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PRESS RELEASE 
Cycle lanes are for cyclists, not delivery vans 

Cambridge Cycling Campaign condemns the high levels of illegal parking in cycle lanes by 
delivery vehicles on key cycle routes. 

The contraflow cycle lane on Downing Street, next to the Revolution bar (formerly the Rat 
and Parrot), has been the site of very frequent problems this year, both at the time of refitting 
of the pub as well as ongoing deliveries. Yet the cycle lane is one of the most heavily used in 
the city. 

The Highway Code is quite clear on the use of cycle lanes by motorists: 

“You MUST NOT drive or park in a cycle lane marked by a solid white line“ 

Deliveries to the pub are additionally subject to a specific Planning Condition made by the 
City Council. The Revolution appears to be breaking this Planning Condition, which states: 

"All deliveries to the Class A3 premises at 3-8 Downing Street shall be completed by 
0730 hours Monday to Sunday". 

Cambridge Cycling Campaign has collected 
evidence of the widespread breach of both the 
Highway Code and this Planning Condition, and 
has placed photographs on its website, at: 
http://www.camcycle.org.uk/map/gallery/13/ . 

Co-ordinator, Martin Lucas-Smith, said: 

 “Cycle lanes are for cyclists and not delivery 
vehicles. The cycle lane on Downing Street is 
one of the most heavily-used in the City, and 
is a very important cycle route.. 

Deliveries from the cycle lane are illegal at all 
times and, after 7.30am, also against a 
specific Planning Condition by the City 
Council. There are yellow lines round the 
corner in Downing Place, from which 
deliveries could legally – and much more 
considerately – be made, if the delivery 
operative could be bothered to walk 20 
metres or so.” 

Vehicle unloading in Mandatory Cycle 
Lane outside Revolution pub, also 

blocking the pavement. 

Inconsiderate, illegal and 
in breach of a Planning Condition. 
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Dave Earl, Committee member said: 

“Illegal parking here, for however short a time, not only puts cyclists in danger (as in any 
other cycle lane infringement) but obliges them to make an illegal manoeuvre to avoid 
the problem. They are forced to break the law. These problems are exacerbated in 
Downing Street because the cycle lane is a contraflow one, so a cyclist wishing to pass a 
vehicle in the lane is faced with oncoming traffic.” 

Liaison Officer, Jim Chisholm said: 

"Members of the public who complain about such illegal behaviour are frequently subject 
to abuse and threats. In addition, at such locations, vulnerable road users such as 
cyclists and pedestrians are often forced into a position that compromises their safety." 

ENDS 

For further information please contact: 

Martin Lucas-Smith / Jim Chisholm 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign 
01223 690718 or via e-mail (preferred) to contact@camcycle.org.uk . 

Notes for editors: 

1. Cambridge Cycling Campaign was formed in 1995 and now has over 800 members. 
Run by volunteers, it campaigns for “better safer and more cycling in and around 
Cambridge". Its website, at www.camcycle.org.uk, contains a wide range of 
information on its activities. 

2. More information about the problems on Downing Street, can be found at: 
http://www.camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/73/article4.html 

3. It has been rumoured to us that the Revolution pub may be making an application to 
revoke the Planning Condition. If this happens, Cambridge Cycling Campaign will 
oppose this application and will encourage individual pedestrians and cyclists to write 
in to object. 


