to contribute to our award-
winning magazine? Read more on page 39.

Camcycle members swing the 
decision on retail park bollard

Camcycle would like to thank everyone 
who wrote to members of the Planning 
Committee to asked them to prioritise the 
safety of shoppers in Cambridge Retail 
Park and reinstall the bollard outside 
Homebase – we know those emails 
influenced many councillors' views and 
on 21 July, the committee voted 6 to 2 
against the removal of the bollard. 

Owing to the time that had elapsed 
since the application, it now needs to go to 
a government inspectorate – we'll report 
back on the final decision once we hear it.
    Find out how you can help us achieve 
more campaigning success on page 38.

Sign of the times – more 
roadworks notices corrected  

In our ongoing battle to remind highways 
authorities and contractors that roads are 
not just for cars, we frequently call for better 
communications about how roadworks 
will affect cyclists and pedestrians along 
with better on-site signage too. 

Our calls for improvements at Histon 
Road led to new 'Except Cycles' signs 
being added and a readjustment of the 
road layout to remove unnecessary 
obstructions. For newly filtered roads, 
we recommend  reminders that the 
street is now 'open' to more people. 
    Find out more about new filters which 
will deliver Spaces to Breathe on page 25.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs-cq9ANOfeEjWOAaJorcdA
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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Research conducted by YouGov on behalf of the #BikeIsBest 
campaign shows the silent majority of Britons are in favour of 
measures to encourage walking and cycling, but they are being 
drowned out by a vocal minority.

The survey shows 6.5 people support changes to their local 
streets for every 1 person against. Of all respondents, 70% 
believe more people cycling would reduce traffic congestion 
and 65% want to see British roads redesigned and changed to 
protect cyclists and pedestrians from cars. 77% would support 
road space reallocation to make these changes.

However, despite this support, many recent initiatives to 
enable active travel during the coronavirus pandemic have met 
with vocal opposition from residents and pro-motoring groups. 
For example, a pop-up cycle lane in Reigate, Surrey, was due to 
be trialled for three weeks but lasted just three days.

Dr Ian Walker, Environmental Psychologist at the University 
of Bath, said: 'Perhaps one reason negative voices find it so 
easy to sway things their way is that people have a tendency 
to misjudge public levels of support. The survey showed that, 
while most people think Britain would be a better place if more 
people cycled, they also guessed that other people were less 
supportive, and more hostile, to the idea than they were.'

Adam Tranter, a spokesperson for #BikeIsBest and an 
active travel campaigner, said: 'When 20mph streets were first 
proposed, pro-motoring groups were whipped up into a frenzy, 
just as they are today. In 2017, data showed that the proportion 
opposed or strongly opposed to residential 20mph limits was 
just 10%. The same is happening here with measures to enable 
more people to switch their journeys to cycling and walking.'

He added: 'Local authorities need to stand up and refuse to 
be bullied into a U-turn on plans to turn Britain into a better 
place. These are plans the public agree with, so people also need 
to speak up so their silence isn’t taken as consent to keep our 
streets dominated by motor vehicles'.

To show local authorities the unmet demand for better 
cycling infrastructure, the #BikeIsBest campaign has set up an 
online petition for people to show their support for measures 
to enable cycling. 

Sign the petition (which will presented to local authorities by 
a coalition of 50 cycling organisations) at bikeisbest.com/petition

NEWS IN NUMBERS

20%
of the Republic of Ireland's transport budget 
will be spent on cycling (£66 per head,  
compared with £6-10 for the UK) following a 
coalition deal forged by Green Party leader 
and former bike shop owner Eamon Ryan.*

20mph 
would be the default speed on all Welsh 
residential roads by 2023, if the proposal 
goes through a coming consultation and final 
vote. The plan was approved in the Senedd 
in July with 45 out of 60 voters in favour.†

*Forbes (June 2020) †Transport N
etw

ork (July 2020) 

Overwhelming support  
for more cycling in Britain

NEWS IN BRIEF

Cycle parking at stations
Greater Anglia is creating an additional 392 
cycle spaces across five of its rail stations. 
Audley End will gain 60 spaces, Braintree 32 
spaces, Manningtree 200 spaces, and March 
and Newmarket 50 spaces each. Work should 
be completed by the end of September. It will 
include a mix of new covered and open cycle 
parking spaces and conversion of single tier bike 
racks to double tier, plus improved lighting and 
CCTV. The project is being funded by Greater 
Anglia, the DfT and three local councils.
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The National Cycle Network 
Sustrans has removed or reclassified nearly 
4,000 miles of routes from its National Cycling
Network, with the intention to make the NCN 
'more accessible and provide a consistent  
user experience'. Over 750 miles have been 
completely removed as they 'fall too far short of 
the quality standards Sustrans aspires to'. These 
changes follow the Paths for Everyone report, 
published in November 2018, which highlighted 
issues with the network, including poor signage, 
barriers to accessibility, routes which were 
at times impassable and others which were 
unsuitable for a child of 12 to ride alone. 

https://www.bikeisbest.com/petition
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BLOG OF THE QUARTER
cyclesprog.co.uk/blog

‘In an ideal world every school 
would have a safe cycle route 
from every home all the way to 
the door, and this is something 
we should all aspire to. ’
Cycle Sprog was set up by husband and 
wife Karen Gee and Chris Jones when 
they couldn't find the information they 
wanted about cycling with kids. It's now 
the UK's leading online resource on 
cycling with children and features advice 
on every stage of family cycling, reviews 
on bikes and equipment, blog posts from 
parents and children and family-friendly 
cycle routes around the UK. 
The Cyclesprog Blog regularly covers 
aspects of cycle campaigning. How to 
get more children cycling safely to your 
school (3 February, 2020) is packed with 
ideas and links to resources to help you 
increase levels of cycling within your 
school community.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Cycling UK gets the nation 
Pumped Up for cycling

In August, Cycling UK launched an invigorating campaign aimed at capturing 
the UK's new-found enthusiasm for cycling.

It's been well-documented that the pandemic has allowed us to imagine a 
future with fewer cars, cleaner air – and more cycling. Recent figures show a 
147% increase in cycling levels and cycle shops have seen an unprecedented 
demand for bikes: evidence that more people have been out riding.

Pumped Up set out to find these people, celebrate the joy of cycling and 
remind people about the fun and freedom it unlocks. To launch the campaign, 
Cycling UK toured all over the country to capture more than 50 portraits, 
providing a snapshot of people for whom cycling is or has recently become a 
way of life. The charity hopes the stories will inspire others to get pumped up 
for cycling too!

As part of the campaign, Cycling UK is looking for volunteers to join its 
Pumped Up Crew – to PROMOTE cycling on social media, help new people 
start to PEDAL and to PARTNER with others groups to get more people riding. 
Individuals can also join the World's Biggest Bike Ride on 12 September – just 
log a ride of any length on that day on the Cycling UK website to show your 
support for cycling. 

Find out more about the campaign at cyclinguk.org/pumpedup

New Sustrans guide promotes cycling for everyone 
Sustrans has called for people working in transport 
across the UK to ensure that cycling is inclusive 
and helps address wider inequality within towns 
and cities. Together with Arup, it has published 
Cycling for Everyone, a new guide for inclusive 
cycling which aims to support decision-makers 
in local government and the transport sector 
to make the activity accessible for people from 
all backgrounds, ethnicities, ages, abilities and 
genders. Their research found that 55% of people 
from ethnic minority groups who do not currently 
cycle would like to start. 

The inclusive design guide focuses on cities 
and towns in the UK but the recommendations are 
equally applicable across the world as it considers socio-economic and local 
travel contexts, how to create better spaces for everyone to cycle in, how to 
welcome and support all cyclists and how to improve governance, planning and 
decision-making around cycling. 

Download the Cycling for Everyone guide at tinyurl.com/cyclingforeveryone

CYCLING CHAMPION!
Congratulations to Outspoken Training's 
Nikki Searle, who was honoured as one of 
Cycling UK's 100 Women in Cycling for 
2020. Nikki is a regular cyclist, campaigner 
and Bikeability instructor who has helped 
thousands of people start cycling. She's 
also a peer mentor for other instructors 
and a volunteer with the Histon and 
Impington Community Trishaw project.

https://www.cyclinguk.org/pumpedup
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/research/all-themes/all/inclusive-cycling-in-cities-and-towns
https://www.cyclesprog.co.uk/family-cycling-advice/get-children-cycling-safely-to-school/
https://www.cyclesprog.co.uk/family-cycling-advice/get-children-cycling-safely-to-school/
https://www.cyclesprog.co.uk/family-cycling-advice/get-children-cycling-safely-to-school/
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https://flit.bike/
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Gear 
Change
The government has revealed more plans  
for the UK's next golden age of cycling, but 
will they deliver more, better and safer rides? 
Roxanne De Beaux explores the impact they 
will have on cycling in the Cambridge region.
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GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT ON CYCLING

On the evening of 27 July the 
government launched a new 
vision for active travel with the 

release by the Department for Transport 
(DfT) of the Gear Change vision document 
together with the accompanying 
infrastructure design guidance (Local 
Transport Note 1/20, see page 22). This 
was a huge announcement full of bold 
promises and new expectations for a 
golden age of cycling in England. We’re 
still busy reading and absorbing the vast 
amount of content in this announcement 
and several other government releases 
and consultations which came in the 
following weeks, however the impact on 
our work has been immediate. 

Camcycle’s vision for cycling can no 
longer be brushed aside. This is now 
coming from the very top: the Prime 
Minister is demanding it. We should now 
be seen and heard more than ever as an 
authoritative and informed organisation 
that can help deliver this new vision; 
after all, this is what we have been talking 

about all along. It has been made clear 
that cycling needs to be part of our future, 
not just through temporary schemes as 
we cope with the Covid-19 pandemic, 
but also as we build a more sustainable 
and efficient future. The Prime Minister 
has shown an appetite for radical reform, 
stating in the foreword to Gear Change 
that this new vision will ‘kick off the most 
radical change to our cities since the 
arrival of mass motoring’. It is also good 
to see the government acknowledging 
that past mistakes and poor standards 
will no longer be accepted, and I’m sure 
I am not the only person who has been 
resisting an ‘I told you so’ reaction with 
nearly every paragraph I read. In the 
foreword of Local Transport Note (LTN) 
1/20, Chris Heaton-Harris MP, Minister 
of State with responsibility for cycling and 
walking, makes it clear: ‘Too much cycling 
infrastructure is substandard, providing 
little protection from motorised traffic 
and giving up at the very places it is most 
needed. Some is actually worse than 
nothing, because it entices novice cyclists 
with the promise of protection, then 
abandons them at the most important 
places. Poor cycling infrastructure 
discourages cycling and wastes public 
money.’ The specific standards of 
infrastructure required to create a cycling 
nation have been made clear by the DfT. 
The Dutch inspiration is apparent and, 
importantly, we’re also seeing the need 
for inclusive design and accessibility for 
walking and cycling made explicit. LTN 
1/20 refers to the Equality Act 2010 
which ‘requires public sector authorities 
to comply with the Public Sector Equality 
Duty in carrying out their functions. This 
includes making reasonable adjustments 
to the existing built environment to 
ensure the design of infrastructure is 
accessible to all’. It’s a point Camcycle 
has long been making but with limited 
success: hopefully this heralds a major 
turning point. 

Impact on our campaigning
We at Camcycle are now referring to LTN 
1/20 in all of our responses to planning 
applications. Campaigning issues that 
have been ongoing are now being 
reassessed in light of the new guidance. 
We’re making it clear that proposed 
developments like the latest changes for 

the Cambridge Station area (see page 
26) that, even with recent updates do 
not meet the government’s (and our) 
expectations, are no longer acceptable, 
nor is the new cycling infrastructure 
proposed for Northstowe with numerous 
inaccessible barriers. We’ll be making 
sure that councillors are well-informed 
about the new guidance and are therefore 
equipped to reject planning applications 
that do not conform. We’re updating our 
policies to ensure we are referring to 
the most up-to-date and best guidance 

Camcycle's vision for 
cycling can no longer be 
brushed aside. What is now 
coming from the Prime 
Minister is what we have 
been talking about all along

THE HEADLINE GRABBERS

•   A £50 ‘Fix Your Bike’ voucher 
to be used at local bike shops 
(applications for these had already 
crashed the website within hours 
of release)

•   Cycle training offered for free  
(or at a nominal cost) for every 
child and adult who wants it

•   A national e-bike programme of 
loans, subsidies or other incentives 
to help those who are older, less 
fit or need to travel long distances

•   A programme encouraging GPs 
to prescribe cycling, with patients 
able to access bikes through their 
local surgery.

THE BIKE BOOSTERS

•   Thousands of miles of protected 
cycle routes in towns and cities

•   Increased ‘School Streets’ (see 
page 40) across the country to 
protect children as they travel to 
and from school

•   One new zero-emission transport 
city and 12 new ‘Mini-Holland’ 
liveable neighbourhoods

•   More cycle parking in the places 
people want to go such as shops 
and workplaces, plus street storage 
such as cycle hangars outside 
homes

•   An improved National Cycle 
Network, which is entirely  
off-road or on traffic-calmed 
streets by 2040.
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available to help Camcycle members and 
others ensure appropriate infrastructure 
is built in their neighbourhoods. With 
such clear guidance from the government 
that finally meets most of our standards, 
our campaigning responses are suddenly 
becoming a lot more straightforward.

However, we’re going to have our 
work cut out for us. It is clear that 
many councillors, officers, developers, 
engineers and consultants are not yet 
up to speed with the new expectations. 
That’s fair enough: it has been a lot to 
take in during a very challenging time. 
Anecdotally, we’re hearing that there is a 
shortage of people with the right skills to 
design the quality and quantity of cycling 

infrastructure that is required. But this 
cannot be used as an excuse. We will do 
our best to get this information to all the 
relevant stakeholders in our region and, 
as always, we will continue to apply the 
same consistency and rigour to every 
planning application, every development 
and every consultation. Now we have a 
much higher standard to hold developers 
and highways authorities accountable 
to, but it isn’t just campaigners that local 
authorities should be aware of. 

A new inspectorate for 
walking and cycling
Local authorities be warned! The soon 
to be formed Active Travel England 
will be a statutory consultee within the 
planning system and will be tasked with 
Ofsted-style grading of local highways 
authorities. Those that are not achieving 
a high enough grade will risk a reduction 
in funding. Gear Change could not make 
this any clearer: ‘Active Travel England will 
examine all applications for funding and 
refuse any that are not compliant with 
the new national standards. It will inspect 
finished schemes and ask for funds to be 
returned for any which have not been 
completed as promised, or which have not 
started or finished by the stipulated times.’ 
Highways authorities will not just be 
graded on the quality of cycling projects, 
but will also be expected to provide 
suitable active travel infrastructure in 
all highways projects. ‘Suitable’ will be 
determined by the Cycling and Walking 
Commissioner using the standards 
set out in documents like LTN 1/20 
and Manual for Streets. If the previous 

statement wasn’t strong enough already, 
the DfT follows it up with ‘Active Travel 
England’s assessment of an authority’s 
performance with respect to sustainable 
travel outcomes, particularly cycling and 
walking, will be taken into account when 
considering funding allocations for local 
transport schemes. We will consult on 
introducing new criteria to measure local 
highway authorities’ performance in 
respect of sustainable travel outcomes, 
particularly cycling and walking, when 
considering funding allocations for local 
transport schemes’. The DfT’s reaction 
to local authorities’ often substandard 
attempts at temporary road space 
reallocation projects will be a good 
indication of what we can expect from 
the commissioner, but the indication is 
that if councils want funding for roads 
they will have no choice but to make the 
long overdue investment in appropriate 
cycling and walking infrastructure too. 

THE QUALITY CONTROLS

•   A long-term programme and 
budget for cycling, like the roads 
programme, to ensure guaranteed 
pipeline of funding

•   A new commissioning body 
and inspectorate, Active Travel 
England, led by a new cycling and 
walking commissioner

•   A series of national urban road 
audits to inform decisions on 
reallocation of road space and 
yearly Ofsted-style reports on 
highways authorities grading their 
performance on providing for 
active travel

•   New officer posts at local 
authorities with training in the 
design and implementation of 
active travel schemes

•   Enforcement of standards and 
time limits on active travel 
schemes: those which are not 
compliant with the new national 
standards will not be funded or will 
have to return funds which were 
originally received

•   Local authorities’ performances 
on active travel will be taken into 
account when considering funding 
allocations for other transport 
schemes; this will apply to all 
government money through any 
funding body, including schemes 
delivered through pots such as the 
Transforming Cities Fund.

Highways authorities  
will be expected to  
provide suitable active 
travel infrastructure in  
all highways projects.  
If councils want funding  
for roads they will have  
no choice but to make the 
long overdue investment  
in appropriate walking and 
cycling infrastructure too

We recently objected to the designs of a cycle route for Northstowe which discriminated 
against cyclists with disabilities and violated the infrastructure guidance in LTN 1/20.  
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Celebrating the bold  
and remaining vigilant
Every few years we have announcements 
from the government about new bodies 
or quangos (quasi-autonomous non-
governmental organisations) for active 
travel, new funding and/or new aspirational 
goals for significant increases in cycling. 
But it has never amounted to much. The 
latest announcements are bolder than 
anything we’ve heard to date, especially 
the greatly improved infrastructure 
design guidance. However, we must hold 
on to a good amount of caution. Other 
promises may continue to be kicked into 
the long grass. Will Part 6 of the Traffic 
Management Act be enabled by the end of 

this year? When will Active Travel England 
be created and will the commissioner 
really use the power they are given? 
Will the promised long-range funding 
streams really come to bear, particularly 
under significant political and financial 
pressure as we recover from the Covid-19 
pandemic? How will local authorities react 
to the new grading system? Are there 
some who would prefer to build nothing 
and have no funding rather than step up 
and create the cycling infrastructure and 
networks required to make the grade? Will 
Highways England be held to their own 
policies or be allowed to continue getting 
away with inadequate cycling and walking 
provision? If the government is serious 
about meeting their objective for cycling 
and walking to be the natural choice for 
half of all journeys in towns and cities by 
2030 they had better be very, very serious 
about getting on with everything else they 
have promised. If Cambridge is to reach its 
potential then we should expect walking 
and cycling be the choice for even more 
than 50% of all journeys. 

I think for many, this is the most hopeful 
sign of a cycling revolution we have seen 
from the government. This is a great 
time to be involved in active travel and 
I sense a huge amount of energy across 
our movement to get stuck in and help 
make this vision a reality. I hope all of 
Cambridgeshire’s local authorities get on 
board, including strong leadership from 
council leaders and the Mayor, and I hope 
the government comes through with their 
promises to hold highways authorities to 
account. It may even come about that those 
who are the boldest and most efficient 
with their plans will see more funding 
than those determined to scrape by with 
the bare minimum. For Cambridgeshire 
County Council that will require significant 
improvements to the slow progress shown 
with the recent pandemic projects. 

In the meantime, we as campaigners 
must ensure we are as informed as we 
can be and as vigilant as always, so let’s 
hold every single development and every 
piece of tarmac across our region to this 
bold new standard. 

GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT ON CYCLING

THE JOINED-UP THINKING

•   Improving legal protections for 
those walking and cycling and 
consulting on updates to the 
Highway Code to better protect 
vulnerable road users and advise 
drivers on safe techniques such as 
leaving at least 1.5m when passing 
a cyclist and using the Dutch Reach 
when opening car doors

•   Commencing Part 6 of the Traffic 
Management Act 2004 to allow 
local authorities to enforce moving 
traffic offences such as entering 
mandatory cycle lanes

•    Establishing regional cycle crime 
enforcement partnerships based 
on hotspot intelligence to disrupt 
organised cycle theft

•    Providing clear guidance on 
designing for inclusive cycling, 
considering access for all types 
of rider and cycle and removing 
exclusionary barriers

•    Increasing storage space for cycles 
on trains and at stations

•    Ensuring major new rail corridors 
support local and national plans 
for traffic-free cycle links between 
communities

•    Ensuring all new housing and 
business developments are built 
around making sustainable travel 
the first choice for journeys.

Key design principles from the new guidance are based around cycling as a form of mass transit. 
Routes must be designed for larger numbers of cyclists, and for users of all ages and abilities.
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The Highway Code review: cycling is a  social activity
As part of its 'Gear Change' strategy, the Department for Transport is consulting upon proposed changes to the 
Highway Code, to improve safety for vulnerable road users. While Camcycle welcomes the review, we believe 
that additional work needs to be done, particularly in relation to Rule 66. Matthew Danish explains why.

Rule 66 covers riding in groups, what 
you may carry, and being considerate. 
You can see the existing rule below, 
with the proposed text next to it. I’ll say 
it straight up: the proposed changes to 
the first half of the rule are broken and 
just as misguided as the existing text. The 
authors of this document and the changes 
have completely missed the point of 
why people ride side-by-side. They are 
focused on a sporting frame-of-reference, 
in which drivers and cyclists jockey for 
position on narrow country roads. That 
particular aspect might be important for 
1-2% of people who are riding cycles, 
but the significance of side-by-side riding 
is relevant to 100% of people, yet goes 
completely unmentioned in either text.

People are social beings and cycling 
is a social activity. This is something that 
should be understood by every designer, 
engineer, planner, architect or any other 

person who deals with streets and 
public space, along with inclusivity and 
accessibility. People are not machines. We 
are human and we want to be alongside 
other humans. Parents need to be able 
to cycle alongside their children, to talk 
to them, to help them along, to be part 
of their life. Friends need to be able to 
talk to each other, just like when walking, 
or riding in a car. This is particularly well 
understood in the Netherlands, where 
side-by-side cycling is sacrosanct.

Social cycling is also the key to enabling 
‘mass cycling’, the situation where large 
numbers of people are cycling at the same 
time in the same place on a regular basis, 
and everyone needs to get along with all 
other road users. The only way that can 
work is through human interaction and 
consideration, the same way that people 
can easily navigate crowded places on 
foot. There is a certain tendency in the 

engineering world to reduce every 
problem to numbers and to see cycling 
in isolation, rather than being a feature 
that springs out of liveable, sociable 
streets and neighbourhoods. 

When put in terms of people 
as social beings, then it is obvious 
that cycling side-by-side is essential 
human behaviour. Therefore, there 
must not be any circumstances under 
which harm to a person cycling feels 
justifiable by a driver or a judge because 
of side-by-side riding. Drivers who 
harass or honk at people riding side-
by-side are behaving in a criminal or 
anti-social fashion, no different than if 
they harassed, shouted at, or assaulted 
people walking side-by-side. We would 
never demand that drivers remove the 
front passenger seat from their cars, and 
in return drivers must treat people cycling 
side-by-side with due care and respect.

NATIONAL NEWS

CURRENT RULE PROPOSED CHANGE CAMCYCLE REVISION
Rule 66 (proposed)
You should
 •  be in control of your cycle at all 

times
 •  not ride too closely behind another 

vehicle
 •  be considerate of other road users, 

particularly blind and partially 
sighted pedestrians, and horse 
riders (see Rule H1). Let them know 
you are there when necessary, for 
example, by calling out or ringing 
your bell if you have one. It is 
recommended that a bell be fitted

 •  feel free to cycle side-by-side if you 
are travelling with others because 
cycling is a social activity, but try 
not to take up more space than 
necessary and be considerate of 
others around you. Drivers and 
other road users who wish to pass 
should wait until it is safe and then 
give sufficient space when passing, 
ensuring not to startle nor force 
anyone to take evasive action (see 
Rule 163).



21Autumn 2020  CAMCYCLE

Other notes about rule 66
One of the bullet points in the rule claims 
that you should not carry anything 
‘which affects your balance‘. This seems 
to imply that you should not wear or 
carry anything at all, because on a bike 
everything affects your balance in some 
way or another. This bullet point should 
be dropped, since the plain meaning of it 
could potentially be used to discriminate 
against people for doing perfectly normal 
activities such as carrying children or 
cargo with them on a bike.

On the final bullet point: we want 
everyone to be considerate on the 
roads and take care, especially around 
vulnerable road users. Here, the 
government’s proposed changes seem 
reasonable. However, we think the 
entire rule could be rephrased in terms  
of considerate and social cycling.  
Because cycling is a social activity, 
it implies social awareness of the  
needs of people around you, thinking 
about others, and making adjustments 
to accommodate them considerately. 
Much of the rest of the existing 
rule 66 text is either pointless  
or could be incorporated into other rules. 

Camcycle's revision
Our justification for the change to the 
'two abreast' reference falls under the 
five core cycling principles from LTN 
1/20 (see page 22). Comfort, because a 
family cycling together is going to feel 
much better if they can stay in a group. 
Attractiveness, because more people 
will cycle when they can treat it as social 
activity rather than isolated exercise. 
The key understanding is that people are 
not machines. Cycling is a social activity: 
we hope others see the importance of 
getting this principle right, and join us in 
pushing for this change.

Rule 1: Hierarchy of 
responsibility / users
This rule would establish the 
principle that people in charge of the 
largest vehicles, with the potential 
to cause the most harm in a 
collision, bear the greatest 
responsibility to reduce the danger 
they pose to others.    

Rules 2/3/76: Junction priority
All people/vehicles going straight 
ahead would have right of way over 
those turning left.  

Rule 66: Group riding
New proposals (see left) to remove 
the rule that cyclists may never 
ride more than two abreast.    

Rule 163: Overtaking rules
The new rule would advise drivers 

to keep a minimum distance of 1.5m 
from cyclists where traffic speeds are 
under 30mph, or 2m where speeds 
are over 30mph, with more space 
needed for large vehicles or in bad 
weather. It also confirms that cyclists 
are permitted to filter through 
stationary traffic on either side.

Rule 239: Opening car doors
The new rule would advise people to 
use the Dutch Reach technique, using 
the hand on the opposite side to the 
door they are opening. 

 Rules 72/213: Road positioning
This rule refers to two basic road 
positions – ‘primary’ and ‘secondary’ 
– which cyclists should adopt, 
depending on the situation, rather 
than riding by the kerb.

Rule 140: Cycle lanes and tracks
Drivers are advised that cyclists don’t 
have to use cycle lanes or cycle 
tracks, and that when they do drivers 
should give way to them when 
turning or changing lane.

Rule 151: Allowing pedestrians 
and cyclists to cross in front in 
slow-moving traffic
Drivers should allow pedestrians and 
cyclists to cross in front of them in 
slow-moving traffic.

Rule 178: Advanced stop lines
New advice for drivers to stop as 
soon as possible when signals turn 
red, allow extra space behind the ASL 
if driving a large vehicle and give 
cyclists time and space to move off.

Rule 186: Drivers to give priority 
to cyclists at roundabouts
Drivers are advised to give priority 
and plenty of room to cyclists on a 
roundabout, not attempt to overtake 
within their lane, and allow cyclists to 
move across their path as they travel 
around the roundabout.

The Highway Code review: cycling is a  social activity

GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT ON CYCLING

THE DFT'S PROPOSED HIGHWAY CODE CHANGES

     This is an abridged version of a 
blogpost published in August 2020. 
Read the full article and other posts 
about the Highway Code review at 
camcycle.org.uk/highwaycode 
     Respond to the consultation survey 
on changes to the Highway Code  
(deadline 27 October) at  
tinyurl.com/highwaycodesurvey
     Cycling UK have prepared a 
response template as part of their own 
Highway Code campaign. Find it at  
cyclinguk.org/safer-highway-code-cyclists

https://www.camcycle.org.uk/blog/tag/highway-code/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/K736D5/
https://www.cyclinguk.org/safer-highway-code-cyclists
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New cycling guidelines a huge step 
forward for inclusive cycling
The long-awaited Cycle Infrastructure 
Design manual, known as Local Transport 
Note (LTN) 1/20, was finally released on 
28 July 2020. From the very beginning, 
it promises to be a massive step forward 
for safe, inclusive and general-purpose 
cycling throughout England and Northern 
Ireland (separate guidance applies to 
Wales and Scotland).

In the document's foreword, Chris 
Heaton-Harris MP says the guidelines aim 
to make sure that cycling becomes a form 
of mass transit in more places around the 
UK (in London cycle journeys now make 
up a third of rush-hour traffic and large 
increases in cycling have been seen during 
the Covid-19 lockdown). The government 
say that they want to make sure that 
cycling is no longer treated as marginal, or 
an afterthought, but placed at the heart 
of the transport network, with the capital 
spending, road space and traffic planners’ 
attention befitting that role.

Key to this promise is the statement 
that government funding for new cycle 
infrastructure will only be allocated to 
schemes that are designed in a way 
that is consistent with this national 
guidance. Funding for any local highways 
investment, even where the main element 
is not cycling or walking, is dependent on 
the project delivering or improving cycling 

infrastructure to the standards laid down 
in LTN 1/20. This is pretty strong stuff, 
although the test will be in the ability of 
the proposed inspectorate, Active Travel 
England (see page 18) to enforce this.

The five core design principles which 
represent the essential requirements to 
achieve more people travelling by cycle or 
on foot are the same as those used in the 
Netherlands: networks and routes should 
be coherent, direct, safe, comfortable 
and attractive. As with Dutch CROW 
Manuals for Bicycle Traffic, LTN 1/20 
also puts network planning ahead of 
other design considerations, although 
it does not go into quite as much detail. 
Still, this document is twice as long as 
the guidelines it replaces (LTN 2/08) and 
there are plenty of diagrams, tables and 
photos to illustrate best practice, along 
with some examples of what not to do 
under each core principle – which may 

elicit a good laugh or sigh from many 
Camcycle members!

Imagery is hugely improved from LTN 
2/08 which featured a young helmeted 
male on the cover and photos almost 
exclusively of standard two-wheeled 
bicycles. In LTN 1/20 the influence of 
the charity Wheels for Wellbeing is clear  
throughout the document and it's good 
to see photographs of their campaigner 
Kevin Hickman using his recumbent 
tricycle on a snowy cycle track.

Phil Jones, one of the key advisors on 
the document, makes clear that one of 
the most significant changes is the focus 
on what is inclusive, not just what is safe. 
This can be seen in the new Junction 
Assessment Tool which ranks junctions 
from those 'suitable for only confident 
existing cyclists' to those 'suitable for all 
potential and existing cyclists'. LTN 1/20 
acknowledges that high-quality cycle 
infrastructure should work for all; no 
more 'dual network' approach of forcing 
cyclists to choose between inconvenient 
shared-use pavements and a hostile  
on-road environment. Camcycle is 
already using the guidelines to scrutinise 
local planning applications: let's hope 
their influence becomes quickly apparent.

The new guidelines make clear that cycle infrastructure must be inclusive. For example, 
designers should ensure that objects between the carriageway surface and a height of 2.4m 
are visible from an eye height in the range of 0.8m to 2.2m. These values accommodate a 
range of cyclists including recumbent users, children and adults.

The new guidelines  
aim to make sure that 
cycling becomes a form  
of mass transit in more 
places around the UK
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https://www.oxwash.com/
https://www.oxwash.com/
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Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP)

With the second tranche of funding worth up to £400m 
approved by central government, it was good to see several 
cycling schemes gain approval at the GCP Executive Board 
meeting on 25 June. 

Our preferred 'option 2' Madingley Road walking and 
cycling scheme proceeded to the detailed design stage and 
scheme proposals and budgets were agreed for the Melbourn, 
Comberton and St Ives Greenways. 

A decision on the Cambridge to Cambourne public transport 
route was deferred, but work continues on another big project 
in the south-east of the city. As part of this, a new signalised 
Toucan crossing is currently being built at the Babraham 
Research Campus roundabout to help pedestrians, cyclists 
and equestrians to cross the A1307 safely. In the north of the 
city, there is progress on the Chisholm Trail with a new jetty 
link for National Cycle Network 51 expected to reopen later in 
the autumn. The installation of the Abbey-Chesterton bridge 
should take place soon with the Newmarket Road underpass by 
the Leper Chapel scheduled for spring 2021. The full Phase 1 
section of the Trail is expected to open later next year.

Cycling for all: are local authorities 
moving fast enough for active travel?  

Our 'Cycling for All' campaign calls for a commitment from local decision-makers to invest in and deliver 
cycling for all ages and abilities. This has become even more important in response to the global pandemic. 
All our local authorities have been encouraging people to cycle and walk where possible as we emerge from 
lockdown – to the shops, to work and to school. But what have they been doing to make this happen?

LOCAL NEWS

Cambridgeshire County Council

The work of the county council's cycling project team hit the 
headlines when the first Dutch roundabout in the UK opened in 
July (see page 6). Despite issues around cost, which we believe 
should be investigated, this truly was a groundbreaking project. 
However, work on the experimental schemes to deliver more 
space for cycling and walking during the pandemic (see next 
page) have been less impressive, with the county falling behind 
many other areas of the country in its response.

At the latest meeting of the Highways and Transport 
Committee, county cycling champion Cllr Noel Kavanagh 
questioned whether walking and cycling was being taken 
seriously as part of the Wisbech Access highway schemes. The  
response was that officers had made 'suitable provision for the 
level of need and demand that was currently envisaged, plus some 
additional capacity'. In light of new guidelines from government 
(see page 16), more work is likely to be needed in future to 
guarantee central funding for transport schemes like this.

In the same meeting, members approved by a majority to 
adopt a Vision Zero strategy, working towards no deaths or 
severe injuries on the region's roads by 2040 (see more below). 

VISION ZERO LAUNCH COINCIDES WITH DEADLY PERIOD FOR CYCLISTS ON COUNTY ROADS
The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety 
Partnership has been renamed the 'Vision Zero Partnership' 
for the next stage in its strategy, spanning 2020-2030. The 
new strategy adopts the internationally-recommended 
'Safe System' approach – safer roads, safer speeds, safer 
vehicles and safer road use – with a vision that the county 
council will work towards a vision of zero people killed on 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough’s roads by 2040, because 
zero is the only acceptable number of road deaths.

The accompanying target is to reduce annual reported 
killed or seriously injured (KSI) casualties by at least 50% to 
234 in 2030 compared to an average of 469 between 2014 
and 2018. Adding in less severe casualties, each year just 
over 2,500 people are killed or injured on the region's roads.

In 2017, County Councillor Noel Kavanagh called for every 
cycling collision to be investigated thoroughly, specifying 
that any investigation of a death should look closely at the 

effect of road layouts in order to make things safer for road 
users, especially at 'notorious' junctions such as the double 
roundabout at Lensfield Road or the junction of Brooklands 
Avenue and Trumpington Road.

2020 is already the most deadly year for cyclists in a long 
time, with over 70 cyclist deaths nationwide in the first seven 
months, compared with 98 in 2019. There have been three 
deaths in Cambridge since March, with two of them resulting 
from motor vehicle collisions at roundabouts. 

If the county council are serious about working towards 
'Vision Zero', it's time to start taking action.
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CURRENT CAMPAIGNS

Cambridgeshire 
& Peterborough 
Combined Authority 
(CPCA)

'Active travel like cycling and walking is 
win-win: good for health, good for the 
community, and good for the environment', 
wrote James Palmer on the CPCA Mayor's 
blog. The Combined Authority's latest 
announcement is a 12-month trial of 
e-bikes and e-scooters. The e-scooter trial 
will begin in central Cambridge, while the 
bikes are likely to be placed at rail stations 
across the county, Park & Ride sites 
and stops along the Busway. Camcycle 
will be closely observing the new trial 
with the expectation that lessons have 
been learnt from previous dockless 
schemes, particularly around pavement 
obstruction. Helping people to minimise 
driving during the pandemic will be vital to 
keep everyone safe and healthy over the 
coming months, so having these vehicles 
available to hire at low cost should allow 
more people to choose sustainable travel 
for short journeys and for the first or last 
mile of longer journeys.
     Read our full response at  
camcycle.org.uk/escooterblog

Cambridge City Council

At the beginning of July, the city council 
were advising residents and visitors to 
'walk or cycle to the city centre if possible', 
but this message was lost by the end of 
the month when a three-month cut-price 
parking deal of £1 an hour was launched. 
The scheme takes a sledgehammer to 
efforts to boost active travel and revive 
use of public transport and contributes to 
the mixed messaging already coming out 
of central government.

Another trial begins on 1 September 
which should benefit cyclists, pedestrians 
shoppers and diners in the Peas Hill area: 
drivers leaving the Grand Arcade car park 
will no longer be able to turn right down 
Corn Exchange Street. However, motor 
vehicle access will remain for those turning 
into the road from Downing Street.

On 16 June, the county council unanimously approved a countywide initiative to 
test experimental schemes that create more space for walking and cycling during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Thanks to the ambition of their 'Tranche 1' schemes, 
the Department for Transport allocated them a larger budget than expected and 
they submitted an application for 'Tranche 2'  on 7 August. Action on the streets 
continues to be slow and disappointing though, with many proposals cancelled or 
postponed. The CPCA reports that average levels of daily car use in some parts of 
the region, such as South Cambridgeshire, were already as much as 24% higher 
than pre-lockdown levels before schools returned in September. New safe routes 
for walking and cycling are long overdue.

MILL ROAD BUS GATE
Mill Road bus gate is now fully operational 
with many local residents welcoming the 
cleaner air and more social streets. We'd like 
to see more improvements to support traders 
and increase access, particularly for those with 
disabilities. Clear signage at each end of the 
road and higher-quality pavement widening 
are the most urgent measures needed.  

GCP MODAL FILTERS
New modal filters which will stop rat-running 
and open up safe space for walking and 
cycling were installed by the GCP from late 
August. These include a bus gate on Silver 
Street and modal filters in residential roads 
including Bateman Street, Nightingale Avenue, 
Storey's Way and Luard Road (right).

OTHER SCHEMES
There are various other schemes across the region. A pop-up cycle lane on 
Crescent Bridge in Peterborough was welcomed by local campaigners but other 
interventions in the town centre were dropped. A one-way system on Bell Hill 
and Winders Lane in Histon may not deliver the expected level of benefit for 
local cyclists. Campaigners in Huntingdonshire and Milton village have been 
frustrated by the lack of action and local support in their areas.     

Camcycle urges supporters to keep writing in 
support of safe and healthy spaces to breathe

SUPPORT 
SPACES TO 
BREATHE

PLEASE WRITE IN SUPPORT OF THESE SCHEMES            
     Local councillors via writetothem.com
     Official emails: policyandregulation@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 CovidTransportSchemes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 contactus@greatercambridge.org.uk 
     Newspapers and social media

mailto:policyandregulation@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:CovidTransportSchemes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:contactus@greatercambridge.org.uk
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/blog/2020/08/new-trial-of-e-bikes-and-e-scooters-in-cambridgeshire-needs-close-monitoring-to-ensure-it-contributes-effectively-to-active-travel-goals/
https://www.writetothem.com/
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS

18/1678/FUL (‘B2/F2’ at Cambridge Station)

We continue to object to plans for 
two new buildings in the Cambridge 
station area as they fail to safeguard 
the Chisholm Trail route (as specified in 
Policy 80 of the Local Plan) or provide 
safe, high-quality provision for cyclists.

Following the rejection of the 
developer's proposals at the Planning 
Committee on 17 June, a revised design 
document was prepared which included  
a new layout for cycle access to Station 
Square from Devonshire Road and the 
northern part of the Chisholm Trail. The 

designs included tight corners and a 
bizarre 'cycle mini roundabout' (see inset 
diagram below). 

In our response, we proposed 
solutions to this area and also supported 
Smarter Cambridge Transport's diagram 
showing a proposal for a protected and 
segregated cycle route along Great 
Northern Road and behind One Station 
Square. This would require a realignment 
of the ground floor of building 'F2', 
but would safeguard a route for the 
Chisholm Trail which avoids the busy 

mini roundabout at the end of Great 
Northern Road used by over 6,000 
motor vehicles a day. 

We will still campaign strongly for 
an improved route across the Station 
Square itself, but the Chisholm Trail 
will be used by many people travelling 
north to south and bypassing the 
station: this new proposal is currently 
the best chance to obtain a safe, clear 
route suitable for all ages and abilities, 
both existing and potential cyclists.  
We expect the Chisholm Trail to attract 
high numbers of cyclists, especially at 
peak times, and they must be protected 
from high volumes of motor traffic along 
all parts of the route.

The changes suggested here which 
are outside the application site can be 
achieved with the £500,000 of funding 
the developer pledged from the existing 
CB1 development for improvement of 
cycle infrastructure in the area.

Indicative map of a segregated route for the Chisholm Trail suitable for those who are bypassing Station Square (based on original drawings 
from Smarter Cambridge Transport). 

      Find out more and join the 
discussion on Cyclescape thread 2838

      We welcome new volunteers to help 
us respond to planning applications. To 
get involved or find out more, email us 
at contact@camcycle.org.uk or visit 
Cyclescape thread 4290.

LOCAL NEWS

DEVELOPER DESIGN

CAMCYCLE SOLUTION

SEE DETAIL 
BELOW

mailto:contact@camcycle.org.uk
https://camcycle.cyclescape.org/threads/2838
https://camcycle.cyclescape.org/threads/4290


27Autumn 2020  CAMCYCLE

CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL 
COMMITTEES

We encourage Camcycle members to attend council 
meetings to find out more about local developments and 
speak up on behalf of active travel. 

Planning Committee and Area Committee meetings 
often include cycling and walking issues. Development 
Control Forum and Joint Development Control Committee 
meetings determine planning applications relating to 
major housing development proposals.

     You can usually find agendas online about a week in 
advance at cambridge.gov.uk/democracy (city council) and 
tinyurl.com/CCCdemocracy (county council). 

At the time of writing, all meetings are online. Please check 
the websites above in case meetings have been cancelled, or 
times or venues changed, and for details of how to view or 
participate in online meetings.

Development Control Forum  
9 September, 14 October and 11 November at 10am 
(to be confirmed).

East Area Committee 
17 September and 3 December at 7pm.

Joint Development Control Committee 
16 September, 21 October, 18 November at 10.30am. 

Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board  
1 October at 4pm.

Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly  
10 September at 2pm. 

Highways and Transport Committee (county council) 
15 September, 6 October and 10 November at 10am.

North Area Committee  
3 September and 19 November at 6.30pm.

Planning Committee  
2 September, 11 October, 4 November, 2 December at 10am.

Planning and Transport Scrutiny Committee  
29 September at 5.30pm.

South Area Committee  
7 September and 30 November at 7pm.

Transport & Infrastructure Committee (Combined Authority)  
9 September and 4 November at 10am.

West Central Area Committee  
10 September and 26 November, 7.30pm.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Subscribe to our 
YouTube channel
for videos of our 
monthly meetings, 
cycling news & 
resources 

Join us at camcycle.org.uk/videos

https://democracy.cambridge.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Home.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs-cq9ANOfeEjWOAaJorcdA
http://schoolruncentre.co.uk/
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CAMCYCLE NEWS

It feels strange to be planning our AGM 
in these uncertain times but plan it we 
must, and we must do so with the best 
knowledge we have to hand right now. 
Therefore, following examination of our 
constitution and advice from the Charity 
Commission, the trustees have decided 
that the best course of action is to hold 
our next AGM online. 

When we have finalised details of the 
meeting, including how to vote, we will 
publish them in the Winter magazine, 
on our website and share them in our 
weekly emails.

To ensure we have plenty of time to 
prepare for the AGM and share important 
information with our members, the 
deadline for trustee nominations and 
motions will be 5pm on 18 December. 

If it becomes possible to have physical 
events with a significant number of 
people by the time of the AGM, we will 
organise a social catch-up around the 
same time. We’re really looking forward 
being able to see each other again. 

Camcycle AGM 2021

2020 has been a huge year for Camcycle. 
Despite the challenges of Covid-19 
we’ve gone from strength to strength, 
providing good advice for people during 
the pandemic, presenting a strong vision 
for safe travel now and in the future, 
continuing to improve our governance, 
increasing our membership numbers 
and growing our income. Much of this 
has been thanks to the leadership of our 
board of trustees. 

If you’re interested in learning more 
about being a Camcycle charity trustee, 
then please get in touch. We recognise 
the need to improve the diversity of 
our board and to ensure that it reflects 
the community that we represent: 
our members and all those who cycle 
(or could cycle) in Cambridge and the 
surrounding area. We’d like to extend a 
particular invitation to women, people 
from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
backgrounds, parents, disabled people 
and people who live outside Cambridge 
city. We can be flexible and work with 
new trustees to ensure our meetings 
and processes are accessible. Our recent 
governance survey showed there was 
a high level of satisfaction with our 

trustees, and integrity and accountability 
were highlighted as key strengths of our 
leadership group. 

Being a Camcycle trustee is rewarding 
and provides plenty of learning 
opportunities across a wide range of 
fields. There are some skills we would 
like to have more of on our board, 
including HR, finance/accounting, legal, 
communications, business development 
and fundraising; however, all backgrounds 
are welcome. The most important thing 
is that you are passionate about cycling 
and representing your community. 

Be a Camcycle trustee and help shape our work

Camcycle trustees at our AGM in January 2020.

     To find out more about being a 
Camcycle trustee and to download 
the trustee nomination form, visit 
camcycle.org.uk/becomeatrustee

     More information about our 
charitable status and purposes can be 
found at camcycle.org.uk/charity

     You can view our annual reports  
for the last three years at  
camcycle.org.uk/annualreports

Cambridge Festival  
of Cycling
All of the events for the Cambridge 
Festival of Cycling have been 
cancelled for 2020. We hope to be 
able to restart the festival in 2021, 
but will continue to be cautious as 
we plan our schedules.

Monthly meetings
Since April, we have been holding 
virtual meetings on the first 
Tuesday of the month (see page 5), 
streaming live on Facebook at 7pm 
with footage later uploaded to our 
website and YouTube channel.  
We are not planning to resume 
face-to-face meetings until 
sometime in the new year.
     View at camcycle.org.uk/videos

EVENTS UPDATE

Save the date: 2pm, Saturday 23 January 2021

     Find out more about the 2021 AGM 
at camcycle.org.uk/agm-2021

https://www.camcycle.org.uk/about/charity/boardoftrustees/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/about/charity/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/about/annualreports/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/agm-2021
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs-cq9ANOfeEjWOAaJorcdA
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CAMCYCLE SUPPORTERS

We’d like to thank Arm, a global technology 
company headquartered in Cambridge, 
for their generous donation of £5,000 
to Camcycle this summer to support our 
work for more, better and safer cycling 
for all. The grant was provided from Arm’s 
COVID-19 Community Fund, established 
to provide support to charities and non-
profit organisations serving those most 
significantly affected by COVID-19 in the 
communities surrounding Arm’s offices.

We’re pleased to see that Arm is 
continuing to support staff with initiatives 
to keep people cycling during the 
pandemic. Arm colleagues not only took 
part in the ‘Love to Ride’ National Cycle 
Challenge during June, but between 3 and 
13 August, the Arm Wellbeing team also 
created its own Internal Global Cycling 
Challenge. The initial aim was to ‘virtually 
visit’ as many Arm offices around the 
world as possible whilst raising money for 
UNICEF. The team soon beat this target, 
travelling a total of 30,582  kilometres - 

over three times the distance between 
their Cambridge and Taipei offices, and 
raising over £2,000 for charity!

‘Arm has always been a strong 
supporter of cycle commuting to the 
workplace, but COVID-19 has certainly 
been a key influence in encouraging more 
people to dust off their bikes and get out 
for that essential exercise regime during 
lockdown. Quieter roads have given 
confidence to the not-so-experienced 
cyclists, like myself. I recently purchased 
a Dutch bike and have enjoyed some 
very nice gentle rides out locally’, said Jill 
Laughlin, office manager and travel for 
work lead at Arm.

The recent opening of the Fendon 
Road Dutch-style roundabout (along 
with other planned cycle routes 
promised in Cambridge) has added to the 
existing cycle infrastructure surrounding 
the Arm head office, making the cycling 
environment safer for all. We’re pleased 
to see a local employer getting behind 
the changes needed to ensure their 
staff can cycle safely to work and for 
their other transport and leisure trips.  
Thank you Arm!

Thank you Arm for supporting cycling for all

I have been the travel for work lead since 
I joined Arm in January 2013 and started 
the travel for work programme. I’ve 
introduced many related objectives and 
targets over the years and I work closely 
with the six user groups at Arm under 
the ‘Commute to Work’ programme, 
promoting alternative sustainable travel 
options to our colleagues.

I meet regularly with the Bike User 
Group at Arm to discuss any cycling-

related topics and keep everyone up to 
date with news on local projects and 
offer support to any cycling-related 
requests.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
I personally have experienced that 
finding fewer cars on the road has 
given me the confidence to get back 
on a bike. Having gone through full 
replacement knee surgery three years 
ago (which took me a long time to fully 
recover from), I did not think I would 
see the day when I would be able to 
cycle again; I was a little wobbly at first 
but am gaining confidence every time I 
venture out and really enjoying it.

I bought a Dutch bike from a small 
local business and gradually increased 
my journeys and have thoroughly 
enjoyed exploring my nearby cycle 
routes. I am looking forward to more 
cycle routes being introduced, which 
would definitely encourage me to go 
that little bit further and feel safe.

     Arm's cycle-friendly policies were 
featured in Business Weekly in 2017. 
Read more at tinyurl.com/armcycling
     To find out more about becoming  
a corporate supporter, please email 
contact@camcycle.org.uk

Arm employees have been encouraged to cycle to work for 
some time and the company's range of cycle-friendly initiatives 
have included participating in Camcycle's Reach Ride.

REDISCOVERING MY CYCLING CONFIDENCE 
Jill Laughlin, Arm travel for work lead

mailto:contact@camcycle.org.uk
https://www.businessweekly.co.uk/news/travel-and-transport/wheelie-good-arm-and-university-get-their-bikes-cambridge


WORKING
CHANGEFOR

In and around Cambridge, volunteers are working hard to create 
more liveable streets and a brighter future for the next generation. 
Discover their top tips for campaigning and get involved!
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LOCAL GROUPS

Local community groups bring considerable benefits including neighbourly support and the chance to get to know people you might not 
otherwise encounter. They can also make a significant impact when united by a common goal, particularly when the group can demonstrate 
clearly how their proposals fit with a bigger picture. At Camcycle’s August meeting, guest speakers from five local action groups shared their 
experiences and suggestions for successful campaigning together. You can watch the full meeting at camcycle.org.uk/videos

Andrew Milbourn 

HURST PARK ESTATE 
RESIDENTS' 
ASSOCIATION 
   hpera.co.uk

Campaign catalyst
Plans for development of Milton  
Road including the removal of all vegetation and the 
building of what looked like a 'bus motorway'.

Key strategies
•  Be focused  
Hurst Park Estate Residents' Association 
(HPERA) has a clear aim: ‘To strengthen the 
community and protect and enhance the 
physical character of the estate’.

•  Work in partnership 
With Camcycle, the group joined the Milton 
Road Alliance to develop an alternative plan 
which included trees and segregated cycle lanes. 
They liaised with 
local councillors 
and persuaded 
the Greater 
Cambridge 
Partnership of the 
wider benefits of 
their alternative. 
This resulted in a much improved scheme.
    
•  Maintain relationships 
HPERA have been involved with a number of 
projects since, including the planned North East 
Cambridge development which affect traffic 
levels in their area, and the relationships they 
built with planners, councillors and groups such 
as Camcycle have been important in this work.

•  Expect difference 
At times, being a residents’ group with broad aims 
means that it can be difficult to reach consensus,  
which can reduce decision-making to lowest 
common denominators. Engagement levels also 
vary depending on the extent to which individuals 
will be affected by proposals HPERA is dealing with.

Dan Strauss 

SAVE YOUR CYCLE ROUTE (SYCR)    facebook.com/saveyourcycleroute

Campaign catalyst
The Greater Cambridge 
Partnership (GCP) proposing 
Adams Road for the final 
stage of the Cambourne 
to Cambridge Busway. 
This would have added 
significant numbers of 
buses to a busy cycle route.

Key Strategies
•  Gather facts and data 
After discovering that the data on cycle usage needed updating, 
Save Your Cycle Route  (SYCR) began counting daily cyclists. 
They found the number to be 91% higher than the GCP predicted.

•  Get reading 
The SYCR team immersed 
themselves in relevant official 
documents to learn about how their 
plan fitted with the bigger picture.

•  Involve local politicians 
The campaign team wrote to their 
MPs and encouraged them to join 
them publicly; this led to further 
publicity.

•  Gather supporters 
SYCR found that, although many 
people they spoke with had their 
own, different agenda, once the 
issues had been explained, everyone 
recognised the central flaw in the 
GCP’s plan. This meant that they 
could unite.

•  Seek expertise  
SYCR crowdfunded traffic and planning consultants; Camcycle 
also helped to advise the campaign.

•  Use the power of social media  
The campaign used posters to help spread their message 
and used social media to get people engaged. They uploaded 
freedom of information requests, key slides from GCP 
presentations and visuals of how the road was planned. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs-cq9ANOfeEjWOAaJorcdA
https://www.facebook.com/saveyourcycleroute/
https://hpera.co.uk/
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WORKING FOR CHANGE

Professor Nick Finer 

CYCLE SAFETY IN STOREY'S WAY 
   twitter.com/NWCambsCycle
Campaign catalyst
The construction of the North West 
Cambridge development which meant 
that the cul-de-sac in Storey’s Way 
would become a major cycling route for 
all kinds of bikes despite its tight width-
restrictions. This small group formed 
alongside an existing Residents’ Association in order to focus 
on cycle safety.  

Key Strategies
•  Include key stakeholders
Cycle Safety in Storey's Way (CSSW) quickly expanded 
their communications beyond local residents to include key 
stakeholders. They held a meeting at Fitzwilliam College (on a 
nearby street) which aimed to explore the situation from different 
points of view, help with fact-finding and outline future changes 
and challenges. As well as 
sharing their own concerns, 
they invited speakers 
including local MPs, the 
new development’s project 
officer and safety experts 
to inform attendees about 
the complexities involved 
in the issue.

•  Be professional 
The campaign put together and circulated a report 
which contained pictures to illustrate problems. They also issued 
press releases to help the local media disseminate the story.

•  Be informed
CSSW read related official documents in detail. It took time but 
informed their report and, as a result, their own document has 
continued to be useful (for example when emergency COVID-19 
measures have been considered locally).

•  Work together
After the meeting, and the dissemination of their report and 
publicity, campaign action continued through the local Residents’ 
Association rather than through the CSSW group – mainly because 
active members straddled both parties. CSSW’s groundwork led to 
the RA getting a grant of £100k to review traffic control measures 
including professional advice, consultation with interested 
parties and implementation. CSSW have been instrumental in 
balancing discussion with members of the RA as, even if people 
cycle themselves, they may be opposed to changes which would 
inconvenience car drivers in their own street.

Rosalind Lund 

ARBURY ROAD EAST 
RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION 
   arera.org.uk

Campaign catalyst
Milton Road development 
plans (see page 31). In 2016, residents at the 
eastern end of Arbury Road realised that their 
concerns and interests didn’t coincide with the 
pre-existing Residents’ Association. Since then, a 
cycle route has been installed which stops before 
the eastern end of Arbury Road, where the 
carriageway tapers, pavements are narrow and 
there is no safe space for cyclists on the road.

Key strategies
•  Be official 
After an informal start, Arbury Road East 
Residents Association (ARERA), followed advice 
to become an official Residents Association. 
They joined the Federation of Cambridge 
Residents' Associations (FeCRA) held an initial 
public meeting at their local church, elected a 
committee and prepared their first AGM.

•  Seize the moment 
When Arbury Road was closed due to works, 
ARERA members benefitted from less traffic. 
They sent out a questionnaire to find out what 
other local people thought of the road closure. 
The majority of participants voted in favour of 
some sort of modal filter which would keep the 
road quiet after the works had finished. When 
emergency measures were announced during 
the Covid-19 crisis, ARERA used this evidence of 
local support for a modal filter.

•  Keep campaigning  
Approval for the emergency modal filter on 
Arbury Road was withdrawn temporarily due to 
ongoing roadworks elsewhere. ARERA is using 
the time to fact-find, completing traffic surveys 
to find out what impact these roadworks are 
having on Arbury Road, including the additional 
journey time a modal filter would add.

•  Seek expertise 
ARERA continue to consult with Camcycle – it 
helps to have one of its trustees living locally!

https://twitter.com/NWCambsCycle
https://arera.org.uk/
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LOCAL GROUPS

Susan van de Ven 

A10 CORRIDOR CYCLING CAMPAIGN 
   a10corridorcycle.com

Campaign catalyst
An increase in major employment sites between Cambridge and Royston highlighted the 
long-overdue need for a safe cycle route between the two places (read more on page 50).  

Key Strategies
•  Choose clear and winnable goals
The A10 Corridor Cycling Campaign knew they had a chance of achieving their aim because they’d read relevant documents: 
the 2001 census which helped inform the local transport plan showed higher than expected cycle commuting because of 
large employment sites in the area. The City Deal and other major plans also informed much of their campaign.

•  Look for the money
In the beginning, there wasn’t much money around for cycling. The campaign worked out that anywhere within a six-mile 
radius of Cambridge was more likely to get funding, so that’s the route section they focused on. Pots of funding for the rest 
of the scheme have been won bit by bit when sections of the route have been relevant to broader city and countywide plans.

•  Engage with local businesses
Travel to work is central to the local economy. The group got buy-in through cycling employees and persuaded businesses to 
endorse their campaign by signing an open letter, which they shared with the City Deal (now Greater Cambridge Partnership). 
Some businesses helped gather data on where and how their employees commuted; some offered financial support.

•  Broaden the campaign's reach
The campaign's work with schools resulted in junior travel ambassadors and students attending GCP board meetings. For 
the pupils, this provided an experience of democracy and they helped to persuade the board on relevant issues. The cycle 
path is designed as a non-motorised path, so the campaign also engaged non-cycling groups which would benefit.

In December 2020, we're delighted to welcome another local campaigner to speak at our meeting (see page 5 for full details). Sam Davies 
explains how the Queen Edith's Community Forum contributes to discussions and campaigns around cycling issues in the area.

QUEEN EDITH'S COMMUNITY FORUM 
   queen-ediths.info

If there’s one bit of the city which needs to get people travelling by 
sustainable transport, including cycling, it’s Queen Edith’s – the continual 
and extraordinary growth of the Cambridge Biomedical Campus threatens 
gridlock in our neighbourhood. The Community Forum is not a campaigning 
organisation but we see a role in fostering understanding of possible solutions 
to the traffic pressure the area is under that would contribute to improving 
local residents’ quality of life. So, for example, in January, we ran two design 
workshops enabling residents to think about opportunities to create a more 
liveable neighbourhood in and around Queen Edith’s Way. We were also due to run a cycling day at Nightingale 
Park in September, as part of the Cambridge Festival of Cycling, but sadly that has had to be postponed.

Given the number of major traffic schemes in Queen Edith’s, such as the Hills Road cycleways and Fendon Road roundabout 
redesign, we are keen to promote joined-up thinking and good project management to minimise the impact on residents. 
We are also concerned that new housing developments such as the GB1/2 sites on Worts’ Causeway should be properly 
integrated with the existing community and ran a Place Standard survey earlier this year to collect views on the strengths 
and weaknesses of our neighbourhoods. Some of us are active in Camcycle and Smarter Cambridge Transport, which helps 
enormously with building understanding and dialogue, and we are always wanting to hear to local residents’ views about 
how we can achieve our mission of making Queen Edith’s ‘a better and brighter place to be’.

https://a10corridorcycle.com/
https://queen-ediths.info/
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Covid-19 is such a massive global crisis; 
how can we focus on climate change 
too? Besides, didn’t the lockdown reduce 
emissions – that must be good news?

The pandemic has been awful – there’s 
no doubt about that. However, climate 
change is a greater long-term threat 
to humanity than Covid-19 and needs 
urgent attention.

During the pandemic, the global 
locking down of movement taught us 
some important lessons about the value 
of change when it comes to emissions. 
We saw an extreme shutdown in 
transport, such that by early April daily 
global CO2 emissions were down 17% 
compared with 2019. About half of this 
reduction was due to changes in surface 
transportation. What this shows us is that 
transport is a big part of the emissions 
problem and of the potential solution. 
To get to zero, many other things need 
tackling; but if we could lock in some of 
the changes we've already witnessed in 
surface transportation then it would be a 
big step in the right direction.

What’s the Paris Agreement and how 
does it affect Cambridgeshire?

The Paris Agreement is a landmark 
environmental accord that was adopted 
by nearly every nation in 2015. Countries 
agreed to limit average surface global 
temperature increases to well below 2°C 
(and aim for 1.5°C), recognising that this 
would substantially reduce the threat of 
dangerous climate change. To achieve 
this, it was agreed that we need to 
achieve zero net global carbon emissions 
by the second half of this century. 
Under the Agreement, each country 

must determine, plan and report on its 
contribution to mitigating global heating.

In 2019, the UK passed its own net 
zero emissions law, setting a target to 
bring its greenhouse gas emissions to 
net zero by 2050. Under social pressure, 
Cambridge City Council declared a 
climate emergency and called upon 
central government to extend local 
authority powers and provide the 
national policies and investment needed 
to reach net zero carbon by 2030.   

However, the reality is that the 
atmosphere doesn’t care about the date 
by which an area gets to net zero. Global 
heating is driven largely by the quantity 
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
– particularly carbon dioxide (CO2) – and 
it’s the cumulative amount of CO2 in the 
atmosphere that matters. So even if we 
could halve our emissions overnight, 
we’d still be adding CO2 to the blanket 
that already surrounds the earth and 
causes the heating we’re seeing. It’s 
essential that we get to zero emissions, 
and that we talk about carbon budgets 
rather than dates.

To be Paris-compliant, we know that 
globally from 2020 onwards, we can 
emit about 700 billion tonnes of carbon 
dioxide to have a two-thirds chance of 
staying well below the 2°C target. We can 
take that global carbon budget, assign 
it to different countries; then countries 
can subdivide that into different regions. 
For Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, 
that comes to about 32 million tonnes of 
CO2 in total, of which 15 million tonnes 
is allocated to transport from 2020 
onwards. This equates to a need to reduce 
our emissions by about 14% year on year.

ZERO CARBONTHE ROAD TO
Tony Eva of Carbon Neutral Cambridge explains the group's work to steer 
local decision-makers in the direction needed for a zero emissions future.

Travelling backwards: this bar chart shows how Cambridgeshire County Council failed to meet 
even its own modest target, with transport emissions up 25% on the county's predictions.

In 2015, the county council 
set an inadequate target to 
reduce transport emissions 
which they then missed by 
a long way – yet nobody's 
being held accountable and 
there's little public outcry
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What progress have we made?

Issued around the same time as the Paris 
Agreement, Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s third Local Transport Plan (LTP) 
included a CO2 reduction plan which 
aimed for a 20% reduction on 2005 
figures by 2020.

The latest data (2018) show actual 
transport emissions were 25% greater 
than those projected by Cambridgeshire 
County Council, despite plenty of talk 
about shifts to active transport. So our 
region has made no significant progress 
in reducing transport emissions. The 
county council set an inadequate target 
which they then missed by a long way – 
yet nobody’s being held accountable and 
there's little public outcry.

Last year the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Combined Authority 
(CPCA) published the latest LTP for our 
region. This fails to include projections 
of greenhouse gas emissions so Carbon 
Neutral Cambridge began working on 
models to estimate possible emissions 
scenarios. Despite some heroic 
assumptions (including CAM metro 
being delivered on schedule and 75% 
of cars being electric by 2035), the LTP 
appears to be a massive failure with 
respect to emissions. Our modelling of 
the LTP implied zero transport emissions 
would not be achieved before 2080 
and CO2 emissions from 2020 onwards 

would be about three times our allocated 
emissions budget for transport.   

Can this be solved by switching to 
electric cars and buses? Many people are 
buying electric these days.

Cars are a big problem and electric cars 
will not enable us to meet our emissions 
targets. The current electric car fleet is 
very small and more than 90% of new 
cars – which will be in the fleet for around 
10 years – are fossil fuel powered. Even 
if the sale of petrol and diesel cars ends 
in 2035, the rollout of e-vehicles will 
not be fast enough to help us reach our 
national emissions target by 2050 (even 
if we conveniently ignore the emissions 
associated with manufacture). As said by 

Professor Kevin Anderson: ‘We need to 
get away from this idea of moving 80kg 
of flesh around cities in 2000kg of metal. 
I think it’s clear that cars simply don’t 
belong in cities – so building EV charging 
infrastructure in cities is a terrible idea.’

Other cities have moved over to 
electric buses and perhaps Cambridge 
will at some point; however, this is 
insignificant relative to car use.

If you don’t think the Combined 
Authority’s plans will get us to zero 
carbon, what do you recommend?

When we look at where our transport 
emissions are coming from, passenger 

transport (cars, buses and motorbikes) 
makes 55% and goods transportation 
makes up 45% - but the latter percentage 
is growing. We need an LTP which 
considers goods as well as passengers 
and makes clear how to stop people 
using private cars.

We must focus on the rapid removal 
of cars (with exemptions for Blue Badge 
holders and a limited taxi fleet), aiming 
for largely car-free metropolitan areas 
by 2025. We also need to ensure rapid 
growth in active and public transport – 
for example by extending Greenways 
and incentivising the use of e-bikes. We 
should phase out city centre car parks, 
introduce workplace parking levies and 
remove on-street car parking in built-up 
areas. Of course, de-carbonising transport 
also means not building new roads.

In addition, perhaps one of the 
lessons we can learn from the lockdown 
experience is that we can significantly 
reduce travel and still operate many 
businesses. Video conferencing, rather 
than commuting to an office, would 
have an enormous impact on our travel 
emissions. We need to make it as easy as 
possible for people to avoid transporting 
themselves into Cambridge by car.

Car-free metropolitan areas in just five 
years? That’s not going to be popular…

Creating a shared vision of a city which 
is car-free is a challenge. We need to 

CARBON NEUTRAL CAMBRIDGE

ELECTRIC CAR
S 

ARE NOT THE 
ANSWER!

Moving over to electric buses is important, but this will have a very small impact on carbon 
emissions. What really needs to be tackled is the emissions from cars.
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consider what it would be like to quadruple the current number 
of buses, with an exponential rise in walking and cycling miles, 
with heavy goods vehicles being hydrogen-powered or making 
deliveries by rail.

Also, we mustn’t second guess what’s possible once people 
realise they’re in an emergency. Before the pandemic, there 
was a feeling that radical change was impossible. When 
Wuhan introduced lockdown, commentators remarked that 
it only worked because of China’s authoritarian state. When 
lockdowns were imposed elsewhere, however, we saw that 
many nations are capable of change at lightning speed when the 
messages from leadership are strong enough. It’s our failure of 
imagination that’s been at fault: we couldn’t imagine extreme 
changes to our daily lives – nor the rapid community action 
which arose from the need to work together and support one 
another. With political will, we can rally to achieve the required 
changes to adapt to climate change.

What role will cycling play?

During the pandemic, cycling boomed across the country 
as people moved away from cars and onto bikes. In order to 
capitalise on this huge gain for active travel, it’s imperative that 
people feel safe on their bikes – as they did in lockdown when 
there was very little traffic on the roads. Segregated cycle lanes 
are a good idea if we insist on mixing cyclists with cars, 
but they need to form a complete network which spans 
the city so that cyclists aren’t thrown into dangerous 
situations when they come to an end of a segregated 

route. To make cycling really safe, though, we simply need to 
move cars off the road. A cheap and immediate option is to 
introduce more modal filters – for example, using bollards or 
planters to close roads to through motor traffic.

E-bikes can also be an important part of the solution: for 
those who are less able to cycle for physical reasons or due to 
being further from the city, they offer speed and ease so could 
tempt many people who currently drive. Of course, there is an 
environmental cost to producing electric bike batteries but this 
is small compared with the cost of car manufacturing.

So, what should I be doing now?

The vast majority of us want action on climate change; yet 
when it comes to changing our behaviour, we find it difficult. 
We need to ask ourselves how seriously we are taking climate 
change and the extent to which we can each move away from 
motor transport and further towards active travel. 

If you’ve been using your car less since the start of 
lockdown, consider the ways in which you can make this 
change permanent. For many people, working from home has 
become a viable option thus removing the need to commute, 
and daily walking or cycling as a way of getting some exercise 
has increased. These are behavioural changes which we must 
embed - now.    

Of course, modelling the changes we want to see is only 
part of the solution. Schools and workplaces can lead on these 
issues and they should be encouraged to do so. We also need 
our key decision-makers to lead progress towards the local and 
national CO2 reduction commitments. In turn, they need us to 
encourage them to think that public opinion will support them 
to enact policy. Educating ourselves, talking to others about the 
issues and making our views clear to political leaders will assure  
them that climate change is a vital political issue on which their 
votes depend.

 

 

 

WORKING FOR CHANGE

The emissions reduction which will be achieved by the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Combined Authority's Transport Plan (top), is not 
enough to take the region to zero carbon. Only radical change will 
achieve the second figure – Carbon Neutral Cambridge's scenario.

RADICAL CHANGE  
IS POSSIBLE

We need to ask ourselves how seriously 
we are taking climate change and the 
extent to which we can each move away 
from motor transport towards active travel



This is how Click It Local works: Cambridge 
customers can order anything from their 
favourite local independent shops, on 
one website, with one payment, and have 
it all delivered to their doorstep in one 
consolidated delivery.

 The main reason why bikes work so 
well for Click It Local is that they are 
super-practical. They help us to avoid 
congestion, meaning that we can move 
between shops and people quickly 
and deliver the level of speed and 
convenience that today's consumers 
expect. In today's market, it's critical that 
independent retailers can offer efficient 
delivery services if they are to compete 
with bigger businesses.

 As well as being really practical, 
zero-emission bikes help to limit our 
carbon footprint, which is something 
we're passionate about. The businesses 
we work with care about this too, and 
there is significant, increasing customer 
demand for environmentally sound 
buying and selling. The desire for ethical 
consumption also means that many 
people feel strongly about supporting 

their high streets. Operating locally and 
by bike means that customers who need 
quick, online shopping can use Click It 
Local to support their community. 

 Although we love using bikes for 
their practical and ethical gains, our 
geographical reach is limited. In an 
ideal world, there would be a joined-
up network of delivery routes, suitable 
for the larger cargo-style bikes, with 
distribution hubs en route. This would 
mean, for example, that someone 
in Ely could order things from an 
independent shop in Cambridge and 
that Cambridge cycle couriers could 
coordinate collection from the shops; 

that the Ely and Cambridge cycle couriers 
could travel from their geographical 
bases to meet at a hub where the items 
could be transferred and cycled back to 
Ely for delivery to the customers. Public 
charging points for electrically-assisted 
cargo bikes would also mean that cycle 
couriers could travel further afield.

Supporting our community is really 
important to us. Cycling is very much 
at the heart of Cambridge as well as of 
Click it Local. We want to encourage 
Cambridge residents, businesses and the 
biking community to work together in a 
mutually supportive network. For this 
reason, we're delighted to be working 
with Zedify to help distribute Camcycle 
magazine to our customers.

 

21ST CENTURY
DELIVERIES
To achieve zero carbon emissions from transport, big changes are needed 
to deliveries. Click It Local founder Stephen Kock explains how their 
cycle-only service supports shoppers and businesses around Cambridge.

     Find out more and order your own 
cycle delivery at clickitlocal.co.uk

In an ideal world there 
would be a joined-up 
network of delivery routes 
for cargo bikes with 
distribution hubs en route

https://www.clickitlocal.co.uk/
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Are you inspired to work for cycle-friendly places and a sustainable future? Magazine co-editor and website 
volunteer Adam Jenkins explores some of the ways you can get involved with Camcycle's work for change.

Camcycle is a charity that has 
worked for over 25 years to 
make Cambridge a better place 

for cycling. The work of our volunteers 
has transformed the face of cycling in 
Cambridge and we are well respected by 
our many stakeholders including the city 
and county councils.

2020 has seen dramatic changes 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
We’ve seen a glimpse of what life could 
be like if active travel was prioritised over 
motorised transport. The coming months 
will be pivotal in improving cycling in 
Cambridge for years, if not decades, to 
come. Maybe you’ve joined since our 
Spaces to Breathe campaign, or you got 
on a bike for the first time for years to 
enjoy deserted streets in the early days 
of the lockdown. Or perhaps you’ve been 
a member for a while, and now want to 
get more involved – take a look at these 
ideas and we’ll see you soon!

Get informed about cycling 
issues in Cambridge
If you’re completely new to Camcycle and 
cycle campaigning, the best thing to do 
is get up to speed on what we’re doing 
and what’s happening around Cambridge. 
Here are some ways to do that:

•   Read the Camcycle email newsletter 
(weekly, for members only)

•   Read the Camcycle blog on our 
website at camcycle.org.uk/blog

•   Like/follow us on social media and 
share our posts so that even more 
people can hear about progress 
and developments for cycling in 
Cambridge 
– twitter.com/camcycle 
–  facebook.com/

CambridgeCyclingCampaign
     –  instagram.com/camcycleuk

•   Join our meetings  
Our monthly meeting is a great 
way to see other volunteers, find 
out what’s going on and listen to 
guest speakers talk about their 
experiences. It's currently live online, 
via our Facebook page, and available 
after the event on our website and 
YouTube channel. 
camcycle.org.uk/videos

•   Start using Cyclescape 
Our members' forum is one of our 
most important resources as it’s the 
place where we discuss the cycling 
issues in and around Cambridge. 
Get an account and join the group 
‘Cambridge Cycling Campaign’. 
camcycle.cyclescape.org

Get involved with  
campaigning
The main thrust of Camcycle's work is 
campaigning. Volunteers don’t need to have 
any experience and we need help with:

•   Communication   
e.g. writing, proofreading and editing 
for local campaign newsletters and 
other publications

•   Specialised skills: legal, HR, IT

•   Events: coordinating, first aid, 
marshalling, riding the stall bike, 
refreshments, putting out chairs etc.

•   Leadership including being a trustee 
(see page 28) or starting a local group

•   Coordinating campaigns: attending 
local consultation meetings and 
reporting them on Cyclescape, 
gathering and coordinating volunteers, 
organising petitions, designing 
surveys, conducting traffic surveys, 
liaising with other local groups

•   Planning: reviewing local planning 
applications, meeting developers, 
attending consultation events

WORKING FOR CHANGEWITHCAMCYCLE

A busy day in the Camcycle office!

https://www.camcycle.org.uk/blog/
https://twitter.com/camcycle
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeCyclingCampaign/
https://www.instagram.com/camcycleuk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs-cq9ANOfeEjWOAaJorcdA
https://camcycle.cyclescape.org/
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GET INVOLVED

•   Distribution: 
coordinating, stuffing envelopes  
and delivering campaign leaflets.

Get involved with 
communicating

Another important aspect of Camcycle’s 
activities is communicating what 
progress has been made, as well as what 
needs to be done, and how members and 
supporters can go about doing it. The 
kind of roles or tasks we need fulfilled 
are:

•     News articles and features for our 
website, social media channels and 
award-winning magazine

•   Photography and videography for 
campaigns and events

•   Contributions to the weekly update 
email for members

•   Magazine and leaflet design  
and layout

•   Delivery of our magazines 
throughout Cambridge and 
Cambridgeshire.

If you’re interested in any of the above 
roles, or want to talk to us about how you 
could get involved, let us know at camcycle.
org.uk/membership/involvement or by 
emailing us at contact@camcycle.org.uk

Can’t give time  
but can give money?

Camcycle welcomes donations from 
members and well-wishers, either as part 
of a membership subscription or one-off 
gifts. Donations will be used to further 
the aims of our campaigns. Camcycle 
is a registered charity, so donations 
are eligible for Gift Aid if you are a UK 
taxpayer – this increases their value to us 
by 25%. camcycle.org.uk/donate

CAMCYCLE WHY I VOLUNTEER
Because cycling is good for climate, 
mind, and body.   KEN

The postage saved by delivering the 
magazine doubles the value of my 
subscription!   RICHARD

Because decarbonisation is the most 
important thing in the world (and, as 
96% of my journeys are by bike, I enjoy 
it when conditions on the ground are 
improved). WOOKEY

WHY WE JOINED CAMCYCLE

My husband and I have always been cycling fans. Both of us began cycling 
very early in our childhood and haven't stopped since. Cycling is our way of 
commuting and our main hobby, especially in the past few months when 
it was our only escape from the house! We love visiting the beautiful area 
around Cambridge and revel in the fact that cycling keeps us fit while we do it.

We believe it is really important for our community and environment to 
have increasing numbers of people who choose cycling as their primary 
mode of transport. We also realise that it won't happen without a lot of hard 
work to shift the culture around transport and create safe space for active 
transport. We joined Camcycle to play our part in this work, help make our 
future more environmentally friendly and to spread the joy of cycling.

Marietta Cziszer and Sandor Kiss

OUR 1,500TH MEMBER!

mailto:contact@camcycle.org.uk
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/membership/involvement/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/membership/involvement/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/membership/donate/
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Swapping the car for walking, cycling 
or scooting to school would save 
the NHS £1.1 billion each year in 

health costs1 and, even more crucially, 
could help us save the lives of hundreds 
of children killed on our roads each year2 
and save thousands of others suffering 
the health impacts of air pollution. 
Nationally, over 2,000 schools are in 
areas with high levels of air pollution and 
pollution triples3 at school run times.

The uptake of initiatives to minimise 
the problem is long overdue; however, the 

Covid-19 pandemic prompted an urgent 
and unprecedented need to move 
people away from public transport 
and towards more active travel – and 
give them space. The UK Government 
responded by announcing £2 billion 
for active travel improvements4 and 
instructing local councils to implement 
supportive measures. As part of this, 
the Cambridgeshire County Council 
Highways and Transport Committee 
agreed a set of measures for immediate 
implementation across the county 

to encourage active travel – 
including the School Streets 
scheme. 

WHAT IS A  
SCHOOL STREET?
The idea is simple: at set times 
each day during term time, the 
streets around schools are closed 
to motor vehicles. Signs are put 
up to inform drivers of the road 
closure, and temporary barriers 
(such as modal filters) can be 
used to enforce it. Residents, 
local businesses and blue badge 
holders can register free of charge 
for an exemption (online from 

the council's website). It means that, 
at school drop off and pick up times, 
families can walk, cycle or scoot safely to 
the school gates.

Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
approval for the scheme was presented 
to schools as an offer of support (with 
no obligation) which would fund staff 
training, signage and cones or barriers 
for all 240 schools in Cambridgeshire.

WHICH AREAS HAVE 
TRIED THIS ALREADY?
It may sound radical to close roads, but 
the idea has really taken off. Even before 
the pandemic, there were around 131 
School Streets schemes in the UK either 
fully implemented or going through 
the consultation phase. Among the 
local authorities using the scheme are 
Leeds, Southampton, Bristol, Bradford, 
Oxford, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Cumbria, Dumfriesshire, Lanarkshire 
and many London boroughs. In June 
2020, the borough of Hackney alone 
announced that School Streets would be 
implemented at 40 more of its schools 
from September.

Evaluation reports from existing 
schemes have shown that motorised 

WORKING FOR CHANGE

SCH    L
STREETS
The nationwide School Streets scheme makes it safer for children to walk 
and cycle to school – and Cambridgeshire County Council are funding it 
here. Rosamund Humphrey explains why it's needed and how it works.

A school street in Hackney  
(image: Gayhurst Community School)
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traffic not only decreases on the school 
street where the scheme has been 
implemented, but also on surrounding 
streets – suggesting a change in 
behaviour with people swapping their 
mode of transport to active travel.

HOW CAN MY  
SCHOOL APPLY?
By mid-July, 12 Cambridgeshire schools 
had confirmed their uptake of the 
School Streets scheme. The process 
of implementing Experimental Traffic 
Regulation Orders (ETROs), distributing 
resources and training marshalls takes a 
few weeks; once in place, the experimental 
scheme will run for 18 months.

Although Cambridgeshire's initial 
round of funding and support for School  

Streets has now been 
fully allocated, funding 
is set to continue: in late 
July, the government 
committed to increasing 
School Streets across the 
country and enabling local 
authorities to enforce them properly.5  
In the meantime, there are other effective 
ways in which road safety, active  
transport and clean air can be encouraged 
around schools.

 
1 Report from Global Action Plan for 
Clean Air Day, Department of Economics, 
University of Bath & University of Oxford, 
June 2018
2 Reported road casualties in Great Britain: 
2017 report, Department for Transport, 
September 2018
3 ‘A primary school driven initiative to 
influence commuting style for dropping-off 
and picking-up of pupils’, Prashant Kumar, 
Hamid Omidvarborna, Francesco Pilla, Neil 
Lewin, March 2020
4 ‘Department for Transport, Office for Low 
Emission Vehicles and The Rt Hon Grant 
Shapps MP, May 2020
5 ‘Gear change: a bold vision for cycling and 
walking’, Department for Transport, July 2020

Evaluation reports from 
existing schemes have 
shown that motorised 
traffic not only decreases 
on the school street, but 
also on surrounding streets

    Talk about School Streets with other 
parents. To succeed, the scheme needs 
volunteers to support the school. Local 
councillors and MPs also need to know 
that the public is in favour: contact them 
via writetothem.com 

   Encourage your school to become a 
Modeshift STARS accredited school. The 
council can provide free, supporting 
resources; for more information, email 
road.safety@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

     Find more School Streets advice  
and resources for schools, parents and 
governors on our new campaign page 
at camcycle.org.uk/SpacesforSchools

     Discuss School Street schemes  
on Cyclescape thread 5261

TAKE ACTION!

mailto:road.safety@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://www.writetothem.com/
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/spacesforschools
https://camcycle.cyclescape.org/threads/5261
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The council can implement schemes like 
School Streets under what are termed 
Experimental Traffic Regulation Orders 
(ETROs). This is like a permanent Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) in that it is a 
legal document which imposes traffic 
and parking restrictions such as road 
closures and assorted parking controls 
including single or double yellow lines. 
The ETRO can also be used to change 
the way existing restrictions function. 

An ETRO can stay in force for a 
maximum of 18 months while the effects 
are monitored and assessed. Changes 
can be made during the first six months 
of the experimental period to any of 
the restrictions if necessary, before 
the council decides whether or not to 
continue with the changes brought in by 
the ETRO on a permanent basis.

It is not possible to lodge a formal 
objection to an ETRO until it is in 
force. Once it is in force, objections 
may be made to the order being made 
permanent and these must be made 
within six months of the day that the 
experimental order comes into force. 
This will speed up the overall process.

The approval to make an ETRO 
permanent would be made by the 
council's Highways and Transport 
Committee, where any objections will be 
considered.

If an experimental order is 
changed, then objections may be made 
within six months of the day that the 
experimental order is changed.  

 
HOW DOES THIS 
AFFECT ROAD USERS?
Initially, an ETRO is applied to a street 
around a school, temporarily restricting 
access by motorised vehicles. In effect, 
that street becomes a Pedestrian and 
Cycle Zone. Times for the restrictions 
are determined in agreement with the 
school. These can be for between 30-
45 minutes and only on weekdays and 
during term times.1

Depending on the type of ETRO, and 
agreement with the school and council, 
the wider community and residents 
who live and work on a school street 
are able to register free of charge for 
an exemption. Blue badge holders are 
exempt; exemption could also apply to 
temporary disabilities. Registration is 
done online (on the council’s website), 
just as with buying a parking permit. 
There is a consultation period during 
which residents around the school are 
asked their views.

Department for Transport-compliant 
signs informing drivers of the restrictions 
will be added at the entrance of the 

school street. Vehicles already parked in 
the street before the time of closure can 
be allowed to leave.

The ETRO would bring this change 
into force for a period of several months. 
At the end of this period, the project is 
evaluated, and a decision made as to 
whether the scheme should be made 
permanent through a Traffic Regulation 
Order (TRO).

 
WHAT ABOUT 
ENFORCEMENT?
Using the School Streets example 
again, councils can use physical barriers 
(such as bollards or retractable gates) 
to enforce the temporary restrictions; 
these are typically manned by a member 
of the school staff or parent volunteers. 
In London, councils can use automatic 
number plate recognition (ANPR) 
cameras to enforce ‘moving traffic 
offences’, meaning that any drivers 
entering the zone at the restricted time 
without an exemption are identified and 
sent a fixed penalty notice.

Presently, only London boroughs 
can enforce School Streets using ANPR 
cameras. Local councils outside London 

HOW DO TEMPORARY
MEASURES WORK?

School run families on Milton Road 
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do not have the powers to enforce 
‘moving traffic offences’ applicable to 
a Pedestrian and Cycle Zone, which is 
what a school street is. Enforcement 
in these local authorities rests with the 
police, which can cause difficulties.

Since early in 2020, various groups 
(including MPs) have written to the 
Department for Transport to enquire 
about this inequality.2  The replies have 
progressed towards acknowledgement 
that these powers could help to deliver 
Covid-19 recovery plans and, when 
pressed in Parliament on the issue  
of enabling Part 6 of the Traffic 
Management Act 2004, Transport 
Secretary Grant Shapps said: ‘I will’ 
[enable the relevant part of the Traffic 
Management Act 2004].3

Clearly, the government recognises 
that the context of Covid-19 means that 
there is an even more pressing need to 
enable parents to choose an alternative 
to public transport for the school run 
– but the Act which would allow local 
authorities to enforce schemes such 
as these has yet to be enabled outside 
London. Even within the Cambridgeshire 
region, there are discrepancies between 
the powers held by each local authority 
– the particular measures implemented 
by each different scheme will involve 
councils exercising a number of different 
methods of enforcement.

1 School Streets website: ‘How do they work?’
2 Ruth Cadbury MP, Chair of the All Party 
Parliamentary Walking and Cycling Group, 
7 May 2020
3 Response to question from Lloyd Russell-
Moyle MP, House of Commons, 2 July 2020

MODAL FILTERS/POINT CLOSURES
on the local road network to 
limit through traffic excepting 
pedestrians, cyclists, public transport 
and the emergency services

REMOVAL OF CAR PARKING
To provide physically segregated 
on-road cycle lanes and/or wider 
pavements

REALLOCATION OF TRAFFIC LANES 
to accommodate bidirectional or 
contraflow cycle lanes

REMOVAL OF RAILINGS 
where they inhibit movement or 
prevent physical distancing

 INSTALLATION OF CYCLE PARKING

OTHER TEMPORARY 
MEASURES FOR SAFE 
WALKING AND CYCLING

SCHOOL STREETS

For many years the school run to St Philip's 
has had problems. The school entrance is 
small and comes out onto Vinery Way at a 
width restriction where many large vehicles 
need to turn right outside the school. 
Customers of the local shop frequently park 
on the yellow school zig zags and children 
starting to make independent journeys to 
school on foot or by cycle are challenged 
by difficult situations and poor visibility. 
Pedestrians are hemmed in on a pavement that is narrowed by vehicles parking 
their wheels up over the kerb. 

From September we are excited to be trialling a School Streets scheme for 
18 months. To allow social distancing at the peak school times, the road outside 
the school is being transformed into a traffic-free area for half an hour twice 
a day. Journeys to school will have more space to spread across the road. This 
will have the added benefits of encouraging active travel and improving the air 
quality outside the school. It will be a huge benefit to all the families making 
their daily journey to school.

    To make the trial a success we need a team of volunteers to monitor the closure 
points in the mornings between from 8.30am to 9.00am and in the afternoons from 
2.55pm to 3.30pm. You don't need to be a parent or have a school connection but if 
you are able to commit to half an hour once a week (or even more) we would love to 
hear from you. If the trial is positive we are hopeful the council will invest in less 
labour intensive closure points but for now we are looking to fill 60 volunteer slots a 
week and any help is appreciated. Please send offers of support to Sarah Swire 
(Parent Governor) on sswire@stphilips.cambs.sch.uk

TYPES OF TEMPORARY MEASURE ENABLED BY 
NEW PANDEMIC-RELATED GUIDANCESUPPORT ST PHILIP'S SCHOOL STREET

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS! 
At our September monthly meeting 
we'll be joined by Sylvia Gauthereau, 
a cycle campaigner from London, 
who has experience running School 
Streets in her area.

     Join us online at 7pm on Tuesday  
1 September at facebook.com/
CambridgeCyclingCampaign

     Watch after the event on 
Facebook, our website or on YouTube: 
camcycle.org.uk/videos

Im
age: St Philip's Church of England Prim

ary School

mailto:sswire@stphilips.cambs.sch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeCyclingCampaign/
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeCyclingCampaign/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs-cq9ANOfeEjWOAaJorcdA


44 CAMCYCLE  Autumn 2020  44

NORTH EASTTAKE 
ACTION CAMBRIDGE

Where is North East Cambridge?

The development area stretches out 
from Cambridge North station to the 
A14, encompassing the current site of 
the Anglian Water treatment works (for 
which a new location is currently being 
chosen), the Science and Business Parks 
and Cambridge Regional College. Most 
change will occur around the station and 
waterworks area with the bulk of the 
site’s 8,000 new homes in this location 
as well as new business space, shops, 
services, green spaces and community 
facilities. Physical connections and social 
cohesion with existing communities is 
important and there will be new links 
to take cyclists and pedestrians across 
current barriers like the Busway, the 
A14 and the north end of Milton Road. 
The plans are being developed by a 
shared planning team from Cambridge 
City Council and South Cambridgeshire 
District Council as the area covered 
crosses the boundary between the two.

What's new about this development?

Both councils have declared a climate 
emergency and signed up to support 
the UK's transition to net zero by 
2050 through their planning policy. 
Local authorities are already battling 
traffic issues and the related problems 
this causes in terms of congestion, air 
pollution and public health, so it's vital 
that a large new community like this 
(with homes for a population the size of 
Ely) does not make problems worse.

Therefore, the district’s vision 
describes an inclusive, walkable and 
low-carbon area focusing on aspects 
including sense of place, health and 
wellbeing, collaboration, integration 
with surrounding neighbourhoods and 
innovative responses to the climate 
and biodiversity emergencies. The 
draft plans promise that there will be 
a comprehensive network of safe and 
convenient walking and cycling routes, 

It's important that as many people as possible have their say on this new city district. 
Anna Williams explores plans for cycling and explains how to submit your views.

KEY LINKS TO FIND OUT MORE

INTRODUCTION PAGE  greatercambridgeplanning.org/nec
The North East Cambridge home page summarises the background to the plan. 
The first page of the consultation site has useful links to different parts of the 
document and explains how you can comment: tinyurl.com/NECconsultation

VISION PAGE  tinyurl.com/NECvision
A good summary of the proposals including diagrams and graphics setting 
out the key principles which will guide the development. Within this page are  
‘ten big questions’ that the councils would like everyone to answer.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  tinyurl.com/NECquestions
Questions, answered in text and video, many of which have come from people 
in local communities. It includes extra questions from the Zoom webinar 
sessions on the development – find out more at tinyurl.com/NECwebinars

DRAFT AREA ACTION PLAN  tinyurl.com/NEC-DraftAAP
The full 296-page document in pdf form (also available in print, for a £20 fee). All 
information is duplicated on the website, complete with supporting documents. 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/nec
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/document/213/37771
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/north-east-cambridge-area-action-plan/frequently-asked-questions/
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/document/213
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/north-east-cambridge-area-action-plan/talk-to-the-team/
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/docfiles/213/38322/Draft%20North%20East%20Cambridge%20Area%20Action%20Plan%20-%20download%20version.pdf
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LOW-CAR LIVING

     Comments online are preferred - it's 
quick and easy to register to do this. 
Submit a response anywhere that is 
marked by a blue speech bubble. 
tinyurl.com/NECconsultation
     Find more information on our blog: 
camcycle.org.uk/northeastcambridge
     You can also comment until  
14 September on the waterworks 
relocation: cwwtpr.com/have-your-say

with priority over motor traffic within 
the area, making it much easier to walk 
or cycle than to use a car. Planners 
have set 'trip budgets' for motor traffic 
movements onto Milton Road and Kings 
Hedges Road at peak hours and, in order 
to meet this allocation, the whole North 
Cambridge area will have to reduce the 
proportion of car journeys (which is 
currently high, at around 70% of trips). 

What are the highlights for cycling?

Cycle-friendly places are as much about 
thoughtful land use as dedicated cycling 
facilities and this new neighbourhood 
is designed to be a place where most 
everyday journeys can be made on foot 
or by cycle. Buildings will be mixed-use 
integrating homes, workplaces, services 
and shops, and the key 'local centres' 
of schools, libraries and community 
facilities have been located around a 
strategic cycle and walking network and 
away from main roads. 

All streets will have design speeds 
below 20mph. Primary streets will have 
4m footways and a minimum of 2.5m 
segregated cycleways and people using 
these will have priority over vehicular 
traffic in the main carriageway at all 
times. Secondary streets will be designed 
more like 'Woonerf' or cycle streets, with 
space for residents to play and socialise. 
Apart from disabled parking and drop-off 
areas, all other cars will be stored away 
from the streets in dedicated 'car barns'. 

What issues might there be?

Since the first consultation in 2014, 
Camcycle has been clear that good links 
to the surrounding areas will be crucial 
to the development's success. While 
there are some good plans for crossings 
of Milton Road and the Busway, the issue 
of alternative road access to Chesterton 
Fen has not been resolved. With many 
more walking and cycling journeys 
coming from the new district, it will be 
important to provide a safe, high-quality 
link from the Cambridge North station 
area which connects up with both the 
Chisholm Trail and Riverside cycle routes 
and reduces conflict with motor traffic 
in this area. Closing the level crossing 
to motor traffic and providing a new 
road link between Chesterton Fen and 

Milton Road could solve this issue as 
well as improving active travel safety in 
East Chesterton. We are also concerned 
about the location of the new 'Science 
Park local centre' just off Kings Hedges 
Road, near Cambridge Regional College 
(CRC). In order to have a chance of 
meeting the new trip budget and to 
improve conditions for those walking and 
cycling around the area, the CRC/Kings 
Hedges Road junction will need major 
improvements (including roadspace 
reallocation) and the new local centre 
should be positioned away from the 
main road.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS ABOUT CYCLING 
ANSWER THE 10 BIG QUESTIONS  tinyurl.com/NECvision 
These could be completed in as little as five minutes. The key question related to 
cycling is Question 2 (Are we creating the right walking and cycling connections 
to the surrounding areas?).

COMMENT ON POLICIES  tinyurl.com/NECpolicies
The connectivity policies 16-22 cover aspects including street hierarchy, cycle 
parking, cargo bike use for last-mile deliveries and managing motorised vehicles. 
Policy 7 (Legible streets and spaces) is also important, as it details how the site’s 
primary and secondary streets will be laid out to encourage walking and cycling 
and nurture a vibrant, safe and healthy community.

5 OCTOBER
CONSULTATION DEADLINE

https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/document/213/37771
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/document/213/38321
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/document/213
https://www.camcycle.org.uk/blog/tag/north-east-cambridge/
https://cwwtpr.com/
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LANCASTER WAY

Roundabouts have been in the news 
recently, mostly for the right reasons. 
Others for the wrong reasons. 

The new design for ‘improvements’ at 
a roundabout just outside Ely makes 
matters worse for walkers and cyclists, 
despite being designed by the same team 
of engineers that created the Fendon Road 
roundabout. The plan Cambridgeshire 
County Council have come up with to 
tackle congestion on the Sutton to Ely 
Road (A142) that provides access to the 
Lancaster Way Business Park is extremely 
poor. Here are some of the problems 
we will be highlighting to the council in 
response to their public consultation.

1) The concept of 'improvement' applies 
purely to increasing the capacity of the 
roundabout for motor traffic 

If you are walking or cycling along the 
main route, between Witchford and 
Ely, you need to cross three of the four 
roundabout approach roads. Currently 
there’s an unsignalled pedestrian 
crossing of the main road (A142) at the 
east side of the roundabout. There’s a 
central refuge with one lane of motor 
traffic in either direction. If the A142 
crossing were on the west side then 
there would be only one road crossing 
for most walking and cycling trips. The 
speed of cars exiting westbound is lower 
than on the other side of the roundabout 
because drivers need to steer round 
a greater angle. But the council plan 
no changes to the roundabout for 
meaningful improvement to active 
travel, just some tactile paving. In fact, 
the improved roundabout will make 
walking and cycling less attractive and 
less safe on this route than it is now. It 
will increase the volume of motor traffic 
across the roundabout, it will involve 
walkers and cyclists crossing dualled 
lanes and with a design that lessens the 
angles that motor drivers need to steer 
around, drivers will go even faster than 
they do now at the point of the crossing.

2) It fails to meet national regulations

The National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF, February 2019) paragraph 84 
requires that decisions recognise that it 
is important to exploit any opportunity 
to make a location more sustainable, 
for example by improving the scope for 
access on foot, by cycling or by public 

transport. Paragraph 91 requires that 
layouts encourage walking and cycling. 
Paragraph 102 requires that opportunities 
to promote walking, cycling and public 
transport be identified and pursued. 
Paragraph 103 requires a genuine choice 
of transport modes. Paragraph 110 
requires that applications for development 
give priority first to pedestrian and cycle 
movements, both within the scheme and 
with neighbouring areas. NPPF is a material 
consideration in planning decisions. The 
improved roundabout fails to comply with 
all of the above requirements.

3) It fails to contribute to regional goals

The Combined Authority's Local 
Transport Plan (LTP), published in January 
2020, includes a goal of providing an 
accessible transport system to ensure 
everyone can thrive and be healthy. The 
improved roundabout denies this to those 
who would like to walk or cycle. The 
LTP has an objective of putting people 
first and promoting active lifestyles. The 
roundabout fails to put people first and 
hinders an active lifestyle. The LTP also 
has an overarching strategy that requires 

TAKE 
ACTION ROUNDABOUT

New designs for this roundabout between Witchford and Ely will lock in congestion and 
force local people to drive. John Powell from Ely Cycling Campaign explains their objection.

Lancaster Way roundabout plan presented to the Highways and Transport Committee on 16 June. 
Note the smooth curves onto the roundabout which will allow motor vehicles to travel faster.

The only change to the current active travel 
crossings will be the addition of tactile paving.
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that all new public transport and highway 
infrastructure be designed to include 
parallel cycling and walking corridors with 
suitable access and crossing points. The 
roundabout fails on this too. The existing 
crossing will be degraded and cannot be 
considered suitable.

The district council’s Local Plan (LP) 
Strategic Objective 8 requires greater 
opportunities to reduce car use. The 
improved roundabout promotes motor 
vehicle use at the expense of active travel. 
The LP has a Strategic Vision of providing 
better cycling and pedestrian facilities and 
links, including segregated cycle routes 
along key routes linking towns and villages. 
The roundabout makes for worse cycling 
and pedestrian facilities. And the LP has 
a Spatial Strategy and Policy of improving 
pedestrian and cycle networks between 
settlements. The roundabout goes against 
the Spatial Strategy and Policy because it 
makes the network worse.

4) It fails to follow design guidance

The redesigned roundabout does not 
comply with the Design Manual for Roads 
and Bridges, Road Layout Design CD 
116 Geometric design of roundabouts 
Revision 2. Paragraph 8.2 states that 
where there is demand or the desire to 
encourage pedestrians, cyclists and/or 
equestrians at roundabouts, these users 
shall be provided for. The roundabout 
also does not comply with Local 
Transport Note 1/20. The introduction 
to Chapter 10 requires that the needs 
of cyclists be taken into account in the 
design of improved junctions and that 
crossings are provided where cycle 
routes continue across busy highways. 
The rest of Chapter 10 provides other 
guidance that the improved roundabout 
fails to follow.

The government’s Gear Change report 
(see page 16) points out that increased 
walking and cycling can decrease 
motor vehicle congestion if changes 
are designed well enough to encourage 
modal shift. This roundabout is 
perversely designed to achieve a modal 
shift to motor vehicle use instead.

5) It fails to address the climate crisis

The United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 2019 
Summary for Policymakers shows that 

limiting global warming sufficiently to 
be manageable (1.5°C) requires rapid 
and far-reaching changes in transport 
as well as other polluting activities 
(read more about this on page 34). The 
new roundabout focuses entirely on 
increasing the capacity for motor vehicle 
movements, which is a mistake on 
environmental grounds. NPPF requires 
that planning decisions reflect relevant 
international obligations.

6) It ignores successful solutions 
elsewhere in Cambridgeshire

It is feasible to install a controlled 
pedestrian and cyclist crossing on 
busy rural roundabouts, although the 
consultation briefing suggests otherwise. 
The Greater Cambridge Partnership 
is building a Toucan crossing on the 
A1307 by the Babraham Research Park 
roundabout. There is every reason to 
put in a controlled pedestrian and cyclist 
crossing at Lancaster Way.

7) It fails to use developer funds  
for active travel

The council required the Lancaster Way 
Business Park developer (Grovemere 
Properties) to contribute towards a 
pedestrian and cycle crossing of the A142 
Lancaster Way roundabout. At some stage, 
this requirement has been forgotten. 

8) It will not solve congestion

As mentioned above, the roundabout is 
being changed to increase motor vehicle 
capacity on the local roads. The rationale 
for increasing motor vehicle capacity 
is that the extension of the enterprise 
zone at Lancaster Way Business Park 
will generate thousands of jobs. Of the 
2,518 to 3,194 full-time jobs, between 

1,888 and 2,395 will be for people living 
in East Cambridgeshire. The main road 
(A142) access is a major thoroughfare 
for long-distance journeys. By increasing 
its capacity, the road will become busier 
with vehicles undertaking these longer 
journeys. This phenomenon of induced 
traffic has been known since 1925 and 
there have been multiple confirmatory 
reports since. The Department for 
Transport Standing Advisory Committee 
on Trunk Road Assessment took evidence 
on trunk roads and the generation of 
traffic and published an authoritative 
report in 1994. A key conclusion from 
that report was that increasing road 
capacity quite extensively induces people 
to make more and longer trips, although 
the effect varies widely according to 
the circumstances. The configuration 
of traffic flows in the Cambridgeshire 
road network, taking into account the 
A14, points to increased capacity at this 
roundabout increasing long-distance 
travel on the A142, not shortened 
commuter travel times.

The new roundabout will make active 
travel more difficult, forcing Lancaster 
Way workers into motor vehicles. The 
whole concept for the roundabout 
design is misconceived.

ACTIVE TRAVEL IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Conditions on the existing roundabout are neither attractive nor safe; the proposed 'improvements' 
will make them even worse, putting off those who would like to walk, cycle or ride horses here.

     Complete the survey on the county 
council's consultation website at 
tinyurl.com/LancasterWay
     In addition, we recommend that you 
send comments to Mayor James 
Palmer and your local county 
councillors: writetothem.com

18 SEPTEMBER
CONSULTATION DEADLINE

https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/lancaster-way-consultation
https://www.writetothem.com/
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CYCLES FOR CHANGE

Why do you cycle in Cambridge?

I used to have a van before I lived in 
Cambridge. Being a builder who lives on 
a narrowboat, the problems are moving 
the van around, parking and keeping it 
secure. I just got fed up with it, the whole 
running a van idea, the cost, sitting in 
traffic, everything to do with it. I moved 
to Cambridge and found that the quickest 
way to get around town was by bike. Not 
polluting, no damage to anyone and I 
just enjoy it. You get to see a lot more on 
your bike than you do when you're stuck 
driving in the van. The other day I picked 
some plums, and made jam.

How does cycling help your business?

There's no outlay, I work locally, it suits 
me. I like working in Cambridge, I don't 
have to pay for parking, there's no problem 
with parking restrictions and it just makes 
me feel better. I go home smiling, and I 
get to keep more of my money because 
I'm not paying out for a van.

What would you improve about cycling 
in Cambridge?

The other week I was working on a street 
down Grantchester way and the speed 
bumps down there are absolutely awful. I 
actually pinged a spoke in the back wheel 
going over the speed bumps. When the 
bike is loaded up it's quite heavy and the 
speed bumps are something that could 
be better, along with the potholes.

On some of the routes you could also 
do with better identification of where 
you're meant to cycle and where you're 
meant to walk.

There's always safety issues around 
roads and drivers. Drivers just aren't 
aware of the cycles. Everyone's in too 
much of a rush.

Can you tell us about  
your business?

I'm a painter and decorator for 
37 years and self-employed. 
I'm mainly contracting with 
one guy; he sometimes drops 
off the ladders for me. I like 
working locally in the centre 
of Cambridge, decorating 
interior and exterior, painting 
boats. I do a lot of work for 
Queens' College and some 
of the others. I'm not after 
the big contracts anymore, 
just smaller jobs. Some 
customers I know like to hire 
me because of the bike: they 
don't have to worry about 
finding a place to put the 
van.

Have you got any tips for other builders 
or business owners thinking to use 
cycling for more of their work?

Get a bike that can really hold your 
stuff. Make sure everything fits on it. Big 
strong box, good strong bike and give it a 
go. Don't worry about what you won't be 
able to do, think about what you can do. 
You get a bike and worry that you can't 
carry this or that, but you can, there's 
always ways around it and if you're good 
then people will want to use you.

The van becomes such an issue for 
building: parking, pollution and just 
general cost. You can do more on a 
bike. Every supplier delivers straight 
to the site. You really don't need a big  
van anymore.

You can get around on the bike. It's 
better for you, better for the environment 
and you'll be happier without the burden 
of the van.

I debated about it for years before I 
finally got rid of the van completely two 
years ago and it's the best thing I've ever 
done for work. Gives you freedom. Don't 
worry about what you can't do: get a bike 
and you'll be amazed at what you can do.

Business by bike!
Meet the local business people saying               goodbye to the van

THE PEDALLING PAINTER 
Kevin Sampson

Getting around by bike is 
better for you, better for 
the environment and you 
don't have the burden of a 
van. Don't worry about 
what you can't do: you'll be 
amazed at what you can do

     Contact Kevin about your next 
decorating project on 07546 074109
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BUSINESS BY BIKE

E-cargo bikes are the future! 
Compared to traditional commercial 
laundries, Oxwash operates a 

completely new hyper-local business 
model. We place our laundries close to 
our individual and SME customers. Unlike 
the traditional model in which vans and 
lorries collect vast quantities of laundry 
before driving it hundreds of miles to 
be processed, we collect relatively small 
quantities of laundry from lots of different 
places. Our bikes ensure that we can 
get to them on time every time without 
the issues encountered by vans (we can 
access city centres easily and we don’t get 
stuck in traffic or have difficulty parking). 
Reliability is key but our bikes also make 
our logistics sustainable: all our bikes are 
charged from the solar array on the roof 
of our business premises. All our riders are 
full-time employees and we believe that 
being out on a bike all day, come rain or 
shine, is brilliant for mental health. 

Our customers also value our 
sustainability credentials and the positive 
association that having our bikes parked 
outside brings to their businesses. We 
are big and blue and people know who 
we are in Oxford, so we find the mutually 
beneficial publicity great. We hope to 
be the household name for all laundry, 
dry cleaning, and ironing in Cambridge 
within no time!

We believe people are choosing 
Oxwash because we are the easier, eco-
friendly, and hygienic alternative. Many 
individuals are unaware how polluting 
a traditional washing machine is. It has 
become a habit to use domestic washers 
and dryers regularly without considering 
the environmental impact of the machines. 
By using Oxwash rather than their own 

washers and dryers, our customers can 
reduce their yearly CO2 emissions, as 
well as reducing microplastic waste 
into the water systems. For many of our 
hospitality customers, swapping to using 
Oxwash satisfies internal environmental 
and social goals around reducing carbon 
emissions, using local suppliers and the 
qualification of a service that employs all 
of its team on or above the national living 
wage. In this way if you run a hotel chain 
you can immediately change from 'don’t 
wash this towel to save the planet' to 
'wash the towel as much as you want, we 
use Oxwash!'

Bike-based challenges
Alongside all the positives, there are 
some challenges associated with being 
a bike-based business. The weather is 
one, so all of our riders are bombproof 
with the best outdoor gear to keep them 
dry (we can wash and dry their clothes 
as soon as they get back to the laundry); 
however, on some occasions the weather 
gets the better of us. The main problems 
are snow and strong wind, which can 
affect the stability of our two-wheeled 
e-cargo bikes - in which case we take out 
the bigger, but slower, tricycles. Other 
road users can also be problematic, but 

we have a comprehensive induction 
process to ensure the riders are trained 
in non-confrontational riding techniques. 

Distance is another key factor: our 
riders often average 30+ miles a day, but 
we are unable to serve areas far outside 
the city centre. We are looking to add 
electric vans to our fleet to expand our 
reach and offer a hub-and-spoke logistics 
model to serve key areas (business parks 
etc.) outside our main urban hubs. 

Of course, cycle infrastructure 
improvements are always welcome and 
we can’t wait to use the Chisholm Trail 
once the bridge is opened. That was a key 
reason for siting our laundry in Ronald 
Rolph Court, to enable us to get to both 
North and South Cambridge along the 
new cycle superhighway. Cambridge is 
far ahead of Oxford when it comes to 
cycle infrastructure and we have been 
feeding back to the Oxford council on 
lessons they can learn from Cambridge. 
We would like to see legal changes 
to give cyclists priority and improved 
infrastructure for e-cargo bikes such as 
widened, segregated paths and fewer 
tight corners which make turning big 
bikes difficult. Charging points would 
also be great - especially outside our 
riders’ favourite cafés…

THE WHEELING WASHERS 
Oxwash

Reliability is key but our 
e-cargo bikes also make 
our logistics sustainable: all 
our bikes are charged from 
a solar array on the roof
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

Local campaign unlocks hidden 
need for cycling improvements  

A10 Corridor Cycling: campaigning works
An abridged version of the article from Newsletter 115 (August – September 2014)

The A10 corridor between Cambridge and Royston has seen a phenomenal 
level of activity around cycling improvements since a campaign was established 
in January 2013. Up until then, upon exiting Cambridge southward on a 
bicycle, one entered a world set back in cycling time: nothing at all had been 
done to the A10 for more years than anyone could remember, and even how 
to initiate discussion on ideas such as cycle space in village high streets, or 
safe links between rural villages on 60mph stretches of road, was a mystery. 
The odd Minor Highways Improvement Grant bid led nowhere.

Through rail campaigning, a recurring theme emerged around helping 
cyclists to access rail, and linking up sustainable transport options. 
Meanwhile, the Cambridge Cycling Campaign provided a foundation 
of experience and advice. With the support of Patrick Joyce, Jim 
Chisholm and Rohan Wilson, an invitation to test the waters for 
improvements to cycling on the A10 between Cambridge and 
Royston drew a packed house one mid-winter evening. Cyclists came 
to the meeting in Meldreth from Royston, Grantchester, Harston, 
Heydon, Melbourn, Shepreth, Barrington, and elsewhere, the most 
forceful voices belonging to those who were commuting between 
Royston and the villages for work, out of economic necessity:  
‘I have to cycle and I want to stay alive'.

The new A10 Corridor Cycling Campaign discovered instantly the meaning of 
‘suppressed demand’. By its first anniversary a 1km long, 2.5m-wide stretch of 
off-road cycle path had been created between Shepreth and Foxton – thanks to a 
county Cycling Ambition Grant bid for ‘Cycle Links to Foxton Station,’ which fulfilled 
the requirement of joined-up sustainable transport links. 

The A10 Corridor Cycling Campaign recognises that the most effective way to attract funding is to look at the corridor as 
a whole and then at achievable sub-sections within it. The focus currently is on a safe cycle link between Melbourn and 
Royston: a one-mile stretch between Melbourn and the A505 roundabout, linking Royston Industrial centre, Melbourn 
Science Park and many other business areas on both ends. This will require an off- road cycle path within Cambridgeshire, 
and a pedestrian and cycle bridge over the A505 in Hertfordshire, and so an integral component of the campaign has been 
to forge a relationship with Hertfordshire County Council and the Sustrans Hertfordshire area team. By our next meeting 
on 15 October we hope to have a fairly detailed idea of how the pieces of the puzzle may fit together.

We would be delighted to have new members join our campaign – membership is free, so please get in touch by email at 
contacta10cycle@gmail.com and ask to join the mailing list. We meet quarterly – details on our website, A10corridorcycle.com

Susan van de Ven

A10 Corridor campaigners celebrating 
the first bit of path achieved (top) and 
the approval of the Melbourn Greenway 
in June 2020 which will include a new 
pedestrian/cycle bridge over the A505.

     Read some of the A10 Corridor Campaign tips for working for change on page 33. Watch the video of our monthly meeting in 
August 2020 to hear Susan speaking about the campaign's successes and latest news at camcycle.org.uk/videos

mailto:contacta10cycle@gmail.com
https://a10corridorcycle.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs-cq9ANOfeEjWOAaJorcdA


Teasels is a garden design practice, based in Cambridge, with a passion for creating gardens and landscapes that combine strong 
horticultural and ecological practices with functional design. Commissions range from large gardens and parkland to smaller domestic 
gardens. Most projects are located in Cambridgeshire and East Anglia, though commissions would be considered further afield.

119 Bramley Way, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7XE
01223 641 019 | dan@teasels-design.co.uk | www.teasels-design.co.uk

Follow us on: 

mailto:dan@teasels-design.co.uk
http://www.teasels-design.co.uk


Help us promote 
safe and considerate 
cycling in Cambridge

Video  
and pdf  

versions also 
availableOur 'Welcome to Cycling' leaflet is a clear and 

accessible guide to safe and happy cycling in 
Cambridge. Order some for your organisation today.

Find out more at: camcycle.org.uk/welcometocycling 

https://www.camcycle.org.uk/resources/welcome/



