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Dear Environment and Energy Team, 
 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign works for better, safer and more cycling in and around Cambridge. 
The Campaign represents over 1100, a number of whom are University employees. The 
Campaign has long promoted the virtues of cycling to provide Cambridge with sustainable 
transportation. 
 
We note that the Environmental Sustainability Vision, Policy, and Strategy review correctly points 
at reducing employee car journeys. However, there is no detail on how this may be achieved.   
 
There is a major omission from the policy, which concerns the design of new University estates 
and buildings, specifically the transport planning aspects.  We recommend that University estates 
are designed with high levels of cycling in mind. This would enable staff to choose cycling for the 
majority of their journeys. To achieve this we recommend the following: 
 

 Quality cycling routes within university developments. Always separate from pedestrian 
provision. Separated from motor traffic where volumes are higher. 

 Filtered permeability within university developments. Direct walking and cycling routes for 
maximum convenience of active modes. Suppression of motorised traffic via reduction of 
through routes to improve safety and environmental concerns. 

 Convenient, covered cycle parking at all destinations to promote ease of cycle use over 
driving.  Secure facilities would be welcome at sites providing accommodation. 

 First rate cycling provision at all junctions leading off university developments. This is 
crucial to enable off site cycle journeys.  A vision for cycling, particularly from sites with 
accommodation, should not be limited to commutes; journeys for shopping, leisure etc 
should also be captured by sustainable modes. The Campaign has already seen 
junctions from the West Cambridge Site compromised for cycling with multi stage 
crossings, tight corners unsuitable for many specialist bikes and provision shared with 
pedestrians. The compromises have all been made to increase private motor vehicle 
throughput, in direct conflict with the site’s aim to have minimal impact on Cambridge's 
congestion problem. 

 
This best practice design for cycling in new developments is fully outlined in 'Making Space for 
Cycling', a national guide which the Campaign was commissioned to write and which is backed 
by every national cycling advocacy organisation: 
http://www.makingspaceforcycling.org/ 



 
Much could be addressed by consulting with the Campaign on developments, placing work with 
local development consultants versed in Cambridge's specific needs and employment of a 
cycling officer to ensure cycling is correctly considered in all University developments. 
 
The Campaign would be happy to meet with you for further discussion of these points. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
On behalf of Cambridge Cycling Campaign, 

Tom McKeown 

Committee Member 

 


