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PRESS RELEASE 
Gonville Crossing restored after 

Cambridge Cycling Campaign’s petition 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign welcomes the news that the County Council is to start work 
on 10th September on much needed improvements to the heavily used pedestrian and cycle 
crossing on Gonville Place. This crossing, which links Parker’s Piece with Gresham Road, 
forms part of the important cycle route from the city centre to the station and on to Cherry 
Hinton and beyond. 

The crossing was changed by the County Council last year to a toucan crossing. The key 
changes made the crossing half the width, removed automatic detection of cycles and added 
many new posts and obstructions. These alterations annoyed both pedestrians and cyclists. 

James Woodburn, Cycling Campaign Press Officer, said: 

“Cambridge Cycling Campaign welcomes the improvements that are now to be made but 
considers that there is still scope for further changes . Previous work which narrowed the 
crossing caused real difficulties for both pedestrians and cyclists. The Campaign 
organized a petition which was signed by five hundred crossing users and was supported 
by local councillors from all political parties. The planned work will make a big difference.” 

Martin Lucas-Smith, Co-ordinator, commented: 

“Unfortunately the new crossing reinstates the ban on right-turns from the cycle path onto 
the road, an illogical ban which we have campaigned against. We favour a crossing like 
the Burrell’s Walk toucan crossing over Queen’s Road which works well without a turning 
ban. We again call on the County to remove this anomaly.” 

James Woodburn further commented: 

“Additional work on this crossing is needed to improve pedestrian and cycle routes on the 
Gresham Road approach and the crossing itself should be surfaced in red. Furthermore, 
there remains no way to join the crossing from the main road easily. Despite our request 
to include these measures in the plans - to avoid the need for a second phase of works - 
they have not been included, so we will continue to press the County Council to do so.” 

ENDS 

For further information please contact: 
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James Woodburn, Press Officer 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign 
01223 690718 or via e-mail (preferred) to contact@camcycle.org.uk . 

Photo opportunity: 

Members of the Campaign are able to attend a photograph session at the crossing, upon 
request. 

Notes for editors: 

1. Cambridge Cycling Campaign seeks to promote cycling and campaigns to improve 
conditions for cyclists in Cambridge. It currently has more than 900 subscription-
paying members and is one of the largest voluntary organizations in Cambridge. 
Much attention is given to stressing the need for greater responsibility and 
consideration by all local road users – motorists, cyclists and pedestrians – to create 
a better environment for everyone. Its website, at www.camcycle.org.uk, contains a 
wide range of information on its activities. 

2. Cambridge Cycling Campaign’s reports on this crossing can be found at 
http://www.camcycle.org.uk/campaigning/issues/gonvillecrossing/ 


