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Dear Cllr McGovern, 

Lion Yard Development Proposals 

We note that a proposal to convert existing public space (used for toilets) in the Lion Yard 
development to expand commercial use will come before the Strategy & Resources Scrutiny 
Committee on 17th January. 

We write to ask you to include a specific Condition or Informative, in relation to cycle parking 
provision, should this change go ahead. If for any reason it is too late to do this, we ask 
Councillors at least to ensure now that proper provision for cycle parking is made from 
section 106 obligations relating to this development. 

The request set out on the Agenda paperi outlines an increase in retail space. As you will be 
aware, the City Council’s Cycle Parking Standardsii, which are an appendix to the Local Plan 
and thus a material planning consideration, set out requirements for additional cycle parking 
commensurate with increases in space for various purposes. 

We ask that the requirement to increase cycle parking in the area be specifically set out in 
your decision as Executive Councillor when determining this issue, so that it is drawn to the 
clear attention of the developer. 

We presume that, if accepted, a new planning application will come forward in due course, 
and we will expect to see cycle parking included at the level required by the Cycle Parking 
Standards. 

We would consider unacceptable any suggestion that the presence of the Grand Arcade 
Cycle Park in the area would negate the need for cycle parking resulting from demand from 
increase in Lion Yard retail space. This excuse has now been used too many times for other 
changes in the area, and the result (which we predicted) is that the Grand Arcade Cycle 
Park is now often full, a problem that the City Council seems to have no strategy to deal 
with. 

Cllr Neil McGovern, 
Executive Councillor – Customer, 
Services & Resources, 
Cambridge City Council 
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The situation regarding the increasing lack of availability in the Grand Arcade Cycle Park has 
been exacerbated because half of the public spaces provided were privatised for the 
exclusive use of the bike shop. Although we strongly support the presence of the bike shop, 
the appropriation of this space by a private interest (which we question is really within the 
spirit of the Cycle Parking Standards), considerably decreasing space for unhindered public 
use, was a worrying development which we would not wish to see set a precedent. 

The situation is made even worse because the total amount of cycle parking (i.e. both public 
and privatised) in the cycle park has always been substantially below the amount required 
then and now by the Cycle Parking Standards. As we stressed at the time, this was a highly 
unsatisfactory state of affairs particularly because of the City Council's financial interest in 
the Lion Yard development. It remains a sore point. 

Our long-held view is that the former cycle parkingiii which was removed from the Fisher 
Square area at the time of refurbishing of that square should be restored. If angled slightly 
by the wall, there is certainly space for some cycle parkingiv, albeit not in the same quantity 
as before. We consider that at least twenty spaces, preferably more, are needed. Its close 
proximity to the proposed retail space makes this an easily-justifiable requirement if added to 
the planning consent. 

Thus we request that you include a specific Condition or Informative and/or a relevant 
section 106 commitment. Please let us know your decision. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
on behalf of Cambridge Cycling Campaign, 
 
 
 

Martin Lucas-Smith 
Co-ordinator 

 

 
                                                
i
 http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/democracy/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=3490 
ii
 http://www.camcycle.org.uk/resources/cycleparking/standards/city.html 

iii
 http://www.cyclestreets.net/location/9013/ 

iv
 http://www.cyclestreets.net/location/11610,12293/ 
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